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TOWN  OFFICERS  1934 


Elected  and  Appointed 
1934— 1935 


Board  of  Selectmen 

ALBERT  N.  LEMAN,  Chairman 
J.  WARREN  KILLAM,  JR.,  Secretary 
NEWELL  H.  MORTON 
LEON  G.  BENT.  Clerk 


Term  expires  1937 
” 1936 

” ” 1935 


Board  of  Public  Welfare 

MYRTLE  L.  LEMAN,  Chairman 
OTTO  G.  SCHOLZ,  Secretary 
HARRIETT  L.  ROONEY 


Term  expires  1936 
” ” 1935 

” ” 1937 


Board  of  Assessors 

GEORGE  E.  HORROCKS,  Chairman 
EDGAR  FROST,  Secretary 
ARTHUR  S.  COOK 


Term  expires  1935 
” ” 1936 

„ „ J937 


Town  Clerk 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES 

Moderator 

CHARLES  P.  HOWARD 

Collector  of  Taxes 

GRACE  V.  VIALL 


Town  Counsel 

SAMUEL  H.  DAVIS 

Treasurer 

PRESTON  F.  NICHOLS 

Town  Accountant 

LEON  G.  BENT 


Board  of  Public  Works 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Chairman 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR.,  Secretary 
ELMER  P.  CROOKER,  JR. 

ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 

ALEXANDER  BIRNIE,  Superintendent 


Term  expires  1937 
” ” 1936 

„ „ J937 

” ” 1936 

” ” 1935 


Board  of  Health 

EDWARD  M.  HALLIGAN,  M.  D.,  Chairman 
CHRISTINE  F.  ATKINSON,  Secretary 
CORNELIUS  THIBEAULT,  M.  D.  V. 


Term  expires  1937 
” ” 1936 

” ” 1935 
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Finance  Committee 

ROBERT  B.  MOUNT,  Chairman 
MARGARET  S.  CANTY 
WILLIAM  A.  CONNELLY,  D.  M.  D. 
GEORGE  A.  COTTON 
HAROLD  B.  CURRELL 
LOUIS  DAVIS 
JOHN  L.  DEVANEY 
LOGAN  R.  DICKIE 
AIARGARET  R.  ELLISON 
WILLIAM  A.  HALEY 
HOWARD  P.  KNOX 
FRANK  M.  MERRILL 
G.  LAWRENCE  ROBERTS 
EDWARD  J.  SCOTT 
ALLAN  H.  STURGES 
LEON  G.  BENT,  Clerk 


Term  expires  1936 
” ” 1936 

” ” 1937 

„ » J937 

” ” 1935 

” ” 1936 

” ” 1937 

” ” 1935 

” ” 1937 

” ” 1935 

” ” 1936 

” ” - 1936 

” ” 1935 

” ” 1935 

” ” 1937 


School  Committee 

ARTHUR  W.  COOLIDGE,  Chairman  Term  expires  1937 


CHARLES  A.  HOLCOMB  ” ” 1935 

HELEN  B.  HARTSHORN  • ” ” 1937 

RUTH  M.  STEMBRIDGE  ” ” 1936 

CHARLES  R.  WAKELING  ” ” 1936 

FRANK  D.  TANNER  ” ” 1935 


Superintendent  of  Schools 

*ADELBERT  L.  SAFFORD 
$ ARTHUR  E.  PIERCE 

Attendance  Officer 

ABIGAIL  H.  MINGO 

School  Nurse 

MABEL  M.  BROWN,  R.  N. 

School  Physician 

CHARLES  R.  HENDERSON,  M.  D. 

Municipal  Light  Board 

HENRY  R.  JOHNSON,  Chairman  Term  expires  1935 

HERBERT  G.  EVANS,  Secretary  ” ” 1936 

LOUIS  ELLENWOOD  ” ” 1937 

ARTHUR  G.  SIAS,  Manager,  Municipal  Plant 

* To  August  1934 
t From  August  1934 
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Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees 


PHILIP  H.  TIRRELL,  Chairman  Term  expires  1936 

CLARENCE  C.  WHITE,  Secretary  " ” 1935 

WINTHROP  D.  PARKER  ” ” 1935 

HAROLD  F.  DAVIS  ” ” 1936 

FRANK  LEE  EDGERLEY  ” ” 1934 

FRED  L.  NUTTER  ” " 1934 

WILLIAM  P.  PIERPONT,  Superintendent 

Board  of  Registrars 

RALPH  S.  KENEELY,  Chairman  Term  expires  1937 

OWEN  McKENNEY  ” ” 1936 

ROBERT  S.  RALSTON  ” ” 1935 


Planning  Board 

SHERBURNE  J.  WATTS,  Chairman 
NORMAN  W.  HAINES,  Secretary 

McPherson  daniel 

WINTHROP  D.  PARKER 
CLARK  S.  ROBINSON 


Term  expires  1935 
” ” 1935 

” ” 1936 

” M ^937 

” ” 1937 


Trustees  of  Public  Library 

HARRY  J.  BARCLAY,  Chairman 
WARREN  L.  FLETCHER,  Secretary 
^ARTHUR  N.  MANSFIELD 
IDA  C.  LUCAS 
JESSE  W.  MORTON 
HELEN  P.  TIRRELL 
JLOUIS  M.  LYONS 


Term  expires  1935 

” M J937 

” ” 1936 

” ” 1935 

„ V ;^937 

” ” 1936 

” ” 1935 


Board  of  Appeal 

HENRY  Q.  MILLETT,  Chairman 
FRED  L.  NUTTER,  Secretary 
BENJAMIN  B.  PIPER 


Term  expires  1935 
” ” 1935 

” ” 1935 


Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds 

PHILIP  H.  TIRRELL  Term  expires  1935 

CLARENCE  C.  WHITE  ” ” 1939 

H.  RAYMOND  JOHNSON  ” ” 1937 

Town  Treasurer  and  Chairman  Selectmen,  members  ex-officiis. 

^Resigned,  Chairman  to  Oct.  25,  1934. 

^Elected  to  fill  vacancy. 
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Reading  Safety  Council 

CHARLES  A.  SCHMITT,  Chairman  CLARENCE  GAY 

MAURICE  REEBENACKER  LEONE  F.  QUIMBY 

MARJORIE  L.  SCHOPPELRY  JOSEPH  SCHIMPFKE 

SARA  G.  HARNDEN  TIMOTHY  G.  GREENE 

ELMER  R.  BATCHELDER  DOROTHY  G.  CRONIN 

SIDNEY  S.  WHEELER 


Police  Department 

JEREMIAH  CULLINANE,  Chief 


FRANCIS  T.  SLACK 


Sergeants 

FRANCIS  L.  JOHNSON 


Patrolmen 


TIMOTHY  J.  CULLINANE 
FRANK  R.  FISHER 
HAROLD  W.  O’BRIEN 
WILLIAM  F.  O’BRIEN 
THOMAS  E.  WALL 


OSCAR  H.  LOW 
GORDON  G.  MacINTIRE 
EARL  R.  HUTCHINSON 
JAMES  H.  LAWLER 
PATRICK  J.  LONG 


THOMAS  J.  FITZPATRICK 


Reserve  Officers 

ARTHUR  M.  CURTIN  NORMAN  L.  DICKINSON 

JOHN  R.  CONDON  JOSEPH  M.  GREENE 

PATRICK  J.  PANTANO 


Keeper  of  the  Lockup 

JEREMIAH  CULLINANE 

Fire  Department 

ORVILLE  O.  ORDWAY,  Chief 
JOHN  J.  O’BRIEN,  Deputy  Chief 

HUGH  L.  EAMES,  Capt.  WILLIAM  H.  VANHORN,  Lieut. 

FRANK  L.  McKENNEY  CHARLES  H.  HESELTON 

GEORGE  W.  GOODRIDGE  ALBERT  C.  MAXWELL 

HERBERT  L.  ROBERTSON 


Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 
Inspector  of  Wires 

HUGH  L.  EAMES 
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Forest  Warden 

ORVILLE  O.  ORDWAY 


Deputy  Forest  Warden 

HENRY  M.  DONEGAN 


Constables 

LEON  G.  BENT  J.  WINTHROP  SIAS 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food 

CARL  M.  SMITH 


Inspector  of  Plumbing  and  Gas  Inspector 

DAVID  TAGGART 

Inspector  of  Animals 

CORNELIUS  THIBEAULT,  M.  D.  V. 


Inspector  of  Slaughtering 

WILLIAM  C.  SMITH 


Inspector  of  Buildings 

A.  RUSSELL  BARNES 


Superintendent  of  Moth  Work  and  Tree  Warden 

HENRY  M.  DONEGAN 

Burial  Agent,  Soldiers  and  Sailors 

ALFRED  E.  GOODWIN 

Custodian  of  Soldiers’  Graves 

HARRY  A.  TURNER 


Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark 

THOMAS  E.  BROGAN  PERCY  N.  SWEETSER 

BURTON  K.  SYMONDS  ^ WARREN  M.  WHITEHOUSE 


Measurers  of  Lumber 


ORA  L.  MILBURY  BURTON  K.  SYMONDS 

WARREN  M.  WHITEHOUSE  WILLIAM  R.  ZWICKER 

ROLLAND  L.  PERRY 
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Weighers  of  Coal  and  Hay 

W.  IRVING  BANCROFT  THOMAS  E.  BROGAN 

BERTHA  D.  AlacLELLAN  MABEL  L.  MacKAY 

WENDELL  B.  NEWELL  PERCY  N.  SWEETSER 

CHARLES  W.  LEE  ‘ KATHERINE  L.  SWEETSER 

CHARLES  H.  SWEETSER 

Field  Drivers 

WILLARD  A.  BANCROFT  ADOLPH  S.  LARSON 

ROLLAND  L.  PERRY 

Fence  Viewers 

CARL  B.  SAWYER  ALBERT  E.  TEMPLE 

WENDELL  B.  NEWELL 

Committee  on  Town  Forests 

LELAND  W.  KINGMAN,  Chairman 
ORVILLE  O.  ORDWAY 
HENRY  M.  DONEGAN 

Law  Committee 

ALBERT  N.  LEMAN,  Chairman  ARTHUR  W.  COOLIDGE 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM  EDWARD  M.  HALLIGAN 

HENRY  R.  JOHNSON  GEORGE  E.  HORROCKS 

Insurance  Committee 

ALBERT  N.  LEMAN,  Chairman 
J.  WARREN  KILLAM,  JR. 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON 
PRESTON  F.  NICHOLS,  Town  Treasurer 
ROBERT  B.  MOUNT,  Chairman  Finance  Committee 


TOWN  OF  READING 


Population  1934  Census:  10,221. 

Registered  \Mters  1934;  Men  2646,  Women  2703,  Total  5349. 

Fifth  Congressional  District. 

Sixth  Councillor  District. 

Seventh  Middlesex  Senatorial  District. 

Eighteenth  Middlesex  Representative  District, 

Representative  in  Congress,  5th  District,  Edith  Nourse  Rogers,  Lowell. 
Councillor  6th  District,  James  J.  Brennan,  Somerville. 

Senator  7th  Middlesex  District,  Joseph  R.  Cotton,  Lexington. 
Representatives  18th  Middlesex  District,  Gustave  W.  Everberg,  Woburn, 
and  Mollie  A.  Sweetser,  Reading. 


Selectmen 


1937 

1935 

1936 
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LIST  OF  JURORS  FOR  1934—1935 


Prepared  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 


Adams,  Robert  N.,  Salesman 

131  Ash  St. 

Allard,  Ernest  W.,  Clerk 

136  Wakefield  St. 

Anderson,  Percy  E.,  Clerk 

33  Woburn  St. 

Austin,  Irving  C.,  Wool  Merchant 

96  Prescott  St. 

Babcock,  Ralph  G.,  Accountant 

18  Berkeley  St. 

Barr,  Robert  J.,  Salesman 

31  Highland  St. 

Barris,  George  R.,  Fuel  Oil  Engineer 

42  Temple  St. 

Berger,  Arnold,  Resident  Manager 

31  Ash  St. 

Brophy,  Edward  A.,  Engineer 

300  Main  St. 

Burns,  William  A.,  Plasterer 

412  Franklin  St. 

Clinch,  Howard  T.,  Architect 

3 Perkins  Ave. 

Collins,  Henry  0.,  Electrician 

24  Glen  Rd. 

Crafts,  Clinton  W.,  Merchant 

177  Summer  Ave. 

Cummings,  Dennis  F.,  Silk  Cutter 

41  Salem  St. 

Davis,  Wendell  P., 'Manager 

92  Woburn  St. 

Day,  William  R.,  Manufacturer 

18  Dudley  St. 

Desmond,  Daniel  J.,  Manager 

138  Main  St. 

Doucette,  Clarence  L.,  Accountant 

23  Prescott  St.* 

Driver,  Henry,  Salesman 

109  High  St. 

Eagleston,  Fred  O.,  Electrician 

4 Thorndike  St. 

Evans,  Clifford  F.,  Salesman 

40  Howard  St. 

Flint,  Russell  A.,  Teller 

Sunnyside  Ave. 

Forbes,  Frank  D.,  R.  R.  Man 

3 Hancock  St. 

Foster,  Hamilton  S.,  Insurance 

253  Summer  Ave. 

Frost,  Edgar  L.,  Advertising 

35  Oak  St. 

Gallagher,  Francis  A.,  P.  O.  Clerk 

113  Green  St. 

Gleason,  Clement  T.,  Clerk 

27  Prescott  St. 

Goff,  John  W.,  Decorator 

25  Lincoln  St. 

Goodridge,  Walter,  Revenue  Officer 

33  Village  St. 

Goodwin,  Harry  C.,  Clerk 

Torre  St. 

Graupner,  Albert  C.  Jr.,  Clerk 

65  Middlesex  Ave. 

Greenleaf,  Emmet  F.,  Clerk 

9 Weston  Rd. 
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Griffiths,  Eleazer  H.,  Salesman 

Henderson,  Herbert  L.,  Merchant 

Herrick,  Edward  O.,  Meter  Tester 

Hersee,  David  E.,  Bank  Vice-president 

Holden,  Lewis  C.,  Clerk 

Holmes,  Henry  J.,  Clerk 

Holmes,  Lawton  G.,  Organ  Pipe  Worker 

Hopkins,  Arthur  F.,  Wholesale  Grain 

Horton,  Lawrence  L.,  Superintendent 

Ingalls,  Frederick  D.  B.,  Electrical  Engineer 

Ives,  Charles  Q.,  Salesman 

Jacob,  Henry  P.,  Executive 

Johnson,  L.  Melvin,  Merchant 

Jones,  Elmer  D.,  Storekeeper 

Kehoe,  Edward  H.,  Clerk 

Kimball,  Walter  B.,  Salesman 

King,  Chester  R.,  Painter 

Kingman,  Chester  E.,  Accountant 

Langdon,  Charles  E.,  City  Salesman 

Lazenby,  Francis  C.  W.,  Radio  Engineer 

Lee,  William  H.,  X-Ray 

Loring,  Richard  F,,  Manager 

Lowell,  Ernest  T.,  Shoecutter 

Mallock,  Graham  C.,  Lineman 

Mansfield,  John  E.,  Carpenter 

McDougall,  George  F.  A.,  Inspector 

McKenney,  Charles  J.,  Clerk 

Mellen,  Paul  F.,  Clerk 

Meuse,  Melvin  H.,  Rattan  Worker 

Murra}',  John  J.,  Interior  Decorator 

Neilson,  George  T.,  Merchandise  Broker 

Nesmith,  Arthur  S.,  Asst.  Treasurer 

Nichols,  Clifton  S.,  Clerk 

O’Brien,  Raymond  E.,  Foreman 

Olsen,  John  E.,  Merchant 

Parker,  Robert  E.,  Civil  Engineer 

Parry,  Louis  A.,  Machinist 


61  Harrison  St. 
87  Prospect  SL 
6 Kingston  St. 
10  Weston  rd, 
14  Eaton  St. 
17  Gardner  Rd, 
19  Manning  St. 
26  Scotland  Rd, 
56  Highland  St. 

1 Hopkins  St. 

96  Oak  St. 
Longview  Rd. 
108  Bancroft  Ave. 

20  Charles  St. 
157  Bancroft  Ave. 
14  Hartshorn  St. 
44  Village  st. 
10  Sanborn  St. 
29a  Highland  St. 
9 Lincoln  St. 
29  Locust  St. 
49  Temple  St. 
64  Linden  St. 
242  Main  St. 
158  Franklin  St. 
13  Village  St. 
105  John  St. 
3 Winthrop  Ave. 
7 Winthrop  Ave. 
37  Vine  St. 
231  Lowell  St. 
20  Hanscom  Ave. 
5 School  St. 
83  Lowell  St. 
371  Main  St. 
26  Pratt  St. 
3 Orange  St. 
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Phippin,  Harry  I.,  Salesman 

84  Summer  Ave. 

Pierce,  Lewis  E.,  Electrical  Engineer 

7 Elliott  St. 

Pollitz,  William  T.,  Postage  Stamp  Dealer 

7 Dudley  St. 

Prescott,  Lincoln  T.,  Clerk 

26  Thorndike  St. 

Reichardt,  Otis  N.,  Retired 

6 Woodward  Ave. 

Remick,  James  H.,  Merchant 

1 Mt.  Vernon  St. 

Richards,  Stuart  F.,  Buyer 

121  Bancroft  .Ave. 

Richardson,  Herbert  S.,  Transportation 

11  Fairview  Ave. 

Riley,  George  J.,  Clerk 

* 

26  Hancock  St. 

Roberts,  G.  Lawrence,  Asst.  Sales  Manager 

67  Summer  Ave. 

Robinson,  Gerald  C.,  Traffic  Manager 

80  Woburn  St. 

Sanders,  Wilbur  S.,  Clerical 

97  Prospect  St. 

Sawyer,  Kenneth  E.,  Inspector  W.  U.  Tel. 

81  Lowell  St. 

Scanlon,  Walter  A.,  Clerk 

31  Wilson  St. 

Schimpfke,  Joseph  C.,  Merchant 

'123  West  St. 

Smith,  Fred  E.,  Supervisor 

34  John  St. 

Springford,  F.  Lionel,  Treasurer 

15  Grand  St. 

Starke,  Albin,  Tinsmith 

55  Eaton  St. 

Steele,  Earl  G.,  Merchant 

169  Main  St. 

Sullivan,  Charles  A.,  Shoe  Cutter 

5 Winthrop  Ave. 

Surrette,  Leo  A.,  Traveling  Frt.  Agt. 

11  Temple  St. 

Symonds,  Hazen  K.,  Manufacturer 

10  Avon  St. 

Taylor,  Walter  F.,  Salesman 

45  Locust  St. 

Temple,  Albert  E.,  Salesman 

71  Prescott  St. 

Temple,  George  F.,  Architect 

140  Woburn  St. 

Tolman,  Lawrence  P.,  Mechanical  Engineer 

21  Scotland  Rd. 

Van  Buskirk,  Joseph  B.,  Real  Estate  Agent 

40  Hanscom  Ave. 

Viall,  Milton  B.,  Clerk 

42  Bancroft  Ave., 

Wade,  Alfred  P.,  Salesman 

165  Summer  Ave. 

Wait,  Charles  R.,  Architect 

86  Prescott  St. 

Whelpley,  George  E.,  Clerk 

254  West  St. 

White,  Frederick  L,  Manufacturer 

150  High  St. 

Wiberg,  Swen  0.,  Nurseryman 

West  St. 

Widdell,  John  M.,  Clerk 

31  Glen  Rd. 

Winship,  Arthur  G.,  Manager 

61  Woburn  St. 

Wright,  Albert  J.,  Proprietor 

23  Locust  St. 

Zwicker,  Lavers  D.,  Foreman 

229  Main  St. 

Approved : 

ALBERT  N.  LEMAN 
J.  WARREN  KILLAM,  JR. 
NEWELL  H.  MORTON 

Reading,  Mass.,  June  29,  1934.  Selectmen  of  Reading. 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION 


Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  March  5,  1934. 

Pursuant  to  the  warrant  and  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  a 
town  meeting  was  held  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator, 
Charles  P.  Howard.  The  warrant  was  partially  read  when  on  motion 
it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further  reading  except  the  Constable’s 
return  which  then  was  duly  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Millard  F. 
Charles. 

Article  1.  To  bring  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  Moderator, 
for  one  year,  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  three  years, 
one  member  for  one  year.  Treasurer  for  one  year,  Collector  of  Taxes 
for  one  year,  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  three  years, 
Town  Clerk  for  one  year,  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
for  three  years,  Tree  Warden  for  one  year,  one  member  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  three  years,  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare 
for  three  years,  one  member  for  one  year,  two  members  of  the  School 
Committee  for  three  years,  two  members  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  for  three  years,  one.  member  of  the  Municipal  Light  Board  for 
three  years,  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  for 
three  years,  two  Constables  for  one  year,  two  members  of  the  Planning 


Board  for  three  years. 

Moderator,  One  Year 

Charles  P.  Howard,  122  Summer  Avenue  2938 

Blanks  595 

Town  Clerk,  One  Year 

Millard  F.  Charles,  66  Bancroft  Avenue  ‘ 2329 

Paul  E.  Wilson,  29  Center  Avenue  1127 

Blanks  77 

Selectman,  Three  Years 

Laura  S.  Gordon,  93  Haven  Street  623 

Albert  N.  Leman,  13  School  Street  2529 

James  E.  Lewis,  9 Chestnut  Road  287 

Blanks  94 

Selectman,  One  Year 

Newell  H.  Morton,  114  Woburn  Street  1801 

Orville  S.  Poland,  59  Oak  Street  1453 

Blanks  279 

Board  of  Public  Welfare,  Three  Years 

Harriett  L.  Rooney,  17  Willow  Street  2831 

Blanks  702 


12 


Board  of  Public  Welfare,  One  Year 

Otto  G.  Scholz,  44  Highland  Street  2717 

Blanks  816 

Assessor,  Three  Years 

Arthur  S.  Cook,  59  Bancroft  Avenue  1823 

Paul  Mellen,  95  Middlesex  Avenue  198 

George  H.  Sidebottom,  80  Summer  Avenue  766 

Alexander  Williamson,  44  Vine  Street  583 

Blanks  163 

Treasurer,  One  Year 

Preston  F.  Nichols,  56  Linden  Street  3150 

Blanks  383 

Tax  Collector,  One  Year 

Grace  V.  Viall,  42  Bancroft  Avenue  3108 

Blanks  425 

Board  of  Public  Works,  Three  Years 

Elmer  P.  Crooker,  Jr.,  43  Berkeley  Street 2016 

Martin  B.  Hartshorn,  214  High  Street  1683 

George  T.  Lewis,  8 Willow  Street  499 

Harold  W.  Putnam,  117  Bancroft  Avenue  2035 

Blanks  833 

Constables,  One  Year 

Leon  G.  Bent,  215  Main  Street  2553 

James  Winthrop  Sias,  5 Salem  Street  2528 

Stephen  W.  Wendell,  88  Ash  Street  978 

Blanks  1007 

Tree  Warden,  One  Year 

Henry  M.  Donegan,  15  Federal  Street  2766 

J.  Roger  Harrington,  16  Willow  Street  513 

Elbridge  Francis  Munnis,  10  John  St.  Court  134 

Blanks  120 

Municipal  Light  Board,  Three  Years 

Harold  B.  Currell,  5 Woodward  Avenue  1057 

Louis  Ellenwood,  50  Lowell  Street  1353 

Charles  Francis  Trevor,  9 Lowell  Street  978 

Blanks  145 

Board  of  Health,  Three  Years 

Kittie  Bangs,  16  Main  Street  523 

Edward  M.  Halligan,  3 Salem  Street  2804 

Blanks  206 
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School  Committee,  Three  Years 

Theodore  P.  Berle,  126  Ash  Street  1456 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  136  Summer  Avenue  2762 

Helen  B.  Hartshorn,  15  Vine  Street  2051 

Blanks  797 

Trustees  Public  Library,  Three  Yeairs 

Warren  L.  Fletcher,  43  Highland  Street  2926 

Jesse  W.  Morton,  114  Woburn  Street 3078 

Blanks  1062 

Trustees  Cemeteries,  Three  Years 

Frank  L.  Edgerley,  203  Main  Street  3076 

Fred  L.  Nutter,  41  Linden  Street  2927 

Blanks  1063 

Planning  Board,  Three  Years 

Clark  S.  Robinson,  393  M,ain  Street 2925 

Wdnthrop  D.  Parker,  1 Charles  Street  2937 

Blanks  1204 

Voted  to  adjourn. 


' MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 

Article  2.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men, Town  Accountant,  Treasurer,  Collector  of  Taxes,  Board  of  As- 
sessors, Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  Clerk,  Tree  Warden,  Board 
of  Health,  Board  of  Public  Welfare,  School  Committee,  Public  Lib- 
rary Trustees,  Municipal  Light  Board,  Cemetery  Trustees,  Planning- 
Board,  Finance  Committee  and  any  other  Boards  and  Special  Com- 
mittees. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  lay  this 
article  on  the  table. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  other  «ecessary  town  officers  and  deter- 
mine what  instructions  shall  be  given  town  officers  and  special  com- 
mittees. 

Article  3.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
following  be  chosen  to  serve  as  Aleasurers  of  Lumber  for  the  en- 
suing 3^ear : Ora  L.  Milbury,  Burton  K.  Symonds,  William  Zwicker, 
Warren  M.  Whitehouse,  Rolland  L.  Perry;  and  the  following  as  Meas- 
urers of  Wood  and  Bark;  Percy  N.  Sweetser,  Burton  K.  Symonds, 
d'homas  F.  Brogan  and  Warren  M.  Whitehouse. 

Voted  to  lay  Article  3 on  the  table. 

Article  4.  To  determine  how  much  money  the  Town  will  raise  and 
appropriate  for  General  Government,  Protection  of  Persons  and  Prop- 
erty, Health  and  Sanitation,  Highways,  Sidewalks,  Draining  Mainten- 
ance, Charities  and  Aid,  Soldiers’  Benefits,  Public  Schools,  Public 
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Library,  Recreation,  Cemeteries,  Memorial  Day  Observance,  Municipal 
Light  Department,  Water  Department,  Sewer  Department,  Maturing 
Debt,  Interest,  Insurance  and  General  Accounts. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that 
^22,977.74  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  General  Government  as  follows  : 

Selectmen’s  Expenses  $ 400.00 

Selectmen’s  Clerical  1,162,96 

Town  Accountant’s  Salary  1,775.48 

Treasurer’s  Salary  1,109.00 

Treasurer’s  Expenses  600.00 

Treasurer’s  Clerical  250.00 

Collector’s  Salary  2,066.00 

Collector’s  Expenses  1,300.00 

Collector’s  Clerical  400.00 

Assessors’  Salaries  1,761.00 

Assessor’s  Expenses  1,600.00 

Assessor’s  Clerical  2,165.80 

Block  System  Survey 200.00 

Town  Clerk’s  Salary  350.00 

Town  Clerk’s  Expenses  600.00 

/ Board  of  Public  Works,  Salaries  and  Expenses  5,500.00 

Registrars’  Salaries  237.50 

Ejection  and  Registration  Expenses 1,300.00 


$ 22,977.74 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  tliat  the 
sum  of  $92,505.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  General  .\ccounts 
as  follows  : 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  $ 2,600.00 

Alunicipal  Building  Maintenance  2,000.00 

Fire  Station  Maintenance 1,065.00 

Police  Station  Maintenance  1,175.00 

Interest  not  including  Water,  Light  and  Sewer  20,665.00 

Maturing  Debt  not  including  Water  and  Light  65,000.00 


$ 92,505.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Sherburne  J.  Watts,  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ($575.00)  be  raised 
and  appropriated  for  Planning  Board  Expenses.  $575.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that 
$64,728.37  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  Protection  of  Persons  and 
Property  as  follows  : 

Police  Department  Maintenance  $ 2,000.00 

Police  Department  Salaries  and  Special  Officers  28,976.00 
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Fire  Department  Maintenance  3,500.00 

Fire  Department  Salaries  17,802.22 

Fire  Department  Call  Men  Salaries  3,200.75 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  1,300.00 

Hydrant  Rentals  1,000.00 

Moth  Department  Maintenance  4,231.00 

Tree  Warden  Maintenance  1,000.00 

Forest  Warden  Maintenance  300.00 

Inspector  of  Buildings  Salary  475.00 

Inspector  of  Wires  Salary  176.60 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Salary  481.80 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Expenses  190.00 

Game  Warden  Salary 95.00 


$ 64,728.37 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Albert  X.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that 
$11,351.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Health  and  Sanitation  as  fol- 


lows : 

Board  of  Health  Salaries  $ 300.00 

Board  of  Health  Expenses  600.00 

Inspector  of  Plumbing  Salary 761.00 

Inspector  of  Animals  Salary  190.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food  Salary 200.00 

Care  of  Contagious  Diseases  6,500.00 

Garbage  Collection  2,300.00 

Dental  Clinic  500.00 


$ 11,351.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00) 
for  connecting  estates  with  the  common  sewer.  $1,000.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  con- 
struction, maintenance  and  repairs  of  highways,  setting  curb,  purchase 
of  materials,  tools  and  appliances  and  for  the  payment  of  any  other 
incidental  expenses  pertaining  thereto.  $30,(X)0.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  ($2,000.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
sidewalk  construction.  $2,000.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Henry  R.  Johnson,  as  amended  by  Robert 
B.  Mount,  it  was  voted  that  there  be  included  in  the  tax  levy  for 
electricity  used  for  street  lights  the  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars,  and  that  said  sum  and  the  income  from  sales  of  elec- 
tricity to  private  consumers  and  for  electricity  supplied  to  municipal 
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buildings  and  for  municipal  power,  and  from  sales  of  appliances  and 
jobbing  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  be  appropriated  for  the  munici- 
pal lighting  plant,  the  whole  to  be  expended  by  the  Manager  of  Muni- 
cipal Lighting,  under  the  direction  and  control  oi  the  Municipal  Light 
Board,  for  the  expense  of  the  plant  for  said  fiscal  year,  as  defined  in 
Section  57  of  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws,  and  that  if  said  sum 
and  said  income  shall  exceed  said  expense  for  said  fiscal  year,  twenty 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer  out  of 
the  profits  of  the  Municipal  Light  Department  and  th-e  balance  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  Construction  Fund  of  said  plant  and  appropriated 
and  used  for  such  additions  thereto  as  may  thereafter  be  authorized 
by  the  Municipal  Light  Board. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($6,500.00)  be  raised  and  ap- 
propriated for  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice.  $6,500,00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
the  maintenance  of  storm  drains  and  waterways.  $500.00 


Article  4.  On  motion  of  Myrtle  L.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that 
$87,850.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Charities  and  Aid  as  follows  : 


Administrative  Expense $ 4,850.00 

Aid,  Board  and  Care  50,000.00 

Temporary  Aid  13,000.00 

Mothers’  Aid  6,000.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  14,000.00 


Article  4.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was 
$16,700.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Soldiers’  Benefits 

State  Aid 

Military  Aid  

Soldiers’  Relief  


$ 87,850.00 
voted  that 
as  follows : 
$ 1,000.00 
700.00 
15,000.00 


$ 16,700.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $211,950.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  School  Depart- 


ment divided  as  follows  : 

General  Maintenance  ^ 42  150.00 

General  Salaries  165,000.00 

Agricultural  Maintenance  300.00 

Agricultural  Salaries  3,000.00 

Industrial  Tuition  1,500.00 


$211,950.00 


17 


Article  4.  On  motion  of  Arthur  N.  Mansfield,  it  was  voted  to 

raise  and  appropriate  the  sam  of  seventy-eight  hundred  dollars 
($7,800.00)  for  the  Public  Library,  to  be  divided  as  follows; 


Salary  Account  $ 5,000.00 

Ivlaintenance  Account  2,800.00 


$ 7,800.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  ($2,000.00)  dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated 
for  the  care  of  Common,  Parks  and  Supervised  Play.  $2,000.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $100.00  for  drinking  fountains. 

$100.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Philip  H.  Tirrell,  it  was  voted  that  the 
. sum  of  eight  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  ($8,600.00)  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  Cemeteries ; eight  thousand  dollars  ($8,000.00)  to  be 
expended  for  maintenance  of  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  and  six  hundred 
dollars  ($603.00)  for  maintenance  and  development  of  Forest  Glen 
Cemetery. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  $500.00 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Memorial  Day  Observance. 

On  motion  of  All)ert  X.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  adjourn  to  meet  in 
this  Flail,  Monday  evening,  March  19.  1934  at  7 :40  P.  M. 

135  voted  “Yes”  and  77  voted  “No”. 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  March  19,  1934. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Mbderator,  Charles  P.  How- 
ard at  7 :40  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Moderator  read  the  beginning  of  the  warrant  for  the  meet- 
ing. On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  further  read- 
ing be  dispensed  with  except  the  Constable’s  Return.  The  Constable’s 
Return  was  read. 

The  Moderator  announced  that  owing  to  the  absence  of  Town 
Clerk,  Millard  F.  Charles,  on  account  of  sickness,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  elect  a temporary  clerk.  Mr.  Leman  nominated  Leon  G.  Bent. 
No  other  no  ninations  were  made.  Ballots  were  distributed,  collected 
and  counted  by  the  Selectmen.  Mr.  Leman  announced  that  Leon  G. 
Bent  received  52  votes  and  that  there  were  11  blanks.  The  Moderator 
declared  Mr.  Bent  elected  Temoorary  Clerk  and  he  was  duly  sworn. 

Gn  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the  Special 
Town  meeting  be  adjourned  to  reconvene  immediately  upon  the  ad- 
j'ournment  of  the  annual  Meeting. 
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ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  March  19,  1934. 

The  adjourned  annual  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Mod- 
erator at  7 :5S  o’clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  Article  4 be 
taken  from  the  table. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $55,000.00,  of  which  sum 
$4,841.02  is  to  be  taken  from  the  unexpended  balance  on  hand  in  the 
Water  Reserve  on  January  1,  1934,  said  appropriation  to  be  used 
by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  payment  of  water  bonds  and 
interest,  maintenance  and  operation  and  construction  of  water  works. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $10,500.00,  of  which  sum 
$1,333.91  is  to  be  taken  from  the  unexpended  balance  on  hand  in  the 
Sewer  Reserve  on  January  1,  1934,  said  appropriation  to  be  used  by  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  payment  of  interest  due  the  current 
year  on  sewer  bonds,  and  the  charges  and  expenses  incident  to  the 
maintenance,  operation  or  extension  of  the  sewer  system. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  $1,150.00 
be  raised  and  appropriated  as  follows : 


Town  Counsel’s  Salary  $ 1,000.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Expenses  150.00 


$ 1,150.00 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time,  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1, 
1934,  and  to  issue  a note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one  year, 
and  to  renew  such  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a period  of  less 
than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chaper  44,  General  Laws ; 
any  debt  or  debts  incurred  under  this  vote  to  be  paid  from  the  revenue 
of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1934. 

Town  Treasurer. 

Article  5.  On  motion  of  Preston  F.  Nichols,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1934  and  to  issue 
a note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  such 
note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a period  of  less  than  one  year  in  ac- 
cordance with  Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General  Laws ; any  debt  or 
debts  incurred  under  this  vote  to  be  paid  from  the  revenue  of  the 
financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1934. 
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Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5000.00)  for  the  Reserve  Fund  as  provided 
by  Section  6,  Chapter  40,  General  Laws,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation 
thereto. 

Town  Accountant. 

Article  6.  On  motion  of  J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that 
$5,000.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  Reserve  Fund  as  provided 
by  Section  6,  Chapter  40,  General  Laws. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  th«  sum 
of  eighteen  dollars  ($18.00)  to  balance  overdraft  in  Old  Age  Assistance 
Agency  Account,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Town  Accountant. 

Article  7.  On  motion  of  J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that 
$18.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  balance  overdraft  in  Old  Age  As- 
sistance Agency  Account. 

Article  8.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  payment  of  unpaid  bills  of  1933  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation 
thereto. 

> Town  Accountant. 

Article  8.  On  motion  of  J.  Warren' Killam,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that 
$300.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  unpaid  bills  of  1933. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  thirty-six  ($653.36)  to  balance 
overdraft  in  the  Snow  and  Ice  Account  of  1933. 

Town  Accountant. 

Article  9.  On  motion  of  J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that 
$653.36  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  balance  overdraft  in  Snow  and 
Ice  Account. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars  ($400.00)  for  the  care  of  graves  of  any  persons 
who  have  served  in  the  Army,  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  of  the  United 
States,  in  time  of  war  or  insurrection,  and  who  have  been  honorably 
discharged  from  such  service,  as  provided  by  Section  22,  Chapter  115, 
General  Laws,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  10.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  $400.00 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  care  of  graves  of  any  persons  who 
have  served  in  the  Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  Corps  of  the  United  States 
in  time  of  war  or  insurrection,  and  who  have  been  honorably  discharged 
from  such  service  as  provided  by  Section  22,  Chapter  115,  General 
Laws. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  a sum 
sufficient  to  pay  the  County  of  Middlesex  as  required  by  law  on  account 
of  assessments  levied  on  the  town  for  its  share  of  th|e  principal  of  the 
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Middlesex  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital  Funding  Loan,  Act  of  1932 
bonds  maturing  in  1934,  issued  in  compliance  with  Chapter -10,  Acts  of 
1932,  also  for  any  other  indebtedness  incurred  and  outstanding  under 
said  Chapter  10,  also  for  the  town’s  share  of  the  cost  and  interest  on 
said  bonds  due  in  1934,  also  for  the  town’s  share  of  the  expense  incurred 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  331  of  the  Acts  of  1933  which  provided 
for  the  settlement  of  certain  claims  of  the  Commonwealth  against  the 
Middlesex  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital  District,  also  for  the  care, 
maintenance,  and  repair  of  said  hospital  for  1933,  and  including  interest 
on  temporary  notes  issued  therefor  in  accordance  with  sections  of 
Chapter  111  of  the  General  Laws  applicable  thereto,  and  for  all  other 
expenses  in  connection  therewith,  determine  how  the  money  shall  be 
raised,  or  in  any  way  act  thereon,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  11.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $3,000.00,  this  being  the  Town’s  share  of  the  principal  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital  Funding  Loan,  Act  of  1932, 
bonds  maturing  in  1934,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  and 
that  a further  sum  of  $1,083.14  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  on  account 
of  interest  and  other  charges  on  account  thereof.  That  a further  sum  of 
$476.17  be  and  hereb}''  is  appropriated  for  the  Town’s  share  of  the  ex- 
pense incurred  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  331  of  the  Acts  of  1933, 
which  provided  for  the  settlement  of  certain  claims  of  the  Common- 
wealth against  the  Middlesex  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital  District. 
That  a further  sum  of  $1,863.69  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  the 
Town’s  share  of  the  net  cost  of  care,  maintenance  and  repairs  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Hospital,  including  interest  on  temporary  notes  is- 
sued therefor,  in  accordance  with  sections  of  Chapter  111  of  the  Gen- 
eral Law's  applicable  thereto.  $6,423.00 

One  hundred  ninety-four  voted  “Yes”  and  None  voted  “No.” 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  sell  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  determine,  any  and  all 
real  estate  acquired  by  the  Town  for  taxes,  wherein  such  title  has  been 
duly  perfected  as  provided  by  law,  and  to  sign,  seal,  acknowledge  and 
deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Town  deeds  and  such  other  in- 
struments which  may  be  necessary,  conveying  such  property  to  the  pur- 
chasers thereof,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  12.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Selectmen  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  empowered  and  instructed 
to  sell  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  determine,  any  and  all 
real  estate  acquired  by  the  Town  for  taxes  wherein  such  title  has  been 
duly  perfected  as  provided  by  law,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  they 
are  further  authorized,  empowered  and  instructed  to  sign,  seal,  ac- 
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knowledge  .and  deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Town,  deeds  and 
such  other  instruments  which  may  be  necessary,  conveying  such  prop- 
erty to  the  purchasers  thereof. 

Article  13.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 

for  the  installation  of  a system  of  traffic  signals  in  Reading  Square 

and  vicinity,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  13.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  indefinite- 
ly postpone  this  Article. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 

for  the  purchase  of  additional  weapons  and  signal  equipment  for 

the  Police  Department,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

.\rticle  14.  On  motion  of  Albert  X.  Lem  in,  it  was  voted  that 
$1,100.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  additional  wea- 
pons and  signal  equipment  for  the  Police  Department. 

Article  15.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purchase  of  an  automobile  for  the  Police  Department. 

, Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  15.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  $850.00 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  an  automobile  for  the 
Police  Department. 

Article  16.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
by  borrowing  or  otherwise  for  the  purchase  of  a triple  combination 
pumping  engine  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  16.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($12,500)  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  a triple  combination  pumping  en- 
gine for  the  Fire  Department ; that  forty-five  hundred  ($4,500)  dollars 
of  said  sum  be  raised  and  appropriated  from  the  tax  levy  of  the  cur- 
rent year  and  that  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  balance 
of  said  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  ($8,000.00)  and  to  issue  therefor 
bonds  or  notes  of  the  Town,  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  Chap- 
ter 44  of  the  General  Laws  and  Acts  amendatory  thereof  and  in  ad- 
dition thereto,  so  that  the  whole  of  said  loan  shall  be  paid  in  not  more 
than  five  years  or  at  such  earlier  time  as  the  Treasurer  and  Board 
of  Selectmen  may  determine  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and 
countersigned  by  the  Selectmen. 

One  hundred  ninety-one  voted  “Yes”  and  12  voted  “No.” 

Article  17.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purchase  of  a portable  pump  for  the  Forest  Warden  or  what 
it  will  do  in  relation  thereto.  Board  of  Selectmen. 
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Article  17.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  this  article. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
eight  hundred  dollars  ($800.00)  for  the  purchase  of  a one  ton  truck 
for  the  Moth  Department  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  18.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  this  Article. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  twenty-five  dollars  ($125.00)  for  the  purpose  of  lo- 
cating a fire  alarm  box  at  the  Sanford  Mills  or  what  it  will  do  in 
relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  19.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  $125.00 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  locating  a fire  alarm  box 
at  the  Sanford  Mills. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  th^e  Board 
of  Selectmen  to  acquire  b}^  purchase,  by  right  of  eminent  domain  or 
otherwise,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Town  a parcel  of  land  located 
in  Great  Island,  so  called,  containing  approximately  three  and  one  half 
acres  (3  )-?)  and  own?d  by  Orville  O.  Ordway,  said  land  when  ac- 
(luired  to  be  a part  of  the  Town  Forest  and  devoted  to  the  culture 
of  forest  trees,  and  to  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropri- 
ate therefor  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

.Article  20.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  acquire  by 
purchase  or  by  right  of  eminent  domain  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  Town,  a parcel  of  land  located  in  Great  Island,  so-called,  con- 
taining ap'roximately  three  and  one-half  acres  owned  by  Orville  O. 
Ordway,  such  land  when  acquired  to  become  part  of  the  Town  Forest 
and  devoted  to  the  culture  of  forest  trees  and  to  raise  and  appropri- 
ate the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  such  purchase  or  taking. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  dispose  of  the  Town  Farm  Building  located  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Pearl  Street  together  with  the  furnishings  and  personal  prop- 
erty therein,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  determine 
or  by  demolishing  such  building  or  to  make  whatever  disposition 
of  such  building  and  personal  property  as  they  may  deem  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Town,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

.\rtide  21.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  that  the  Board  of  Select- 
men be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  Town  Farm 
Building  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  Pearl  Street,  together  with  the 
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furnishings  and  personal  property  therein,  upon  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  they  may  determine  or  by  demolishing  such  building  or  by 
making  whatever  disposition  of  such  building  and  personal  property 
as  they  deem  most  advantageoi^s  to  the  Town,  the  vote  on  this  mo- 
tion was  “No”, 

Article  22.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purpose  of  relocating  the  fire  alarm  wires,  equipment  and  ap- 
paratus on  Haven  Street  between  Main  Street  and  High  Street,  by 
placing  the  same  underground,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  22.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  lay 
this  article  on  the  table. 

Article  23,  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purpose  of  relocating  the  fire  alarm  wires,  equipment  and 
apparatus  on  Main  Street  between  Haven  Street  and  the  Railroad 
crossing,  by  placing  the  same  underground,  or  what  it  will  do  in 
relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  23.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  lay 
this  article  on  the  table, 

Article  24.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
by  borrowing  or  otherwise  for  the  purpose  of  altering  and  repairing 
the  Highland  School  Building  and  for  the  purpose  of  additional  equip- 
ment therefor,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

School  Cominittee. 

Article  24.  On  motion  of  Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  it  was  voted  that  the 
.^nm  of  $9,700.00  dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  altering  and  repairing  the  Highland  School  Building  and  for  the 
purchase  of  additional  equipment  therefor,  such  alterations  and  re- 
pairs to  be  made  under  the  supervision  of  the  School  Committee. 

Article  25.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purchase  of  supplies  and  material  to  be  used  in  the  painting  of 
school  house  buildings  under  C.  W.  A.  project  or  what  it  will  do  in 
rHation  thereto. 

School  Committee. 

Article  25.  On  motion  of  Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  it  was  voted  that 
tfie  sum  of  $800.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
supplies  and  materials  to  be  used  in  the  painting  of  schoolhouse  build- 
ings under  C.  W.  A,  or  other  relief  projects,  such  work  to  be  done  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  School  Committee. 

Article  26.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appro(priate 
for  the  purchase  of  materials  for  the  erection  of  a fence  around  the 
playground  at  the  Junior  High  School  under  C.  W.  A.  project  or  what 
it  will  do  in  relation  thereto.  School  Committee. 
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Article  26.  On  motion  of  Arthur  \V.  Coolidge,  it  was  voted  to 
indefinitely  postpone  this  article. 

Article  27.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purchase  of  materials  for  the  erection  of  bleachers  on  the 
playground  at  the  Junior  High  School  under  C.  W.  A project  or  what 
it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

School  Committee. 

Article  27.  On  motion  of  Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  $3,100.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
materials  for  the  erection  of  bleachers  on  the  playground  at  the  Junior 
High  School  under  C.  W.  A.  or  other  relief  projects,  such  work  to  be 
done  under  the  supervision  of  the  School  Committee. 

Article  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment of  the  litigation  of  Mildred  J.  Gray  against  the  Town  for  dam- 
ages to  premises  on  Kingston  Street  and  to  see  what  sum  the  Town 
will  raise  and  appropriate  therefor  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation 
thereto. 

Law  Committee. 

Article  28.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  , voted  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  litigation  of  Mildred  J.  Gray 
against  the  Town  for  damages  to  premises  on  Kingston  Street  as  a 
result  of  blasting  and  that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00) 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  such  settlement. 

Article  29.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  construction  of  a vault  in  the  Municipal  Building,  for  storage 
of  Books  and  Records  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  or  what  it  will  do 
in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Assessors. 

Article  29.  On  motion  of  Robert  B.  Mount,  it  was  voted  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  this  article. 

Article  30.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  regarding  the 
installation  of  additional  street  lights  on  the  public  streets  during 
1934. 

Municipal  Light  Board. 

Article  30.  On  motion  of  Henry  R.  Johnson,  it  was  voted  that  the 
subject  matter  of  Article  30  be  referred  to  the  Municipal  Light  B'oard, 
and  that  said  Board  be  and  it  hereby  is  authorized  to  install  such  ad- 
ditional street  lights  as  in  its  judgment  are  required  and  to  make 
such  changes  in  the  size,  type  and  location  of  existing  street  lights 
as  it  may  deem  advisable,  the  expense  of  same  to  be  paid  from  the  in- 
come of  the  plant. 

Article  31.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  extend  and  enlarge 
the  Municipal  Light  Plant  by  the  installation  of  underground  ducts 
and  cables,  including  the  necessary  manholes  and  service  connections, 
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also  ornamental  street  l^ghtaig  standards  and  lighting  units,  and  remove 
the  existing  poles,  overhead  distribution  wires  and  street  lights  on 
Haven  Street  between  Main  and  High  Streets,  including  underground 
connections  to  the  overhead  system  on  Gould  Street,  Linden  Street 
and  Sanborn  Street,  and  raise  and  appropriate  therefor,  by  borrowing 
or  otherwise  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000.00)  or  what 
it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Municipal  Light  Board. 

Article  31.  On  motion  of  Henry  R.  Johnson,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Municipal  Light  Board  be  authorized  to  extend  and  enlarge  the 
Municipal  Light  Plant  by  the  installation  of  underground  ducts  and 
cables,  including  the  necessary  manholes  and  service  connections,  also 
ornamental  street  lighting  standards  and  lighting  units,  and  remove 
the  existing  poles,  overhead  distribution  wires  and  street  lights  on 
Haven  Street  between  Main  and  High  Streets,  including  underground 
connections  to  the  overhead  system  on  Gould  Street,  Linden  Street 
and  Sanborn  Street,  and  that  there  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the 
above  purpose  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
amount  which  may  be  available  in  the  Depreciation  Fund,  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Manager  of  Mlunicipal  Lighting  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  Municipal  Light  Board;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  and  directed,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,. 
to  borrow  said  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  issue  therefor 
bonds  or  notes  of  the  Town,  such  bonds  or  notes  to  be  payable  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws 
and  all  amendments  thereof  and  additions  thereto,  so  that  the  whole 
loan  shall  be  payable  in  not  more  than  twenty  years  from  the  date 
of  the  first  bond  or  note  issued  or  at  such  earlier  date  as  the  Treas- 
urer and  Selectmen  shall  determine. 

One  hundred  .“^ixty-eight  voted  “Yes”  and  four  voted  “No”. 

On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  22 
from  the  table. 

.Article  22.  On  motion  of  .A.lbert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars  $900.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  relocating  the  fire  alarm  wires,  equipment  and  apparatus 
on  Haven  Street  between  Main  Street  and  High  Street,  by  placing 
the  same  underground. 

.■\rticle  32.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  the 
Cemetery  Reserve  Fund,  receipts  from  the  sale  of  lots  and  graves  in 
Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  ($600.00)  for 
permanent  development  of  Laurel  Hill  Cemetera^  or  what  it  will  do  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  32.  On  motion  of  Philip  H.  Tirrell,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  appropriate  from  the  Cemetery  Reserve  Fund  receipts  from  the 
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sale  of  lots  and  graves  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars  ($600.00)  for  permanent  development  of  Laurel  Hill  Cem- 
etery. 

Article  33.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  seventy-five  dollars  ($75.00)  for  further  development  of  the  Town 
Forest  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

. Committee  on  Re-forestation. 

Article  33.  On  motion  of  O.  O.  Ordway,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  $75.00  for  the  further  development  of  the 
Town  Forest. 

Article  34.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the 
development  of  Storm  Water  Drainage,  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
six  hundred  three  and  sixty-nine  one  hundredths  dollars  ($1,603.69)  or 
what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto.  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  34.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  three  and  69-100  dollars  ($2,603.69) 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  development  of  storm  water  drain- 
age. 

Article  35.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  seven  thousand  dollars  ($7,000.00)  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
and  constructing  Main  Street  from  Haven  Street  to  the  Boston  and 
Maine  Railroad  Crossing,  under  Section  34,  Chapter  90  of  the  General 
Laws,  providing  the  State  and  County  appropriate  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  ($14,000.00)  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  35.  Harold  W.  Putnam  moved  that  $7,000.00  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  improving  and  constructing  Main 
Street  from  Haven  Street  to  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Crossing" 
under  Section  34,  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws,  providing  the  State 
and  County  appropriate  the  sum  of  $14,000.00.  Mr.  Charles  P.  Howard 
called  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Davis  to  act  as  Moderator  and  Mr.  Howard  took 
the  floor  and  offered  an  amendment  to  read  “Moved:  That  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $6,000.00  for  the  purpose  of  improving- 
and  constructing  Main  Street  from  Haven  Street  to  Washington  Street 
provided  the  State  and  County  appropriate  $12,000.00”.  The  motion  by 
Harold  W.  Putnam  w^as  first  put  to  a vote  and  the  vote  was  “No”. 
Mr.  Howard’s  amendment  was  voted. 

Article  23.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  take  this 
article  from  the  table. 

Article  23.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  th-e 
purpose  of  relocating  the  fire  alarm  wires,  equipment  and  apparatus  on 
Main  Street  between  Haven  Street  and  the  railroad  crossing,  by  plac- 
ing the  same  underground. 


Article  36.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  high- 
way of  a private  way  known  as  KHis  Avenue,  under  the  provisions  of 
law  authorizing  the  assessments  of  betterments,  such  highway  being- 
laid  out  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey 
and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the  statu- 
tory requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public  way 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Ellis  Avenue,  and  to>  raise 
and  appropriate  for  the  said  laying  out  and  the  construction  of  said 
way  the  sum  of  one  hundred  forty  and  forty-one  hundredths  ($140.41) 
dollars,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  of  Ellis 
Avenue. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require 
the  la5nng  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing 
the  assessments  of  betterments  substantially  in  the  location  herein- 
after described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating 
to  notice  to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and 
having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then 
and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have 
laid  out  as  a town  way  for  the  use  of  the  town,  running  westerly  from 
the  terminus  of  the  town  way  known  as  Ellis  Avenue,  substantially 
as  and  in  the  location  of  the  private  way  known  as  Ellis  Avenue  Ex- 
tension, the  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are 
as  follows  : 

The  southerly  line  of  said  Extension  commences  at  a stake  set  on 
the  westerly  side  line  of  Hillcrest  Road,  said  stake  being  S 80  degrees — 
00’  W.,  a distance  of  45.09  feet  from  a stone  bound  set  at  the  southeas- 
erly  corner  of  said  Hillcrest  Road  and  Ellis  Avenue  aforesaid. 

From  thence  the  said  southerly  line  runs  S.  80  degrees  ■ — 00’  W.,  by 
land  of  M,ary  G.  and  Joseph  B.  Byram  and  land  of  Mary  L.  Cate,  a 
distance  of  265.00  feet  to  a stake;  said  stake  being  at  the  westerly 
end  of  said  extension. 

Thence  N.  12  degrees  — 45’  — 50”  W.,  by  land  of  said  Mary  L. 
Cate,  a distance  of  45.05  feet  to  a Drill  Hole  at  the  end  of  a wall  at  the 
southeasterly  corner  of  land  of  Arthur  F.  and  Irene  B.  Hopkins  ; said 
Drill  Hole  marking  the  westerly  terminus  of  the  northerly  line  herein- 
after described. 

Thence  N.  80  degrees  — 00’  E.,  by  land  of  Hazel  W.  Sawyer  and 
land  of  Frank  H.  Nutting  parallel  with  and  forty-five  feet  distant  from 
the  first-described  southerly  line,  a distance  of  264.35  feet  to  a spike 
set  at  the  northwesterly  corner  of  said  Hillcrest  Road  and  Ellis  Ave- 
nue Extension. 
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Thence  S.  13  degrees— ^5— 30”  E.,  by  the  westerly  line  of  said  Hill- 
crest  Road,  a distance  of  45.09  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Said  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  entitled  “Plan  and 
Profile  of  Ellis  Avenue  Extension”,  made  under  date  of  Nov.  1933  by 
Davis  & Abbott,  Civil  Engineers,  Reading,  Mass.,  said  plan  being  a. 
part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for 
this  improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are  done 
under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  assessments  of  betterments, 
and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known  as 
a public  town  way  and  named  Ellis  Avenue  and  that  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  forty  and  forty-one  hundreths  dollars  ($140.40)  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construction  of  the  said 
way. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

MARTIN  B.  HARTSHORN 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading. 

Article  36.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  accept  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying 
out  of  Ellis  Avenue  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation  therein  contain- 
ed, and  to  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  lajnng  out  and  said  construc- 
tion of  the  said  way  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  and  40-100  dol- 
lars ($140.40). 

Article  37.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocating  or  altering  of  the  corner  of 
High  and  Lowell  Streets,  such  highways  being  relocated  or  altered  in 
accordance!  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the 
statutory  requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  reloca- 
tion or  alteration  of  the  Corner  of  High  and  Lowell  Streets  as  shown 
on  said  plan,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  37.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Reloca- 
tion or  Alteration  of  the  Corner  of  High  and  Lowell  Streets. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  having  determined  and  adjudged  that 
common  convenience  require  that  the  public  highway  be  laid  out,  re- 
located or  altered  as  and  in  the  location  hereinafter  described,  having 
complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating  to  notice  to  owners  of 
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land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and  having  met  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then  and  there  heard  all  per- 
sons present,  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have  laid  out,  relocated  or  al- 
tered as  a public  highway  for  the  use  of  the  Town,  the  corner  of  High 
and  Lowell  Streets.  The  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  public 
highways  as  so  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  are  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a point  on  the  easterly  side  line  of  High  Street,  near 
the  junction  of  Lowell  Street,  thence  running  North  24  degrees — 30’ 
West,  twenty  feet  (20)  to  a stone  bound: 

Thence  by  a curved  line  to  the  right  having  a radius  of  nine  and 
61/100  feet  (.61)  a distance  of  twenty-six  and  54/100  feet  (26.54)  to 
a stone  bound  on  the  present  westerly  side  line  of  Lowell  St. : 

Thence  South  46  degrees — 16’  East,  twenty  feet  (20)  to  a stone 
bound  marking  the  easterly  terminus  of  a curve  having  a radius  of 
thirteen  and  46/100  feet  (13.46),  a distance  of  thirty-seven  and  17/100 
feet  to  a stone  bound  and  the  point  of  beginning. 

Said  parcel  is  estimated  to  contain  339.39  square  feet  of  land. 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  en- 
titled “Alteration  of  Corner  of  High  and  Lowell  Streets,  Reading, 
Mass.”  made  under  date  of  November,  1933  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  of  Reading,  Mass.,  said  plan  being  part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for 
this  improvement. 

No  betterments  arc  to  be  made  for  this  improvement. 

This  laying  out,  relocation  or  alteration  so  made  by  us  we  hereby 
report  to  the  Town  for  acceptance  and  recommend  that  when  this 
report  is  accepted  and  adopted  by  the  Town,  that  said  public  highway 
shall  thereafter  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  in  accordance  with 
said  plan. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

MARTIN  B.  HARTSHORN 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading. 

On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  ac- 
cept the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocating  or  al- 
tering of  High  and  Lowell  Streets  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
therein  contained. 

Article  38.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocating  or  altering  of  Grove  Street, 
such  highway  being  relocated  or  altered  in  accordance  with  plan  duly 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
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Town  Clerk,  in  accordance  with  the  statutory  requirements  and  to  see 
if  the  Town  will  accept  the  relocation  or  alteration  of  Grove  Street  as 
shown  on  said  plan,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 
Article  38.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Relocation 
or  alteration  of  Grove  Street. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require 
that  the  public  highway  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  and  in  the 
location  hereinafter  described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements 
of  law  relating  to  notice  to  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing 
thereon,  and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hear- 
ing and  then  and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be 
heard,  have  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  a public  highway  for  th^e 
use  of  the  Town,  Grove  Street.  The  boundaries  and  measurements 
of  said  public  highway  are  so  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  westerly  line  of  said  Grove  Street  as  hereby  relocated  begins 
at  a point  in  land  of  the  Mary  A.  Fyfe  Estate,  said  point  being  S. 
45  degrees — 56’  — 50”  W.,  a distance  of  40.00  feet  from  a point  of  curve 
on  the  easterly  side  of  said  Grove  Street  with  Forest  Street,  said 
curve  also  being  relocated  as  shown  on  a plan  hereinafter  mentioned ; 

From  thence  the  said  westerly  line  runs  N.  44  degrees — ^03’  • — 10” 
W.,  through  land  of  the  said  Fyfe  Estate,  a distance  of  65.40  feet  to  an 
angle  : 

Thence  N.  41  degrees — 48’  W.  through  land  of  said  Fvfe  Estate  a 
distance  of  352.74  feet  to  a point  of  curve  near  line  of  Harry  E.  and 
Nellie  F.  White  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right,  on  a radius  of  240.00  feet,  partly 

by  land  of  the  said  Whites  and  partly  within  the  limits  of  said  Grove 

Street  heretofore  used  for  highway  purposes,  a length  of  154.54  feet 
to  a point  of  tangent  by  land  of  Annie  M.  Wilson: 

Thence  N.  4 degrees  — 54’  — 20”  W.,  through  land  of  the  said  Wil- 
son a distance  of  370.64  feet  to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  1000.00  feet,  through 
land  of  the  said  Wilson  and  thence  through  land  of  Florence  Sargent, 
a length  of  359.8^  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  25  degrees  — 31’  — v30”  W.,  through  and  then  by  land 
of  said  Sargent,  a distance  of  232.41  feet,  to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  1300.00  feet,  by  land 

of  the  said  Sargent  and  then  through  land  of  Charles  G.  Tucker,  a 
length  of  237.99  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  15  degrees  — 02’  — 10”  W.,  through  and  thence  by  land 
of  the  said  Tucker,  a distance  of  598.61  feet  to  a point  of  curve: 
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Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  760.00  feet,  by  and 
thence  through  land  of  the  said  Tucker  and  thence  through  land  of  Har- 
old D.  and  Esther  R.  Russell,  a length  of  242.67  feet  to  a point  of  tangent 
on  the  westerly  side  line  of  said  Grove  Street  as  laid  out  and  adopted 
by  the  Town,  March  14,  1932,  and  on  the  first  westerly  course  de- 
scribed in  that  description. 

The  easterly  line  of  said  Grove  Street  as  hereby  relocated  begins 
at  a point  near  land  of  Melora  C.  Shepard,  said  point  being  at  right 
angles  and  40.00  feet  easterly  of  the  above-described  point  of  com- 
mencement of  the  westerly  line,  and  runs  N.  44  degrees  • — 03’  — 10” 
W.,  a distance  of  64.61  feet  to  an  angle  which  is  on  the  prolongation 
of  the  southerly  side  of  said  Forest  Street: 

Thence  N.  41  degrees  — 48’  W.,  across  said  Forest  Street,  a dis- 
tance of  43.86  feet  to  a point  which  is  on  the  prolongation  of  the 
northerly  side  of  said  Forest  Street: 

Thence  on  the  same  course  by  land  of  William  T.  and  Mabel 
V.  W.  Fairclough  a distance  of  254.81  feet  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  359.75  feet,  through 
land  of  said  Faircloughs  and  by  and  thence  through  land  of  M. 
Russell  Meikle  and  Margaret  Meikle,  a length  of  231.65  feet  to  a point 
of  tangent  at  land  of  Isabelle  F.  McSheehy: 

Thence  N.  4 degrees  — 54’  — ^20”  W.,  by  land  of  the  said  McSheehy 
and  by  land  of  I^ertha  L.  Brown,  a distance  of  317.16  feet  to  a point 
of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  1040.00  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  Brown,  land  of  Bernard  B.  and  Marie  R.  Welch  and 
through  and  thence  by  land  of  Henry  A.  Feindel,  a length  of  374.27 
feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  25  degrees  — 31’  — 30”  W.,  through  land  of  the  said 
Feindel  across  a private  way  known  as  Spruce  Road,  a distance  of 
232.41  feet  to  a point  of  curve  within  the  limits  of  said  Spruce  Road : 
Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  1260.00  feet,  through 
land  of  the  Reading  Co-operative  Bank  and  through  land  of  the  John 
A.  McLeod  Estate,  a length  of  230.66  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  N.  15  degrees  — 02’  — 10”  W.,  through  land  of  the  said 
McLeod  Estate  a distance  of  324.25  feet  to  a point  on  the  prolongation 
of  the  southerly  side  line  of  Franklin  Street; 

Thence  on  the  same  course  across  Franklin  Street  a distance  of 
52.37  feet  to  a point  on  the  prolongation  of  the  northerly  side  line 
of  said  Franklin  Street: 

Thence  on  the  same  course  by  land  of  Ida  Lucas  a distance  of 
302.50  feet  to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  300.00  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  Lucas  and  through  other  land  of  the  said  John  A. 
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'McLeod  Estate  and  thence  through  the  limits  of  said  Grove  Street  as 
laid  out  and  adopted  by  the  Town  as  aforesaid,  a length  of  95.79  feet 
to  a point  of  tangent  on  the  easterly  side  line  of  said  Grove  Street  and 
on  the  first  easterly  course  described  therein ; 

The  intersection  of  the  said  easterly  side  line  of  Grove  Street  with 
the  southerly  side  line  of  said  Forest  Street  is  hereby  relocated  with  a 
curve  of  40.01  foot  radius  and  length  of  81.33  feet,  and  the  intersec- 
tion with  the  northerly  side  line  of  said  Forest  Street  with  a curve 
of  70.00  foot  radius  and  length  of  80.38  feet : 

Th  intersection  of  the  said  easterly  side  line  of  Grove  Street 
with  the  southerly  side  line  of  said  Franklin  Street  is  hereby  widened 
with  a curve  of  1’80.00  foot  radius  and  length  of  184.03  feet,  and  the 
intersection  with  the  northerly  side  line  of  said  Franklin  Street  with 
a curve  of  35.00  foot  radius  and  length  of  74.42  feet,  all  as  shown 
on  a plan  hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  en- 
titled, “Plan  of  a portion  of  Grove  Street,  Reading,  Mass.,  said  plan  be- 
ing a part  of  this  description.” 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  propert}'-  by  reasons  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for 
this  improvement. 

No  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  for  this  improvement. 

This  laying  out,  relocation  or  alteration  so  made  by  us  we  hereby 
report  to  the  town  for  acceptance  and  recommend  that  when  this  report 
is  accepted  and  adopted  by  the  town  the  said  public  highway  shall 
thereafter  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  in  accordance  with  said 
plan. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

MARTIN  B.  HARTSHORN 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town 
accept  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocating  or 
altering  of  Grove  Street  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation  therein 
contained. 

Article  39.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway  of  a 
private  way  known  as  Third  Street,  under  the  provisions  of  law  au- 
thorizing the  assessments  of  betterments,  such  highway  being  laid  out 
in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey  and  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the  statutory  re- 
quirements, and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public  way  laid 
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out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Third  Street,  and  to  raise  ancf 
appropriate  for  the  said  laying  out  and  the  construction  of  said  way  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  fifteen  and  forty-eight  one  hundredths  dollars, 
($315.48)  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 
Article  39.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out 
of  Third  Street. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require 
the  laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing 
the  assessments  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location  herein- 
after described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating 
to  notice  to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon, 
and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing 
and  then  and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard, 
have  laid  oat  as  a town  way  for  the  use  of  the  Town,  running  north- 
erly from  a private  way  known  as  Cedar  Street,  substantially  as  and 
in  the  location  of  the  private  way  known  as  Third  Street,  the  bound- 
aries and  measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows : 

The  westerly  line  of  said  Third  Street  commences  at  a point  of 
curve  with  said  Cedar  Street,  said  point  being  S.  85  degrees  — 13’  • — 00” 
E.,  a distance  of  79.94  feet  from  a private  stone  bound  set  on  the 
northerly  side  line  of  said  Cedar  Street  between  the  lands  of  Joseph 
and  Isabelle  J.  Shipkin  and  Isabelle  J.  Grant  Shipkin  : 

From  thence  the  said  Westerly  line  runs  on  a curve  to  the  left  with 
a radius  of  20.00  feet,  a length  of  31.48  feet  across  land  of  said  Ship- 
kin to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  4 degrees  — 36’  — 0”  E.,  by  land  of  said  Shipkin,  Town 
of  Reading,  Joseph  Shipkin,  Bert  F.  Fuller,  and  Fred  F.  Smith,  a dis- 
tance of  510.00  feet  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  on  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  20.00  feet  across 
land  of  said  Smith  a length  of  31.56  feet  to  a point  of  tangent  on  the 
southerly  side  line  of  a private  wa.y  known  as  North  Street  as  shown 
on  a plan  above  referred  to  and  at  the  northerly  end  of  this  layout : 
From  thence  the  northerly  line  of  said  Third  Street  runs  S.  85 
degrees  — 13’  E.,  along  the  southerly  line  of  said  North  Street  a dis- 
tance of  80.00  feet  to  a point  of  tangent  on  land  of  Joseph  Shipkin: 
From  thence  the  easterly  line  of  said  Third  Street  runs  on  a 
curve  to  the  left,  having  a radius  of  20.00  feet,  across  land  of  said 
Shipkin,  a distance  of  31.48  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  S.  4 degrees  — 36’'  — 0”  W.,  by  lands  of  said  Shipkin, 
Town  of  Reading,  Isabelle  J.  Grant  Shipkin,  Josephine  A.  Sweetser 
and  Edith  M.  Nichols,  Joseph  Shipkin  and  the  Town  of  Reading,  a 
distance  of  510.00  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 
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Thence  on  a curve  to  the  left,  with  a radius  of  20.00  feet,  across 
land  of  said  Town  of  Reading,  a distance  of  31.35  feet,  to  a point  of 
tangent  on  the  northerly  side  line  of  a private  way  known  as  Cedar 
Street  as  shown  on  a plan  above  referred  to  and  on  the  southerly  end 
of  this  layout : 

From  thence  the  said  Southerly  line  runs  N.  85  degrees — 13’  W.,  a 
distance  of  80.00  feet  to  point  of  beginning. 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  en- 
titled, “Flan  of  Third  Street,  Reading,  Mass.,  Board  of  Public  Works, 
Alexander  Birnie,  Supt.,”  made  under  date  of  February,  1934,  said 
plan  being  a part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for 
this  improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are 
done  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  assessments  of  bet- 
terments and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known  as 
a public  town  way  and  named  Third  Street  and  that  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  fifteen  and  48-100  dollars  ($315.48)  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construction  of  the  said  way. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

MARTIN  B.  HARTSHORN 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

.\rticle  39-  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  accept  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying 
out  of  Third  Street  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation  therein  contained, 
and  to  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  the 
said  way  the  sum  of  three  hundred  fifteen  and  48/100  ($315.48)  dollars. 

Article  40.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway 
of  a private  way  known  as  Cedar  Street,  under  the  provisions  of  law 
authorizing  the  assessments  of  betterments,  such  highway  being  laid 
out  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey  and 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the  statutory 
requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public  way  laid 
out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Cedar  Street,  and  to  raise  and 
appropriate  for  the  said  laying  out  and  the  construction  of  said 
way  the  sum  of  one  hundred  three  and  fifty-three  hundredths  dollars 
($103.53)  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 


Board  of  Public  Works. 


Article  40.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of 
Reading  on  the  laying  out  of  Cedar  Street. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  re- 
quire the  laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  au- 
thorizing the  assessments  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location 
hereinafter  described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law 
relating  to  notice  to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing 
thereon,  and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such 
hearing  and  then  and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired 
to  be  heard,  have  laid  out  as  a town  way  for  the  use  of  the  Town, 
running  easterly  from  Hopkins  Street,  substantially  as  and  in  the  loca- 
tion of  the  private  way  known  as  Cedar  Street,  the  boundaries  and 
measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows  : 

The  Northerly  line  of  said  Cedar  Street  commences  at  a stake  set 
on  the  northeasterly  side  of  said  Hopkins  Street  and  at  land  of  Isa- 
belle J.  Grant  Shipkin  and  runs  on  a bearing  of  S.  85  degrees  ■ — 13’ 
E.,  by  land  of  said  Isabelle  J.  Grant  Shipkin  a distance  of  164.79  feet 
to  a stone  bound  set  at  tiie  point  of  a curve  that  bears  to  the  left 
and  connects  with  said  Third  Street : 

Thence  on  same  course  across  the  southerly  end  of  said  Third 
Street  a distance  of  60.06  feet  to  a point  of  intersection  with  the 
easterly  side  line  of  said  Third  Street  and  to  the  easterly  end  of  this 
layout  : 

From  thence  a connection  is  made  to  the  southerly  line  of  said 
Cedar  Street  with  a bearing  of  S.  4 degrees  — 36’  W.  (which  is  a pro- 
longation of  the  said  easterly  side  line  of  Third  st.)  a distance  of  50.00 
feet  to  a point  by  land  of  Charles  H.  Gillespie  and  Julia  J.  Gillespie: 

Thence  the  said  southerly  line  runs  on  a bearing  of  N.  85  degrees — 
13’  W.  by  land  of  said  Gillespie,  parallel  with  and  fifty  feet  distant  from 
the  above-described  northerly  line,  a distance  of  137.16  feet  to  a stone 
bound  set  on  the  easterly  side  line  of  said  Hopkins  St.,  and  the  west- 
terly  end  of  this  layout : 

From  thence  the  line  runs  on  a bearing  of  N.  55  degrees  — 34’  ■ — 10” 
W.,  along  the  easterly  side  line  of  Hopkins  Street  a distance  of  101.08 
feet  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan 
entitled  “Plan  of  Cedar  Street,  Reading,  Mass.,  Board  of  Public  Works, 
Alexander  Birnie,  Supt.,”  made  under  date  of  February,  1934,  said 
plan  being  a part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made 
for  this  improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out 
are  done  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  assessments  of 
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betterments  and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to’  the  Town 
for  acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known 
as  a public  town  way  and  named  Cedar  Street  and  that  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  three  and  fifty-three  one  hundredths  dollars  ($103.53)  be 
raised  and  appropriated  for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  said  way. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

MARTIN  B.  HARTSHORN 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  ac- 
cept the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  of 
Cedar  Street  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation  therein  contained,  and 
to  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  the 
said  way  the  sum  of  one  hundred  three  and  53-100  dollars  ($103.53). 

Article  41.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  sixty-one  dollars  ($61.00)  to  indemnify  and  reimburse  Capt.  Hugh  L. 
Eames  for  medical  assistance  and  hospital  charges  resulting  from  in- 
juries sustained  while  in  line  of  duty  as  a fireman,  or  what  it  will  do 
in  relation  thereto. 

O.  O.  Ordway. 

Article  41.  On  motion  of  O.  O.  Ordway,  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  sixty-one  ($61.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  indemnify  and 
reimburse  Capt.  Hugh  L.  Eames  for  medical  attendance  and  hospital 
charges  resulting  from  injuries  sustained  at  a fire  which  occurred  on 
August  1,  1933,  while  in  line  of  duty  as  a fireman. 

Article  42.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  ($2,500.00)  for  the  purchase  of  an  am- 
bulance to  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Police  Department,  or  what  it 
will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Maurice  O.  Reebenacker  and  others. 

Article  42.  On  motion  of  Maurice  Reebenacker,  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2500.00  for  the  purchase 
of  an  ambulance  to  be  placed  in  direct  charge  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. 

Ninety  voted  “Yes"  and  seventy-five  voted  “No". 

Article  43.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars  ($400.00)  for  Child  Welfare  Work,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Reading  Visiting  Nurse  Association, 
and  the  Board  of  Health,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Inez  H.  Damon  and  others. 
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Article  43.  On  motion  of  J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that 
$400.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Child  Welfare  Work,  the  same 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association 
and  the  Board  of  Health, 

Article  44.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  instruct  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  to  renew  the  present  lease  for  suitable  headquarters 
for  Reading  Post  62  of  the  American  Legion,  for  a further  term  of 
one  year  and  will  raise  and  appropriate  therefor  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  ($1000.00),  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Thomas  Classen  and  others. 

Article  44.  On  motion  of  Thomas  Classen,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  empowered 
and  directed  to  renew  or  extend  the  present  lease  providing  for  suit- 
able quarters  for  Reading  Post  No.  62  of  the  American  Legion  for 
a further  term  of  one  year  and  to  sign  and  execute  said  renewal  and 
that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00)  be  and  hereby  is 
raised  and  appropriated  therefor  as  rent  for  such  premises. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  accept 
the  report  of  Town  Officers  and  committees,  including  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Committee.  ' 

Article  2.  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  in  regard  to  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  Municipal  Light  Department  Store  so-called,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  vote  of  the  Town  at  the  Annual  meeting  of  1933, 
under  Article  3 of  the  Town  Warrant, 

To  the  Citizens  : 

The  store  is  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  selling  electrical  ap- 
pliances to  encourage  the  increased  use  of  electrical  current,  there- 
by increasing  the  profit  of  the  electric  light  plant  and  making  possible 
lower  rates  to  consumers,  which,  of  course,  is  necessary  and  advisable. 

At  the  present  time  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  other  con- 
cern or  agency  that  can  merchandise  the  complete  line  of  appliances 
and  give  service  as  good  as  the  Electric  Light  Department,  therefore 
the  present  arrangement  should  be  continued. 

The  expense  occasioned  by  operating  the  store  is  relative  to 
the  benefit  accruing  to  the  plant  and  open  to  honest  difference  of  opin- 
ion. It  seems  to  your  Committee  that  the  cost  of  store  management, 
in  view  of  the  experience  and  ability  of  the  different  salesmen  and 
manager,  could  be  decreased,  without  decreasing  the  relative  value 
and  efficiency  of  the  store  to  the  plant, 

March. 6,.  1934.  Finance  Committee, 

■ - , Robert  ,B.  Mount,  Chairman., 

Onmnotion  of- Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

LEON  G.  BENT,  Temporary  Clerk. 
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ADJOURNED  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Security  Hall,  Woburn  Street,  March  19,  1934. 

The  Moderator . opened  the  Special  Town  Meeting  which  had  been 
adjourned. 

Article  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  IV  of  the 
By-Laws  of  the  Town  by  striking  therefrom  Sections  1 and  2 and  in- 
serting in  place  thereof  the  following : 

“Section  1.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  constitute  the  Law 
Committee  of  the  Town”. 

“Section  2.  The  Law  Committee  shall  hereafter  annually  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  and  whenever  a vacancy  shall  exist,  choose 
some  ccmpetent  lawyer  to  act  as  Town  Counsel,  who  shall  be  paid  such 
a salary  as  may  be  determined  by  the  annual  town  meeting”. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  1.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  that  the  By-Laws  of 
the  Town  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  amended  by  striking  from  Ar- 
ticle 4,  Sections  1 and  2 and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following : 

“Section  1.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  constitute  the  Law 
Committee  of  the  Town”. 

“Section  2.  The  Law  Committee  shall  hereafter  annually  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April  and  whenever  a vacancy  shall  exist,  choose 
some  competent  lawyer  to  act  as  Town  Counsel,  who  shall  be  paid 
such  salary  as  may  be  determined  by  the  annual  town  meeting”. 

The  same  was  not  voted. 

Article  2.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purpose  of  foreclosing  in  the  Land  Court,  the  right  of  re- 
demption to  real  estate  taken  by  the  Town  for  non-pa3auent  of  taxes 
previous  to  the  year  1932,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  foreclosing  in  the  Land  Court  the  right  ,of  redemption 
to  real  estate  taken  by  the  Town  for  non-pa^nnent  of  taxes  previous 
to  the  year  1932. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocating  or  altering  of  Franklin 
St.,  such  highway  being  relocated  or  altered  in  accordance  with 
plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  in  accordance  with  statutory  requirements, 
and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  relocation  or  alteration  of 
Franklin  Street  as  shown  on  said  plan  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation 
thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 
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Article  3.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Relocation 
or  alteration  of  Franklin  Street. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  re- 
(juire  that  the  public  highway  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  and 
in  the  location  hereinafter  described,  having  complied  with  all  re- 
(juirements  of  law  relating  to  notice  to  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of 
a hearing  thereon,  and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for 
such  hearing  and  then  and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired 
to  be  heard,  have  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  a public  highway 
for  the  use  of  the  town,  Franklin  Street.  The  boundaries  and  meas- 
urements of  said  public  highway  as  so  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered 
are  as  follows  : 

The  northerly  side  line  of  said  Franklin  Street  as  hereby  relo- 
cated begins  at  a Massachusetts  Highway  Stone  Bound  at  land  of 
Elmer  R.  Batchelder.  Thence  on  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius 
of  39.v39  feet,  through  land  of  said  Batchelder,  a length  of  57.84  feet  to 
a point  of  tangent : 

From  thence  the  said  northerly  line  runs  S.  88  degrees  — 06’ — 30”  W., 
partly  within  the  limits  of  said  Franklin  Street  heretofore  used  for  high- 
way purposes  and  partly  f)y  land  of  W.  Raymond  Emerson,  Adm.,  a 
distance  of  466.70  feet  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  743.94  feet,  through 
land  of  said  Emerson,  Adm.,  a length  of  95.85  feet  to  a point  of  tan- 
gent : 

Thence  N.  84  degrees  — 30’  — 30”  W.,  through  land  of  said  Emer- 
son, Adm.,  a distance  of  48.75  feet  to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left,  on  a radius  of  987.32  feet,  still 
by  land  of  said  Emerson,  Adm.,  and  land  of  Mary  C.  Emerson,  a length 
of  95.91  feet  to  a point  of  tangent. 

Thence  S.  89  degrees  — 55’  — 30”  W.,  through  land  of  said  Mary 
C.  Emerson,  a length  of  117.96  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  S.  69  degrees  — 59’  — 30’’'  W.,  still  through  land  of  said 
M<ary  C.  Emerson,  a distance  of  80.00  feet  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left,  on  a radius  of  341.00  feet  partly 
by  land  of  said  Mary  C.  Emerson  partly  within  the  limits  of  said 
hVanklin  Street  heretofore  used  for  highway  purposes  and  land  of  W. 
Raymond  Emerson,  Adm.,  a length  of  393.79  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  S.  43  degrees  — 50’  — 30”  W.,  through  land  of  said  Emer- 
son, Adm.,  a portion  of  Franklin  Street  heretofore  used  for  highway 
purposes,  and  land  of  Ralph  S.  Hills  and  Eva  Hills,  a distance  of  664.70 
feet  to  a point  of  curve. 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right,  on  a radius  of  480.00  feet,  by 
lands  of  said  Hills  and  Winthrop  S.  Buker  and  Nora  E.  Buker,  a length 
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of  230.53  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  S.  71  degrees — 2T  — 30”  W.,  through  land  of  said  Buker, 
across  a private  way  known  as  Emerson  Street  and  land  of  Mary  E 
Whitchurch,  a distance  of  274.50  feet  to  a point  of  curve  within  the 
said  limits  of  Franklin  Street  heretofore  used  for  highway  purposes  : 
Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  694.05  feet,  partly 
within  the  limits  of  said  Framklin  Street  and  partly  by  land  of  said 
Whitchurch  to  a point  of  tangent  within  land  of  said  Whitchurch : 

Thence  S.  51  degrees  — 35’  — 30”  W.,  through  land  of  said  Whit- 
church, a distance  of  195.52  feet  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  580.00  feet  by  land 
of  said  Whitchurch,  a length  of  344.43  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  S.  85  degrees  — 37’  — 30”  W.,  by  land  of  said  Whitchurch, 
a distance  of  374.26  feet  to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  500.00  feet  by  land 
of  Mary  Muir,  by  and  through  land  of  David  W.  Davis,  a length  of 
426.30  feet  to  a point  of  tangent  within  the  limits  of  Franklin  Street 
heretofore  used  for  highway  purposes : 

Thence  S.  36  degrees  — 46’  — 30”  W.,  through  said  limits  of  Frank- 
lin Street  by  lands  of  said  Davis  and  Hiram  J.  Philbrook,  1369.13  feet 
to  an  angle  point : 

Thence  from  an  angle  3 degrees  — 20”  to  the  left,  S.  33  degrees  ■ — 26’ 
— 30”  W.,  through  land  of  George  J.  Partridge,  a distance  of  272.88 
feet  to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  380.00  feet  through 
land  of  said  Partridge  a length  of  280.65  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 
Thence  S.  75  degrees  — 46’  — 30”  W.,  through  land  of  said  Par- 
tridge to  a point  of  curve  situated  within  the  limits  of  Franklin  Street 
as  previously  referred  to : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  480.00  feet  through 
said  limits  of  Franklin  Street  a length  of  196.94  feet  to  a point  of 
tangent : 

Thence  S.  52  degrees  — 61’  — 30”  W.,  still  through  said  limits  of 
Franklin  Street  and  by  land  of  John  A.  McLeod  Estate  a distance  of 
357.19  feet  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  500.00  feet  by  land 
of  MtLeod  Heirs  a length  of  98.61  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  S.  41  degrees  — 03’  — 30”  W^.,  along  the  present  line  of 
Franklin  Street  by  land  of  said  McLeod  Heirs  and  Ida  C.  Lucas,  a dis- 
tance of  451.60  feet  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  turning  and  running  S.  62  degrees  —21’  —10”  E.  across 
Franklin  Street  a distance  of  46.34  feet  to  a point  of  curve  located  on 
th«  southerly  line  of  Franklin  Street  at  its  intersections  with  Grove 
Street : 
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The  last  line  described  is  the  westerly  terminus  of  said  Franklin 
Street  as  hereby  relocated. 

(Southerly  Line). 

The  southerly  line  of  Franklin  Street  as  hereby  relocated  is  bound- 
ed and  described  as  follows : 

Commencing  at  the  point  of  curve  above  described,  the  said  south- 
erly line  runs  along  the  present  southerly  line  of  Franklin  Street  a 
distance  of  207.30  feet  to  a stone  bound ; 

Thence  along  said  southerly  line  a distance  of  237  feet  more  or 
less  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  460.00  feet  by 
and  through  land  of  Henry  E.  and  Anne  L.  Robinson  and  by  land  of 
William  A.  Burns  a length  of  90.72  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  N.  52  degrees  — 3F  — 30”  E.  through  land  of  said  Burns 
a distance  of  357.19  feet  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  440.00  feet,  still 
through  land  of  said  Burns,  a length  of  179.70  feet  to  a point  of  tan- 
gent : 

Thence  N.  75  degrees  — 45  ’ — 30”  E.,  through  land  of  said  Burns, 
by  land  of  Arthur  M.  and  Verlie  D.  Lane,  a distance  of  242.77  feet 
to  a point  of  curve  in  the  limits  of  Franklin  Street  heretofore  used 
for  highway  purposes  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  420.00  feet,  through 
sa  d limits  of  Franklin  Street  and  land  of  Carrie  Nichols,  a length  of 
310.19  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  N.  33  degrees  — ^26’  — 30”  E.,  through  land  of  the  said 
Nichols,  across  a private  way  known  as  Van  Norden  Road,  and  through 
land  of  John  J.  and  Helen  F.  Cornell,  a distance  of  272.88  feet  to  an 
angle  point : 

Thence  from  an  angle  3 degrees  ■ — 20’  to  the  right,  running  N.  36 
degrees  • — 46’  • — 30”  E.,  by  and  through  land  of  said  Cornell,  Emma  L. 
Nelson,  and  said  limits  of  Franklin  Street  a distance  of  1369.13  feet  to 
a point  of  curve. 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  on  a radius  of  460.00  feet,  through 
land  of  said  Nelson,  a length  of  392.19  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  N.  85  degrees  • — 37”  ■ — 30’  E.,  through  land  of  said  Nelson, 
a distance  of  374.26  feet  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  on  a radius  of  620.00  feet  through’ 
and  by  land  of  William  H.  Dewsnap  and  Florence  E.  Dewsnap,  a length 
of  368.19  feet  to  a point  of  tangent  located  in  the  previously  described 
limits  of  Franklin  Street : 

Thence  N.  51  degrees  — 35’  — 30”  E.,  through  said  limits  of  Frank- 
lin Street  a distance  of  195.92  feet  to  a point  of  curve : 
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Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right,  on  a radius  of  654.05  feet,  through 
land  of  said  Dewsnap,  a length  of  225.65  feet,  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left,  on  a radius  of  520.00  feet  through 
lands  of  Town  of  Reading,  Anna  L.  Connor  Vickery  and  Merle  N.  Con- 
nor, a length  of  249.74  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  N.  43  degrees  — 50’  — 30”  E.,  through  lands  of  said  Vickery 
and  Connor  and  Kenneth  L.  Baker,  and  by  land  of  Edward  Corton 
and  Georgiana  Corton,  a distance  of  664.70  feet  to  a point  of  curve 
located  within  the  previously  described  limits  of  Franklin  Street : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right,  on  a radius'  of  301.00  feet  through 
and  by  lands  of  Esther  D.  Stone,  a length  of  347.37' feet  to  a point  of 
tangent : 

Thence  S.  69  degrees  — 59’  — 30”  E.,  through  land  of  said  Stone, 
a distance  of  80.00  feet  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left,  on  a radius  of  376.52  feet,  by 
land  of  said  Stone,  and  Charles  M.  Fox  and  Etta  D.  Fox,  a length  of 
131.98  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  89  degrees  — 55’  — ^30”  E.,  by  land  of  said  Fox  and 
through  land  of  John  E.  Mansfield  and  Bessie  Jane  Mansfield,  a dis- 
tance of  174.08  feet  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right,  on  a radius  of  947.32  feet,  through 
land  of  said  Mansfield,  a length  of  92.03  feet  to  a point  of  tangent ; 

Thence  S.  84  degrees  —30’  —30”  E.,  through  and  by  land  of  said 
Mansfield,  a distance  of  48.75  feet  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left,  on  a radius  of  783.94  feet,  by  land 
of  Harold  W.  Batchelder,  a length  of  101.02  feet  to  a point  of  tan- 
gent : 

Thence  N.  88  degrees  — 06’  • — 30”  E.,  through  land  of  said  Batchelder, 
a distance  of  466.70  feet  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right,  on  a radius  of  28.76  feet,  across 
land  of  said  Batchelder,  a length  of  47.73  feet,  to  a point  of  tan- 
gent, on  the  easterly  line  of  Main  Street; 

Thence  N.  03  degrees  —58’  —30”  E.,  along  said  easterly  line  of 
Main  Street  a distance  of  106.99  feet  to  the  Massachusetts  Highway 
Bound  marking  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a Plan  en- 
titled, "Plan  of  Franklin  Street,  Reading,  Mass.,  Board  of  Public 
Works”,  made  under  date  of  March,  1934,  said  plan  being  a part  of 
this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for  this 
improvement.  . - * 

No  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  for  this  improvement. 

This  laying  out,  relocation  or  alteration,  so  made  by  us,  we  here- 
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by  report  to  the  Town  for  acceptance  and  recommend  that  when 
this  report  is  accepted  and  adopted  by  the  Town,  that  said  public  high- 
way shall  thereafter  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  in  accordance 
with  said  plan. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

ELMER  P.  CROOKER,  JR. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

On  motion  of  William  T.  Fairclough,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town 
accept  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocating  or 
alteration  of  Franklin  Street  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation  there- 
in contained. 

Article  4:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway  of 
a private  way  known  as  County  Road,  under  the  provisions  of  law 
authorizing  the  assessments  of  betterments,  such  highway  being  laid 
out  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey 
and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the 
statutory  requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public 
way  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  County  Road,  and  to 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  said  laying  out  and  the  construction  of 
said  way  the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  twenty-eight  and 
75-100  dollars  ($1,428.75),  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out 
of  County  Road. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  re- 
quire the  laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  au- 
thorizing the  assessments  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location 
hereinafter  described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law 
relating  to  notice  to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  there- 
on, and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing 
and  then  and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard, 
have  laid  out  as  a Town  way  for  the  use  of  the  Town,  running  wester- 
ly and  thence  northerly  from  Howard  Street,  substantially  as  and  in 
the  location  of  the  private  way  known  as  County  Road,  the  bound- 
aries and  measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows : 

The  southerly  line  of  said  County  Road  commences  at  a stone 
bound  set  at  the  present  terminus  of  the  southerly  line  of  said  Howard 
Street  at  land  of  Wilfred  L.  and  Catherine  A.  Porter,  said  point  be- 
ing S.  81  degrees  — 5F  — 30’,  a distance  of  731.91  feet  from  a stone 
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bound  set  on  the  said  southerly  line  of  said  Howard  Street  at  its 
point  of  curvature  with  West  Street: 

From  thence  the  said  southerly  line  of  County  Road  runs  with 
a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  794.40  feet,  a length  of  87.81  feet 
to  a point  of  tangent  in  land  of  the  heirs  of  Augusta  M.  Morse: 

Thence  S.  75  degrees  —31’  —30”  W.,  a distance  of  222.97  feet 
through  land  of  the  said  Morse  Heirs  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  20.00  feet,  a length 
of  29.61  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Morse  Heirs  to  a point  of  tan- 
gent at  land  of  Merle  W.  Farr : 

Thence  S.  80  degrees  — 42’  —20”  W.,  a distance  of  40.00  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  Farr  to  an  angle.  The  said  southerly  line  now  turns 
at  a right  angle  and,  running  in  a northerly  direction  becomes  the 
westerly  line. 

(Westerly  Line). 

Thence  N.  9 degrees  — 17’  — 40”  W.  a distance  of  403.98  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  Farr  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curv”e  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  560.00  feet  a 
length  of  212.91  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Farr  to  a point  of  tan- 
gent : 

Thence  N.  31  degrees  — 04’  — 40”  W.  a distance  of  182.01  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  Farr  and  land  of  Annie  Clements  to  a point  of  curve: 
Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  800.00  feet  a 
length  of  165.03  feet  through  land  of  said  Clements  and  land  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Steele  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  N.  19  degrees  — 15’  — 30”  W.  a distance  of  262.67  feet 
through  land  of  said  Steele  and  land  of  Marion  Delong  to  a point  of 
curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  340.00  feet  a 
length  of  163.24  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Delong  to  a point  of 
tangent : 

Thence  N.  8 degrees  — 15’  — 00”  E.  a distance  of  145.72  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  DeLong  and  land  of  Charles  C.  Johnson  to  a point 
of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  400.00  feet  a 
length  of  127.68  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Charles  C.  Johnson  and 
land  of  W.  E.  Johnson  and  land  of  Herbert  Clark  to  a point  of  curve: 
Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  100.00  feet  a 
length  of  87.06  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Clark  to  a point  of  tan- 
gent : 

Thence  N.  60  degrees  — 12’  — 30”  W.,  a distance  of  171.36  feet 
through  land  of  the  said  Clark  and  land  of  Mary  Garvia  to  a point 
of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  146.00  feet, 
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a length  of  112.30  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Garvia  and  land  of 
George  and  Margaret  Agnes  White  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  14  degrees  — 14’  — ‘50”  W.,  a distance  of  148.50  feet 
through  land  of  the  said  White  and  land  of  William  and  Mary  J.  Rob- 
erts to  an  'angle  and  the  terminus  of  this  the  said  westerly  line : 

From  thence  the  most  northerly  end  of  said  County  Road  turns 
at  a right  angle  and  runs  N.  75  degrees  — 45’  — 10”E  a distance  of 
40.00  feet  through  land  of  said  Roberts  to  an  angle  and  the  easterly  line 
of  said  County  Road. 

(Easterly  Line) 

Thence  turning  at  a right  angle  and  running  S.  14  degrees  *—14’ 
— 50”  E.,  a distance  of  148.50  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Roberts 

and  land  of  the  said  George  and  Margaret  White  to  a point  of  curve : 
Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  100.00  feet,  a length 
of  80.22  feet  through  land  of  the  said  White  and  land  of  William  E.  and 
Edith  M.  Meuse,  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  S-  60  degrees — 12’  — 30”  E.,  a distance  of  171.36  feet 
through  land  of  the  said  Meuse  and  land  of  the  said  Mary  Garvia  and 
land  of  the  said  Herbert, Clarke  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a ^radius  of  140.00  feet,  a 
length  of  122.59  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Clark  to  a point  of 
tangent : 

Thence  S.  10  degrees  — 02’  — 20”  E.,  a distance  of  85.66  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  Clark  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  440.00  feet,  a 

length  of  140.45  feet  through  land  of  the  said  W.  E.  Johnson  and  the 

land  of  the  said  Charles  C.  Johnson  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  S.  8 degrees  — 15’  — 00”  W.,  a distance  of  145.72  feet 
through  land  of  the  said  Charles  C.  Johnson  and  land  of  the  said 
Marion  Delong  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  300.00  feet,  a 
length  of  144.03  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Delong  to  a point  of 
tangent : 

Thence  S.  19  degrees  — 15’  — 30”  E.,  a distance  of  262.67  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  Delong  and  the  land  of  the  said  William  J.  Steele 
to  a Doint  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  760.00  feet,  a 

length  of  156.78  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Steele  and  land  of  the 

said  Annie  Clements  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  S.  31  degrees  —04’  -—40”  E.,  a distance  of  182.01  feet 
through  land  of  the  said  Clements  and  land  of  Merle  W.  Farr  to  a 
])oint  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  600.00  feet,  a 
length  of  228.11  feet  through  land  of  said  Farr  to  a point  of  tangent  on 


46 


the  dividing  line  between  the  land  of  the  said  Farr  and  land  of  the 
said  Morse  Heirs: 

Thence  S.  9 degrees  —17’  -40”  E.,  a distance  of  312.71  feet  along 
the  dividing  line  between  said  lands,  with  the  said  County  Road  en- 
tirely within  land  of  the  said  Farr,  to  a point  of  curve.  The  said  East- 
erly line  now  turns  and  becomes  .the  northerly  line. 

(Northerly  Line.) 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  30.00  feet,  a 
length  of  49.84  feet  through  land  of  the  said  Morse  Heirs  to  a point 
of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  75  degrees  —31’  —30”  E.,  a distance  of  296.33  feet 
through  land  of  the  said  Morse  Heirs  to  a stone  bound  at  the  present 
terminus  of  the  northerly  line  of  said  Howard  Street  and  the  termi- 
mus  of  the  said  northerly  line  herein  described : 

Thence  S.  9 degrees  — 29’  — 30”  E.,  a distance  of  45.01  feet  along 
the  present  westerly  terminus  of  said  Howard  Street  to  the  stone 
bound  at  the  point  of  beginning. 

Said  County  Road  to  be  forty  feet  in  width  except  as  shown  on  a 
plan  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Said  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  of  ‘‘County  Road” 
made  under  date  of  March,  1934  by  Davis  and  Abbott,  Civil  Engineers, 
Reading,  Mass.,  said  plans  being  a part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for 
this  improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are 
done  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  bet- 
terments, and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  la3ung  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town 
for  acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known 
as  a public  Town  way  and  named  County  Road  and  that  the  sum  of 
• one  thousand  four  hundred  twenty-eight  and  75-100  dollars  ($1,428.75) 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  said  way. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
ELMER  P.  CROOKER,  JR. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  ac- 
cept the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  lajdng  out  of 
Count}'’  Road  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation  therein  contained  and 
to  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  laying  out  and  the  construction  of 
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th€  said  way  the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  twenty-eight  and 
75-100  dollars  ($1,428.75). 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway  of  a 
private  way  known  as  Van  Norden  Road,  under  the  provisions  of  law 
authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments,  such  highway  being  laid  out 
in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey  and 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the  statutory 
requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public  way  laid 
out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Van  Norden  Road,  and  to  raise 
and  appropriate  for  the  said  laying  out  and  the  construction  of  said 
way  the  sum  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  seventy-five  dollars  ($2675.00), 
or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  5.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out 
of  Van  Norden  Road. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require 
the  laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing 
the  assessments  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location  herein- 
after described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating 
to  notice  to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and 
having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then 
and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have  laid 
out  as  a town  way  for  the  use  of  the  Town,  running  in  a general  south- 
easterly direction  from  Franklin  Street  to  Forest  Street,  substantially 
as  and  in  the  location  of  the  private  way  known  as  Van  Norden  Road, 
the  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as 
follows  : 

The  southerly  line  of  said  Van  Norden  Road  commences  at  a point 
in  the  wall  on  the  southerly  side  of  said  Franklin  Street  by  land  of 
Fannie  C.  Nichols,  said  point  to  be  marked  eventually  with  a stone 
bound : 

From  thence  the  said  southerly  line  runs  with  a curve  to  the  right 
with  a radius  of  29  feet,  more  or  less,  a length  of  35  feet,  more  or 
less,  over  land  of  said  Nichols  to  a point  of  tangent  in  said  Nichols’ 
land : 

Thence  S.  74  degrees  — 45’  E.,  a distance  of  200.00  feet,  more  or 
less,  over  land  of  said  Nichols  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  800.00  feet, 
more  or  less,  a length  of  126.00  feet,  more  or  less,  over  land  of  said 
Nichols  and  over  land  of  Sarah  E.  Roder  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  S.  65  degrees  —44’  —50”  E.,  a distance  of  366.65  feet  more 
or  less,  over  land  of  said  Roder  to  a point  of  curve : 
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Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  I240.p0  feet,  a 
length  of  445.23  feet  over  land  of  said  Roder,  land  of  William  H..  Leach, 
Fred  F.  and  Libbie  M.  Smith  and  land  of  Nathaniel  Coles  to  a poini 
of  tangent:  . j 

Thence  S.  86  degrees  —19’  —10”  E.,  a distance  of  683.72  feet  over 
land  of  said  Coles,  land  of  Bartholomew  J.  Lehan,  MerricE  C.  and 
Amanda  Mi  Adams  and  land  of  owner  unknown  to  a point  of  cuyye : 
Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  2Q0.Q0..:(eel,  a 
length  of  219.21  feet  over  land  of  said  owner  unknown,  across  a pri- 
vate way  known  as  Harold  Avenue,  and  over  land  of  Sylvester  and 
and  Mary  Zyskowski  to  a point  of  tangent:  j:  ; 

Thence  S.  23  degrees  —31’  — 10”  E.,  a distance  of  171.39  feet  over 
land  of  said  Zyskowski  to  a point  of  curve:  i. 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  32(>.00  feet,  a 
length  of  180.15  feet  over  land  of  said  Zyskowski  and  land  of  ;the  Town 
of  Reading  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  S.  55  degrees  — 46’  — 30”  E.,  a distance  of  188.34  feet  over 
land  of  the  said  Town  of  Reading  and  land  of  Athina  P.  Doucette  to 
a point  of  curve:  •’  V 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  320.00.  feet,  a 
length  of  111.75  feet  over  land  of  the  said  Doucette  and  other  land 
of  the  Town  of  Reading  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  S.  75  degrees  — 47’  — 00”  E.,  a distance  of  441.95  feet  by 
land  of  the  said  Town  of  Reading,  land  of  Elizabeth  A.  Hallisey,  Cath- 
erine V.  Donovan,  Nora  O’Keefe  and  William  P.  Hamel  to  a point  ol 
curve.  This  line  last  described  follows  the  southerly  line  of  “Van  Noi- 
den  Road”*  as  shown  on  a plan  of  lots  surveyed  for  one  Van  Nor- 
den  and  recorded  in  Middlesex  Registry  South  District.  . 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  280.00  feet,  a 
length  of  120.11  feet  over  land  of  said  Hamel  and  land  of  Alfred  M. 
and  Lillian  B.  Opland  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  S.  51  degrees  —12’  — ^20”  E.,  a distance  of  257.29  feet  over 
land  of  said  Opland  and  land  of  Frank  Gromcjko  to  a point  of  curve : 
Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  220.20  feet,  a length 
of  99.81  feet  over  land  of  said  Gromcjko  to  a point  of  tangent,  in  land 
of  W.  A.  Boulter : 

Thence  S.  25  degrees  —14’  —10”  E.,  a distance  of  323.91  feet  over 
land  of  said  Boulter  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  320.20  feel, 
a length  of  88.33  feet  over  land  of  said  Boutler  to  a point  of  tangent : 
Thence  S.  9 degrees  —25’— 50”  E.,  a distance  of  181.41  feet  over 
land  of  said  Boulter  to  a point  of  curve  ; 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  18.76  feet,  a 
length  of  37.97  feet  over  land  of  said  Boulter  to  a point  of  tangent 
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iicuate-d  on  the  northerly  side  line  of  said  Forest  Street  as  laid  out 

■ by  the  County  Commissioners  in  1925.  This  point  last  described  is  the 

■ ferminus  of  the  southerly  line. 

From  thence  the  most  southerly  end  of  said  Van  Norden  Road 
■'follows  the  northerly  side  line  of  said  Forest  Street  as  so  laid  out  on 
;i  bearing  of  S.  73  degrees  — 23’  — 00”  E.,  a distance  of  89.49  feet  to 
the  terminus  of  the  northerly  line  of  said  Van  Norden  Road  at  other 
land  of  the  said  Boulter: 

' ' (The  Northerly  Line). 

* ■ Thence  in  a northerly  direction  with  a curve  of  23.99  foot  radius  a 

length  of  26.81  feet  to  a point  of  tangent: 

' Thence  N.  9 degrees  — 25’  — 50”  W.,  a distance  of  215.89  feet  still 
over  land  of  said  Boulter  to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  360.20  feet  a length 
:>f  99.56  feet  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  25  degrees  — '14’  — 10”  W.,  a distance  of  323.91  feet 
still  over  land  of  the  said  Boulter  to  a point  of  curve: 

‘ ‘ Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  260.20  feet,  a 

length  of  117.94  feet  over  land  of  said  Boulter  and  other  land  of  the 
i-aid  P'rank  Gromcjko  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Tlience  N.  51  degrees  — 12’  — 20”  W.,  a distance  of  257.29  feet 
aver  land  of  the  said  Gromcjko  and  land  of  Alaurice  Foley  to  a point 
at  curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  320.00  feet,  a length 
at*  L17.27  feet  over  land  of  the  said  Foley  and  land  of  David  J.  Walsh 
•'to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  N.  75  degrees  — 47’  — 00”  W.,  a distance  of  441.95  feet  over 
laud  of  the  said  Walsh,  land  of  John  Koptuck  and  still  other  land  of 
the  said  Town  of  Reading  and  land  of  Annie  E.  Johnson  to  a point  of 

■ curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  280.00  feet,  a 
length  of  97.78  feet  over  land  of  the  said  Johnson  to  a point  of 
. tangent : 

Thence  N.  55  degrees  — 46’  30”  W.,  a distance  of  188.34  by  land 
of  said  Johnson  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  280.00  feet,  a 
length  of  157.63  feet  over  land  of  the  said  Johnson  and  land  of  Mar- 
garet H.  Trambler  to  a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  23  degrees  —31’  10”  W..  a distance  of  171.39  feet  by 
■and  of  the  ^aid  Trambler  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  240.00  feet,  a 
length  of  263.06  feet  over  land  of  the  said  Trambler  and  by  land  of 
>ohn  and  Alice  Strickland  to  a point  of  tangent : 

, Thence  N.  86  degrees  —19’  10”  W..  a distance  of  683.72  feet  by 
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land  of  the  said  Strickland,  other  land  of  the  said  Town  of  Reading,  by 
land  of  John  M.  and  Minnie  E.  Foote  and  over  land  of  Bartholomew 
J.  Lehan  to  a point  of  curve: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  1200.00  feet,  a 
length  of  430.86  feet  over  land  of  the  said  Lehan  and  land  of  H.  L. 
Walsh  to  a point  of  tangent: 

Thence  N.  65  degrees  — 44’  — .50”  W.,  a distance  of  366.65  feet,  more 
or  less,  by  land  of  the  said  Walsh  and  over  land  of  John  J.  and  Helen 
F.  Cornell  to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  840.00  feet,  a 
length  of  127.00  feet,  more  or  less,  over  land  of  the  said  Cornell  to 
a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  74  degrees  — 45’  — 00”  W.,  more  or  less,  a distance  of 
177.00  feet,  more  or  less,  over  land  of  the  said  Cornell  to  a point  of 
curve : 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  with  a radius  of  22.00  feet,  more 
or  less,  a length  of  42.00  feet,  more  or  less,  over  land  of  the  said  Cor- 
nell to  a point  of  tangent  on  the  southerly  side  line  of  said  Franklin 
Street  and  the  terminus  of  the  northerly  line : 

From  thence  the  most  northerly  end  of  said  Van  Norden  Road 
runs  on  a bearing  of  S.  32  degrees  — 51’  — 40”  W.,  a distance  of  91.97 
feet,  more  or  less,  by  the  said  southerly  side  line  of  said  Franklin 
Street  to  the  point  of  beginning  of  this  description. 

Said  street  to  be  forty  feet  in  width. 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  of 
“Van  Norden  Road”,  sheets  one  to  four  inclusive,  made  under  date  of 
September,  1927  by  Davis  and  Abbott,  Civil  Engineers,  Reading,  Mass., 
to  which  reference  is  hereby  made  and  said  plan  is  to  be  a part  of  this 
description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  persons 
in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for  this  im- 
provement. All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are  done 
under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  assessments  of  better- 
ments, and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known  as 
a public  town  way  and  named  Van  Norden  Road,  and  that  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ($2,675.00)  be  raised 
and  appropriated  for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construction  of  the 
said  way. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 

A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR.  ROBERT  E FOWLE 

WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH  ELMER  P.  CROOKER,  JR. 

Board  of  Public  Works 
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On  motion  of  William  T.  Fairclough,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town 
accept  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  of 
Van  Norden  Road  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation  therein  contained 
and  to  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  laying  out  and  the  construction  of 
the  said  way  the  sum  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  seventy-five 
dollars  ($2,675.00). 

Article  6.  To  see  if  th-e  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000.00)  for  the  purpose  of  improving  and 
constructing  West  Street  from  Woburn  Street  to  the  Woburn  Line, 
under  Section  34,  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws,  providing  the  State 
and  County  appropriate  ten  thousand  dollars-  ($10,000.00)  or  what  it 
will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  6.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  ($5,000.00)  dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  and  constructing  West  Street  from  Woburn 
Street  to  the  Woburn  Line,  under  Section  34,  Chapter  90  of  the  General 
Laws,  providing  the  State  and  County  appropriate  ten  thousand 
dollars  ($10,000.00). 

Thirty-seven  voted  “Yes”  and  twenty  voted  “No”. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000.00)  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  sup- 
plies and  materials  for  highways,  sidewalks,  drainage  and  parks,  to  be 
used  on  such  projects  with  Welfare  Labor,  Soldiers  Relief  or  Federal 
Relief,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  7.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000.00)  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  supplies  and  materials  for  highways,  sidewalks 
and  drainage,  to  be  used  on  such  projects  with  Welfare  Labor,  Soldiers 
Relief  or  Federal  Relief,  the  vote  was  No. 

On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

LEON  G.  BENT,  Temporary  Clerk. 

PARTY  PRIMARY 

Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  April  24,  1934. 

Pursuant  to  the  warrant  and  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  a 
Party  Primary  was  held  at  the  time  and  in  the  place  specified  therein 
and  was  called  to  order  by  Albert  N.  Leman,  one  of  the  Selectmen. 
The  warrant  was  partially  read  by  Town  Clerk,  Milliard  F.  Charles, 
when  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further  reading  except  the  Con- 
stable’s Return,  which  was  then  duly  read.  The  ballots  were  duly 
delivered  to  the  Selectmen  in  charge  of  the  meeting.  The  ballot  boxes 
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were  examined  by  the  Constable  and  found  empty  and  registering  0000. 

The  polls  were  duly  declared  open  and  they  were  duly  closed  at 
7 P.  M.  with  the  following  result. 

Republican  Party 

State  Committee,  Seventh  Middlesex  District 

Mary  F.  Daniel,  17  Hamden  Street,  Reading  114 

John  H.  Pearson,  69  Clitheroe  Street  Lowell  29 

Blanks  20 

Delegates  to  State  Convention 

Horace  A.  Bailey,  43  Salem  St.  100 

Edward  E.  Hamden,  195  Summer  Ave.  107 

James  H.  Fleming,  18  Green  St.  1 

Blanks  118 

Town  Committee 

Louis  Davis,  6 Vine  St.  97 

Horace  A.  Bailey,  43  Salem  St.  107 

Louise  B.  Jenkins,  93  Salem  St.  107 

Arthur  S.  Cook,  59  Bancroft  Ave.  104 

Edward  E.  Hamden,  195  Summer  Ave.  105 

Harold  F.  Parker,  24  Pratt  St.  100 

Myrtle  L.  Leman,  13  School  St.  105 

Mary  F.  Daniel,  17  Hamden  St.  97 

Katherine  G.  Howard,  122  Summer  Ave.  106 

Ruth  W.  Currier,  31  Pratt  St.  103 

Louis  Ellenwood,  50  Lowell  St.  102 

Charles  E.  Tasney,  7 Gould  St.  ' 99 

Harriette  P.  Leuchtman,  16  Belmont  St.  - 91 

Gertrude  F.  Stratton,  91  Oak  St.  102 

Edward  B.  Eames,  193  Main  St.  97 

Dudley  B.  Killam,  16  Arlington  St.  101 

Natalie  Burnham,  35  Copeland  Ave.  95 

Blanks  1053 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast.  Republican  163 


DEMOCRATIC  PARTY 
State  Committees  Seventh  Middlesex  District 

Charles  P.  Cox,  43  Sixth  St.,  Lowell  19 

John  J.  Gilbride,  14  Porter  St.,  Lowell  27 

James  G.  Manning,  13  Fourth  St.,  Lowell  45 

James  H.  Fleming,  18  Green  St.,  Reading  2 

Blanks  131 
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Delegate  to  State  Convention 

Richard  F.  Drew,  110  Salem  St.  14 

George  F.  A.  McDougall,  13  Village  St.  65 

James  H.  Fleming,  18  Green  St.  118 

Blanks  27 

Town  Committee 

James  F.  Desmond,  4 Center  Ave.  138 

Millard  F.  Charles,  66  Bancroft  Ave.  193 

John  J.  Carney,  42  Mineral  St.  135 

Bernard  W.  Conefy,  59  Haven  St.  132 

Daniel  J.  Desmond,  138  Main  St.  136 

Catherine  L.  Doherty,  71  Green  St.  137 

James  H.  Fleming,  18  Green  St.  138 

Rose  A.  Gadbois,  5 Maple  St.  132 

Paul  Geary,  16  Minot  St.  136 

Owen  McKenney,  116  John  St.  190 

Thomas  J.  Murray,  Sweetser  Ave.  134 

Catherine  E.  Reilly,  19  Glen  Rd.  137 

George  Robbins,  28  Park  Ave.  181 

William  Sullivan,  12  Green  St.  131 

Leo  A.  Surrette,  11  Temple  St.  137 

James  A.  Waters,  9 Chute  Street  135 

Frank  J.  Dunn,  28  Pleasant  St.  189 

Catherine  W.  Peters,  2 Center  Ave.  131 

Arthur  J.  Beaudoin,  12  Park  Ave.  133 

Edwin  E.  Wendell,  88  Ash  St.  ' 136 

Arthur  L.  Doiron,  36  Village  St.  134 

Walter  A.  Scanlon,  31  Wilson  St.  137 

Edward  A.  Brophy,  300  Main  St.  53 

Elliott  Canty,  13  Kingston  St.  52 

Margaret  A.  Canty,  39  Mineral  St.  51 

Francis  A.  Carter,  59  Harrison  St.  52 

William  B.  Flaherty,  52  Bay  State  Rd.  51 

Helen  R.  Gillis,  41  Locust  St.  51 

Edward  M.  Halligan,  3 Salem  St.  52 

Michael  J.  Hegarty,  12  Center  Ave.  52 

George  F.  A.  McDougall,  13  Village  St.  51 

Hannah  F.  M'eaney,  6 Hancock  St.  . 51 

Paul  F.  Mellen,  95  Middlesex  Ave.  50 

James  F.  O’Rourke,  19  Spring  St.  54 

Plerbert  J.  Ryland,  54  John  St.  51 

Susan  Kelley,  19  Spring  St.  53 

Joseph  Schimpfke,  123  West  St.  50 

John  J.  Walsh,  Jr.,  122  Main  St.  54 
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Mary  J.  Weafer,  163  High  St.  51 

Albert  J.  Wright,  7 Washington  St.  52 

Whole  number  of  Democratic  Votes  Cast  224 

The  votes  were  counted  and  declared  in  open  Town  meeting  as  re- 
corded above. 

On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  adjourn  sine  die.. 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  ClerV: 


STATE  PRIMARY 

Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  Sept.  20^  1934. 

Pursuant  to  the  warrant  a Primary  was  held  at  time  and*  place 
"specified  therein  and  was  called  to  order  by  Selectman,  Newell  H.  Mor- 
ton. The  warrant  was  read.  The  ballot  boxes  were  examined  and  de^ 
dared  empty  and  the  keys  were  delivered  to  the  Constable  in  charge, 
James  W.  Sias.  The  ballots  were  delivered  to  the  Selectman  in  charge. 
The  Polls  were  duly  opened  and  closed  at  the  hours  specified  in  the 
warrant  and  the  votes  counted  in  open  Town  meeting  with  the  follow- 


ing results. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  for  the  Republican  Party  19(K) 

Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  for  the  Democratic  Party  434 

REPUBLICAN  PARTY 
Governor 

Caspar  G.  Bacon,  222  Prince  St.,  Boston  12.66 

Frank  A.  Cioodwin,  50  St.  Andrews  Rd.,  Boston  693 

Blanks  47 

Lieutenant  Governor 

John  W.  Haigis,  24  Church  St.,  Greenfield  1741 

Blanks  ' 

Secretary 

Frederic  Wh  Cook,  75  Benton  Rd.,  Somerville  1?54.. 

Blanks  152 

Treasurer 

Oscar  N.  Dionne,  220  Wood  St.,  New  Bedford  946 

Thomas  M.  Vinson,  195  High  St.,  Winchester  699 

Blanks  . J 261 

Auditor  ' ’ 

Elizabeth  W.  Pigeon,  58  White  St.,  Boston  698 

Elmer  P.  Atherton,  67  Delano  Ave.,  Revere  ‘ 64' 

Alonzo  B.  Cook,  4 Bulfinch  Place,  Boston  936 

Irma  Adelaide  Rich,  5 Minton  St.,  Boston  ' ’ •'34  ' 

Blanks  ^ '174 

Attorney  General  : 

Joseph  E.  Warner,  52  Church  Green,  Taunton  ' i‘7t5 

Blanks  ''IQI' 
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Senator  in  Congress 

Robert  M.  Washburn,  236  Bay  State  Rd.,  Boston  1665 

Blanks  241 

Congressman,  5th  District 

John  M.  King,  158  Howard  St.,  Lowell  149 

Kdith  Nourse  Rogers,  444  Andover  St.,  Lowell  1691 

Blanks  66 

Councillor,  6th  District 

George  H.  Bailey,  133  Sheridan  Ave.,  Medford  388 

James.  Walter  Balfour,  Sr.,  52  Electric  Ave.,  Somerville  52 

EugeAQ/Aj  F.  Burtnett,  39  Ware  St.,  Somerville  951 

John;;Y.'. Myers,  41  Sanders  Ave.,  Lowell  107' 

Blanks  , 408 

Senator,  7th  Middlesex  District 

M"ary  Walsh- Brennan^  437  East  Merrimac  St.,  Lowell  44 

J oseph  '^R.' Cotton,  53  Marrett  Rd.,  Lexington  637 

Louis  Ellenwood,  50  Lowell  St.,  Reading  1161 

Blanks  64 

■ Representatives  in  General  Court,  18th  Middlesex  District 
Gustave  W.  Everberg,  11  Cleveland  Ave.,  Woburn  784 

-\rthur  J.  Moore,  15  Fletcher  Rd.,  Woburn  593 

-Al.exaiider  Sm^^th,  132  Montvale  Rd.,  Woburn  489 

Mollie  A.  Sweetser,  110  Woburn  St.,  Reading  1362 

BlanLs  584 

District  Attorney,  Northern  District 
Warren  L.  Bishop,  80  Main  St.,  Wayland  1778 

Blantcs  228 

Clerk  of  Courts,  Middlesex  County 
Ralph  N.  Smith,  33  Gray  St.,  Arlington  1654 

Blanks  252 

Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  Southern  District 
Thomas  Leighton,  55  Kirkland  St.,  Cambridge  1414 

George  LeRoy  Woods,  43  Estes  St.,  Everett  190 

Bdanks  ' 302 

County  Commissioners,  Middlesex  County 
Smith  J.  Adams,  19  Columbus  Ave.,  Lowell  229 

George  H.  Brown,  781  W^estford  St.,  Low'ell  221 

Wesley  G.  Collins,  105  Lynn  St.,  Everett  46 

Kg^rry  J.  Gilmore,  122  Lincoln  Rd.,  Medford  171 

Francis  F.  Griffith,  20  Elston  ^St.,  Somerville  38 

Victor  Francis  Jewett,  756  Westford  St.,  Lowell  784 

Blanks  417 
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Associate  County  Commissioners,  Middlesex  County 

John  Alfred  Brodbine,  223  Webster  St.,  Malden  246 

Robert  D,  Donaldson,  Old  Lexington  Rd.,  Lincoln  917 

Melvin  G.  Rogers,  Whipple  Rd.,  Tewksbury  1097 

Carroll  E.  Scott,  54  College  Ave.,  Medford  405 

Blanks  1147 

Sheriff,  Middlesex  County 

Howe  Coolidge  Amee,  172  Hancock  st.,  Cambridge  44 

Joseph  G.  Bates,  62  Mt.  Vernon  st.,  Malden  72 

Harry  Dunlap  Brown,  Wyman  Rd.,  Billerica  409 

George  Groombridge,  448  Broadway,  Somerville  3 

John  W.  Justice,  6 Ashland  St.,  Medford  8 

Clarence  P.  Kidder,  17A  Forest  St.,  Cambridge  109 

Joseph  M.  McElroy,  48  Thorndike  vSt.,  Cambridge  711 

Ralph  W.  Robart,  197  Lexington  Ave.,  Cambridge  78 

Wendell  D.  Rockwood,  21  Avon  St.,  Cambridge  15 

George  A.  C.  Stone,  14  Melvin  St.,  Somerville  23 

Henry  L.  Walker,  123  Grant  Ave.,  Medford  211 

Blanks  223 


DEMOCRATIC  PARTY 
Governor 

Charles  H.  Cole,  34  Gloucester  St.,  Boston  169 

James  M.  Curley,  350  Jamicaway,  Boston  242 

Frank  A.  Goodwin,  50  St.  Andrew  St.,  Boston  20 

Blanks  3 

Lieutenant  Governor 

Joseph  L.  Hurley,  655  Rock  St.,  Fall  River  271 

Francis  E.  Kelly,  24  Topleff  St.,  Boston  121 

Blanks  42 

Secretary 

Joseph  Santosuosso,  201  Lake  St.,  Boston  174 

James  P.  Blake,  15  Linden  St.,  Boston  38 

John  J.  Buckley,  72  Washington  St.,  Boston  84 

James  Joseph  Dugan,  66  Monroe  Rd.,  Quincy  9 

John  D.  O’Brien,  68  Decatur  St.,  Boston  19 

Clement  A.  Riley,  153  Nahatan  St.,  Norwood  11 

William  F.  Sullivan,  28  Arborough  St.,  Boston  29 

Blanks  7q 

Treasurer 

Charles  F.  Hurley,  57  Fresh  Pond  Lake,  Cambridge  366 

Blanks 
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Auditor 

Thomas  H.  Buckley,  198  Centre  Ave.,  Abington  276 

Leo  D.  Walsh,  1 Plummer  Place,  Boston  86 

Blanks  72 

Attorney  General 

Paul  A.  Dever,  63  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge  214 

John  Martin  Boyle,  1053  Saratoga  St.,  Boston  55 

Philip  A.  Chapman,  47  Sudan  St.,  Boston  26 

Harold  W.  Sullivan,  30  Kinross  Rd.,  Boston  76 

Blanks  63 

Senator  in  Congress 

David  I.  Walsh,  37  Day  St.,  Fitchburg  286 

Edward  P.  Barry,  32  Sigournej"  St.,  Boston  101 

William  Donahue,  271  North  Beacon  St.,  Boston  21 

Blanks  26 

Congressman,  5th  District 

Joseph  M.  Halloran,  317  Chelmsford  St.,  Lowell  * 115 

George  S.  McLaughlin,  65  Lewis  Rd.,  Belmont  66 

William  P.  Morrissey.  246  Beacon  St.,  Lowell  22 

Jeremiah  J.  O’Sullivan,  105  Mt.  Washington  St.,  Lowell  121 

Blanks  no 

Councillor,  6th  District 

James  J.  Brennan,  10  Putnam  St.,  Somerville  121 

David  L.  Burke,  284  Stevens  St.,  Lowell  47 

James  E.  Fitzgerald.  Jr.,  77  Bromfield  Rd.,  Somerville  73 

Daniel  J.  Forrest,  380  Washington  St.,  Somerville  6 

Robert  J.  Muldoon,  123  Highland  Ave.,  Somerville  25 

Paul  W.  O’Brien,  300  Concord  St.,  Lowell  44 

Blanks  118 

Senator,  7th  Middlesex  District 

Walter  J.  Cleary,  47  Swift  St.,  Lowell  197 

Maurice  D.  Condrey,  255  Rogers  St.,  Lowell  119 

Blanks  118 

Representatives  in  General  Court,  18th  Middlesex  District 
John  P'.  Cullen,  3 Richmond  Park,  Woburn  137 

Martin  C.  Doherty,  36  Mt.  Pleasant  St.,  Woburn  170 

Richard  F.  Drew,  110  Salem  St.,  Reading  243 

Cecilia  A.  Reade  Mahern,  2 Blossom  St.,  Woburn  79 

Blanks  239 

District  Attorney,  Northern  District 
James  J.  Bruin,  161  School  St.,  Lowell  164 

John  A.  Crowley,  106  Beacon  St.,  Lowell  79 
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John  F.  Daley,  404A  Broadway,  Cambridge 

Joseph  M.  Gavan,  225  Allston  St.,  Cambridge  36 

Blanks 

Clerk  of  Court®,  Middlesex  County 

John  J.  Brennan,  39  Cutter  St.,  Somerville  222 

Edward  L.  Ford,  396  Broadway,  Cambridge 

John  D.  Medeiros,  10  Dimock  St.,  Somerville  37 

Blanks  ^ ^ 

Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  Southern  District 

John  Gordon  Duffy,  169  Spring  St.,  Cambridge  ^ 197 

John  I.  Ford,  155  Summer  St.,  Somerville  100 

Blanks 

County  Commissioners,  Middlesex  County 

Thomas  B.  Brennan,  72  Bower  St.,  Medford  180 

Robert  F.  Donovan,  32  Wallace  St.,  Somerville  106 

Louis  F.  Stuart,  199  Beacon  St.,  Somerville  21 

Blanks  1^^ 

Associate  Commissioners,  Middlesex  County 
Charles  R.  Brunelle,  64  Temple  St.,  Somerville  101 

Edward  L.  Harley,  46  Crosby  St.,  Lowell  101 

Francis  R.  King,  176  Liberty  St.,  Lowell  6" 

Thomas  Murray,  85A  Franklin  St.,  Somerville  ITS 

John  A.  Sweeney,  53  Cedar  St.,  Cambridge  123 

Blanks  357 

Sheriff,  Middlesex  County 

Patrick  J.  Brennan,  312  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  80 

Michael  DeLuca,  36  Walker  St.,  Cambridge  12 

Charles  P.  Fox,  443  Sixth  St.,  Lowell  17 

William  R.  Griffin,  12  Nesmith  St.,  Lowell  28 

John  C.  Kelleher,  8 Bigelow  St.,  Somerville  50 

Daniel  P.  Leahy,  23  Rindgefield  St.,  Cambridge  34 

Ralph  W.  Robart,  197  Lexington  Ave.,  Cambridge  42 

Patrick  Henry  Ryan,  31  Richardson  St.,  Somerville  16 

William  H.  Walsh,  off  Cochituate  Rd.,  Framingham  62 

Blanks  93 

The  votes  were  sorted,  counted  and  declared  in  open  Town  meet- 
ing and  the  meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


STATE  ELECTION 

Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  Nov.  6,  1934. 
Pursuant  to  the  warrant  and  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  a State 
Election  was  held  and  was  called  to  order  at  time  and  place  speci- 
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tied  therein  by  Selectman  Newell  H,  Morton,  who  read  the  warrant 
when  it  was  moved  to  dispense  with  further  reading  except  the  Con- 
stable’s Return  which  was  duly  voted.  The  keys  were  given  to  the 
Constable  in  charge,  the  ballot  boxes  were  duly  examined  and  regis- 
tered 0000  and  were  declared  empty.  The  ballots  were  delivered  to 
the  Election  Officer  in  charge.  The  polls  were  closed  at  8 o’clock 
P.  M.  with  the  following  result,  4591  having  voted  for  the  following 
candidates. 

Governor 

John  W.  Aiken  of  Chelsea  5 

Caspar  G.  Bacon  of  Boston  3105 

James  M.  Curley  of  Boston  1124  ' 

Freeman  W.  Follett  of  Haverhill  ' 6 

Frank  A.  Goodwin  of  Boston  297 

Alfred  Baker  Lewis  of  Cambridge  12 

Edward  Stevens  of  Boston  3 

Blanks  39 

Lieutenant  Governor 

Elizabeth  Donovan  of  North  Brookfield  22 

John  W.  Haigis  of  Greenfield  3301 

Horace  I.  Hillis  of  Saugus  _ 37 

Joseph  L.  Hurley  of  Fall  River  1102 

Florence  L.  Lawton  of  Worcester  23 

Horace  Riley  of  Boston  11 

Blanks  95 

Secretary- 

Waiter  Burke  of  New  Bedford  14 

Frederic  W.  Cook  of  Somerville  3446 

George  L.  McGlynn  of  Beverley  7 

Leslie  A.  Richards  of  South  Hadley  22 

Joseph  Santosuosso  of  Boston  957 

William  B.  Taylor  of  Plympton  22 

Blanks  123 

Treasurer 

Oscar  U.  Dionne  of  New  Bedford  3047 

William  R.  Ferry  of  Newton  68 

Thomas  Gilmartin  of  Brookline  9 

Charles  F.  Hurley  of  Cambridge  1277 

Harry  Maltsman  of  Boston  . 14 

Frederick  S.  Reynolds  of  Lynn  7 

Blanks  I59 

Auditor 

Henning  A.  Blomen  of  Cambridge  16 

Thomas  H.  Buckley  of  Abington  1237 
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Alonzo  B.  Cook  of  Boston  3047 

Walter  S.  Hutchins  of  Greenfield  37 

Paul  Skers  of  Worcester  7 

Blanks  247 

Attorney  General 

Morris  Berzon  of  Everett  18 

Paul  A.  Dever  of  Cambridge  1061 

Charles  A.  Flaherty  ' 8 

George  F.  Hogan  of  Nahant  50 

Fred  E.  Oelcher  of  Peabody  11 

Joseph  E.  Warner  of  Taunton  3277 

Blanks  166 

Senator  in  Congress 

Albert  Sprague  Coolidge  of  Pittsfield  25 

W.  Barnard  Smith  of  Brookline  26 

David  I.  Walsh  of  Fitchburg  1625 

Robert  M.  Washburn  of  Boston  2776 

Albert  L.  Waterman  of  Boston  6 

Paul  C.  Wicks  of  Greenfield  6 

Blanks  127 

Congressman,  5th  District 

Jeremiah  J.  O’Sullivan  of  Lowell  852 

Edith  Nourse  Rogers  of  Lowell  3601 

Blanks  13vS 

Councillor,  6th  District 

James  J.  Brennan  of  Somerville  1076 

Eugene  A.  F.  Burtnett  of  Somerville  3211 

Blanks  304 

Senator,  7th  Middlesex  District 

Walter  J.  Cleary  of  Lowell  1043 

Joseph  R.  Cotton  of  Lexington  3307 

Blanks  241 

Representatives  in  General  Court,  18th  Middlesex  District 
John  P.  Cullen  of  Woburn  881 

Martin  C.  Doherty  of  Woburn  ' 916 

Gustave  W.  Everberg  of  Woburn  3010 

Mollie  A.  Sweetser  of  Reading  3251 

Blanks  1124 

District  Attorney 

Warren  L.  Bishop  of  Wayland  3315 

James  J.  Bruin  of  Lowell  983 

Richard  S.  McCabe  of  Lexington  92 

Blanks  201 
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Clerk  of  Courts,  Middlesex  County 

John  J.  Brennan  of  Somerville  1050 

Ralph  N.  Smith  of  Arlington  3252 

\\  Philip  Torigian  of  Cambridge  30 

Blanks  259 

Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  Southern  District 
John  Gordon  Duffy  of  Cambridge  1016 

Thomas  Leighton  of  Cambridge  3303 

Blanks  272 

County  Commissioner 

Thomas  B.  Brennan  of  Medford  1013 

Earl  C.  Hamilton  of  Cambridge  51 

Victor  Francis  Jewett  of  Lowell  3209 

Blanks  318 

Associate  Commissioners,  Middlesex  County 
Robert  D.  Donaldson  of  Lincoln  2876 

Edward  L.  Harley  of  Lowell  957 

Thomas  Murray  of  /Somerville  839 

Alfred  H.  Pigott  of  Somerville  27 

Melvin  G.  Rogers  of  Tewksbury  3029 

John  D.  Sexton  of  Somerville  34 

Blanks  1420 

Sheriff,  Middlesex  County 

Donald  P.  Hurd  of  Somerville  35 

Joseph  McElroy  of  Cambridge  3316 

Oscanio  DiRago  of  Medford  3 

Ralph  W.  Robart  of  Cambridge  980 

Blanks  257 

Question  No.  1,  Trapping  Law 

1376 

1458 

Blanks  1757 

Liquor  License,  All  Beverages  ' 

Yes  • 1147 

3089 

Blanks  355 

Liquor  License,  Wines  and  Malt  Beverages 

1400 

2793 

Blanks  398 

Betting  on  Horse  Races 


Yes 

No 

Blanks 
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2066 

1929 

596 


Betting  on  Dog  Races 


Yes 

1439 

No 

2397 

Blanks 

755 

The  votes  were  counted  and  declared  in  open  Town  meeting  and 
sealed  and  delivered  to  the  Town  Clerk  whereupon  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  sine  die. 

JvTILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
County  of  Middlesex 
CITY  OF  WOBURN 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  125,  Chapter  54  of 
the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  the  City  Clerk  of  Woburn  and 
Tfown  Clerks  of  Reading  and  North  Reading,  being  the  City  and 
Town  Clerks  of  every  City  and  Town  in  Representative  District  No. 
18  within  said  County  met  at  the  City  Hall,  Woburn  at  noon  on 
Friday,  November  16,  A.  D.  1934,  being  the  tenth  day  succeeding  the 
day  of  State  Election  held  on  Tuesday,  November  6,  A.  D.  1934,  and 
then  and  there  opened,  examined  and  compared  the  copies  of  the 
records  of  votes  cast  at  said  election  for  the  office  representative 
and  determined  therefrom  that  Gustave  W.  Everberg  of  Woburn  and 
Mollie  A.  Sweetser  of  Reading  were  elected  to  the  office  of  Repre- 
sentative. 

The  following  is  a schedule  of  the  names  of  all  persons  for  whom 
votes  for  Representative  were  given  in  said  District  and  the  number 
■of  votes  given  for. each  person,  viz: — 

John  F'.  Cullen  of  Woburn,  had 

Five  thousand  three  hundred  fifty-four  (5354) 

Martin  C.  Doherty  of  Woburn,  had 

Four  thousand  eight  hundred  forty-eight  (4848) 

Gustave  W.  Everberg  of  Woburn,  had 

Six  thousand  three  hundred  (6300) 

Mollie  A.  Sweetser  of  Reading,  had 

Six  thousand  two  hundred  eighty-five  (6285) 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  City  Clerk  of  Woburn  and  the  Town 
Clerks  of  Reading  and  North  Reading  hereunto  set  our  hands  this 
■sixteenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1934. 

WILLIAM  KANE,  City  Clerk,  Woburn 
MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk,  Reading 
WILLIAM  J.  SULLIVAN,  Town  Clerk,  North  Reading 
Received  and  recorded,  November  16*,  1934. 

Attest : 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES.  Town  Clerk 


63 


RECOUNT  OF  VOTES  FOR  COUNCILLOR,  SENATOR  AND 

SHERIFF 

Reading,  November  16,  1934 
The  Board  of  Registrars  met  and  recounted  the  votes  cast  at  the 
Nov.  6th  Election  for  Councillor,  Senator  and  Sheriff. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  recount : 

Councillor 


Election 

Recount 

James  J.  Brennan  of  Somerville 

1076 

1055 

Eugene  A.  F.  Burtnett  of  Somerville 

3211 

3228 

Blanks 

304 

308 

Senator 

Walter  J.  Cleary  of  Lowell 

1043 

1043 

Joseph  R.  Cotton  of  Lexington 

3307 

3308 

Blanks 

241 

240 

Sheriff 

Donald  P.  Hurd  of'  Somerville 

35 

36 

Joseph  M.  McElroy  of  Cambridge 

3316 

3316 

Ascanio  DiRago  of  Medford 

3 

3 

Ralph  W.  Robart  of  Cambridge 

980 

981 

Blanks 

257 

255 

Attest : 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  Nov.  27,  1934. 

Pursuant  to  the  warrant  and  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  a 
Town  meeting  was  held  at  time  and  place  named  therein.  The  meet- 
ing was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Charles  P.  Howard  and 
the  warrant  was  partially  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Millard  F.  Charles, 
when  on  motion  of  J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  to  dispense 
with  further  reading  except  the  Constable’s  Return  which  was  then 
done  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Article  1.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  Town  Officers  and 
special  committees  and  determine  what  instructions  will  be  given 
Town  Officers  and  special  committees. 

Article  1.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  to  lay  this 
article  on  the  table. 

Article  2.  To  see  what  sums  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  for  the  following  departments  or  purposes ; from 
Temporary  Aid  Account  to  Public  Welfare,  Administrative  Expense, 
Mothers’  Aid,  and  Aid,  Board  & Care  Accounts ; from  Soldier’s  Re- 
lief, Military  Aid  and  State  Aid  Accounts  to  Aid,  Board  & Care  and 
Old  Age  Assistance  Accounts  ; from  Interest  Account  to  Aid,  Board  & 
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Care,  Old  Age  Assistance  and  Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  Accounts; 
from  General  School  Salaries,  Agricultural  School  Salaries  and  Agri- 
cultural School  Maintenance  Accounts  to  General  School  Mainten- 
ance Account,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto.  ■ • 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Otto  G.  Scholz,  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00)  be  appropriated  for  Public  Wel- 
fare Administration  Expenses  by  transferring  said  sum  from  th-e  un- 
expended balance  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars  ($13,000.00)  previously 
raised  and  appropriated  for  Temporary  Aid  by  vote  of  the  Town  at 
the  annual  meeting  in  Mlarch,  1934  and  that  the  Town  Accountant  be 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer  one  thousand 
dollars  ($1,000.00)  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  vote. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Otto  G.  Scholz,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00)  be  appropriated  for  Mothers’ 
Aid  by  transferring  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  thirteen  thousand 
dollars,  ($13,000.00)  for  Temporary  Aid  previously  raised  and  appro- 
priated at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  March,  1934;  and  that  the  Town 
Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer 
said  amount  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  vote. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Otto  G.  Scholz,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  ($3,000.00)  be  appropriated  for  Aid, 
Board  and  Care  by  transferring  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00)  from 
the  unexpended  balance  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars  ($13,000.00)  for 
Temporary  Aid;  twenty-three  hundred  dollars  ($2,300.00)  from  the 
unexpended  balance  of  twenty  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars  ($20,665.00)  for  interest,  and  two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00)  from 
the  unexpended  balance  of  seven  hundred  dollars  ($700.00)  for  Mili- 
tary Aid;  such  appropriations  having  been  previously  raised  and  ap- 
propriated at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1934,  and  that  the  Town 
Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer 
said  amounts  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  vote. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Otto  G.  Scholz,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  ($3,000.00)  be  appropriated  for  Old  Age 
Assistance  by  transferring  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  ($15,000.00)  for  Soldier’s  Relief  previously  raised  and 
appropriated  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1934,  and  that  the  Town 
Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer 
said  amount  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  vote. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00)  be  appropriated  for  Fire  Alarm 
Maintenance  by  transferring  said  sum  from  the  unexpended  balance 
of  twenty  thousand  six  hundred  sixty-five  dollars  ($20,665.00)  for  In- 
terest, previously  raised  and  appropriated  at  the  Annual  Meeting  held 
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HI  March,  1934,  and  that  the  Town  Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer  said  amount  to  carry  out  the 
purpose  of  this  vote. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars  ($900.00)  be  appropriated  for  General 
School  Maintenance  by  transferring  $550.00  of  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  ($165,000.00)  for  General  School  Salaries  and  $250.00  of  the  un- 
expended balance  of  $3,000.00  for  Agricultural  Salaries  and  $100.00  of 
the  unexpended  balance  of  $300.00  for  Agricultural  Maintenance,  such 
appropriations  having  been  previously  raised  and  appropriated  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  March,  1934 ; and  that  the  Town  Accountant  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer  said  amounts  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  vote. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  treasurer 
with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  money  for  general 
municipal  purposes  under  authority  of  and  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  or  take  any  action  rela- 
tive thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  3.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
'['reasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is 
' authorized  to  borrow  for  general  maintenance  expenses  of  the  Town 
including  1934  Revenue  loans,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars ($25,000.00),  but  in  no  event  a sum  in  excess  of  the  amount  of  tax 
titles  taken  or  held  by  the  Town,  and  to  issue  a note  or  notes  of  the 
town  therefor,  all  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  49  of 
the  Acts  of  1933.  The  said  sum  is  hereby  appropriated  for  payment 
of  Revenue  Loans  of  1934. 

Thirty-eight  voted  “Yes”  and  none  voted  “No”. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  sell  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  determine, 
any  and  all  real  estate  acquired  by  the  Town  for  taxes  wherein  such 
title  has  been  perfected  by  a foreclosure  as  provided  by  law,  and  to 
sign,  seal,  acknowledge  and  deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
Town,  deeds  conveying  such  property  to  the  purchasers  therof,  or  what 
if  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Albert  N.  Leman,  it  was  voted  that  the 
vSelectmen  he  and  they  are  authorized,  empowered  and  instructed  to 
sell  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  determine,  any  and  all 
real  estate  acquired  by  the  Town  for  taxes  wherein  such  title  has 
been  duly  perfected  as  provided  by  law,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  and 
they  are  hereby  further  authorized,  empowered  and  instructed  to 
sign,  seal,  acknowledge  and  deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 


66 


Town,  deeds  and'  such  other  instruments  which  may  be  necessary, 
conveying  such  property  to  the  purchasers  thereof. 

Article  5.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  appropriate  by  trans- 
fer from  the  Van  Nordan  Road  Account  to  the  Park  Department  Ac- 
count, or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  5.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  ($400.00)  be  appropriated  for  the 
improvement,  care  and  maintenance  of  the  Common,  parks  and  play- 
grounds, by  transferring  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  twenty-six 
hundred  seventy-five  ($2,675.00)  previously  raised  and  appropriated 
for  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  Van  Norden  Road  by  vote  of 
the  Town  at  the  Special  Meeting  held,  March  19,  1934-,  and  the  Town 
Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer 
such  balance  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  vote. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  appropriate  by  transfer 
from  the  Cedar  Street  and  Ellis  Avenue  Accounts  to  the  Sidewalk  Ac- 
count, or  what  it*  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  6.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $71.61  be  appropriated  for  sidewalk  construction  and  main- 
tenance by  transferring  $16.32  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  $103.53 
for  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  Cedar  Street  and  $55.29  to  be 
transferred  from  the  expended  balance  of  $140.40  for  the  laying  out 
and  construction  of  Ellis  Avenue,  such  appropriations  having  pre- 
viously been  raised  and  appropriated  by  a vote  of  the  Town  in  March, 
f934,  and  the  Town  Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  in- 
structed to  transfer  such  balances  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this 
vote. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocating  or  altering  of  a por- 
tion of  Grove  Street,  such  highway  being  relocated  or  altered  in 
accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  in  accordance  with  the 
statutory  requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  re- 
location or  alteration  of  a portion  of  Grove  Street  as  shown  on  said 
plan,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works 

Article  7.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocation 
or  alteration  of  a portion  of  Grove  Street. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having 
determined  and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  re- 
quire that  the  public  highway  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  and 
in  the  location  hereinafter  described,  having  complied  with  all  require- 
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ments  of  law  relating  to  notice  to  owners  of  land  thereof,  and  of  a 
hearing  thereon  and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for 
such  hearing,  and  then  and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  de- 
sired to  be  heard,  have  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  a public  high- 
way, for  the  use  of  the  Town,  a portion  of  Grove  Street.  The  bound- 
aries and  measurements  of  said  public  highway  as  so  laid  out,  relocat- 
ed or  altered  are  as  follows: 

The  easterly  line  of  said  relocation  commences  at  a new  point  of 
curve  on  the  present  easterly  side  line  of  said  Grove  Street,  at  land 
of  Charles  A.  Coring,  said  point  being  N.  28  degrees — 58’ — 30”  E.,  a 
distance  of  37.74  feet  from  a stone  bound  marking  a point  of  tangent 
of  a curve  of  199.09  feet  radius : 

From  thence  the  easterly  line  of  said  relocation  runs  with  a curve 
to  the  left  having  a radius  of  420.00  feet  and  length  of  361.94  feet  to 
a point  of  tangent : 

Thence  N.  20  degrees — ^24’ — 00”  W.,  a distance  of  207.77  feet  to  the 
end  of  this  relocation,  said  point  being  10.00  feet  westerly  and  at  right 
angles  with  the  former  terminus  of  the  easterly  side  line  as  altered 
and  adopted  at  an  adjourned  Town  Meeting  held  March  21,  1932: 

From  thence  the  said  terminus  of  said  relocation  runs  S.  69  de- 
grees— 36’ — 00”  W.,  a distance  of  forty  feet  to  the  westerly  side  line 
of  said  relocation  and  in  land  of  the  Meadow  Brook  Golf  Club: 

Thence  S.  20  degrees — 24’ — 00”  E.,  through  land  of  the  said  Golf 
Club  a distance  of  207.77  feet: 

Thence  with  a curve  to  the  right  having  a radius  of  380.00  feet 
still  through  land  of  said  Golf  Club  a length  of  277.34  feet,  to  a point 
on  the  westerly  side  line  of  said  Grove  Street  as  adopted  aforesaid, 
said  point  being  N.  35  degrees — 36’ — 40”  E.,  a distance  of  205.88  feet 
from  an  angle  in  the  westerly  side  line  of  said  street. 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  en- 
titled “Plan  showing  relocation  of  a portion  of  Grove  Street,  Reading, 
Mass.,  made  under  the  date  of  October,  1934  by  Davis  & Abbott,  Civil 
Engineers,  Reading,  said  plan  being  a part  of  this  report. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  or  abandonment 
to  be  made  for  this  improvement. 

This  laying  out,  relocation  or  alteration,  so  made  by  us,  we  here- 
by report  to  the  Town  for  acceptance  and  recommend  that  when  this 
report  is  accepted  and  adopted  by  the  Town  that  said  public  highway 
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shall  thereafter  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  in  accordance  with 
said  plan. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

ELMER  P.  CROONER,  JR. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading. 
On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  ac- 
cept the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocation  or 
altering  of  a portion  of  Grove  Street  and  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
therein  contained. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocating  or  altering  of  the 
corners  of  Lowell  and  Deering  Streets,  such  highways  being  relocated 
or  altered  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  in  accordance 
with  the  statutory  requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept 
the  relocation  or  alteration  of  the  corners  of  Lowell  and  Deering 
Streets,  as  shown  on  said  plan,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 
Article  7.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Reloca- 
tion or  Alteration  of  the  corners  of  Lowell  and  Deering  Streets. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  having 
determined  and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  re- 
quire that  the  public  highway  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  and 
in  the  location  hereinafter  described,  having  complied  with  all  the 
requirements  of  law  relating  to  notice  to  owners  of  land  thereof  and 
of  a hearing  thereon,  and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed 
for  such  hearing  and  then  and  there  heard  all  persons  present,  who 
desired  to  be  heard,  have  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  as  a public 
highway  for  the  use  of  the  Town,  the  corners  of  Lowell  and  Deering 
Streets.  The  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  public  highways 
as  so  laid  out  relocated  or  altered  are  as  follows : 

Alteration  of  the  Northwest  corner  of  Deering  Street  and  the 
Southerly  line  of  Lowell  Street,  bounded  and  described  as  follows : 
Bfeginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  westerly  line  of  Deering 
Street  and  the  southerly  line  of  Lowell  Street : 

Thence  the  line  runs  by  said  westerly  line  of  Deering  Street  S.  23 
degrees — 4’  W.  by  land  of  Eva  Cohen  to  a point  of  curve : 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  northwest  having  a radius  of  20.00  feet, 
a length  of  28.47  feet  across  land  of  said  Eva  Cohen  to  a point  of 
tangent  on  the  southerly  line  of  Lowell  Street: 

Thence  S.  85  degrees — 30’  E.  still  by  land  of  Eva  Cohen  and  the 
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southerly  line  of  Lowell  Street  a distance  of  17.25  feet  to  point  of 
beginning. 

The  above-described  area  containing  60  square  feet  more  or  less. 

Alteration  at  the  Northeast  corner  of  Deering  Street  and  South- 
erly line  of  Lowell  Street,  bounded  and  described  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  easterly  line  of  Deering  Street 
and  the  southerly  line  of  Lowell  Street : 

Thence  the  line  runs  by  said  easterly  line  of  Deering  Street  S.  23 
degrees — 4’  W.  by  land  of  Hattie  S.  Randall  a distance  of  23.18  feet  to 
a point  of  curve : 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  northeast  having  a radius  of  20.00  feet, 
a -length  of  34.36  feet  across  land  of  said  Hattie  S.  Randall  to  a point 
of  tangent  on  the  southerly  line  of  Lowell  Street : 

Thence  N.  58  degrees — 30’  E.  still  by  land  of  said  Hattie  S.  Ran- 
dall and  the  southerly  line  of  Lowell  Street,  a distance  of  23.18  feet 
to  point  of  beginning. 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  en- 
titled “Proposed  Alteration ; Corner  of  Lowell  and  Deering  Streets, 
Reading,  Mass,  made  under  date  of  September,  1934,  Board  of  Public 
Works,  Alexander  Birnie,  Supt.”  said  plan  being  a part  of  this  des- 
cription. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person  , 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for 
this  improvement. 

No  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  for  this  improvement. 

This  laying  out,  relocation  or  alteration  so  made  by  us  w^e  hereby 
report  to  the  Town  for  acceptance  and  recommend  that  when  this 
report  is  accepted  and  adopted  by  the  Town,  that  said  public  high- 
way' shall  thereafter  be  laid  out,  relocated  or  altered  in  accordance 
with  said  plans. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

^ ELMER  P.  CROOKER,  JR. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  ac- 
cept the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  relocation  or 
alteration  of  the  corners  of  Lowell  and  Deering  Streets  and  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  therein  contained. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway 
of  a private  way  heretofore  known  as  Chapin  Avenue  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Law  authorizing  the  assessments  of  betterments,  such  high- 
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way  being  laid  out  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Survey  and  filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accord- 
ance wdth  the  statutory  requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  ac- 
cept the  public  way  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  here- 
tofore known  as  Chapin  Avenue  and  to  see  what  sum  the  Town  will 
vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  Third  Street,  Van 
Norden  Road,  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  Sewer  House  Connection 
Accounts  for  the  said  laying  out  and  construction  of  said  way,  or 
what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  9.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying 
out  of  Chapin  Avenue. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  having 
determined  and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  re- 
quire the  laying  out  of  a Town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  au- 
thorizing the  assessments  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location 
hereinafter  described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law 
relating  to  notice  to  the  owners  of  land  thereof,  and  of  a hearing 
thereon,  and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such 
hearing  and  then  and  there  heard  all  person's  present,  who  desired  to 
be  heard,  have  laid  out  as  a Town  way  for  the  use  of  the  Town,  run- 
ning easterly  from  Main  Street,  substantially  as  and  in  the  location 
of  the  private  way  known  as  Chapin  Avenue,  the  boundaries  and 
measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows  ; 

The  northerly  line  of  said  Chapin  Avenue  commences  at  a point 
on  the  Easterly  side  line  of  said  Main  Street,  said  point  being  S-  14 
degrees — €0’  W.  a distance  of  268.57  feet  measured  along  the  said 
Easterly  side  line  of  Main  Street  from  a stone  bound  marking  an 
angle  in  said  Main  Street  south  of  Haven  Street : 

From  thence  the  said  northerly  line  runs  S.  77  degrees — ^25’  E. 
by  land  of  Alelkon  Melkonian  et  al.,  Turnbull  and  Rogers,  Leo  and 
Mae  Jackson  across  the  Southerly  terminus  of  a private  way  known 
as  Ordway  Terrace,  again  by  other  land  of  the  said  Leo  and  Mae 
Jackson  and  thence  by  land  of  Frank  Webb,  a distance  of  589-85  feet 
to  a point  of  curve  : 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  left  with  a radius  of  20.00  feet  through 
land  of  the  said  Webb  a length  of  36.69  feet  to  a point  of  tangent  on 
the  Westerly  side  line  of  said  Elliott  Street  this  being  the  terminus 
of  the  above-described  Northerly  line  : 

From  thence  the  Easterly  limits  of  said  Chapin  Avenue  runs  by 
and  with  the  said  Westerly  side  line  of  Elliott  Street  on  a bearing  of 
S.  2 degrees— 3P  E.  a distance  of  58.75  feet  to  an  angle  in  said  Elliott 
Street : 
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Thence  by  and  with  the  said  westerly  side  line  of  Elliott  Street 
oji  a bearing  of  S.  5 degrees — 59’  E.  a distance  of  23.34  feet  to  a point 
of  tangent  of  the  Southerly  line  of  said  Chapin  Avenue  hereinafter 
described : 

From  thence  the  Southerly  line  of  said  Chapin  Avenue  runs  by  a 
curve  in  a Northwesterly  direction  with  a radius  of  20.00  feet  partly 
through  land  of  Joseph  McCaughey  and  partly  through  land  hereto- 
fore within  the  limits  of  said  Chapin  Avenue  a length  of  24.93  feet 
to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  N.  77  degrees — 25’  W.  parallel  with  and  forty  feet  distant 
from  the  above-described  Northerly  line,  and  by  lands  of  the  said 
McCaughey,  Carrie  L.  Proper  et  al.,  Duncan  A.  Stanley,  Jacob  Wen- 
dell’s Heirs,  Clara  A.  Wilson,  Reading  Motor  Co.  and  land  of  the 
Reading  Chronicle  a distance  of  613.92  feet  to  the  said  Easterly  side 
line  of  M'ain  Street  and  the  terminus  of  said  Southerly  line: 

From  thence  the  Westerly  terminus  of  said  Chapin  Avenue  runs 
t)y  and  with  the  said  Easterly  side  of  Main  Street  on  a bearing  of  N. 
14  degrees — 00’  E.  a distance  of  40.01  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning: 

The  above-described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a plan  en- 
titled “Plan  ar.d  Profile  of  Chapin  Avenue  made  under  date  of  April, 
1934  by  Davis  & Abbott,  Civil  Engineers,  Reading,  Alass.,  said  being 
a part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for 
this  improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are 
done  under  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  assessments  of  better- 
ments, and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town 
for  acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be 
known  as  a public  Town  wa^'  and  named  Chapin  Avenue  and  that  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  sixty  and  fifty  one  hundredths  ($850.50)  dol- 
lars be  raised  and  appropriated  for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  con- 
struction of  said  way. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
WILLIAAI  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
ELAIER  P.  CROOKER,  JR. 

ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

Article  9.  On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam,  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  accept  and  adopt  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
on  the  laying  out  of  Chapin  Avenue  under  the  provisions  of  the  law 
aiilhorfzing  the  assessment  of  betterments,  and  that  the  sum  of 
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■•($860.50)  dollars  for  such  laying  out  and  construction  be  appropriated 
by  transferring  $192.60  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  $2675.00  previ- 
ously raised  and  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  construction  of 
Van  Norden  Road  by  vote  of  the  Town  at  the  special  meeting  held 
March  19,  1934;  the  sum  of  $39.00  be  transferred  from  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  $315.48  for  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  Third 
Street ; $300.00  be  transferred  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  $5,500.00 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  Salaries  and  Expense  Account;  and 
$328.90  be  transferred  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  $1,000.00  of 
Sewer  House  Connection  Account ; and  the  Sewer  House  Connection 
Account;  the  Third  Street,  the  Board  of  Public  Works  Salaries  and 
Expense  Account  are  appropriations  previously  raised  and  appropri- 
ated by  vote  of  the  Town  at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  March,  1934, 
and  that  the  Town  Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and 
instructed  to  transfer  such  balances  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  this 
vote. 

Article  1.  On  motion  of  Theodore  P.  Berle,  it  was  voted  to 
take  this  article  from  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Theodore  P.  Berle,  it  was  voted  that  the  Select- 
men and  Town  Counsel  be  a committee  to  investigate  and  report 
to  the  Town  as  to  whether  unexpended  balances  cannot  be  trans- 
ferred in  some  other  legal  way  without  calling  a Town  Meeting 
to  act  thereon. 

Voted  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

Checkers  reported  that  (56)  voters  were  checked  in  for  said 
meeting. 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


RECOUNT  FOR  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Municipal  Building,  December  10,  1934. 

The  Board  of  Registrars  met  and  recounted  the  votes  cast  at 
November  6,  1934  Election  for  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  with 
the  following  results  : 

Election  Recount 


Walter  Burke  of  New  Bedford  14  14 

Frederick  W.  Cook  of  Somerville  3446  3443 

George  L.  McGlynn  of  Beverly  7 7 

Leslie  A.  Richards  of  South  Hadley  22  17 

Joseph  Santosuosso  of  Boston  957  956 

William  B.  Taylor  of  Flympton  22  20 

Blanks  123  134 


4591  4591 
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The  votes  were  sealed  and  delivered  to  the  Town  Clerk  where- 
upon It  was  voted  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


NOTICE  TO  PARENTS,  HOUSEWIVES,  PHYSICIANS 
AND  MIDWIVES 

Your  Attention  is  Called  to  the  Sections  Below  Taken  from  the  Revised 
Laws — Blank  h orms  for  Return  of  Births  Can  be  Obtained  of 
the  Town  Clerk 

SECTION  3,  CHAPTER  444,  ACTS  1897 
Section  3.  Physicians  and  Midwives  shall  on  or  before  the  fifth 
day  of  each  month  report  to  the  clerk  of  each  city  or  town  a correct 
list  of  all  children  born  therein  during  the  month  next  preceding,  at 
whose  birth  they  were  present,  stating  the  date  and  place  of  each  birth, 
the  name  of  the  child,  if  it  has  any,  the  sex  and  color  of  the  child,  the 
name,  place  of  birth  and  residence  of  the  parents,  the  maiden  name  of 
the  mother,  and  occupation  of  the  father.  If  the  child  is  illegitimate 
the  name  of  the  father  shall  not  be  stated,  unless  at  the  joint  request 
in  writing  of  both  father  and  mother,  which  request  shall  be  filed  with 
the  returns  of  births.  The  fee  of  the  physicians  or  midwives  shall  be 
twenty-five  cents  for  each  birth  so  reported,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the 
city  or  town  in  which  the  report  is  made,  upon  presentation  of  certi- 
ficate from  the  city  or  town  clerk,  stating  that  said  births  have  been 
reported  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  this  section.  Any 
physician  or  midwife  neglecting  to  report  such  list  for  ten  days  after 
it  is  due  shall  for  each  offense  forfeit  a sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
dollars. 

SECTION  6,  CHAPTER  444,  ACTS  1897 
Section  6.  Parents  and  householders  shall  within  forty  (40)  days 
after  the  date  of  a birth  occurring  in  his  house  give  notice  thereof  or 
cause  such  notice  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which 
such  child  is  born. 

MILLARD  F.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 

DOGS  LICENSED,  JAN.  1,  1934  TO  DEC.  31,  1934 


417  AT  ale  @ $2.00  $ 834.00 

85  Female  (<D  $5.00  425.00 

151  Spayed  Female  @ $2.00  302.00 

4 Breeders  Licenses  @ $25.00  100.00 


$ 1661.00 

657  License  Fees  (5)  20c  131.40 


Balance  Due  $ 1529.60 
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Jan.  5,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  $ 8.40 

April  6,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  1.80 

May  4,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  504.80 

June  1,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  180.20 

July  2,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  282.00 

Sept.  7,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  132.80 

Oct.  8,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer 123.60 

Oct.  19,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer 160.00 

Nov.  22,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  77.40 

Nov.  30,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  -20 

Dec.  3,  1934,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  24.60 

Jan.  7,  1935,  Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  28.80 

Balance  Due  


$ 1,529.60 


SPORTING  LICENSES 

125  Fishing  Licenses  $ 250.00 

106  Hunting  Licenses  212.00 

48  Hunting  and  Fishing  Licenses 156.00 

13  Minors  and  Women’s  Fishing  Licenses  16.25 

7 Trapping  Licenses  36.75 

1 Duplicate  License  .50 


$ 671.50 

299  Fees  @ 25c  74.75 


Total  to  Pay  Fish  and  Game  Division  $ 596.75 

Payments 

February  7,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  $ 92.75 

March  5,  1934  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  14.25 

April  9,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  1.75 

May  3,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  82.50 

June  6,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  88.00 

July  5,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission 86.75 

August  25,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  / 19.50 

September  10,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  , 11.00 

October  10,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  12.25 

November  6,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  143.50 

December  6,  1934,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  ....  32.75 

January  3,  1935,  Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  11.75 


Total  Paid  $ 596.75 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1934 


Date  Name 


Parents 


Jan. 

7 Piercy 

8 Barbara  Ann  White 

10  Warren  Ruston  Rich,  Jr. 
12  Mary  Elizabeth  Gaffney 
12  Melvin  Edward  Mahoney 
12  Ba-rbara  May  Webb 
18  Donald  Fraser  Johnson 
18  Jean  Marie  Toussaint 
22  Edward  Maurice  Haley 
27 

29  Donna  Gail  Mich 
31  John  Edwin  Arsenault 


John  F.  and  Margaret  G. 
Harry  E.  and  Nellie  H. 
Warren  R.  and  Alice  L. 
Michael  C.  and  Gertrude  H. 
John  E.  and  Frances  M. 
William  P.  and  Helen  T. 
Andrew  F.  and  Ida  C. 

Alpha  and  Rose  W. 

Maurice  L.  and  Catherine  H, 

Paul  and  Donna  S. 

Peter  J.  and  Obeline  P. 


Feb. 

1 Nancy  Litchfield  Benjamin  and  Gerda  H. 

4 Charles  Reynolds  Holcomb  Charles  A.  and  Edith  W. 

9  Francis  James  William  Lazenby  Francis  C.  W.  and  Evelyn  A. 


9 Edward  Michael  Quinlan 
10  James  Kenneth  Doucette 

15  Mary  Farpelha 

16  Malcolm  Norman  Opland 
18  Barbara  Elaine  Lovejoy 

21  Victor  Raymond  Carter 

22  Frederick  Edward  Parrett 

23  Ernest  Franklin  Gillis 

27  Frank  Mason  Elwell,  3d 


Edward  G.  and  Ethel  O. 
Edward  and  Marion  M. 
George  J.  and  Mary  G. 
Alfred  N.  and  Lillian  S. 
Lawrence  E.  and  Mary  G. 
Victor  R.  and  Dorothy  M. 
Charles  F.  and  Ruth  R. 
Harry  G.  and  Margerite  J. 
Frank  M.  and  Violet  G. 


Mar. 

6 Jean  Marie  Muise 
6 Albert  Richard  Skane 
9 Patricia  Ann  Collins 

13  Robart  Raymond  McCaughey 

14  Ann  Doreen  Burnham 

14  Priscilla  Ardell  Nickerson 

15  Dorothy  Louise  McLucas 
17  Patricia  Delma  McMahon 
17  Elwyn  Duncan  Wells 

19  Constance  Ewertz 
26  Joan  Allen 
31  Robert  Francis  Gibson 


Abel  W.  and  Mary  C. 

Richard  O.  and  Rosalie  B. 
Frank  J.  and  Elsie  L. 
Raymond  A.  and  Florence  T. 
Robert  W.  and  Arline  C. 
Blanchard  S.  and  Helen  H. 
Ernest  N.  and  Agnes  N. 
Frederick  J.  and  Delma  D. 
Elwyn  R.  and  Janey  M. 
Harold  N.  and  Evelyn  P. 
Lawrence  and  Maude  M. 
Clifford  J.  and  Margaret  A. 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1934 


i  Date  Name  Parents 


Apr. 


1 Mary  Gertrude  Melanson 

7 Theresa  Catherine  Peters 

8 Paul  Francis  Jones 
10  Mary  Lou  Hobby 

20  Jeanette  Olive  Surette 

21  Richard  Whittier  Knight 

25  Albert  Franklin  Runge 

26  Bernice  Evelyn  Humphrey 

28  Karlene  Elizabeth  Reichardt 

29  David  Russell  Roberts 

30  Eppler 

30  Lander  Partridge  Hodgman, 


Sylvine  and  Elizabeth  M. 

John  and  Josephine  G. 

William  F.  and  Marguerite  H. 
Harry  R.  and  Mary  M. 

Anselm  E.  and  Bridget  D. 
William  E.  and  Dorothy  W. 
Carl  O.  and  Dorothy  S. 

George  A.  and  Fleda  B. 
Warren  C .and  Irene  R. 

John  R.  and  Doris  K. 

Walter  T.  and  Faith  M. 
’.Lander  P.  and  Alice  O.’ 


May 

3 Kenneth  John  Hickman 

4 Carol  Ann  Burns 

10  David  Edward  Richards 

16  Lawrence  George  Coward,  Jr. 

19  Emery  Whitney  LeTourneau 
22  William  Frank  Saladino 

30  Marjorie  Gallagher 

31  Victor  Herbert  Cail,  Jr. 

31  Peter  Noyes  Schindler 
June 

2 Eleanor  Katherine  Williams 

3 Lois  Mae  Woodward 

6 Sidney  Francis  Connors 

7 Marilyn  Joyce  Borglin 
7 Carla  Ann  Conrey 

7 Robert  Kevin  Whelton 
16  Barbara  Ann  Levasseur 

20  Jane  Thelma  Garden 

21  Thomas  Tolman  Lyons 
30  Donald  McLeod  Zanni 
July 

11  Patricia  Jane  Nutter 

15  James  Byron  Goldsmith 
21  Phyllis  Agnes  Doucette 

21  Donald  Emery  Turner 

22  Rita  Josephine  Tower 


Ernest  S.  and  Mildred  L. 
Norman  R.  and  Eleanor  N. 
William  E.  and  Dorothy  B. 
Lawrence  G.  and  Ruth  R. 
Alphie  and  Elizabeth  C. 
Joseph  and  Hilda  S. 

James  H.  and  Josephine  H. 
Victor  H.  and  Gladys  B. 
Frederick  and  Elizabeth  M. 

Frank  L.  Jr.  and  Esther  R. 
Raymond  and  Gladys  L. 

John  J.  and  Frances  D. 
Rudolph  and  Helen  L. 

Karl  L.  and  Winnifred  C. 
David  J.  and  Louise  B. 
George  J.  and  Irene  D. 
Charles  S.  and  Thelma  R. 
Louis  M.  and  Margaret  T. 
George  S.  and  Eleanor  M. 

Richard  L.  and  Ruth  W. 
Arthur  A.  and  Jennie  J. 
Jeremiah  and  Florence  D. 
Rudolph  G.  and  Gertrude  D. 
Graham  and  Lena  G. 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1934 


L'ate  Name 


Parents 


J nly 

?A 

24  Nancy  Lulu  Towle 

25  William  Stephen  Geary 

Aug. 

7  Rose  Adrienne  DeSilva 

7 

8 Clyde  Ralph  Hagan 

9 Bruce  Augustus  Norton 
11  Tiete  Louise  Morris 

15  Leonard  Joseph  Peters 

16  Shirley  Florence  Fleming 
20  Carole  Ann  Jarvis 

20  Thomas  Anthony  Hogan 

24  Donald  James  Doucette 

25  Frank  Chester  Nelson 

28  Kenneth  Hampton  Roberts 
30  Martha  Hoag 

30  Jean  Marie  O’Dowd 

31  Henry  James  Beauchamp 
31  Walter  Neal  Wells 

Sept. 

1 William  Francis  Marchetti 

4 Barbara  Anne  Doucette 

9 Sylvia  Beverly  Young 

10  Vincent  Paul  Meuse 

13  Harold  Edward  Comeau 

14  Raymond  Edwin  Drown 

15  Robert  Benjamin  Muise 

21  Joseph  Edward  Meuse 

22  Phyllis  Mae  Harrie 
25  Ruth  Lorraine  Lewis 

29  John  Scott  Althoff 

30  Roger  Armand  Muccio 

Oct. 

5 Ronald  Alvah  Walton 

13  William  Beveridge  Perry 
13  William  Melvin  Talbot,  Jr. 

16  (7eorge  Edward  Munnis 


Harley  E.  and  Martha  S. 

Paul  J.  and  Kathryn  S. 

Edward  F.  and  Marion  W. 

Ralph  H.  and  Ethelda  S. 

Everett  E .and  Florence  T. 
Albert  E.  and  Sadie  W. 

Joseph  L.  and  Marie  P. 

James  E.  and  Mary  M. 

Albert  K.  and  Phoebe  H. 
Roderick  M.  and  Bernardine  K. 
Douglas  P.  and  Gertrude  M. 
Charles  L.  and  Zelda  A. 
William  and  Mary  Q. 

Roland  B.  and  Dorothy  S. 

James  F.  and  Alice  G. 

Roland  and  Nellie  S. 

Carl  V.  and  M.  Louise  J. 

Louis  J.  and  Helen  B. 

Sylvester  J.  and  Alice  D. 
Kenneth  C.  and  Winnie  E. 

Peter  and  Mary  A. 

Joseph  A.  and  Mary  C. 

Harland  R.  and  Ethlyn  F- 
Benjamin  and  Sylvia  D. 

John  A.  and  Josehine  F. 

Robert  J.  and  Eva  C. 

Frank  A.  and  Edna  S. 

Philip  W.  and  Jessie  S. 

Armand  R.  and  Gladys  D. 

Robert  and  Dorothy  C. 

William  W.  and  Beatrice  G. 
William  M.  and  Katherine  D. 
Eldridge  and  Edith  W. 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1934 
Date  Name  Parents 


Oct. 

18  Peter  Sterling  Parsonson 
18  Nancy  Jean  Symonds 
26  Audrey  Jean  Killam 
23  Elizabeth  Barrett 

Nov. 

4 Peter  Hitchcock 
6 Nils  Lovering  Nordberg 
9 Charles  Edward  McLaughlin 
13  Harold  Edward  Quigley,  Jr. 

18  Ellen  Jean  Surrette 

19  Robert  Grant  Prescott 

20  Judith  Russell 

26  Louis  Boyce  Bacigalupo 

27  Gail  Mary  Bacigalupo 
30  Fay  Elizabeth  M'cCauley 

Dec. 

8 Jean  Batiste  Reuben  Lefave 

10  Joan  Ethel  McSheehy 

11  Richard  Allen  White 

16  Warner  Jackson  Corindia 
22  Joan  Ruth  Norden 

22  Karl  Stephen  Skinner,  Jr. 

22 

23  Robert  Anthony  McCabe 
.27  Judith  Ann  Babcock 

29  James  Francis  Bunker 

30 


Alfred  H.  and  IGvera  M. 

Otis  P.  and  Eugenia  G. 

James  W.  jr.  and  Gladys  T. 

Charles  A.  and  Alice  S. 

Fred  J.  and  Rose  PI. 

Nils  L.  and  Eleanor  L. 

Charles  and  Joan  C. 

Harold  E.  and  Helen  D. 

Paul  E.  and  Susan  M- 
Kenneth  C .and  Virginia  G. 

John  B.  and  Lucia  F. 

Frank  L.  and  Mary  B. 

Louis  J.  and  Alice  C. 

James  F.  Jr.  and  Anna  H. 

James  A.  and  Marie  L. 

Harold  and  Bertha  C. 

John  A.  and  Hazel  P. 

Cyrus  R.  and  Mabel  R. 

John  R.  and  Margaret  K. 

Karl  S.  and  Bertha  M. 

Anthony  L.  and  Eunice  R. 

Theodore  K.  and  Barbara  H.  / 

Richard  E.  and  Sylvia  D.  , o 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  PREVIOUS 

YEARS 


Date  Name  Parents 

August  5,  1918 

Robert  Edward  Doucette  Robert  E.  and  Mary  L. 

May  18,  1928 

Malvina  Allison  Buck  Chester  S.  and  Malvina  J. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1934 


Date  Names  Age  Occupation  Residence 


Jan. 


20 

John  L.  Knight,  Jr. 

23 

Laborer 

Reading 

-Florence  L.  (Muise)  Crowell  27 

Housewife 

Reading 

21 

Raymond  Joseph  Drew 

21 

At  Home 

Reading 

Catherine  Joseph  Cronin 

18 

At  Home 

Lawrence 

Feb. 

10 

Daniel  Meuse 

31 

Mason 

Wakefield 

Rachel  Louise  VanHorn 

16 

Maid 

Reading 

11 

Arthur  Lawrence  Doiron 

24 

Salesman 

Reading 

Virginia  Warren  Smith 

23 

Salesgirl 

Reading 

Mar. 

1 

Victor  Herbert  Cail 

20 

Clerk 

Reading 

Gladys  Elizabeth  Brown 

22 

At  Home 

Reading 

1 

Artemas  James  Stewart 

26 

^Physician 

Lowell 

Phyllis  Robinson 

25 

Public  Health  Nurse  Reading 

13 

Charles  Norman  Beighley 

21 

Chef 

Reading 

Pearl  Sylvia  Smith 

18 

At  Home 

Reading 

17 

Arthur  Joseph  Hardy 

23 

Oiler 

Reading 

Philomena  (Condarto) 

20 

At  Home 

Reading 

Gonsalves 

Apr. 

1 

Willis  F.  Tucker 

33 

Mechanic 

Reading 

Minnola  E.  Roberts 

26 

Clerk 

Reading 

6 

George  William  White 

27 

Asst.  Manager 

Newton 

Faith  Winslow  Thaxter 

22 

Bookkeeper 

Reading 

8 

Ora  L.  Milbury 

69 

Janitor 

Reading 

Cora  Mabel  (Libby)  Durkee 

64 

Practitioner 

Reading 

14 

John  Frederick  Balser 

23 

Truck  Driver 

Burlington 

Sarah  Annette  Davis 

20 

Housework 

Reading 

24 

Ellsworth  Morton  Goddard 

30 

Radio  Operator 

West  Hampstead,  N.  H. 

Jessie  Lucretia  Little 

29 

Teacher 

Reading 

28 

Justin  Leavitt  Anderson 

32 

Physician 

Tewksbury 

Margaret  Hunt 

29 

Clerk 

Reading 

May 

6 

Carlton  Bell  Mclntire 

28 

Chauffeur 

North  Reading 

Grace  Louise  Fuller 

25 

At  Home 

Reading 

7 

Daniel  Benedict  Desmond 

36 

Salesman 

Cambridge 

Anne  (Snow)  McCormick 

33 

At  Home 

Cambridge 

8 

Leroy  Edward  Gorton 

24 

Mechanic 

Arlington 

Dorothy  Jessie  Coffin 

20 

At  Home 

Arlington 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1934 
Date  Names  Age  Occupation  Residence 


May 


12 

Robert  Crosdil  Jackson 

30 

Piano  Tuner 

Everett 

Norma  Ellsworth  Perry 

20 

Clerk 

Reading 

12 

Joseph  Henry  Westcott,  Jr. 

23 

Laborer 

Reading 

Dorothy  Elizabeth  Swain 

21 

At  Home 

Wilmington 

18 

Bruce  Reed  Cummings 

26 

Clerk 

Allston 

Marion  Elizabeth  Cleland 

29 

Clerk 

Reading 

19 

Richard  PI.  Burhoe 

21 

Clerk 

Reading 

Eleanore  R.  Barris 

24 

At  Home 

Reading 

June 

10 

George  Winfield  Taylor 

21 

Leather  Worker  Burlington 

Audrey  Alice  Carter 

18 

Stenographer 

Reading 

12 

Arthur  Lewis  Putnam 

34 

Chauffeur 

Lynnfield 

Ruth  Elizabeth  (Leroy) 

White 

31 

Housekeeper 

Lynnfield 

16 

Warren  Lewis  Fletcher,  Jr. 

22 

Merchant 

Reading 

Myrtle  Elizabeth  Whicker 

19 

Clerk 

Reading 

16 

Franklin  Wesley  Zwicker 

25 

Engineer 

Reading 

Margaret  Richardson 

26 

At  Home 

Reading 

17 

Charles  Hertkorn  Buffum 

20 

Electrician 

Reading, 

Ruth  Anne  Sawyer 

24 

Nurse 

Reading 

17 

Wilfred  Henry  Doiron 

23 

Grocery  Clerk 

Reading 

Ethel  Veronica  Dingle 

21 

Bookkeeper 

Wakefield 

18 

Louis  Earl  Crafts 

21 

Clerk 

Reading 

Ruth  Estel  Wilby 

24 

Clerk 

Melrose 

23 

Robert  Benjamin  Mount,  Jr. 

25 

Salesman 

Reading 

Lucille  Glenville  Ware 

24 

Designer 

Reading 

23 

Elie  DeBoe 

51 

Cigar  Maker 

Reading 

Colita  DeBoek 

47 

At  Home 

Reading 

24 

Roger  Walwin  Potter 

29 

Meter  Reader 

Reading 

Alice  Evelyn  Paine 

25 

Operator 

Lynn 

25 

Milton  York  Randall 

23 

Farmer 

Burlington,  Kj. 

Florence  Alice  Fontaine 

19 

At  Home 

Reading 

27 

Oscar  Lowande,  Jr. 

31 

Actor 

Reading 

Helen  Brusman 

24 

Actress 

Bloomburg,  Ohio 

30 

Harold  Kendrick  Waterman 

25 

Manager 

Wilmington 

Dorothy  Hurd 

23 

Clerk 

Reading 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1934 


Date  Names  Age  Occupation  Residence 

July 


1 Henry  Edward  Bolton 
Mildred  Francis 
1 Richard  Leslie  Lounsbury 
Edna  Melissa  Thompson 
7 William  R.  Allen 

Jean  Elizabeth  Tower 
7 Walter  Francis  Cutcliffe 
Gladys  Henderson 
13  Arthur  A.  Conti 
Dorothy  A.  Rogers 
23  Charles  H.  White 

Marion  (Wilder)  MacLean 
27  Albert  C.  Hodson 

Laura  Booth  Cobleigh 
2C  Travis  St.  Clair  Crowell 
Irma  Winifred  Hunnewell 
23  Kenneth  Otis  Morrison 
Ina  May  Lyford 
23  Homer  Flint  Richards 
Myrtle  Ellen  Wakely 

29  Charles  A.  Thompson 
Marion  I.  Walsh 

30  Allen  Duane  Bronson 
Lydia  Marion  Lavoie 

Aug. 

15  John  Richard  Borden  Steele 
Marion  Elizabeth  Boyce 
15  Robert  Wood 
Anna  Slattery 
19  Spencer  Henderson 
Olga  Skane 

23  Stanley  Crocker  Brown 
Eleanor  Noyes  Marsh 

23  Leo  J.  Worcester 
Mildred  A.  Scanlon 


32 

Laundry  Worker 

Reading 

22 

Chocolate  Dipper 

Reading 

24 

Secretary 

Everett 

23 

Public  School  Teacher  Andover 

35 

Mechanic 

Wakefield 

19 

Necktie  Worker 

Reading 

31 

Paying  Teller 

Reading 

27 

Teacher 

Wilmington 

25 

Linotype  Operator 

Reading 

23 

Clerk 

Reading 

43 

Leather  Finisher 

Melrose 

42 

Housekeeper 

Reading 

25 

Marine  Engineer 

Reading 

25 

Secretary 

Melrose 

24 

Salesman 

Concord 

25 

At  Home 

Melrose 

27 

Production  Engineer 

Reading 

23 

Telephone  Operator 

Wakefield 

35 

Salesman 

Reading 

35 

At  Home  Nashua,  N.  H. 

25 

Truck  Driver 

No.  Reading 

22 

Telephone  Operator 

No.  Reading 

26 

Moving  Picture  Opei 

Reading 

18 

Hairdresser 

Wilmington 

21 

Groceiw'  Clerk 

Wakefield 

17 

At  Home 

Reading- 

38 

Truck  Driver 

North  Reading 

37 

Nurse 

North  Reading 

22 

Farm  Hand 

Reading 

20 

At  Home 

Reading- 

29 

Florist 

Reading 

24 

Salesgirl 

Reading 

27 

Coat  Cutter 

Reading 

26 

Clerk 

Reading 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1934 


Date  Names  Age  Occupation  Residence 

Sept. 


2 

Charles  Francis  Laetsch 

22 

Clerk 

Reading 

Mary  Ellen  Hession 

21 

Clerk 

Winchester 

3 

Charles  Frederic  Millican 

27 

Electrician 

Arlington 

Gladys  Angelene  Stewart 

31 

At  Home 

Reading 

5 

Charles  Alvin  Philbrick 

26 

Filling  Station  Attendant 

Wakefield 

Lillian  Elizabeth  Newhall 

26 

Domestic 

Wakefield 

6 

Gilbert  Melvin 

24 

Carbonizer 

Reading 

Anna  Rudinskas 

20 

None 

Somerville 

8 

Allen  Augustus  Merick 

44 

Chairmaker 

Princeton 

Jean  Marguerite  Park 

41 

Clerk 

Reading 

10 

Joseph  Michael  Bowen 
Helen  Upton  (Oram) 

40 

Veterinary  Asst. 

Wakefield 

Maloney 

37 

Clerk 

Reading 

10 

Erwin  William  Surrell 

25 

Cook 

Windsor,  Vt. 

Charlotte  Mary  Griffin 

16 

At  Home 

Reading 

15 

Howard  Lodge  Lovering 

27 

Civil  Engineer 

Reading 

Eunice  Janet  Albee 

22 

At  Home 

Reading 

16 

Timothy  William  Doucette 

22 

Millhand 

Reading 

Ruth  Geraldine  Lindsay 

21 

Waitress 

Reading 

25 

Colin  A.  Rees 

23 

Chauffeur 

Reading 

Florence  Bishop 

20 

None 

Malden 

29 

Robert  Trenholm  Allmon 

22 

Superintendent 

Reading 

Pauline  Beeley 

22 

Clerk 

Wakefield 

Oct. 

2 

Charles  George  Mayhew 

21 

Musician 

Wakefield 

Helen  Marjorie  Surette 

17 

Housework 

Reading 

7 

J.  Russell  Braley 

28 

Attorney 

Boston 

Myrtle  B.  Perkins 

20 

Housekeeper 

Boston 

11 

Clifford  H.  Wright 

20 

Laborer 

Hartford,  Vt. 

Grace  E.  (Atkinson)  Scanlon 

20 

At  Home 

Reading 

18 

Frederick  Youd 

51 

Woodworker 

Reading 

Jane  Lawrence  Strachan 

32 

At  Home 

Dorchester 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1934 
Date  Names  Age  Occupation  Residence 


Oct. 


20 

Walter  Gould  Buckle 

34 

Insurance  Broker 

Wilmington 

Hilda  Cameron  Prentiss 

37 

Clerk 

Reading 

20 

Thomas  E.  Halpin 

29 

Physician 

Reading 

Arline  Mullin 

27 

At  Home  Manchester,  N.  H. 

25 

Ardenne  Albert  Stott 

51 

Physician  Woolwich,  Maine 

Edna  Mae  (Marr)  Wilson 

41 

Merchant 

Bath,  Maine 

27 

Ernest  Everett  Brown 

32 

Bank  Teller 

Reading 

Evelyn  Catherine  Hoyt 

29 

Bank  Clerk 

Reading 

27 

William  Raymond  Harvey 

27 

Painter 

Reading 

Florence  May  Davis 

25 

Domestic 

Reading 

27 

Horton  Kemp  Murphy 

32 

Mechanic 

Reading 

Leila  B.  (Avery)  Downing 

34 

Waitress 

Reading 

27 

Perry  Sedgwick  Philbrook 

23 

Chauffeur 

Reading 

Elise  Marie  Beaudry 

20 

At  Home 

North  Reading 

28 

John  Lawrie 

20 

Millworker 

Andover 

Helen  L.  Magurn 

19 

At  Mome 

Reading 

29 

John  Frederick  Bunten 

27 

Alerchant 

Reading 

Verna  E.  Mitchell 

21 

Stenographer 

Reading 

Nov. 

9 

George  Lea  Berks 

28 

Insurance 

Watertown 

Mildred  Elizabeth  Horton 

28 

Bank  Clerk 

Reading 

10 

George  Clifford  Munroe 

31 

Chauffeur 

North  Reading 

Leona  Mary  Cotreau 

34 

At  Home 

Reading 

10 

Raymond  William  Weeks 

24 

E.  R.  A. 

Reading 

Ilene  Elizabeth  Fleming 

22 

Telephone  Operator  Reading 

11 

George  Hilbert  Merrill 

23 

Attendant  Nurse 

Boston 

Lillian  Irene  Richmond 

20 

Attendant  Nurse 

Reading 

17 

John  Herbert  Lucy 

27 

Time  Study 

Wakefield 

Rena  Edyth  Marchetti 

29 

Clerical 

Reading 

18 

Frank  Lee  Edgerley 

60 

Funeral  Director 

Reading 

Olive  Sanford  Damon 

28 

Practical  Nurse 

Reading 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1934 


Date  Names  Age  Occupation  Residence 


Nov. 


24 

William  Hoar  Durant 

74 

Retired 

Reading 

Marion  Catherine  Langdon 

56 

Dental  Assistant 

Reading 

24 

Joseph  Warren  Mount 

22 

Traffic  Manager 

Reading 

Marguerite  Louise  Parker 

22 

Hairdresser 

Reading 

25 

Robert  Arthur  Bedley 

22 

Florist 

Reading 

Janet  Quimby  Atwood 

18 

None 

Reading 

Dec. 

1 

Ralph  Emerson  Snyder 

22 

Shoe  Cutter 

North  Reading 

Frances  Gerry  Stratton 

17 

At  Home 

Reading 

9 

John  Rudolph  Norden 

26 

Tanner 

Reading 

Margaret  Elizabeth  Knight 

27 

At  Home 

Reading 

12 

Roland  W.  Holden 

25 

Salesman 

Reading 

Josephine  H.  Briggs 

18 

Housework 

Tewksbury 

15 

Francis  Edwin  Merrill 

23 

Asst.  Floor  Foreman  Reading 

Bertha  Mercy  Richardson 

29 

Nurse 

Wilmington 

15 

Harvey  Phillips  Poore 

24 

Laborer 

Reading 

M.  Rose  DeRoche 

27 

Shoe  Worker 

Lawrence 

19 

Holmes  Erie  Mobbs 

37 

Merchant 

Montpelier,  Vt. 

Emily  Roberts  Smith 

31 

Teacher 

Reading 

22 

Minot  G.  Richardson 

30 

Salesman 

Reading 

Frances  Marion  Archibald 

27 

At  Home 

Reading 

24 

Harold  F.  Atwood 

45 

Army  Officer 

Newburyport 

Rachel  C.  (Clifford)  Dalton 

42 

Music  Teacher 

Reading 

27 

James  Williams 

26 

Steamfitter 

Reading 

Elizabeth  Blackburn 

18 

None 

Stoneham 

29 

Herbert  Betty 

38 

Foreman 

Lynnfield 

Margaret  Cameron 

37 

Teacher 

Reading 

30 

Charles  Clayton  Winchester 

44 

Asst.  Office  Manager  Reading 

Pauline  Agnes  CalHgan 

26 

Stenographer 

Dorchester 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1934 
Date  Name  Y M D Cause  of  Death 


Jan.  1934 


10 

Charles  Frazer  Dadley 

63 

1 

29  Myocarditis 

10 

Elizabeth  S-  (Johnson) 

Sparks 

82 

11 

27  Angina  Pectoris 

20 

Sylvanus  A.  LeFave 

54 

— 

— Carcinoma 

21 

Walter  0.  Swain 

49 

6 

11  Arterio  Sclerosis 

22 

Stella  M.  (Weld)  Jewett 

77 

4 

1 Myocarditis 

30 

Frances  K.  (Cate)  Merriam 

81 

10 

7 Myocarditis 

Feb. 

3 

Emma  (Flanders)  Grant 

62 

9 

2 Anaemia 

5 

Mary  Agnes  (O’Neil)  Borth- 

wick 

41 

4 

29  Alcoholism 

7 

Emily  (Hardy)  Sidebottom 

93 

11 

23  Hemorrhage 

8 

Walter  M.  Scott 

75 

— 

— Myocarditis 

9 

Thomas  S.  DeMarchi 

54 

— 

— Thrombosis 

10 

William  H.  Guscott 

79 

2 

22  Myocarditis 

10 

Dexter  W.  Littlefield 

65 

4 

1 Pneumonia 

11 

Harry  H.  Atkinson 

64 

4 

— Pneumonia 

13 

Elma  F.  (Cross)  Downing 

66 

8 

29  Myocarditis 

15 

Hans  M.  Sammet 

61 

— 

— Pyelonephritis 

17 

Patrick  Joseph  McDavitt 

85 

11 

28  Carcinoma 

19 

William  J.  Coles 

83 

— 

— Heart  Disease 

23 

Clara  S.  (Nourse)  Libby 

85 

1 

10  Coronary  Disease 

26 

Rachel  J.  (Tracy)  Bennett 

69 

10 

— Carcinoma 

Mar. 

1 

Barbara  Elaine  Lovejoy 

0 

0 

11  Pneumonia 

3 

Ada  F.  (Clay)  Noyes 

69 

7 

3 Hemorrhage 

5 

Charles  Albert  Damon 

63 

9 

26  Tuberculosis 

5 

Lena  (Pinto)  Davis 

72 

— 

— Carcinoma 

7 

Shirley  Castine 

0 

0 

11  Exposure 

8 

Lucy  Ann  Clemence  (Black- 

well)  Jukes 

89 

4 

8 Hemorrhage 

9 

Carlton  E.  Snow 

58 

5 

21  Hemorrhage 

10 

John  Murray 

72 

— 

— Heart  Disease 

12 

Addie  A.  (Mitchell)  Pratt 

71 

8 

2 Carcinoma 

22 

Frances  B.  (Cassidy)  Guscott 

76 

6 

24  Tuberculosis 

28 

Lilliam  F.  (Hutchings)  Field 

74 

4 

17  Carcinoma 

31 

Walter  S.  Prentiss 

80 

2 

11  Myocarditis 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1934 
Date  Name  Y M D Cause  of  Death 


Apr. 

4 Frances  (Chapman)  Bailey  76 

9 Lillie  A.  (Pelton)  Rowe  69 

12  Mira  (Timmins)  Webb  • 75 

13  Mary  Ida  (Cook)  Copeland  79 

14  Eveline  M.  (Russell)  Camp- 

bell 75 

18  John  Wilfred  Day  36 

18  John  W.  Foote  68 

20  Harriet  Currie  Barron  5 

22  Grace  Bawman  (Viles) 

Winchester  43 

26  Emma  V.  (Austin)  Haley  83 

27  Edward  P.  Bolley  39 

27  Marie  L.  (Dulude)  Grand- 

mont  70 

May 

2 Joseph  Shipkin  65 

4 Carroll  L.  Bangs  62 

4 Josephine  (Arnold)  Connell  77 

14  Clement  Jordan  72 

14  Alice  F.  (Rogers)  White  59 

15  William  W.  Perry  35 

20  Benjamin  Y.  Smith  77 

22  Josephine  (Gutgesell)  Hoehner  84 

23  Lillian  M'.  (Franklyn)  Lyman  46 

23  Sarah  B.  (Abbott)  Stronach  73 

24  Lander  P.  Hodgman  0 

27  Dana  E.  Perkins  72 

29  Louise  D.  (Griswold)  Brooks  73 

31  Charles  Louis  White  1 

June 

1 William  E.  Moran  62 

5 Olin  W.  Chase  64 

12  Frank  Cleland  73 

27  Edward  S.  Harris  65 

27  Annie  A.  (Hopkins)  Rowe  76 

28  Almina  K.  (Knight)  Smart  73 

28  Isabel  E.  (Nicholson)  Smith  29 


10  27  Endocarditis 

2 27  Hemorrhage 

8 6 Hemorrhage 

4 9 Arterio  Sclerosis 

— — Embolism 

— — Tuberculosis 

5 22  Accidental  Fall 

1 • — Meningitis 

1 16  Ileus 

10  27  Stenosis 
4 7 Pneumonia 

] ] Pneumonia 

10  25  Cancer 

7 19  Sclerosis 

11  24  Hemorrhage 

— — Arterio  Sclerosis 

11  6 Heart  Failure 

4 16  Accidental  Drowning 

3 24  Pneumonia 

2 — Hemorrhage 

— • — Carcinomatosis 

6 28  Hemorrhage 

0 21  Heart  Disease 

8 19  Myocarditis  ' 

5 29  Carcinoma  , 

6 — Pneumonia 

) 

2 22  Thrombosis 

3 13  Carcinoma 

9 26  Nephritis  ‘ 

9 22  Hemorrhage 

6 28  Arterio  Sclerosis 

10  9 Carcinoma 

11  11  Pneumonia 


87 


DKATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1934 


Date  Name 


July 

2 Avard  T.  Steele 
9 Elvira  (Eee)  Long 
10  Vincent  P.  Meuse 
10  Helen  F.  (Rich)  Patten 

19  John  M.  Scott 

20  Frank  H.  Townsend 
22  Robert  A.  Bedley 

3i  Arthur  Henry  Davis 
Aug. 

1 Emma  F.  (Pearson)  Hamden 

2 Joshua  Albert  Stott 
7 Adelaide  Lovejoy 

17  Laura  Remick  Copp 

17  Edward  F.  Merrill 

18  Charline  F.  Williams 
20  Julia  (Meuse)  Meuse 
20  Jean  (Dow)  Park 

?j  James  Fattier 
25  Kenneth  L.  Crocker 

28  Joseph  Carlos 

29  Louise  (Small)  Sailor 
29  Frank  L.  Sargent 
Sept. 

4 Peter  Castine 

5 Andrew  Newell  Howes 
7 Frank  Thomas  Smith 

13  Willard  A.  Bancroft 
16  Anna  Frances  Cotreau 
16  Ella  C.  (Dockstaver)  Simmons 
20  Emma  M.  Cleary 

24  vSarah  E.  (Barker)  Marble 

25  Thomas  Jones 

26  Michael  John  Fay 

27  William  H.  Morse 
29  Peter  J.  Quintillo 
Oct. 

4 Julia  R.  (Emerson)  Gleason 
7 Leona  E.  (Hale)  Webber) 


Y 

M 

D Cause  of  Death 

74 

6 

27  Myocarditis 

92 

2 

7 Myocarditis 

12 

— Bicycle  Accident 

83 

8 

8 Angina  Pectoris 

88 

— Myocarditis 

59 

1 1 

5 Nephritis 

59 

5 

22  Accidental  Drowning 

29 

7 

6 Asphyxiation 

88 

10 

9 Myocarditis 

89 

1 

28  Myocarditis 

91 

9 

29  Carcinoma 

56 

3 

13  Encephalitis 

73 

0 

24  Tuberculosis 

11 

6 

10  Fyemia 

70 

9 

29  Myocarditis, 

76 

6 

24  Carcinoma 

64 

2 

29  Carcinoma 

41 

1 

29  Automobile  Accident 

78 

7 

18  Heart  Disease 

45 

10 

2 Carcinoma 

73 

5 

21  Accidental  Fall 

72 

_ 

— Arterio  Sclerosis 

63 

11 

24  Nephritis 

52 

— 

— Paresis 

77 

11 

22  Peritonitis 

26 

5 

10  Tuberculosis 

65 

5 

25  Hemorrhage 

77 

6 

1 Hemorrhage 

92 

4 

20  Myocarditis 

80 

1 

— Cardio-Renal  Disease 

67 

— 

— Arterio  Sclerosis 

88 

10 

9 Hemorrhage 

0 

16 

— Hypertrophy 

79 



— M}^ocarditis 

73 

0 

23  Embolus 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1934 


Date  Name 


Oct. 

8 Almore  L .Newhall 

9 Ella  (Muzzy)  Fowler 

13  Ellen  (Desmond)  White 

15  Laura  F.  Tilton 

16  William  H.  Leach 
22  George  N.  Rogers 

25  Ellen  E.  (Partridge)  Colvin 

25 

26  Lillian  May  Anderson 

31  Catherine  (Reardon)  Green 

Nov. 

1 Catherine  McCarthy 

2 Martha  A.  Symes 
15  Charles  A.  Taylor 
19  Edward  T.  Kendall 

19  George  E.  Lang 

20  Anne  (Gaffney)  Kendall 
22  Emma  J.  (Aleuse)  Dulong 
24 

24  Bradford  Low 

25  Thomas  J.  Lewis 
Dec. 

2 William  H.  Durant 
6 Charles  F.  Beane 
6 Charles  L.  Brooks 
6 Alary  (Hinchcliff)  Horrocks 
9 George  Farwell  Dow,  M.  D. 

12  Alary  Desmond 

13  Emory  F.  Bennett 

13  Ann  (Newhall)  Parker 

14  Bernard  O.  Helrick 

24  Ann  (Crowther)  Patchett 

25  Patrick  J.  Hughes 

27  Louis  O.  Drolet 

28  Antonio  DeMarchi 

28  Carrie  (Cox)  Goodale 

20  Annie  T.  (Pearson)  Hopkinson 

30 


Y 

M 

D Cause  of  Death 

70 

6 

14  Aneurysm 

76 

3 

11  Hemorrhage 

60 

— 

— Embolus 

95 

1 

— Thrombosis 

75 

0 

22  Hemorrhage 

63 

— 

— Carcinoma 

90 

0 

27  Bronchitis 

53 

9 

16  Carcinoma 

69 

— 

— Thrombosis 

50 

7 

16  Cancer 

82 

0 

23  Automobile  Accident 

47 

8 

23  Hemorrhage 

36 

9 

28  Automobile  Accident 

72 

7 

18  Automobile  Accident 

21 

0 

12  Automobile  Accident 

70 

1 

— Tuberculosis 

61 

— 

— Carcinoma 

62 

0 

3 Dilatation  of  Heart 

74 

9 

17  Thrombosis 

55 

1 

— Heart  Failure 

67 

11 

3 Carcinoma 

■73 

0 

28  Thrombosis 

65 

9 

12  Angina  Pectoris 

49 

— 

— Carcinoma 

73 

2 

5 Carcinoma 

70 

6 

14  Sclerosis 

65 

8 

2 Hemorrhage 

85 

6 

24  Pneumonia 

79 

— 

— Alyocarditis 

56 

1 

1 Automobile  Accident 

71 

— 

— Hemorrhage 

74 

2 

18  Pneumonia 

69 

4 

29  Carcinoma 
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REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN  TO  THE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  TOWN 

OF  READING 


The  Annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  the  year  end- 
ing, December  31,  1934,  is  herewith  submitted. 

At  the  Organization  Meeting,  held  on  March  7,  1934,  the  Board 
organized  as  follows  : — 

Albert  X.  Leman,  Chairman 
J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  Secretary 
Newell  H.  Morton 
Leon  G.  Bent,  Clerk 

Appointments 

Keeper  of  the  Lock-Up — Jeremiah  Cullinane. 

Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm — Hugh  L.  Eames. 

Inspector  of  Buildings — A.  Russell  Barnes. 

Burial  Agent — Alfred  E.  Goodwin. 

Custodian  of  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Graves — Harry  A.  Turner. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — Carl  M.  Smith. 

Board  of  Appeal — Henry  Q-  iMillett,  Chairman;  Fred  L.  Nutter,. 
Secretary;  Benjamin  B.  Piper. 

Fence  \hewers — Carl  B.  Sawyer,  Albert  E.  Temple,  Wendell  B, 
Newell. 

Weighers  of  Coal  and  Hay — W.  Irving  Bancroft,  Bertha  D.  Mac- 
Lellan,  Wendell  B.  Newell,  Charles  W.  Lee,  Thomas  E.  Brogan,  Mabel 
L.  McKay,  Percy  N.  Sweetser,  Katherine  L.  Sweetser,  Charles  H. 
Sweetser. 

Field  Drivers — Willard  A.  Bancroft,  Adolph  S.  Larson,  Rolland 
L.  Perry. 

Inspector  of  Wires — Hugh  L.  Eames. 

Gas  Inspector — David  Taggart. 

Inspector  of  Animals — Cornelius  Thibeault,  M.  D.  V. 

Forest  Warden — Orville  O.  Ordway. 

Superintendent  of  Moth — Henry  M.  Donegan. 

Special  Police — ^John  F.  Maguire,  J.  Fred  Richardson,  Sylvanus 
Thompson,  Edward  McBrien,  Walter  Smith,  James  L.  Healey,  Henry 
W.  Bryden,  William  H.  Killam,  Frank  F.  Strout,  Kenneth  L.  Crocker, 
George  O.  Flanders,  Ralph  F.  Plouff,  William  P.  Pierpont,  William  H. 
Manning,  Charles  H.  Melend}',  Gardner  A.  Perr>^,  Thaddeus  F'.  Shaw, 
William  F.  Campbell,  Robert  O.  Chesley,  Rolland  E.  Ellis,  Thomas  F. 
Classen,  Sidnej’^  Frederick,  Ralph  C.  Carter,  Forest  H.  Bryant. 
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Town  Forest  Committee — Leland  W.  Kingman,  3 years. 

Registrar — Ralph  S.  Keneely,  3 years. 

Reading  Safety  Council — Charles  A.  Schmitt,  Chm.,  Clarence  Gay, 
Maurice  Reebenacker,  Leone  F.  Quimby,  Marjorie  L.  Schoppelry,  Jo- 
seph Schimpfke,  Sara  G.  Hamden,  Timothy  G.  Green,  Elmer  R.  Batch- 
elder,  Dorothy  G.  Cronin,  Sidney  S.  Wheeler. 

Finance  Committee — Margaret  R.  Ellison,  reappointed  for  3 years. 
William  A.  Connelly,  D.  M.  D.,  reappointed  for  3 years,  John  L.  Dev- 
aney,  reappointed  for  3 years,  Allan  H.  Sturges  for  3 years,  George  A. 
Cotton  for  3 years.,  Louis  Davis  for  2 years. 

Dog  Officer — Charles  H.  Melendy. 

Committee  on  Elm  Tree  Protection — John  F.  Sawyer,  Henry  M. 
Donegan,  Andrew  Christensen. 

Fire  Department 

A vote  was  passed  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting,  for  the  purchase 
of  a new  Triple  Combination  Pumping  Engine,  to  replace  the  Knox 
Combination,  then  in  service  for  a period  of  twenty-one  years,  it 
having  outlived  its  usefulness  and  being  beyond  successful  repair. 
Your  Board  considered  a great  many  types  of  apparatus,  investigated 
equipment,  went  to  other  communities  and  received  bids  from  a ma- 
jority of  the  larger  fire  equipment  manufacturers.  After  bids  had  been 
submitted,  there  was  a substantial  drop  in  fire  equipment  prices  and 
all  bids  were,  therefore,  rejected  and  new  bids  required.  Subsequent 
to  the  new  bids,  your  board  determind  to  standardize  the  department 
and  purchased  a Seagrave  1,000  gallon  pumper,  at  a net  cost  of  $12,047.90. 
This  equipment  is  now  housed  in  the  Central  Fire  Station,  and  has 
already  operated  very  satisfactorily  at  the  fire  in  the  old  rubber  shop 
buildings  off  Lowell  Street. 

The  Forest  Warden  truck,  which  is  a small  piece  of  equipment, 
has  been  reconstructed  at  a very  low  cost  to  the  Town,  by  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  Fire  Department.  We  believe  that  the  portable  pump 
now  carried  on  this  equipment  is  not  sufficiently  reliable  for  the 
work  which  it  may  be  called  upon  to  do  and  that  it  should  be  replaced 
by  a more  certain  and  dependable  pump.  With  this  exception  and  with 
the  exception  of  certain  small  pieces  of  equipment  which  are  neces- 
sarily lost  or  destroyed  at  a fire,  your  Board  believes  that  th^e  ap- 
paratus of  the  department  is  in  very  good  condition  and  affords  ample 
protection  to  the  Town. 

Fire  Alarm 

As  previous  boards  have  stated,  the  fire  alarm  system  is  anti- 
quated and  hardly  adequate  for  present  day  demands.  The  outside 
plant,  namely,  wires,  cable,  etc.,  is  in  fairly  good  condition,  except  that 
each  circuit  carries  more  boxes  than  advisable  for  first  class  operation. 
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The  repeater,  liowever,  which  is  installed  in  the  fire  station  has  been 
in  the  department  since  its  inception,  accommodates  only  four  circuits 
and  for  proper  protection  should  be  replaced  immediately  if  the 
financial  condition  of  the  town  will  permit. 

Police  Department 

Modern  times  have  brought  modern  types  of  crime  and  modern 
methods  of  perpetration  and  it  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  equip 
our  police  department  with  new  methods  and  new’  equipment  to  combat 
such  crimes.  New  equipment  purchased  this  year  for  the  police  de- 
partment consists  of  teletype,  cruise  car,  radios  in  station  and  cruise 
car,  machine  gun,  rifle  and  practice  revolvers.  The  radios  are  tuned 
to  the  State  Broadcasting  Station  at  Framingham  and  in  that  way 
immediate  contact  can  be  had  with  the  cruise  car,  wherever  it  may  be. 
This,  of  course,  lessens  the  time  consumed  in  sending  the  cruise  car 
from  point  to  point.  The  entire  department  is  now  under  compulsory 
instruction  in  the  use  of  firearms  and  has,  in  a comparatively  short 
period  of  time,  become  very  proficient  in  this  portion  of  police  Work. 

Ambulance 

In  accordance  with  a vote  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting,  your 
Board  has  purchased  a new^  ambulance.  This  ambulance  consists  of  a 
Gallahad  body  mounted  on  a Dodge  chassis  and  contains  the  most 
modern  equipment. 

Traffic 

Reading  is  so  situated,  geographically,  that  it  now  has  one  of  the 
most  serious  traffic  problems  in  the  commonwealth,  its  Main  Street 
being  comparable  only  wdth  the  new  Worcester  Turnpike  and  the  New- 
buryport  Turnpike.  The  state  has  constructed  into  and  out  of  our 
town  a super-highway  which  in  being  a direct  route  from  Boston  to 
Lawrence,  Haverhill  and  points  North,  is  heavily  traveled.  Numerous 
surveys  have  been  made  of  this  highway,  both  by  your  board  and  by 
state  officials  for  safety  purposes.  It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  that  speed 
is  the  prevailing  cause  of  accidents  and  must  be  reduced.  The  survey 
shows  further  that  a majority  of  accidents  occur  in  our  square;  but 
that  these  are  more  or  less  of  a minor  nature  and  that  the  serious 
and  fatal  accidents  are  found  to  occur  outside  that  area  and  are  attri- 
butable, in  most  instances,  to  excessive  speeds  and  attendant  causes. 
To  the  end  that  this  speed  may  be  controlled,  your  board  has  ordered 
“Speed  Traps”  to  be  operated  at  various  points.  Courtesy  warnings 
have  been  delivered  and  mailed  to  minor  violators.  Persons  guilty  of 
flagrant  violations  have  been  summonsed  to  court  and  speed  has  been 
greatly  diminished  on  this  highway,  because  of  this  action  and  the 
necessary  publicity  concerning  it.  It  is  necessary  for  a great  many  of 
the  younger  children  to  cross  this  super-highway  in  traveling  to  and 
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from  their  homes  and  upon  request  of  the  School  Superintendent,  and 
numerous  other  interested  citizens,  your  board  has  stationed  two 
reserve  police  officers  for  five  days  per  week,  at  difficult  crossings 
to  provide  safe  conduct  for  our  smaller  children. 

Emergency  Finance  Board 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1933,  due  to  the  tremendous  in- 
crease in  demand  upon  our  welfare  department  and  after  the  tax 
rate  had  been  fixed,  it  became  necessary  for  the  town  to  have  ad- 
ditional funds.  These  funds  were  obtained  by  borrowing  from  the 
Emergency  Finance  Board  the  sum  of  $30,000,  $15,000  of  which  was 
repaid  in  1934,  and  $15,000  of  which  will  be  repaid  in  1935*  As  a result 
of  the  rules  for  borrowing  from  the  Emergency  Finance  Board,  no 
monies  can  be  spent  by  a municipality  in  excess  of  the  amount  spent  the 
year  before,  or  for  any  purposes  for  which  there  was  no  appropriation 
the  preceding  year,  without  the  permission  of  that  board.  This  ruling 
made  it  impossible  for  your  town  boards  to  act  on  any  special  articles 
passed  at  the  annual  town  meeting  until  that  appropriation  had  been 
approved.  Your  board,  together  with  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  and  the  Town  Accountant,  went  before  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  and  obtained  the  authority  necessary  for  all  of  Read- 
ing’s appropriations. 

. Lake  Quannapowitt 

Considerable  investigation  has  been  had  with  regard  to  the  level  of 
Lake  Quannapowitt.  The  matter  has  been  thoroughly  investigated  by 
the  State  Reclamation  Board.  Joint  conferences  have  been  held  by 
your  board  with  the  Wakefield  Board,  of  Selectmen  to  determine  a 
method  by  which  the  lower  areas  in  Reading,  bordering  upon  the 
lake,  can  be  drained  without  injury  to  the  lake.  Various  methods 
have  been  suggested,  and  various  plans  have  been  submitted.  The 
one  that  meets  with  the  most  favor,  is  that  one  presented  by  the  State 
Reclamation  Board,  which  calls  for  a weir  along  the  north-easterly 
end  of  the  lake,  together  with  a system  of  ditches  which  would  con- 
duct some  of  the  water  around  the  lake  and  into  the  Saugus  River 
below  the  weir.  No  definite  estimates  of  cost  are  available  at  this 
time,  but  it  is  believed  that  they  would  be  of  a substantial  nature  and 
attempts  are  being  made  to  interest  the  state  in  this  proposition,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  burden  on  the  Towns  of  Reading  and  Wake- 
field. 

Parking 

The  parking  rules  and  regulations  now  in  effect  have  been  amended 
by  further  restrictions  in  that  no  parking  is  permitted  on  Sanborn 
Street  for  a distance  of  130  feet  from  the  northerly  side-line  of  Haven 
Street. 
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Town  Forest 

A taking  of  land  was  made  in  the  area  of  “Great  Island”  to 
tinish  a complete  section  of  development.  The  Town  Forest,  in  its  | 
present  condition,  is  quite  an  impressive  sight  and  should  be,  within  | 
a period  of  ten  years  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  Reading.  j 

E.  R.  A.  I 

The  first  of  this  year  witnessed  the  transition  of  C.  W.  A.  to  E.  ' 

R.  A.  Under  the  system  of  operation  of  E.  R.  A.,  the  rules  Were  | 

much  more  stringent  in  that  “Need”  w^as  the  controlling  factor.  The 
Federal  Government  supplied  the  monies  for  labor,  but  in  no  instance, 
in  Reading,  has  supplied  the  monies  for  material.  The  drain  on  the 
regular  appropriations  of  the  various  departments  for  material  for  this 
work  has  been  exceedingly  heavy.  A great  many  projects  have  been 
commenced  and  completed  under  E.  R.  A.  administration.  A great 
deal  of  this  work  consists  of  pipe  lines,  underground,  straightening  of 
roads,  and  other  things  which  cannot  be  quickly  discernible,  but 
which  all  lead  to  the  improvement  of  the  community.  There  are,  how- 
ever, other  projects  which  can  be  pointed  to  with  pride,  for  ex- 
ample, the  new  Junior  High  School  Football  Field,  the  partial  com- 
pletion of  Birch  Meadow,  the  painting  of  Municipal  Buildings,  etc. 

The  appropriation,  under  Soldier’s  Relief,  was  not  entirely  exhausted 
this  year,  not  due  to  the  diminishing  demand,  but  because  your  board 
was  able  to  transfer  the  majority  of  the  able  bodied  Soldier’s  Relief 
cases  to  E.  R.  A. 

Zoning  Law 

There  was  one  violation  of  the  zoning  law  specifically  called 
to  the  board’s  attention  this  year,  for  selling  confection  in  a residential 
area.  The  board  investigated  this  matter,  determined  it  to  be  a viola- 
tion and  ordered  the  violation  stopped.  In  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  the  matter  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Appeal  in 
a Petition  for  A Variance. 

Vacancy 

The  Library  Trustees  met,  in  joint  session  with  your  board  and 
elected  Louis  M.  Lyons  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Library  Trustees, 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Arthur  M.  Mansfield. 

Conclusion 

May  we,  at  this  time,  express  our  appreciation  to  the  various 
town  boards,  town  officials  and  town  employees  for  their  hearty  loyalty 
and  co-operation  in  trying  times. 

ALBERT  N.  LEMAN 
J.  WARREN  KILLAM,  JR. 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON 

Board  of  Selectmen. 


94 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  COUNSEL 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Law  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Reading: 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Town  Counsel  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1934. 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  March,  the  Town  voted  to  lay 
out  five  streets  and  relocate  the  lines  of  two  other  streets.  This 
necessitated  the  examination  of  titles  to  about  eighty  parcels  of  land 
to  secure  the  required  information  so  that  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
could  make  proper  takings  of  the  parcels  and  land  affected  thereby. 
Throughout  the  year,  the  Board  of  Public  Works  has  made  takings  for 
drainage  purposes  and  easements  in  private  streets  for  the  construction 
of  water  mains  therein.  Such  takings  have  required  my  services  in  the 
matter  of  examination  of  54  titles  and  preparation  of  orders  of  taking 
and  in  many  cases  the  drafting  of  agreements  waiving  claims  for  dam- 
ages. Since  the  acceptance  by  the  Town  of  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
391  of  the  Acts  of  1923,  the  Board  of  Public  Works  have  deemed  it 
advisable  for  the  protection  of  the  Town  to  file  water  liens  against 
Estates  of  delinquent  water  users.  In  connection  with  the  filing  of 
such  liens,  examinations  of  the  records  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds  were 
made  necessary  in  order  to  ascertain  the  present  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty. During  the  current  year,  I have  examined  the  records  covering 
sixty  Estates  to  ascertain  the  necessary  information  for  the  purpose  of 
recording  such  water  liens.  The  titles  to  twenty  parcels  were  ex- 
amined for  the  purpose  of  levying  assessments  for  the  construction 
of  granolithic  sidewalks.  The  usual  matters  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  have  required  my  services  and  I have 
rendered  opinions,  prepared  street  lay  outs,  reports,  orders  of  tak- 
ing, relocations  of  streets,  easements  for  sewers  and  drains,  and  or- 
ders for  construction  of  granolithic  sidewalks.  Under  instructions  from 
the  Board,  I performed  services  in  the  matter  of  the  enactment  of  the 
bill  previously  filed  with  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  changing  and 
establishing  of  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  City  of  Woburn 
and  the  Town  of  Reading  to  include  within  the  Town  of  Reading  the 
entire  area  of  South  Street  and  a portion  of  land  abutting  said  Street. 
After  negotiations  with  the  City  Officials  of  Woburn  resulting  in  an 
agreement  as  to  the  location  of  the  boundary  line  and  after  hearings 
before  the  Legislative  Committee,  the  Legislature  established  the  new 
boundary  line  which  is  defined  in  Chaper  177  of  the  Acts  of  1934. 

The  collections  of  certain  overdue  accounts  have  been  handled 
by  me  for  the  Water  Department,  the  Municipal  Light  Department 
and  the  Cemetery  Trustees. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  three  cases  were  pending  before 
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the  State  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  against  the  Board  of  Assessors.  Dur- 
ing the  year  six  cases  were  brought  before  the  State  Board  of  Tax 
Appeals.  Pleadings  in  behalf  of  the  Board  have  been  drafted,  nego- 
tiations for  settlement  have  been  carried  on  with  counsel  represent- 
ing petitioners,  and  satisfactory  adjustments  have  been  effected  of 
five  cases.  After  hearings  before  the  State  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  in 
three  cases  a favorable  decision  was  obtained  for  the  Board  of  Assess- 
ors in  two  of  the  cases,  and  in  the  third  case  an  abatement  was  grant- 
ed the  petitioner.  There  are  pending  at  the  present  time  one  undisposed 
of  case,  and  three  recent  cases  have  been  commenced  in  which  the 
pleadings  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

In  the  Land  Court  three  cases  for  the  foreclosure  of  the  right 
of  redemption  of  tax  liens  were  commenced.  Pleadings  were  drafted, 
hearings  were  held  before  the  Court,  and  as  a result  thereof  two  cases 
have  been  disposed  of  by  entry  of  decree  foreclosing  the  right  of 
redemption  and  declaring  the  title  of  the  Town  to  said  parcels  to  be 
absolute.  The  third  case  is  still  pending  before  the  Court  and  it  is 
expected  will  be  disposed  of  in  the  near  future.  Proceedings  were 
commenced  under  the  provisions  of  the  statute  to  foreclose  two  other 
parcels  of  land  of  low  value.  The  proceedings  are  still  pending  and 
it  is  hoped  the  same  will  be  disposed  of  shortly  so  that  the  title  to  said 
parcels  will  be  acquired  by  the  Town. 

I have  prepared  four  contracts  and  accompanying  bonds  for  the 
School  Committee,  relating  to  the  alteration  and  addition  to  the  High- 
land School  Building,  and  also  an  agreement  between  the  Town  and 
the  architect  who  supervised  the  work.  I also  drafted  for  the  Com- 
mittee an  agreement  with  the  contractor  for  the  erection  of  the  steel 
grand  stand  in  the  playground  at  the  Walter  S.  Parker  Junior  High 
School. 

I have  rendered  assistance  to  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  on 
several  matters  requiring  my  attention  and  advice. 

I have  drafted  release  deeds  covering  three  parcels  of  land  sold  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  acquired  by  the  Town  by  foreclosure  of 
tax  liens. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  five  cases  against 
the  Town  pending  in  the  Courts  and  during  the  year  two  of  these 
cases  have  been  satisfactorily  adjusted.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  four  cases  against  the  Town  now  pending  in  the  Courts.  Ten 
claims  against  the  Town  which  have  not  been  made  the  subject  of 
litigation  are  pending,  which  claims  arise  from  accidents  on  the  high- 
ways. 

I have  filed  in  behalf  of  the  Town  Trustee’s  answers  in  suits 
brought  against  Town  employees,  have  attended  hearings  of  the  vari- 
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ous  boards,  have  given  advice  and  opinions  on  Town  matters,  drafted 
all  documents  and  legal  instruments,  prosecuted  all  claims  brought  in* 
behalf  of  the  Town,  appeared  in  defense  of  all  actions  and  suits  insti- 
tuted or  pending  against  the  Town,  and  performed  every  profession- 
al act  required  of  me  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  my  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  H.  DAVIS, 

Town  Counsel.' 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen; 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department 
of  the  Town  of  Reading  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1934. 

Arrests  for  the  year  1934 — 494. 

Males,  485;  females,  9;  residents,  220;  non  residents,  274; 

Adults,  429;  minors,  65;  American  born,  463;  foreign  born,  31. 

Causes  of  Arrests 

Assault  with'  intent  to  commit  murder,  1 ; Assault  with  intent  to 
commit  robbery  and  did  rob,  2;  Assault  and  battery,  7;  Drunkenness, 
301;  Driving  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  36;  Non  Support,  5;  Insane, 
2;  Arrests  for  out  Town  officers,  22;  Breaking  and  entering,  5;  Man- 
slaughter, 1 ; Larceny",  12 ; Violation  of  the  Automobile  Law,  71 ; Capias, 
2;  Rape,  2;  Neglected  Children,  4;  Fornication,  2;  Receiving  Stolen 
Property,  1 ; Carnal  abuse  on  Minor  Children  , 1 ; Bastardy,  1 ; Dis- 
turbing the  peace,  6 ; Non  payment  of  wages,  1 ; Damage  to  prop- 
erty, 5;  Habitual  truancy,  1;  Delinquent  children,  2;  Runaway  children, 
2;  Violation  of  Gen.  Laws  Chap.  186 — Sec.  14-1. 

Disposition  of  cases  in  Court 

Fined,  87;  Filed,  56;  Released,  220;  Discharged,  17;  Grand  Jury, 
10;  House  of  Correction,  7;  House  of  Correction  suspended,  23;  Cases 
Continued,  2;  Turned  over  to  out  Town  officer,  32;  Appealed,  6; 
Turned  over  to  State,  5 ; Dismissed  for  lack  of  prosecution,  1 ; Shirley 
School,  3;  Shirley  School  suspended,  2;  Probation  1. 

Amount  of  Fines  Imposed  by  Court 

44  at  $5.00  each,  $220.00 ; 7 at  $10.00  each,  $70.00 ; 2 at  $15.00  each, 
$30.00;  2 at  $20.00,  $40.00;  4 at  $25.00  each,  $100.00;  17  at  $30.00  each, 
$510.00;  10  at  $50.00  each;  $500.00;  2 at  $100.00  each,  $200.00 

Miscellaneous 

Cases  investigated,  392;  doors  found  open  and  secured,  159; 
windows  found  open  and  secured,  19;  pay  rolls  guarded,  72;  Auto 
accidents,  210;  wires  found  down  and  reported,  13;  dogs  killed  by  of-.. 
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dicers,  21;  dogs  killed  by  autos,  18;  Autos  reported  stolen  by  out  Town 
ofticers,  35  ; dogs  restrained  served,  7 ; dogs  found  and  returned  to  the 
owners,  18 ; people  put  up  for  night,  147 ; street  lights  reported  out,  41 ; - 
air  rifle  taken  away  from  boys,  2;  summons  served  for  out  of  town 
officers,  61  ; Telephone  messages  delivered  after  hours,  47 ; search 
warrants  served,  4 ; fires  put  out  by  officers,  2 ; people  away  and  spe- 
cial attention  asked,  22;  mail  guarded,  70;  dead  bodies  taken  care  of, 
o;-'lost  children  found  and  ^ taken  home,  26;  Ambulance  made  the 
runs  to  hospitals  as  follows:  Winchester  Hospital  30;  Choate 

Memorial  Hospital  in  Woburn,  11;  Mass.  General,  7;  Lowell  General,  3; 
Melrose  Hospital,  5;  Wakefield,  2;  Carney  Hospital,  2;  Danvers  State 
Hospital,  2;  Tewksbury  State  Hospital,  11;  Trumbull  Hospital,  Boston, 
2;  Peter  Bent  Brigham,  1;  Lawrence  General  2;  North  Reading  Sani- 
torium,  1.  Bicycles  reported  stolen  and  recovered,  4;  notified  Fire  Dept, 
of  fires,  2;  defective  streets  reported,  17;  escort  to  funeral,  2;  serious 
sickness  signs  put  out,  16;  lanterns  put  out  in  dangerous  places,  8;  miss- 
,ing  persons  not  found,  1 ; property  found  and  turned  over  to  owners, 
$150.00;  property  left  outside  stores  and  brought  to  station  and  later 
turned  over  to  the  owners,  $1000.00;  property  reported  stolen,  $4500; 
property  recovered,  $4100.00;  property  recovered  for  out  Town  officers. 
$1000.00. 

Conclusion 

At  this  time  I wish  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  ,the 
Judges  of  the  District  Court,  the  Clerks  of  the  Court,  our  local  Press, 
and  all  others  who  assisted  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  this  depart- 
ment, also  the  members  of  the  force  for  what  they  have  done. 

Respectfully  yours, 
JEREMIAH  CULLINANE. 

Chief  of  Police,  Reading,  Mass. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen  : 

The  annual  report  of  the  Fire  Department  is  herewith  submitted 
■giving  a record  of  fires  that  have  occurred  during  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1934,  together  with  such  information  as  I think  may  be  of 
In'terest  to  the  town. 

Finances 

My  financial  transactions  are  all  embodied  in  the  report  of  the 
4'own  'Accountant  to  which  I would  respectfully  refer  you  for  any  in- 
formation  you  may  desire  in  that  line. 
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Manual  Force 

The  department  consists  of  nine  permanent  men  (including  the 
Cliief)  and  twenty-one  call  men. 

Apparatus  and  Equipment 

The  department  has  five  pieces  of  motor  apparatus  and  a sedan 
for  the  use  of  the  Chief.  The  Chief’s  car  and  four  pieces  of  apparatus 
are  at  the  Central  Fire  Station  as  follows : Engine  1,  a Seagrave  triple 
combination  of  1000  gallons  per  minute  capacity  which  was  purchased 
in  1934.  Engine  3,  a Seagrave  triple  combination  of  600  gallons  capacity 
which  was  purchased  in  1929.  Ladder  1,  a Robinson  combination 
service  ladder  truck  purchased  in  1916,  in  which  a White  motor  was 
installed  in  1920.  And  a Chevrolet  hose  truck  equipped  for  grass  and 
brush  fires  purchased  in  1932. 

Engine  2,  a Seagrave  triple  combination  of  400  gallons  per  minute 
capacity  is  stationed  on  Woburn  St. 

Engine  1 was  purchased  this  year  to  replace  Combination  A,  a 
Knox  truck  which  was  in  service  21  years.  I have  purchased  1000  feet 
of  hose  this  year  which  gives  me  a complete  change  for  all  trucks.  I 
have  also  purchased  5 waterproof  covers,  new  nozzles  and  tips,  and 
small  appliances. 

Recommendations 

I would  recommend  the  appropriation  of  $350.00  for  the  purchase 
of  more  waterproof  covers  and  the  further  standardization  of  nozzles 
and  gates.  Also  the  replacement  of  whatever  hose  is  taken  oiit  of 
service,  thereby  making  the  expenditure  a small  amount  each  year  in- 
stead of  a large  amount  every  fourth  or  fifth  year. 

Fire  Prevention 

I have  issued  1854  permits  for  fires  out  of  doors,  5 permits  for 
the  sale  of  fireworks  and  6 permits  to  conduct  blasting  operations. 


There  are  1742  permits  now  in  force  for  the  storage 
amounts  up  to  2000  gallons. 

Record  of  Alarms 

of  oil  in 

various 

Month 

Telephone  Bell 

Total 

January  .. 

7 

1 

8 

February  . 

6 

6 

12 

March  ... 

' 8 

3 

11 

April  

53 

15 

68 

May  

21 

11 

32 

June  

7 

7 

^14 

July 

12 

1 

13 

August  . . . 

12 

3 

15 

vSeptember 

8 

1'^ 

9 
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]^jonth  Telephone  Bell  Total 

October  ^ 

November  12  2 14 

December  15  ^ 24 

Total  176  63  239 

Miles  traveled  1,262 

Number  feet  2 1-2  inch  hose  laid  16,450 

Number  feet  1 1-2  inch  hose  laid  19,300 

Number  feet  chemical  hose  laid  2,500 

Number  feet  ladders  raised  298 

Gallons  chemical  used  . 60 

Covers  spread  30 

Gallons  of  gasoline  used  1,025 

Gallons  oil  used 62 

Value  of  property  endangered  $183,450.00 

Insurance  thereon  167,150.00 

Loss  thereto  29,678.00 

Insurance  paid  22,820.00 

In  concluding,  I wish  to  extend  to  your  Honorable  Board,  the 
Town  Accountant,  Treasurer  and  the  Finance  Committee,  my  thanks 
for  the  courtesies  and  co-operation  I have  received  during  the  year. 
I wish  to  compliment  the  officers  and  members  of  the  department  on 
the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their 
duties.  I also  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  of  Police  for  the 
services  rendered  by  his  department  at  fires,  and  to  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  service 
rendered  in  receiving  alarms  by  telephone. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

O.  O.  ORDWAY, 
Chief  of  Fire  Department. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FIRE  ALARM 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen  : 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 
for  the  year  of  1934. 

Through  C.  W.  A.  Project  No.  4885  the  entire  fire  alarm  system 
was  measured  from  pole  to  pole  which  will  be  of  great  help  in  drafting 
maps  of  the  system  and  planning  future  extensions.  This  project  also 
provided  for  the  tree  trimming  and  insulation  of  two  circuits. 

Underground  cables  were  installed  on  Main  Street  from  Haven  and 
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on  Haven  Street  from  Main  to  High.  One  fire  alarm  pedestal  and  two 
combination  fire  and  police  pedestals  were  installed.  One  new  fire 
alarm  box  was  purchased  in  connection  with  this  project. 

In  accordance  with  a vote  of  the  Town  a fire  alarm,  box  No.  551, 
was  located  at  the  Sanford  Mills. 

The  necessary  changes  of  construction  to  new  poles  were  made 
and  the  overhead  construction  is  in  good  condition  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  lines  on  Woburn  Street  from  Washington  to  Summer 
Ave.  This  must  be  rebuilt  the  coming  year. 

One  box  was  knocked  from  the  pole  by  an  automobile  and  an- 
other has  been  struck  and  torn  off  three  times. 

During  a storm  on  September  9,  much  damage  was  caused  to  cir- 
cuit 1 by  the  electric  light  wires  falling  onto  the  fire  alarm  lines.  6 
house  tappers,  the  Hose  3 tower  striker  and  box  44  were  burned 
out  and  a new  box  44  was  purchased  as  a replacement. 

Rebuilding  the  overhead  construction  on  Grove  S,treet  from  Forest 
to  Franklin  was  necessary  due  to  the  changes  in  the  street  lines. 

Recommendations 

That  the  obsolete  overloaded  central  fire  alarm  station  equipment 
be  replaced  with  modern  apparatus  in  a fire  proof  location. 

That  a definite  plan  be  adopted  providing  for  the  purchase  of  new 
boxes  each  year,  part  for  new  locations  and  the  remainder  to  replace  the 
obsolete  boxes. 

That  extensions  be  made  to  the  underground  cables  each  year. 
Although  the  first  cost  of  underground  is  more  than  overhead  the 
maintenance  is  very  small  and  is  a good  investment. 

I wish  to  thank  those  who  have  assisted  this  department  and  the 
Reading  Rubber  Company  for  the  use  of  steam  for  the  whistle. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
HUGH  L.  FAMES, 
Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 


REPORT  OF  FOREST  WARDEN 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

The  annual  report  of  the  Forest  Warden  is  herewith  submitted  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1934. 

The  financial  transactions  of  this  department  are  embodied  in  the. 
report  of  the  Town  Accountant  to  which  I refer  you  for  any  information 
you  may  desire  in  that  line. 

The  following  deputies  were  appointed  by  me  and  approved  by  the 
State  Forest  Warden:  John  J.  O’Brien,  Hugh  L.  Fames,  Central  Fire 
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Station  and  Henry  M.  Donegan,  11  Federal  Street. 

The  Chevrolet  truck  used  by  this  department  was  rebuilt  this 
year.  A water  tank  and  chemical  hose  basket  have  been  added  to 
the  machine. 

I would  recommend  that  a front  end  pump  be  added  to  this  ma- 
chine so  that  it  may  be  used  for  building  fires,  as  well  as  brush  fires. 
With  this  style  pump,  I would  be  in  a better  position  to  protect  our 
town  forest. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  all  who  have  assisted  this  department 
during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

O.  O.  ORDWAY, 

Forest  Warden. 


REPORT  OF  TREE  WARDEN  AND  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT 


Reading,  Mass.,  January,  1935. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superin- 
tendent for  the  year  1934. 

As  Tree  Warden  I planted  fifty  trees  the  past  year.  Twenty- 
four  of  these  were  bought  in  nurseries,  and  twenty-six  were  raised 
at  the  Town  Farm. 

The  moth  situation  remains  about  the  same  the  last  few  years. 
We  have  no  browntail  moths,  but  it  requires  about  the  same  expenditure 
to  keep  the  gypsy  moths  down. 

Yours  respectfully, 
HENRY  M.  DONEGAN, 

> Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  APPEAL 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen  : 

Three  petitions  for  variations 'of  the  Zoning  By-Law  were  presented 
to  this  Board  during  1934,  of  which  two  were  granted,  one  denied. 

Under  the  law,  full  reports  of  all  cases  are  filed  with  the  Town 
Clerk,  which  reports  are  open  to  public  inspection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  Q.  AHLLETT,  Chairman 
FRED  L.  NUTTER,  Secretary 
BENJAMIN  B.  PIPER 

Board  of  Appeal. 


102 


REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen; 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1934. 
The  building  construction  for  the  past  year  was  as  follows  : 

11  new  one  family  dwellings  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $ 

11  alterations  and  additions  to  dwellings  at  an  estimated  cost 

of  •••••; • ; 

25  new  private  garages  at  an  estimated  cost  of  

2 new  greenhouses 
1 new  barn 
1 new  bleachers 

3 new  henhouses 

16  alterations  and  additions  to  various  buildings 

Estimated  cost  of  above  buildings  


Total  estimated  cost  of  all  new  and  remodeled  buildings 

for  the  past  year  $ 75,135. 

Total  number  of  permits  granted,  71. 

Fees  received  for  building  permits,  $125.  ’ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  RUSSELL  BARNES, 

Building  Inspector, 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING 


42,300 

6,375 

7,720 

18,740 


To  the  Board  of  Health.  i 

Gentlemen  : 

I herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  endhig  December  31, 
1934. 


Number  of  Permits  granted  ’ 50 

Number  of.  fixtures  installed  192 

Bath  tubs  26 

Lavatories  31 

Closets  37 

Sinks  35 

Wash  trays  ' 39 

Boilers  . . . -. 23 

Shower  1 

I have  made  147  inspections. 

Respectfully  submitted,  , 

DA^TD  TAGGART, 

Inspector  of  Plumbing. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

There  were  two  hundred  and  thirt}^-eight  (238)  contagious  cases 


reported  during  the  year  1934. 

Chicken  Pox  8 

Dog  Bite  9 

Erysipelas  2 

Lobar  Pneumonia  3 

Measles  159 

Mumps  16 

Scarlet  Fever  17 

Tuberculosis  16 

Whooping  Cough  ^ 8 

Number  of  deaths  90 

Male  37 

Female  53 

6 were  between  90  and  95 

15  ” ” 80  and  90 

38  ” ” 70  and  80 

16  ” ” 60  and  70 

6 ” ” 50  and  60 

3 ” ” 40  and  50 

2 ” ” 30  and  40 

2 ” ” 20  and  30 

1 ” 1 and  5 

1 Still  Birth. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  M.  KALUGAN,  M.  D. 

CORNELIUS  THIBEAULT,  M.  D.  V. 
CHRISTINE  F.  ATKINSON 

Board  of  Health. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS  . 


January  19,  1935 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Town  of  Reading, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  in  the  Town 
of  Reading  from  Jan.  1,  1934  to  Jan.  1,  1935. 

On  January  1,  1935  there  were  approximately  480  head  of  neat  ani- 
mals in  the  town  : 
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Cattle  170 

Swine — approximately  300 

Sheep  and  Goats  10 


480 

The  majority  of  barns  regarding  cleanliness  showed  a marked  im- 
provement over  last  year  but  it  was  necessary  to  suggest  some  improve- 
ment in  a few  cases. 

At  this  time  all  of  the  cattle  in  Reading  have  had  at  least  one  State 
and  Federal  Tuberculin  test. 

There  were  32  cases  of  dog  bjtes  reported  but  none  of  the  animals 
showed  symptoms  of  rabies.  However,  two  positive  cases  of  rabies 
were  reported  and  in  one  case  Pasteur’s  treatment  was  administered  to 
the  persons  in  the  family  exposed  to  the  infection.  In  the  other  case 
no  known  persons  were  bitten  or  exposed.  The  contact  dogs  in  these 
two  instances  were  quarantined  and  the  outbreak  controlled. 

Very  truly  yours, 

C.  THIBEAULT,  D.  V.  M. 


1934  REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen  : 

I hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  of  1934. 

Number  of  inspections  311.  Complaints  received  and  investigated 
18.  Wiring  Condemned  3.  Changes  ordered  made  to  improper  or  defective 
wiring  14.  Investigations  by  State  Examiners  of  Electricians  requested  9. 

Most  of  the  electricians  have  installed  their  wiring  in  a safe 
and  proper  manner  and  have  co-operated  with  the  inspector,  but  some 
trouble  has  been  caused  by  the  failure  of  electricians  who  fail  to 
secure  a permit  before  starting  their  work. 

I wish  again  to  warn  the  public  against  the  inexperienced  un- 
licensed electricians  who  install  wiring  without  notifying  the  inspec- 
tor. Also  beware  of  the  house  to  house  salesman  who  has  electrical 
apparatus  for  sale  which  may  be  a hazard  to  life  or  property. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  their  co-operation 
with  me  in  my  work* 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  L.  EAMES, 

Inspector  of  Wires 
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REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


The  Trustees  of  the  Reading  Public  Library  submit  the  following 
report  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1934. 

Organization  of  the  Board 

The  Board  organized  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Mansfield  as  Chairman 
and  Mr.  Barclay  as  Secretar}n  Standing  committees  were  appointed 
as  follows  : 

On  Accounts:  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

On  Books:  Mr.  Mansfield,  Mrs.  Lucas,  Airs.  Tirrell. 

On  Buildings  and  Grounds:  Messrs.  Morton,  Fletcher,  Barclay- 
On  MMrk  with  children  : Mrs.  Lucas,  Mrs.  Tirrell  and  Air.  Fletcher. 

Expenses  of  the  Library 

The  condensed  financial  statement  is  as  follows  : 

Appropriation,  direct  tax,  1934. 

Salaries  $ 5,000.00 

Alaintenance  7 2,800.03 


$ 7,800.00 

Expenses 

Salaries:  Librarian,  Assistants  and  Janitor  $ 4,790.15 

Books  and  periodicals,  including  rebinding  1,446.37 

Printing,  Stationery,  etc 326.50 

Fuel,  Light,  Water  and  Sewer  505.05 

Repairs  and  furnishings  .' 162.21 

Telephone  t 44.34 

Insurance  179.02 

.A.11  other  expenses  131.57 


$ 7,585.21 

Balance  unexpended  and  returned  to  revenue : 

On  Salaries  209.85 

On  Alaintenance  4.94  _ 


Total  $ 7,800.00 

Rece'pts 

Fines  Collected  $ 463.22 

Fee  for  out  of  town  borrower  2.00 


Paid  to  Town  Treasurer  $ 465.22 


Balance  on  Hand  Dec.  31,  1934 $ 00.00 
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Statistics 

Volumes  in  the  Library,  December  31,  1933 
Volumes  bought  (including  duplicates  and 


replacements) 

Adult  fiction  281 

^dult  non-fiction  164 

Juvenile  fiction  152 

JuveniM  non-fiction  61 


'‘?^erences 


445 


213 

11 


Received  by  Gift,  Massachusetts  4 

Received  by  Gift,  United  States  4 

Received  by  Gift.  Others  83 


18  194 


6 6> 
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Total  to  account  for  18,954 

Withdrawn  during  year  38) 

Total  number  of  volumes,  Dec.  31,  1934  18,565 

Circulation  for  home  use,  adult  67,903 

Circulation  for  home  use,  juvenile  19,503 

Total  Circulation  in  1934  87,406 

Total  Circulation  in  1933  88,361 

Loss  in  1934  955 

Largest  monthly  circulation,  March  8,579 

Smallest  monthly  circulation,  July  5,873 

New  borrowers  registered,  adult  383 

New  borrowers  registered,  juvenile  227 

Total  new  Borrowers  Registered 610 

Number  of  Borrowers  registered  during  past  five  3^ears 

(new  Borrowers  and  those  renumbered)  5,161 

Number  of  days  the  Library  was  open  299' 

Average  daily  circulation,  adult  227 

Average  daily  circulation,  juvenile  65 

Volumes  deposited  in  school  307 

Borrowed  from  neighboring  librarie.s — 26  volumes 
Loaned  to  neighboring  libraries — 14  volumes 


The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  in  1934  'was  955  less  than  iir 
1933.  The  loss  of  circulation  was  in  the  children’s  room,  the  circula- 
tion in  the  adult  department  being  1380  more  than  in  1933.  The  loss  of 
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circulation  came  the  first  of  the  year,  September  to  December  showing 
an  increase  over  the  same  months  the  year  before.  Circulation  of  books 
for  home  use  is  always  affected  in  some  degree  by-the  amount  of  money 
spent  on  books  so  the  fact  that  increased  expense  for  insurance  and 
other  maintenance  items  took  about  $500.00  from  the  amount  usually 
spent  on  books  and  669  volumes  were  purchased  as  compared  with  967 
in  1933  would  explain  the  smaller  circulation.  The  reference  work  and 
use  of  the  reading  rooms  was  as  great  as  in  any  previous  year.  The 
life  of  many  of  the  older  books  was  lengthened  and  their  outward  ap- 
pearance improved  by  the  services  of  an  expert  E.  R.  A.  worker  who 
rebound  and  repaired  1873  volumes  during  the  year.  Through  the  help 
supplied  by  the  E.  R.  A.  the  library  has  also  been  painted  inside  and 
out  and  the  furniture  refinished. 

The  library  was  helped  by  the  E.  R.  A.  in  the  labor  of  typing  old 
town  records  which  have  been  bound  for  reference  use  for  those  inter- 
ested in  early  town  history.  There  are  six  volumes  of  these  typed  rec- 
ords : 

“Records  of  the  Town  of  Reading  1638-1812  in  2 vol.” 

“Early  land  grants  and  town  bounds  1638-1802.” 

“Records  of  the  first  parish  of  Reading,  Mass.,  April  1722 — 

' January  1854  2 vol.” 

“Church  records  of  the  old  Town  of  Reading  and  of  the  first 
parish  of  Reading  and  South  Reading  1648-1846.” 

During  the  year  there  has  been  exhibited  in  the  showcase  “Dolls  of 
America”  loaned  by  Miss  Littlefield;  Picture  postcards  of  California 
loaned  by  Mrs.  Mansfield;  Indian  moccasins,  gloves  and  necklace  loan- 
ed by  Miss  Mona  Mitchell;  stamps  from  the  Reading  Stamp  Club;  old 
glass  from  Mrs.  Ainsworth;  woodcarving,  jewelr3%  homespuns,  scarf 
by  the  Reading  Craftsmen  Society;  carved  wood,  bears,  boxes  and  so 
on  by  Miss  Carrie  Blake;  old  poll  tax  warrant  of  1727  and  other  old 
papers  from  Mr.  Hugh  Eames ; also  old  books  belonging  to  the  library. 

There  was  also  an  exhibit  of  posters  in  the  Children’s  Room.  The 
prize-winning  and  honorable  mention  posters  made  by  Reading  pupils 
of  the  third  to  sixth  grade  for  the  “Be  Kind  to  Animals  Week”  contest 
conducted  by  the  Mass  S.  P.  C.  A.  were  shown  there  in  March. 

For  the  annual  appeal  for  the  Merchant  Marine  123  books  were 
collected  and  forwarded  to  Boston. 

On  June  8th  at  the  assembly  at  the  Highland  School  the  State  Cer- 
tificates for  outside  reading  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Tirrell  of  the  Board 
of  Library  Trustees.  Twenty-two  pupils  received  one  five-book  certi- 
ficate; twelve  got  two;  one  received  three;  three  got  four  five-book 
certificates  with  an  honor  certificate.  Two  pupils  received  six  five- 
book  certificates  and  an  honor  certificate.  The  examination  of  these 
pupils  during  the  year  to  find  if  they  have  really  read  their  books, 
which  requires  quite  a good  deal  of  time  and  patience,  was  in  charge  of 
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Mrs.  Lucas  another  of  the  Library  Trustees. 

It  was  with  great  surprise  and  genuine  regret  that  the  Board  re- 
ceived the  following  letter  from  the  Chairman: 

107  Woburn  St. 
Reading,  Mass. 
October  22,  1934 

Trustees  of  the  Reading  Public  Library,  Reading,  Mass. 

My  dear  fellow  Trustees: 

As  I shall  be  absent  from  Reading  for  several  months  beginning 
early  in  November,  I deem  it  expedient  to  resign  as  a trustee  of  the 
Reading  Public  Library,  effective  October  25th,  1934. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I sever  a congenial  service  continuous  since 
March,  1912,  and  as  Chairman  since  Mr.  Wadlin’s  death  in  November, 
1925. 

I feel  that  the  high  standard  set  by  Mr.  Wadlin  has  been  main- 
tained and  that  Reading  has  a Library  worthy  of  the  town.  With  best 
wishes  for  the  continued  progress  of  the  Library,  I am 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Arthur  N.  Mansfield 


Mr.  Mansfield  was  a zealous  worker.  He  strove  valiantly  and  suc- 
ceeded in  maintaining  the  high  standard  established  by  Mr.  Wadlin. 
His  work  for  the  Library  was  a labor  of  love  and  when  he  retired  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees  the  town  lost  a conscientious  public  servant. 

An  income  of  about  $460.00  is  estimated  from  the  “Fine  Account” 
for  1935. 

At  a joint  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  held  Friday  evening,  November  16,  1934,  Mr.  Louis 
M.  Lyons  w'as  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Mansfield.  On  November  26,  1934  Harry  J.  Barclay  was  elected 
Chairman  and  Warren  L.  Fletcher  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  Trustees  wish  to  express  their  appreciation  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Librarian  and  staff  have  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  Librarj^ 
during  the  past  year. 

Three  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  to  be  filled  at  the 
annual  Town  Meeting;  the  three  j^ear  term  of  Harry  J.  Barclay  and 
Ida  C.  Lucas  expiring  and  the  unexpired  one  year  term  of  Louis  M. 
Lyons. 

Budget  for  1935 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter 
41,  Section  59,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Reading  Public  Library 
submit  the  following  detailed  estimate  for  the  amounts  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  Public  Library  for  the  fiscal 
year  1935. 
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Fuel,  Light,  Water,  Sewer  charge  ' $ 523.00 

Printing  and  Supplies  280.00 

Books,  Periodicals,  Binding,  etc 2,100.00 

Insurance  180.00 

Maintenance  and  Repairs  75.00 

^Miscellaneous  Expenditures  142.00 


$3,300.00 

vSalaries  $5,000.00 


Total  Appropriation  Requested  $8,300.00 

as  against  an  appropriation  in  1934  of  $7,800.00 


The  total  amount  requested  is  $500.00  more  than  the  appropriation 
for  1934  and  $900.00  more  than  the  1933  and  $200.00  less  than  the  1932 
appropriation.  This  budget  includes  an  item  of  Fire  Insurance  of  $89.66 
which  previously  was  not  included  as  it  was  in  the  general  blanket  fund 
of  the  town. 

HARRY  J.  BARCLAY,  Chairman 
WARREN  L.  FLETCHER,  Secretary 
JESSE  W.  MORTON 
IDA  C.  LUCAS 
HELEN  P.  TIRRELL 
LOUIS  M.  LYONS 
Adopted  as  the  Report  of  the  Trustees. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1934 


The  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Cemeteries,  Mr.'  W'illiam  P. 
Pierpont,  which  cover  in  detail  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Trustees,  are  appended. 

There  have  been  no  changes  on  the  Board  during  the  year.  Mr. 
Philip  H.  Tirrell  and  Mr.  Clarence  C.  White  have  served  as  Chairman 
and  Secretary  respectively. 

The  terms  of  Mr.  Winthrop  D.  Parker  and  Mr.  Clarence  C.  White 
expire  in  March  1935.  It  is  expected  that  they  will  consent  to  serve 
again. 

In  reviewing  the  work  it  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  there  has 
been  a marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the'  Cemeteries,  not- 
withstanding the  limited  amount  of  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  De- 
partment. Several  lots  were  reloamed  and  seeded  and  a large  number 
of  sunken  graves  repaired.  The  condition  of  the  avenues  and  paths  are 
showing  a marked  improvement  each  year.  Several  trees  were  trim- 
med and  all  dead  wood  removed.  Shrubs  and  ivy  have  been  placed 
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along  the  fence  at  the  north  boundary  and  a hedge  set  out  on  land 
bordering  the  shop  and  tool  house,  adding  to  the  general  attractiveness 
of  the  Cemetery.  Under  the  efficient  management  of  the  Superinten- 
dent, a high  standard  has  been  maintained  at  all  times. 

Most  respectfully, 

PHILIP  H.  TIRRELL,  Chairman 
CLARENCE  C.  WHITE,  Secretary^ 
FRANK  LEE  EUGERLEY 
HAROLD  F.  DAVIS 
FRED  L.  NUTTER 
WINTHROP  D.  PARKER 

Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees. 


LAUREL  HILL  CEMETERY  REPORT  1934 

To  The  Board  of  Cemeter^^  Trustees, 

Town  of  Reading,  Mass. 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  to  you  my  seventh  annual  report  since  I was 
appointed  Superintendent  of  Cemeteries. 

In  conjunction  with  the  regular  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  the 
grounds,  I have  continued  to  follow  a line  of  general  improvement. 

The  Old  Cemetery  at  Lowell  Street  continues  to  show  improve- 
ment each  year.  A man,  through  the  Welfare  Department,  keeps  it 
mowed,  raked  and  cleaned  up  throughout  the  season.  Two  hundred 
slabs  were  reset  by  the  Cemetery  Department. 

An  Ibolium  privet  hedge  was  set  out  on  land  bordering  the  shop 
and  tool  house,  a distance  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet.  Flow'ering 
shrubs  and  ivy  were  planted  along  the  fence  at  the  north  boundary,  a 
distance  of  two  hundred  and  ten  feet,  which  in  a year  or  two  will  add 
much  to  the  beauty  of  this  section.  Through  the  co-operation  of  Mr. 
J.  F.  Twombly  and  the  Cemetery  Board,  ninety  feet  of  Chain  Link 
Fence  was  erected  between  the  Twombly  Estate  and  the  Cemetery. 

There  were  seventy  interments  during  the  year.  Six  lots  and  eight 
single  graves  were  sold.  One  single  grave  was  used  by  the  Welfare 
Department.  Eight  old  lots  were  placed  under  perpetual  care  and  four 
lots  had  additional  amounts  added.  Fifty-seven  monument  and  marker 
foundations  were  built.  Sixteen  four  grave  lots  and  ten  single  graves 
were  laid  out  and  numbered. 

Twenty-four  lots  were  reloamed  and  seeded  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  sunken  graves  were  repaired.  Several  stones  were  cleaned, 
some  granite  curbing  was  reset  and  shrubs  were  trimmed,  besides  oth-er 
general  repair  work.  Twenty-seven  winter  graves  were  seeded  in  the 
spring. 

Seven  hundred  cement  markers  were  made  and  three  hundred  and 
eighty  numbers  and  lots  were  set.  One  hundred  stepping  stones  were 
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made  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  were  set  in  paths.  Ten  trees  were 
cut  down  this  winter.  Thirty  trees  were  trimmed  and  all  dead  wood 
removed.  Approximately  nine  thousand  square  yards  of  avenues  and 
paths  had  a third  coat  of  Tarvia  this  year. 

Under  the  C.  W.  A.  and  the  E.  R.  A.  Departments,  the  following 
work  was  done : The  shop  and  tool  house  were  painted  two  coats  and 
the  Cemetery  truck  also  had  two  coats.  The  Avenue  and  Path  signs 
were  painted  and  lettered,  the  iron  fence  and  gates  at  Lowell  and  High- 
land Streets  were  painted,  and  also  the  tomb  doors.  Ten  single  graves 
were  dug  over,  all  ledge  and  rock  removed,  and  made  ready  for  sale. 
The  lawn  at  the  Lowell  Street  Entrance  was  enlarged  and  resodded. 

This  covers  in  detail  the  work  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  this  past 
season. 

I recommend  a coat  of  retread  and  a honing  process  to  make  a 
finished  surface  and  protect  the  previous  work  on  the  Avenues  done 
last  5’ear.  When  this  work  is  completed  it  will  eliminate  a large  amount 
of  work  that  has  to  be  done  in  other  years. 

The  financial  statement  will  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Town  Ac- 
countant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  P.  PIERPONT, 

Superintendent.. 


FOREST  GLEN  CEMETERY  REPORT  1934 


To 'The  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees, 

Town  of  Reading,  Alass. 

Gentlemen  : 

The  regular  maintenance  was  kept  up  during  the  year,  but  no  new 
development  carried  on.  The  mowing  started  the  first  of  May  and 
continued  until  the  middle  of  October.  Lots  were  fertilized  in  the 
spring  and  shrubs  were  watered  and  cared  for  during  the  season.  All 
lots,  bounds  and  numbers  throughout  the  Cemetery  were  raised,  and 
many  other  things  were  done  that  go  with  the  upkeep  of  the  Cemetery. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  E.  R.  A.  and  the  Cemetery  De- 
partment a great  many  boulders  were  removed  from  the  section  next 
to  be  developed,  and  a large  portion  of  the  land  was  levelled  off  by 
the  E.  R.  A.  men. 

Three  hundred  and  nine  loads  of  filling  were  hauled  to  this  section 
by  the  Cemetery  Department  this  year.  I recommend  getting  a large 
amount  of  filling  next  year  to  complete  the  work  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  eventually  to  loam  and  seed  it  down  and  lay  out  into  lots,  which 
will  improve  the  looks  of  the  whole  Cemetery. 

We  have  sold  one  lot  this  year,  had  three  interments  and  repaired 
one  sunken  grave. 
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It  has  been  suggested  that  the  World  War  Memorial  be  erected  on 
the  Legion  Plot.  With  the  elevation  and  beautiful  background,  it 
would  make  an  ideal  location  and  would  add  much  to  the  appearance 
of  the  Cemetery. 

The  financial  statement  will  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Town  Ac- 
countant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  P.  PIERPONT, 

Superintendent, 


REPORT  OF  CUSTODIAN  OF  SOLDIERS’  AND  SAILORS’ 

GRAVES 


To  The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Town  of  Reading. 

During  the  year  1934  the  following  work  was  performed  in  Laurel 
Hill  Cemetery.  Sixteen  sunken  veteran  graves  were  repaired,  the  north 
half  of  a lot  and  a banking  were  repaired,  and  stones  were  straightened 
on  a lot.  Quite  a few  more  graves  should  have  been  repaired,  but 
could  not  because  of  the  lack  of  funds. 

The  man  had  to  be  laid  off  Sept.  13,  but  grass  was  mowed  until 
October  20,  so  there  should  be  enough  funds  to  keep  him  employed 
until  the  middle  of  October.  The  Soldier’s  Monument  in  Laurel  Hill 
Cemetery  should  be  cleaned  and  waterproofed  to  preserve  it-  A new 
mower  wdll  have  to  be  purchased  in  1935  for  this  Veteran  work. 

A great  deal  more  is  needed  to  be  done  than  can  be  with  the 
amount  of  $400.00.  I find  that  after  talking  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Cemeteries  the  least  amount  needed  for  this  w^ork  is  $600.00  minimum. 

The  following  Veterans  were  interred  during  1934. 

Civil  War : — 

William  H.  Moore,  Co.  G.,  1st  Miaine  Cavalry,  Sept.  30.  Laurel 
Hill  Cemetery. 

Spanish  American  War: — 

George  F.  Dow,  Surgeon  Major,  6th  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.,  Dec.  12. 
Laurel  Hill  Cemetery. 

World  War 

Edwin  F.  Kendall,  Nov.  23.  Forest  Glenn  Cemeterj^ 

Edward  P.  Polley,  Apr.  30,  Forest  Glenn  Cemetery. 

Respectfully  yours, 

HARRY  A.  TURNER, 

Custodian  of  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Graves. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


'i'o  the  citizens  of  Reading: 

The  Board  of  Public  Welfare  submits  its  report  for  year  ending 
Dec.  31,  1934. 

The  Board  organized  on  March  9,  as  follows; 

Myrtle  L.  Leman,  Chairman. 

Otto  G.  Scholz,  Secretary. 

Harriett  L.  Rooney. 

The  Administrative  force  was  appointed  as  follows : 

Edward  E.  Hamden,  Superintendent ; Helen  A.  Brown  and  Mary 
F.  Daniel,  visitors;  Annie  E.  Patrick,  visitor  for  Old  Age  Assistance. 

After  the  C.  W.  A.  discontinued  a project  for  clerical  work  in  the 
Welfare  office,  the  Board  appointed  Sterling  W.  Powell  as  bookkeeper 
and  to  keep  the  necessary  records  for  F.  E.  R.  A.  commodities.  Later 
compulsory  investigation  of  all  E.  R.  A.  emplo3'ees  not  on  Welfare 
necessitated  the  emplo^nnent  of  another  visitor.  Mrs.  Glad3's  Lane 
was  employed  for  this  work.  She  also  did  secretarial  work  in  the 
office. 

The  Board  is  grateful  for  the  patience  and  painstaking  work  of 
all  the  administrative  force.  The  3'ear  has  been  a difficult  one.  There 
have  been  man3'  unexpected  demands  on  time  and  energ3%  but  the 
Board  has  been  able  to  depend  on  the  workers  at  all  times.  The  visi- 
tors made  about  2000  calls  aside  from  mau3'  hours  spent  in  the  office, 
meeting  people  who  came  for  food  or  fuel  orders,  or  for  clothing. 

At  the  regular  Frida3'  evening  meetings,  the  Board  interviewed  740 
persons.  Contact  with  other  town  departments  and  with  outside  char- 
ities were  made  outside  of  the  hours  of  regular  sessions.  The  various 
town  departments  have  been  most  co-operative  in  the  use  of  welfare 
labor,  for  which  this  department  extends  its  thanks. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Board  purchased  a second-hand  truck  to 
collect  donations  from  th€  townspeople  and  to  transport  allotments 
of  Federal  food  and  clothing. 

The  Federal  fuel  was  a great  saving  on  the  Welfare  bill.  In  all, 
581  tons  of  coal  were  distributed  to  non-welfare  cases  as  well  as  those 
on  relief. 

In  the  Town  Accountant’s  statement  it  will  be  noted  that  item 
tor  clothing  is  small  in  proportion  to  the  total  welfare  cost.  This  was 
due  to  the  amount  of  clothing  received  from  the  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A. 
sewing  projects.  The  greater  part  of  the  actual  clothing  bill  was  for 
stout  shoes  for  men  who  are  working  outdoors  in  all  weather. 

The  medical  bills  for  the  year  have  been  heavy.  After  conducting 
a surve3’^  of  methods  of  treating  this  phase  of  relief,  this  Board  is  of 
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the  opinion  that  the  appointment  of  a Town  physician  would  be  of 
financial  benefit  to  the  town. 

Also,  there  is  a group  of  welfare  recipients  which  are  and  always 
will  be,  a problem.  It  is  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  secure  housing 
facilities  for  these  people.  The  families  are  large  and  the  children  are 
poorly  controlled  by  their  parents.  This  Board  suggests  that  it  might 
be  practical  to  build  simple  dwellings  for  these  people  on  land  of  low 
value  owned  by  the  town.  If  this  could  be  done  with  Federal  help, 
the  town  would  save  the  cost  of  rent  for  this  group  for  years  to  come. 
If  the  need  for  these  houses  no  longer  existed,  they  could  be  sold  and 
become  taxable  property. 

During  1934  there  have  been  four  quarterly  enrollments  of  boys 
for  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps.  The  work  of  investigation  and 
enlistment  of  the  forty-eight  young  men  who  went  from  Reading  is 
taken  care  of  through  the  w'elfare  department,  there  being  in  addi- 
tion a series  of 'special  investigations,  in  which  President  Roosevelt  is 
personally  interested,  to  obtain  the  reaction  of  the  boys  after  thej' 
are  discharged  from  C.  C.  C.  camps. 

The  townspeople  have  been  generous  with  donations  of  clothing 
and  shoes  for  the  E.  R.  A.  repair  projects.  And  the  toys  at  Christmas 
time  made  many  a child  very  happ}’-  who  otherwise  would  have  had 
little  or  no  Christmas  joy. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Harry  C.  Young,  manager  of  the  Read- 
ing Theatre,  50  barrels  of  food  and  toys  were  collected  from  theatre 
patrons  and  local  merchants  and  distributed  in  the  Christmas  baskets. 

Many  people  from  the  various  organizations  of  the  town  gave 
freely  of  their  time  and  energy  at  Christmas.  Without  this  generous 
aid  the  task  of  distribution  would  have  been  more  difficult. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MYRTLE  L.  LEMAN 
OTTO  G.  SCHOLZ 
HARRIETT  L.  ROONEY 


To  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare 
Reading,  Mass. 

I submit  herewith  a report  for  tUe  year  ending  December  31st,  1934. 

The  classified  expenditures  under  the  various  accounts  coming  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  the  Welfare  Department  appear  in  the  report 
of  the  Town  Accountant.  Although  an  overdraft  appears  in  the  Tem- 
porary Aid  account,  it  will  be  noted  that  the  balances  in  the  remaining 
accounts  offset  this  so  that  the  overdraft  for  the  whole  department 
is  less  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Several  bills  for  the  year  1934  against  this  department  did  not  come 
in  until  the  accounts  had  been  closed  by  the  Town  Accountant  and  the 
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Town  Treasurer.  Bills  payable  to  the  Town  of  Reading,  on  account 
of  aid  rendered  through  this  department  to  cases  having  settlements 
in  other  towns,  are  now  in  process  of  being  made  out. 

It  is  difficult  to  show  an  actual  cost  figure  in  any  welfare  depart- 
ment, except  administrative,  for  the  town’s  fiscal  year  which  ends  De- 
cember 31st.  The  State  Department’s  fiscal  year,  on  which  bills  for 
reimbursement  to  the  town  are  based,  ends,  for  Old  Age  Assistance,  on 
April  30th;  and  for  Temporary  Aid  and  Mother’s  Aid  on  June  30th. 
This  must  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering  the  figures  shown  further 
along  in  this  report,  where  the  different  sub-divisions  of  welfare  are 
taken  up. 

Of  course,  the  great  preponderance  of  welfare  effort  goes  into  the 
two  divisions  called  “Aid,  Board  and  Care” — those  cases  having  legal 
settlements  in  Reading  or  some  other  town  or  city  within  the 
state,  and  “Temporary  Aid,”  which  includes  those  cases  having  no 
settlement  in  Massachusetts,  sometimes  referred  to  as  “State  Cases” 
because  they  come  under  the  joint  jurisdiction  of  the  town  and  the 
state.  These  two  divisions  comprise  what  is  ordinarily  termed  “straight 
welfare,”  as  distinguished  from  Mother’s  Aid  and  Old  Age  Assistance. 

“Aid,  Board  and  Care”  and  “Temporary  Aid” 

The  total  expenditures  for  the  year  under  these  two  accounts  is 
some  $65,000.00,  in  round  figures.  Bills  rendered  against  the  state,  and 
bills  against  other  cities  and  towns  now  in  preparation,  which  apply  to 
the  year  1934,  will  amount  to  $17,000.00.  In  addition  to  this  expectation 
of  reimbursement  an  amount  of  a little  over  $8,000.00  was  received  from 
the  Federal  Government  on  the  “one  dollar  in  three”  basis  which  was 
employed  in  assisting  those  towns  which  could  show  a proper  record 
of  welfare  activities  for  the  different  quarters  of  the  year  1933.  This 
$8,000.00  supposedly  applies  to  the  third  quarter  of  1933,  the  first  two 
quarterly  allotments  having  been  received  during  the  j^ear  1933.  It 
does  not  appear  likely  that  an}'  reimbursement  will  be  made  by  the 
Federal  Government  applying  to  the  final  quarter  of  the  year  1933,  al- 
though the  reports  requested  were  filed  in  proper  form. 

These  receipts  are  not  credited  to  welfare  accounts  but  are  en- 
tered as  general  receipts  coming  into  the  town  treasury,  the  point  be- 
ing that  although  the  charges  agahist  other  municipalities  and  the  state 
originate  in  the  welfare  department,  such  sums,  when  received,  are  not 
available  for  welfare  expenditures  and  cannot  be  unless  the  town  should 
so  specifically  vote. 

It  would  appear  that  the  average  citizen  does  not  clearly  under- 
stand this  phase  of  the  matter,  but  it  is  easily  seen  that  although  some 
$65,000.00  was  appropriated  for  Town  Aid  and  Temporary  Aid  for  1934, 
the  actual  cost  to  the  towm  may  be  expected  to  be  lessened  by  some 
$25,000.00.  Again  in  this  connection  consideration  must  be  given  to 
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the  fact  that  the  able-bodied  men  whose  families  receive  welfare  aid 
are  required  to  perform  labor  for  various  town  departments.  A 
schedule  is  given  herewith,  showing  the  allotment  of  welfare  labor  to 


the  different  town  activities  : 

Public  Works  Department  $ 18,150.75 

Town  Forest  1,561.05 

School  Department  1,005.60 

Wood  Yard  (Welfare  Department)  2,469.50 

Cemetery  Department  481.35 

Visiting  Nurse  Association  58.80 

Hydrant  Sprinklers  (street  bathing)  31.20 

Traffic  Signal  excavation  26.40 

Traffic  Count  (state  survey)  93.60 


$ 23,878.25 


All  this  labor  is  at  the  rate  of  30c  an  hour,  representing  some 
79,600  man-hours.  At  such  a low  hourly  rate  it  is  a fair  assumption 
that  the  town  received  a value  of  at  least  $20,000.00  from  this  labor. 
So  we  see  that  against  our  appropriation  of  $65,000.00  for  Town  Aid 
and  Temporary  Aid  we  may  reasonably  apply  credits  of  $17,000.00, 
expected  reimbursements;  $8,000.00  Federal  Government  allotment,  and 
$20,000.00  worth  of  labor,  which  presents  a net  cost  figure  of  $20,000.00 
in  round  terms. 

A monthly  schedule  of  the  case  load  coming  under  the  two  divi- 
sions now  under  discussion  may  be  of  interest  and  is  appended. 


1934 

Cases 

Persons  represented 

January 

221 

944 

February 

200 

859 

March 

195 

862 

April 

197 

849 

May 

173 

732 

June 

157 

667 

July 

145 

615 

August 

181 

741 

September 

165 

679 

October 

181 

733 

November 

202 

838 

December 

223 

916 
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An  average  of  cases  and  persons  represented  for  the  year  is  not 
particularly  illuminating  except  that  it  shows  a mean  of  187  cases  with 
786  persons.  If  we  divide  the  total  amount  expended  by  the  average  of 
786  persons  we  obtain  an  average  welfare  expenditure  of  $82.70  per 
person  for  the  year. 

Some  fifteen  thousand  or  more  individual  transactions  have  been 
entered  in  our  accounting  records  for  the  past  year  in  furnishing  the 
different  items  of  relief  given  under  these  classes  and  the  greater  por- 
tion of  these  have  to  be  recorded  a second  time  in  what  we  call  our 
“obligation  ledger”  so  that  the  data  required  by  the  Federal  Emer- 
gency Relief  Administration  can  be  assembled  for  the  monthly  reports 
which  they  demand. 


A Schedule  Showing  “Obligations”  as  Compared  With  Actual 
“Payments”  by  Months 

(does  not  include  Mother’s  Aid  or  Old  Age  Assistance) 


Month 

Obligations  as  shown 

Actual  payments  by 

on  F.  E.  R.  A.  report. 

Town  Treasurer 

1934 

January 

$ 5,955.22 

$ 3,213.01 

February 

6,170.99 

5,773.71 

March 

7,153.86 

8,330.70 

April 

6,267.26 

5,967.67 

May 

3,995.69 

5,329.57 

June 

3,452.38 

4,482.67 

July 

3,434.24 

3,682.62 

August 

4,609.31 

5,260.62 

September 

3,506.66 

4,031.32 

October 

4,225.33 

4,315.60 

November 

5,358.28 

6,585.01 

December 

6,493.84 

8,291.69 

$60,623.06 

$65,314.19 

It  will 

be  noted  that  the  total  obligations  is 

about  93%  of  the 

total  actual  payments.  This  is  occasioned  by  the  F. 

E.  R.  A.  regulations 

which  do  not  allow  us  to  list  as  an  obligation  hospital  care,  board  of 

children  in 

homes  other  than  their  own,  payments 

to  other  cities  and 

towns,  etc. 
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Graph  showing  weekly  fluctuations  of  welfare  labor  pay  roll 
Indicating  seasonal  tendencies  and  effects  of  E.R.A.  lay-offs. 
Low  summer  level  largely  due  to  Public  Works  West  Street  job. 


Jan.  Feb.  Mch.  .Apr.  May  .June  July  Aug.  Sept. . Oct.  • Nov.  . P.ec. 


The  above  schedule  indicates,  perhaps  as  clearly  as  any  other  one 
thing,  the  necessity  for  keeping  two  sets  of  records  in  the  welfare  ad- 
ministrative department. 


Old  Age  Assistance 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1934  we  had  fifty  Old  Age  Assistance 
cases  on  our  records.  During  the  year  nineteen  new  cases  have  been 
opened  and  seventeen  have  been  closed,  leaving  us  with  fifty-two  active 

■ cases  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  reasons  for  the  closing  of  the  seven- 
teen cases  were  as  follows:  death  11;  removal  from  town,  4;  committed 
:o  Danvers  State  Hospital,  1 ; disapproved  by  the  Board  after  full  in- 
vestigation (reimbursement  obtained),  1. 

The  state  reimburses  one-third  in  Old  Age  cases  having  a legal 
. settlement,  and  in  full  for  unsettled  ones.  The  town  has  expended 
$16,719.75  under  the  Old  Age  Assistance  account  during  the  year.  Bills 
issued  by  us  for  reimbursement  against  the  state  and  other  cities  and 
towns  amount  to  $7,115.31,  this  amount,  like  all  other  welfare  reimburse- 
•inents,  going  into  the  town’s  general  receipts  when  paid. 

The  whole  matter  of  aiding  aged  persons  will  undoubtedly  be  sub- 
ject to  very  material  changes  in  1935.  Pending  legislation  asks  for  a 
. reduction  in  the  age  limit  from  sevent}^  to  sixty-five  years,  as  well  as 
■more  leniency  in  eligibilit}^  cpialifications,  and  calls  for  substantial  in- 
creases in  the  weekly  allotments  of  aid.  Both  federal  and  state  action 
.may!  have  a tendency  toward  a greater  proportion  of  reimbursement  to 
the  cities  and  towns  whose  function  it  is  to  redder  the  aid.  If  these 
suggestions  are  put  in  operation — and  the  state  authorities  seem  certain 
that '-many  of  them  will  be  written  into  the  statutes — the  town  will  have 
an  increased  expectation  of  receipts  into  its  general  funds,  but  there 
'seems  no  way  to  avoid  the  appropriation  of  an  amount  substantially 
'greater  than  that  of  the  past  year  for  Old  Age  Assistance  because  all  aid 
must  come  originally  from  the  town  treasury. 

An  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  feasibility  of  certain  methods 
of  old  age  pension  which  are  now  occupying  popular  attention  is  not  a 
proper  function  of  this  department.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  public 
interest  has  been  aroused  to  such  an  extent  that  very  radical  changes  in 

• the  handling  of  Old  Age  Assistance  are  to  be  expected. 

Mother’s  Aid 

• The  major  object  of  this  specialized  form  of  assistance  is  to  pro- 
vide proper  home  conditions  for  widows,  or  mothers  whose  living  hus- 

■ bands  are  totally  incapacitated  by  reason  of  illness,  or  who  are  im- 
prisoned for  long  terms,  or  who  are  legally  separated  or  divo^'ced.  A 
deserted  wife  is  also  eligible  under  certain  conditions.  This  relief  is  not 
properly  of  a temporary  nature  and  is  not  entered  into  unless  there  is 

. a reasonable  prospect  of  its  continuing  at  least  a }'ear. 
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The  state  assists  in  Mother’s  Aid  to  the  extent  of  one-third  reim- 
bursement in  settled  cases  and  full  reimbursement  in  those  cases  having 
no  legal  settlement  in  Massachusetts.  Attempt  is  made  to  maintain 
home  conditions  approaching  the  former  standard  of  living  and  aid  is 
given  for  the  most  part  in  cash  if  the  mother  is  found  competent  to 
manage  expenditures  with  wisdom. 

During  1934  we  have  had  thirteen  Mother’s  Aid  cases  altogether, 
starting  the  year  with  nine,  opening  four  new  cases,  and  closing  five. 
We  have  at  present  eight  cases,  representing  nine  adults  and  thirty- 
four  children. 

Of  the  $6,281,26  expended  under  this  account  we  have  rendered 
bills  against  the  state  and  one  town  to  the  amount  of  $2,768.97. 

These  reimbursements  go  into  general  town  funds  when  received 
and  are  not  credited  to  Mother’s  Aid  Account. 

The  state  regulations  call  for  frequent  periodic  visits  to  all  Mother’s 
Aid  families  and  a thoroughly  trained  investigator  of  the  highest  type  is 
necessary  on  account  of  the  specialized  nature  of  this  class  of  cases. 

Most  social  authoritives  agree  that  Mother’s  Aid  is  a form  of  as- 
sistance which  exceeds  all  others  in  expectation  of  its  ultimate  benefit 
to  the  communities  whose  burden  it  is  to  make  financial  provisions  for 
it  while  the  children  concerned  are  of  school  age. 

Administrative 

No  branch  of  municipal  service  has  ever  had  thrust  upon  it  any- 
thing in  any  way  comparable  to  the  terrifically  increased  burden  that 
welfare  administration  has  been  called  on  to  carry  during  the  past  two 
years.  As  the  economic  depression  developed  into  a long-continued 
calamity  every  city  and  town  was  forced  to  enlarge  its  welfare  adminis- 
trative scope  many  times  over.  Reading  was  no  exception  but  we  had 
some  advantages  which  were  lacking  elsewhere,  particularly  in  the 
larger  cities. 

For  one  thing,  both  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  and  the  adminis- 
trative employes  have  considerable  personal  knowledge  about  the  great 
majority  of  families  who  are  obliged  to  apply  for  public  relief.  Inter- 
relations between  families,  more  especially  with  respect  to  their  ability 
to  help  one  another  out ; information  as  to  their  efficiency  in  handling 
their  own  affairs ; problems  peculiar  to  certain  cases  ; the  tendency  of 
the  members  of  a family  to  “get  along”  among  themselves  and  to  make 
the  most  of  what  they  have  ; all  these  factors,  and  many  others,  when 
known  at  the  start,  tend  to  prevent  mis-application  of  relief  and  in 
general  bring  about  a more  favorable  condition  of  affairs  than  is 
possible  in  larger  communities  where  nearly  ev^ry  recipient  is  an  abso- 
lute stranger  to  the  people  whose  duty  it  is  to  administer  aid  where 
needed. 
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Another  advantage  lies  in  the  fact  that  Reading  has  been  able  to- 
employ  competent  visitors  and  investigators  at  a very  low  rate  of 
remuneration,  these  workers  giving  man}"  hours  a week  be3"ond  the 
time  for  which  the}-  are  supposedly  employed  and  paid  and  neither 
asking  nor  expecting  additional  pay  for  it.  The  whole  operation  of 
furnishing  relief  is  based  on  proper  investigation  and  the  Welfare 
Board  itself,  realizing  this,  has  given  hundreds  of  hours  to  the  consider- 
ation of  individual  cases  during  the  past  year. 

In  the  clerical  work  which  now  devolves  on  a welfare  department 
it  is  conservative  to  say  that  it  is  ten  times  the  amount  formerly  re- 
quired in  what  we  now  refer  to  as  normal  times.  This  tremendous  in- 
crease is  occasioned  by  the  voluminous  information  which  is  constant!}" 
called  for  by  the  Federal  Emergency  Relief  Administration,  on  which 
information  is  based  tne  federal  allotment  of  assistance  to  the  town, 
and  by  the  far  more  rig'd  check-up  which  now  obtains  between  the 
state  and  the  town.  A closer  contact  between  the  towns  and  cities  is 
also  now  necessary,  there  being  so  many  cases  aided  whose  legal  settle- 
ment is  in  another  municipality. 

For  a time  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  1934  we  were  allowed 
an  E.  R.  A.  project  which  gave  us  some  clerical  help  and  this  oppor- 
tunity was  taken  to  set  up  a system  of  records  comprehensive  enough  to 
meet  the  greatly  enlarged  needs.  This  project  was  disallowed  by  the  E.  R. 
A.  authorities  for  some  reason  after  about  four  months  and  a half  and  the 
welfare  department  was  obliged  to  take  on  the  whole  clerical  expense 
and  in  addition  to  employ  and  pay  a special  investigator  to  cover  E.  R- 
A.  cases  (i.  e.  non-welfare  cases).  This  additional  clerical  and  inves- 
tigation expense  is  still  an  absolute  necessity  and  provision  will  have 
to  be  made  for  it  in  1935. 

The  pro  rata  administrative  costs  in  Reading  compare  very  favor- 
ably with  those  of  other  communities  and  with  federal  relief  administra- 
tive costs.  It  is  now  granted  as  axiomatic  that  proper  attention  to  ad- 
ministration lowers  the  total  cost  of  welfare  relief. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  appreciation  of  the  efforts  made  by 
the  various  town  departments  to  use  welfare  labor  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. The  supervisory  forces  have  cheerfully  taken  on  this  added 
burden. 

The  state  visitors,  Mr.  J.  J.  O’Leary  of  the  Temporary  Aid  Depart- 
ment, and  Mr.  Lazare  Boule  of  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Bureau,  have 
both  worked  with  the  local  welfare  department  in  a spirit  of  efficient 
co-operation  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

Respectfully  submitted 

EDWARD  E.  HARNDEN 

Welfare  Superintendent. 
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REPORT  OF  SOLDIERS’  RELIEF  AGENT 


Dec.  31,  1934. 

Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  of  the  Soldiers’  Relief  De- 
partment of  the  Town  of  Reading  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1934. 

During  the  past  year  the  Soldiers’  Relief  Department  has  aided 
thirty-six  families,  having  a total  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons.  We  have  also  aided  nineteen  single  veterans,  making  a total 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  people  who  have  received  aid  at 
various  times  throughout  the  year. 

The  cost  of  veteran’s  aid  during  the  year  has  been  less  than  in 
1933,  because  of  the  Civil  Work’s  Program  which  granted  preference 
to  honorably  discharged  veterans.  The  difference  in  the  amount  of 
money  expended  in  1933  and  1934'  being  $5,673.06. 

This  Department  is  indebted  to  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  for 
the  use  of  its  truck  in  making  deliveries  of  wood,  food  and  clothing  to 
Soldiers’  Relief  recipients. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  payments  to  veterans  will  be  larger 
in  1935  than  in  1934,  provided  that  the  Federal  Government  continues 
the  program  of  federal  aid  to  the  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FOREST  H.  BR,YANT, 

Soldiers’  Relief  Agent 


REPORT  OF  CIVIL  WORKS  ADMINISTRATION 


February  7,  1935. 

Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Civil  Work’s  Administration  was  in  full  force  January  1st, 
1934,  and  continued  until  April  1st,  1934,  when  the  Emergency  Relief 
Administration  took  over  the  Civil  Work’s  Administration  projects, 
and  made  the  Federal  Program  one  of  relief. 
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A1 — group  which  comprises  the  head  of  the  household  and  two 
or  more  dependents. 

A2 — group  which  comprises  of  a married  couple  or  a parent 
and  one  child ; and  single  women. 

A3 — group  which  is  comprised  of  single  men. 

B — group  consists  of  persons  who  have  some  income  but  not 
enough  to  enable  them  to  be  self-supporting. 

The  government  issued  strict  regulations  governing  the  amount 
of  money  which  w^as  to  be  alloted  to  each  family,  depending  entirely 
on  the  number  of  persons.  For  instance,  the  Government  Budget  for  a 
family  of  two  would  consist  of  the  following  items  : 


Rent  

. $ 

5.00 

Food  

4.00 

Clothing  . 

1.50 

Fuel  

1.50 

Total  . . . 

. $ 

12.00 

While  a family  of  a father,  mother  and  four  minor  children  would 
receive  $17.50  per  week. 

The  restriction  of  number  of  hours  to  be  worked  by  a laborer 
made  it  necessary  for  the  government  to  supplement  the  worker’s  earn- 
ings by  giving  him  surplus  government  foods  and  clothing.  During  the 
winter  of  1934,  coal  was  distributed  to  those  who  were  certified  to  the 
Welfare  Department  as  needing  it.  There  has  been  no  coal  available 
for  distribution  during  the  first  part  of  the  winter  1934-1935. 

The  ToVn  of  Reading  has  been  extremely  fortunate  in  the  amount 
of  money  granted  to  the  local  Emergency  Relief  Administration.  It 
has  been  sufficient  to  take  care  of  all  the  families  who  have  no  income 
and  would  naturally  fall  into  the  A1  and  A2  groups. 

During  1934,  all  of  the  Municipal  Buildings,  with  the  exception 
of  the  High  School,  Junior  High  School,  Highland  School  and  Prospect 
St.  School  have  been  completely  refinished  inside  and  painted  on  the 
outside.  All  of  this  work  has  been  two  coat  work  and  at  the  present 
time  all  the  Town  Buildings  are  in  exceptionally  fine  condition. 

A great  deal  has  been  accomplished  during  this  year  which  could 
not  have  been  done  for  many  years,  if  the  cost  was  to  be  borne  from  a 
local  tax  levy. 

The  distribution  of  the  Federal  clothing  and  food  was  handled  b}' 
the  Reading  Board  of  Public  Welfare.  This  entailed  a tremendous 
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amount  of  extra  work  as  the  government  requires  a receipt  to  be  taken 
for  each  article  of  food  or  clothing  from  the  recipients.  The  deliveries 
were  made  by  the  Welfare  Dept’s.  truck  and  the  labor  in  connection 
with  this  work  was  paid  for  by  the  Welfare  Dept.  It  was  also  necessary 
for  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  to  provide  Emergency  Relief  Adminis- 
tration with  the  services  of  an  investigator,  whose  duties  are  to 
periodically  check  by  home  visits,  the  employees  of  the  Emergency 
Relief  Administration. 

We  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  various 
town  departments  which  list  the  projects  worked  on  under  their  juris- 
diction. 

In  closing  I wish  to  thank  the  heads  of  all  the  departments,  the 
various  Boards  of  the  Town  for  their  extremely  helpful  co-operation 
during  the  past  year.  ' 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MYRTLE  L.  LEMAN 
Emergency  Relief  Administrator. 


SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS 
1934 


Total  registered  542 

Total  number  ineligible  134 

Total  number  A1  278 

A2  71 

A3  44 

B 133 

Non-relief  16 

Total  number  who  have  gotten 

work  elsewhere 41* 


542  542 

*Only  7 1-2%  of  numbered  registered  were  able  to  find  regular  em- 
ployment during  the  year. 
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SUMMARY  OF  FEDERAL  PAYROLLS 


1934 

Month 


Aver. 

Amount  of  Av,er,  No.  Weekly 
Payrolls  of  Employees  Payment  Allotment 


January  

$ 19,914.53* 

309  $ 

16.08  No.  Specific 

- 

Allotment 

February  

......  17,333.68* 

321 

13.47 

” 

March  

19,631.33* 

245 

16.10 

April  

8,403.40* 

181 

15.44 

May  

9,950.60 

136 

14.56 

$ 10,000.00 

June  

8,999.93 

160 

14.06 

9,000.00 

July  

9,998.91 

149 

13.38 

10,000.00 

August  

9,999.48 

195 

10.23 

10,000.00 

September  .... 

9,999.96 

196 

12.74 

10,000.00 

October  

10,993.00 

185 

11.96 

11,000.00 

November  

10,999.13 

228 

9.64 

11,000.00 

December  

11,999.67 

235 

12.76 

12,000.00 

$148,223.62 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Aver,  for  Aver,  for 
Year  Year 

211  13.36 

*C.  W.  A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  EX- 
TENSION SERVICE  IN  READING  DURING  1934 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  work  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Extension  Service  done  in  this  town  during  the  year  1934. 

The  Extension  Service  has  assisted  the  organized  poultrymen  in 
the  Metropolitan-Reading  Poultry  Association  by  furnishing  speakers 
for  their  monthly  meetings  and  judges  for  the  Annual  Show. 

The  poultrymen  in  turn  have  co-operated  in  the  Extension  poultry 
projects.  Three  poultrymen  submitted  monthly  records  on  the  pro- 
ject, “Raising  Better  Pullets”  while  six  are  co-operating  in  the  pro- 
ject, “Keeping  Pullets  Healthy  in  the  Laying  House.” 
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Mr.  George  E.  Morrison  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  County  Com- 
pliance Committee  of  the  National  Breeder  Hatchery  Code. 

The  County  Egg  Marketing  Committee  held  two  meetings  in  the 
Town  Hall  in  conjunction  with  the  Essex  County  Committee. 

Many  farm  visits  were  made,  especially  to  those  interested  in 
fruit  and  poultry. 

A pruning  demonstration  was  given  to  fruit  growers  and  also 
assistance  was  rendered  in  the  C.  W.  A.  project  for  cutting  down 
neglected  fruit  trees.  The  Extension  Service  has  been  emphasizing  the 
danger  of  neglected  trees  in  breeding  pests  such  as  the  apple  maggot. 

Moving  pictures  of  apple  picking  and  packing,  cost  figures  and 
details  of  production  were  presented  at  a winter  meeting. 

Six  4-H  clubs  carried  on  activities  in  clothing,  poultry  and  gar- 
dening under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  L.  M.  Gale,  Mrs.  Herbert  Hen- 
derson, Miss  Gwendolyn  Hunter,  Mrs.  Roland  Perry,  Mirs.  Harold 
White,  Mr.  Charles  Melendy  and  Mrs.  Ida  C.  Lucas.  Mrs.  Herbert 
Henderson  heads  the  4-H  Town  Committee.  In  January,  club  members 
took  part  in  a town  rally  and  in  March  the  sectional  rally  was  held  in 
Reading.  Other  sectional  activities  of  interest  to  local  club  members 
were  the  annual  dress  contest,  poultry  judging  school,  and  4-H  garden 
field  day  at  the  Waltham  Field  Station.  The  annual  spring  exhibit 
and  program  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  May  meeting  of  the 
P.-T.  A.  The  members  of  the  club  put  on  a mock  club  meeting  as  their 
part  in  the  program.  The  first  prize  winners  were  Barbara  Marshall, 
Annette  Benton,  Irma  Wren,  and  Elizabeth  White.  John  Dobbins  and 
Ernest  Marshall  were  awarded  a two-day  trip  to  the  Massachusetts 
State  College  on  their  excellent  work  in  gardening  and  poultry. 

That  homemakers  in  Reading  take  advantage  of  the  Extension 
Service  program  is  shown  by  the  continued  enrollment  in  Extension 
Service  groups.  The  program  for  the  last  year  has  included  Foods  and 
Nutrition,  Home  Management  and  Home  Grounds  Improvement.  Eight 
groups  in  different  parts  of  the  town  are  carrying  on  the  program. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  project  work,  a demonstration  was  given 
by  the  Food  Preservation  specialist  on  canning  and  jelly  making  and 
one  by  the  Home  Demonstration  Agent  on  simple  refreshments.  A great 
deal  of  interest  is  shown  in  the  clothing  work  which  begins  in  Feb- 
ruary. 
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It  should  be  remembered  that  the  work  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Extension  Service  is  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  county  who  desire  to 
participate  in  its  work.  It  is  organized  primarily  to  serve  farmers, 
homemakers  and  boys  and  girls  residing  in  rural  sections,  but  home- 
makers, back  yard  gardeners  and  boys  and  girls  in  villages  may  also 
avail  themselves  of  this  service. 

MRS.  HERBERT  L.  HENDERSON, 

Chairman  for  Reading. 


REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Dog  Officer  to  December  31,  1934 : 

Since  my  appointment  in  September  I have  canvassed  the  town 
to  see  that  all  dogs  were  licensed.  Unlicensed  and  stray  dogs  have  been 
found  and  disposed  of  as  follows : fifty-four  have  been  gassed,  five 
sent  to  the  Animal  Rescue  League,  six  returned  to  owners,  and  have 
found  homes  for  ten.  All  stray  dogs  are  kept  for  fourteen  days  before 
any  disposition  is  made  of  them,  except  those  whose  owners  appear  to 
claim  them. 

The  Town  Clerk  reports  that  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars 
($267.00)  was  paid  in  for  dog  licenses  as  a result  of  the  Dog  Officer’s 
efforts. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  MELENDY, 


Reading,  December  31,  1934-. 


Dog  Officer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  READING,  MASSACHUSETTS 


For  the  year  Ended  December  3 1 , 


1934 


ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICERS 


School  Committee 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge.  Ch.,  136  Summer  Ave. 
Mrs.  Helen  B.  Hartshorn,  15  \"ine  St. 

Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Stembridge,  74  King  St. 

Dr.  Charles  R.  WHkeling,  25  Linden  St. 
Charles  A.  Holcomb,  South  St.,  R.  F.  D. 
Frank  D.  Taimer,  91  Oak  St. 


Term  Expires  1937 
Term  Expires  1937 
Term  Expires  1936 
Term  Expires  1936 
Term  Expires  1935 
Term  Expires  1935 


School  Committee  Office 

Grouard  House,  9 School  St.  Telephone,  Reading  0180 

Open  daily  8 :(K)  a.  m.  to  5 :00  p.  m.  Saturdays  9 :00  a.  m.  to  12  m. 


Superintendent  of  Schools 


Arthur  E.  Pierce.  38  Vine  St.  Tel.  Res.  0243 ; Office  0180 


School  Committee  Clerk 

Hope  R.  Williamson,  44  \'ine  St.  Tel.  Res.  1338;  Office  0180 

School  Physician 

Dr.  Charles  R.  Henderson,  126  M'oburn  St.  Telephone  0580 

Supervisor  of  Attendance  and  of  School  Lunches 
Secretary  to  Superintendent 

Abigail  H.  iMingo,  15  Prescott  st.  Tel.  Res.  0808-R,  Office  0180 

No-Schooi  Signals 

Fire  Alarm  2-2  repeated  three  times. 

Street  lights  turned  on  for  five  minutes. 

7:30  a.  m.  for  Senior  High  School,  junior  High  School,  Highland 
School,  and  Opportunity  School. 

8.15  a.  m.  for  Grades  I to  IV  inclusive,  morning  session. 

12:45  p.  m.  for  Grades  1 to  4 inclusive,  afternoon  session. 

To  keep  the  schools  open  every  day  if  possible  is  the  polic}'  of  the 
management.  This  affords  parents  the  choice  either  of  sending  pupils 
to  school  or  of  keeping  them  at  home  as  the  parent  considers  the  con- 
ditions vearrant  in  his  particular  case. 
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School  Clinics 


Dental,  Wednesday  and  Friday  at  the  Groiiard  House,  9-12  and  1-4. 
Habit,  every  Tuesday  at  2:30  in  Nurse’s  office  at  High  School. 
Posture,  second  Monday  in  the  month  at  the  Channell  House. 
Pre-School,  at  the  Town  Building,  room  19,  every  Tuesday,  2-4  p.  m. 
Tuberculosis  Prevention,  by  special  appointment. 

Diphtheria  Prevention,  b}^  special  appointment. 

School  Janitors 

High  School: 

John  Maguire,  Fairview  Ave 

Charles  Cummings,  17  Lincoln  St.  ... 

Mary  L.  Kennedy,  47  Washington  St. 

Junior  High  School: 

Henry  W.  Bryden,  14  Village 
Walter  Smith,  30  Temple  St. 

Fred  Riessle,  4 King  St 

Agnes  Hurley,  108  Haven  St. 

Highland  School : 

James  L.  Healey,  139  West  St. 

Arthur  PI.  Cook,  170  High  St 
Kmma  Tibbetts,  9 School  St. 


Center  and  Union  St.  Schools  : Edward  McBrien,  18  Salem  St.  0228 

Prospect  St.  School:  J.  Fred  Richardson,  17  Prospect  St 0161-J 

Lowell.  St.  School : Sylvanus  L.  Thompson,  8 Intervale  Ter 0827 

Chestnut  Hill:  Leander  Smith,  5 Winter  St 095S-M 

School  Schedule 

September  1935  to  June  1936  inclusive 


Schools  open  September  9,  1935 

No  Sessions  : 

Teacher’s  Convention  October  25,  1935 

Armistice  Day  November  11,  1935 

Thanksgiving  Recess  from  noon  November  27,  1935  to 
December  2,  1935 


St 1567-W 

1445-M 

1199 


0047- M 
0041 -W 
0460-M 


Telephone:  0581-W 


0100-J 
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Christmas  \'acation  trom  close  of  regular  session  on  Friday 
December  20,  1935  to  January  2,  1936 


Winter  Vacation  week  of 
Spring  Vacation  week  of 
Holiday — no  sessions 


February  23,  1936 


Schools  close  for  summer 


April  26,  1936 
June  17,  1936 
June  19,  1936 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Reading: 

The  School  Committee  herewith  presents  its  report  and  those 
of  the  Superintendent,  Principals,  and  Department  heads. 

Anyone  who  attempts  to  survey  a public  school  system  cannot  fail 
to  be  impressed  by  the  variety  of  activities  and  interests  that  are  repre- 
sented. The  task  and  responsibility  of  directing  public  education  in  the 
immediate  future  is  admittedly  great.  From  these  many  activities,  two 
definite  aims  stand  out  as  fundamental : first  to  develop  character,  and 
second  to  give  pupils  a better  knowledge  of  our  social  and  economic 
problems  so  that  they  ma}^  be  better  fitted  in  the  future  to  assist  in  their 
proper  solution. 

Effective  budget  making  and  loyal  co-operation  by  the  personnel  of 
the  School  Department  made  it  possible  during  the  past  two  years  to 
make  economies  with  a minimum  disturbance  to  these  varied  interests. 
As  the  Committee  pointed  out  last  year  the  budget  for  the  past  year 
represented  a minimum  amount  on  which  the  system  could  be  operated 
on  the  plane  on  which  the  Committee  believes  the  Town  wishes  its 
schools  to  be  maintained.  Some  of  the  economies  inaugurated  have 
shown  their  toll.  The  Committee  is  making  recommendations  to  remedy 
some  of  the  more  obvious  results. 

Over  a course  of  years,  the  caliber  of  neVv  appointments  to  the 
administrative  and  teaching  staff  and  the  retention  of  those  occupying 
key  positions  determine  the  fate  of  the  schools.  Adequate  salaries 
play  an  important  part  in  determining  what  type  of  instructors  we  can 
attract  and  hold.  The  Committee  feel  that  the  salaries  of  the  teach- 
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ers  were  in  no  sense  excessive  before  the  salary  cut  was  inaugurated. 
As  a matter  of  justice,  step-up  salary  increments  were  restored  last 
September.  We  feel  the  teachers  earn  and  are  entitled  to  their  full 
salaries,  that  restoration  of  cuts  should  be  made,  at  least  in  part,  ^this 
year,  and  in  full  as  soon  as  the  ability  of  the  community  to  pay  per- 
mits. 

During  the  past  year  emphasis  has  been  placed  in  improving  the  ele- 
mentary grades.  By  changes  in  the  Highland  School,  three  new  rooms 
were  made  available,  and  three  teachers  added  to  the  elementary 
staff.  This  relieved  the  housing  problem  where  it  was  most  acute  and 
has  helped  to  lessen  the  teaching  load  in  the  grades. 

Erection  of  steel  bleachers,  further  grading  and  fencing  of  the 
play  field  at  the  Junior  High  School  have  provided  the  system  with 
an  enclosed  play  ground  adequate  for  daily  use  and  for  public  exhibi- 
tions. This  fills  a long  felt  need  in  the  Physical  Education  department. 
E.  R.  A.  projects  were  instrumental  in  this  and  in  the  painting  of  the 
buildings. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a change  in  the  administrative  head 
of  the  system.  Adelbert  L.  Safford  had  been  superintendent  of  schools 
in  Reading  for  twenty-one  years.  Full  credit  should  be  given  for  his 
progressive  vision,  his  regard  for  educational  ideals,  his  long  experience 
in  both  theory  and  practice  of  education.  Much  of  what  is  best  in  the 
system  is  due  to  his  leadership.  The  regard  in  which  Mr.  Safford 
is  held  by  the  teachers,  citizens,  and  educators  was  expressed  in  a 
public  dinner  held  in  his  honor. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Fierce  of  Southbridge  Was  elected  to  the  super- 
intendency of  the  Reading-North  Reading  Union  and  assumed  his' 
duties  in  August. 

The  terms  of  Charles  A.  Holcomb  and  Frank  D.  Tanner  expire 
this  spring. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  W.  COOLIDGE,  Chairman 
HELEN  B.  HARTSHORN 
CHARLES  A.  HOLCOMB 
RUTH  A.  STEMB'RIDGE 
FRANK  D.  TANNER 
CHARLES  R.  WAKELING 

School  Committee. 
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SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  BUDGET,  1935 
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$ 43,390.00*  Total  Maintenance  $ 43,592.86  $ 40,203.21  $ 44,810.69 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  BUDGET,  1935 
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Bleachers— Jr.  High  School  3,041.03 


STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  .NOT  FROM  TAX  LEVY  SHOWING 


NET  COST  TO  THE  TOWN  — 1934 


General  Account; 

Total  Expenditures  1934  . 
Receipts  : 

State  Reimbursement 

Tuition  

Sundry  receipts 

Due  but  not  paid  . . 

Net  Cost  to  Town  

Agricultural  Account; 

Total  Expenditures  1934 
Receipts  : 

State  Aid  Ind.  Sch.  . . 

Tuition  

Smith-Hughes  Fund 
George  Reed  Fund  . 
Due  but  not  paid  . . 

Net  Cost  to  Town  

Industrial  Tuition  : 

Total  Expenditure  1934 
Receipts  : 

State  Reimbursement 
Net  Cost  to  Town  


$208,291.23 

$ 16,558.00  ^ 

17,705.19 

84.00 

(5,545.82)  34,347.19 

$173,944.04 

$ 2,892.45 

$ 1,159.20 
1,222-66 
313.91 
454.16 

(163.50)  2,740.93 


$ 151.52 

$ 995.80 

803.58 


$ 192.22 


CHANGE  IN  PERSONNEL 

— 1934 

Left: 

April 

Margaret  Hunt 

School  Committee  Clerk 

June 

Doris  E.  Bauer 

Highland  School 

June 

Lois  R.  Bradley 

High  School  — Latin 

September 

Adelbert  L.  Safford 

SuT  erintendent  of  Schools 

"December  21 

Margaret  Cameron 

Supervisor  Penmanship 

December  21 

Gladys  Cutcliffe 

Jr.  High  School  — Gen.  Science 

December  21 

Eva  C.  Wilcox 

Highland  School 

Appointed 

August 

Arthur  E.  Pierce 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

September 

Mildred  H.  Holden 

High  School  — Latin 

September 

Elizabeth  Larkin 

Highland  School 

September 

Helena  Markham 

Highland  School 

September 

Margaret  Scullane 

Highland  School 

September 

Mary  M.  Walsh 

Highland  School 
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TEACHERS  IN  SERVICE,  DECEMBER  31,  1934,  WHERE  EDUCATED,  YEAR  APPOINTED 

Showing  y\ttendance  and  EnrollincMit  for  Year  Ending  June  22,  1934 
and  Enrollment  for  October  1,  1934 


TEACHERS  IN  SERVICE,  DECEMBER  31,  1934,  WHERE  EDUCATED,  YEAR  APPOINTED 

Showing  Attendance  and  Enrollment  for  Year  Ending  June  22,  1934 
and  Enrollment  for  October  1,  1934 
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TEACmCRS  IN  SERVICE,  DECEMBER  31,  1934,  WHERE  EDUCATED,  YEAR  APPOINTED 

ShowinK  Attondaiice  and  Enrollment  for  Year  Ending  June  22,  1934 
and  Enrollment  for  October  1,  1934 


tReslKiied  December  21,  1935  *IIave  taken  extra  courses  for  credit 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS,  1934 


To  the  Honorable,  the  School  Committee, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen : 

I present  herewith  my  first  annual  report,  it  being*  the  forty-second 
of  the  series  of  reports  issued  b}^  the  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  of  this  town. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and  pride  at  the  opportunity 
that  has  been  given  me  to  serve  the  people  of  Reading  and  their  chil- 
dren. That  feeling  of  pride  is  heightened  by  the  fact  that  I follow  Mr. 
Adelbert  L.  Safford  in  this  office.  Through  his  foresight  and  his  ex- 
ceptional knowledge  of  education,  and  through  his  able  leadership,  a 
sound  educational  system  has  been  built  in  Reading.  To  keep  that  sys- 
tem at  its  present  high  standard  and  to  keep  continuous  the  progress 
that  has  marked  it,  presents  a very  real  challenge- 

The  foundation  is  solid  and  the  structure  sound.  There  are,  it 
seems  to  me,  several  principal  strengths.  First  is  the  effort  that  is  be- 
ing made  in  all  branches  of  the  work,  including  the  health  and  physi- 
cal education,  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  individual  child.  The  testing 
program  is  an  essential  element  in  that  endeavor.  Through  it,  is  pro- 
vided information  that,  coupled  with  the  teacher’s  experience  and  judg- 
ment, makes  the  adjustment  of  the  work  to  each  child  more  possible 
and  more  certain.  The  promotion  procedure  is  correlated  with  that 
work,  for  it  attempts  through  a study  of  all  available  information  to  see 
that  no  child  is  pushed  into  work  that  will  cause  strain  because  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  not  read}^  or  prepared  for  it.  At  the  same  time  it  aids 
in  setting  up  enriched  work  for  the  gifted  child.  The  schools  should 
teach  success,  not  failure,  and  that  cannot  be  done  by  placing  the  child 
where  he  will  have  to  compete  with  work  for  which  he  is  not  ready 
either  in  natural  endowment  or  in  previous  experience  and  learnings. 

Secondly,  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  present  much  of  the  subject 
matter  in  terms  of  units  of  work  that,  instead  of  appearing  as  so  man^^ 
disconnected  facts,  appeal  to  the  child  as  problems  having  meaning  and 
a bearing  on  his  own  present  life  and  experience.  In  our  life’s  work, 
both  as  children  and  as  adults,  facts  have  meaning  and  interest  onlj'-  as 
they  apply  to  our  daily  life  and  its  problems.  When  knowledge  does 
have  that  application  it  is  more  readily  learned  and  better  retained. 

Thirdly,  the  schools  are  organized  on  the  junior  high  school  basis 
rather  than  on  the  8-4  system.  The  junior  high  school  is  no  longer  an 
experiment.  It  has  demonstrated,  wherever  it  is  well  organized,  that  it 
can  better  meet  the  needs  of  the  children  of  the  age  it  serves  than  did 
the  8-4  system.  At  the  same  time  that  it  meets  those  needs,  through 
its  enriched  program,  it  is  showing  that  the  fundamentals  and  the  col- 
lege preparatory  function  need  not  be  neglected  or  allowed  to  suffer. 
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It  is  not  a panacea ; it  has  weaknesses,  but  the  fundamental  idea  is 
sound. 

Last,  but  of  primary  importance,  is  the  fact  that  Reading  has  a 
staff  of  teachers  who,  on  the  whole,  are  well  trained  and  highly  pro- 
fessional in  their  atttiude  toward  their  work.  A change  in  administra- 
tion cannot  but  make  necessarily  for  them  a period  of  re-adjustment. 
I am  deeply  appreciative  of  the  way  in  which  they  are  meeting  the 
situation. 

In  this  system,  as  in  all  others,  weaknesses  here  and  there  will  in- 
evitab!}'  come  to  light.  V\’e  shall  address  ourselves  to  seeking  out  those 
weaknesses  and  to  correcting  them  as  best  we  can.  The  teachers  of 
Reading  have  demonstrated  and  are  demonstrating  not  only  a willing- 
ness but  also  a desire  to  aid  in  the  studies  that  will  make  for  improve- 
ment. Their  excellent  professional  spirit  makes  further  progress  and 
the  correction  of  defects  easier  and  more  certain. 

Age  cf  Our  Pupils 

Children  should  not  be  put  into  formal  school  work  until  they  are 
sufficiently  mature  mentalh'.  plu'sically,  and  socially.  I feel  that  we 
should  make  a study  as  to  whether  some  of  our  children  are  not  start- 
ing school  before  they  have  reached  that  maturity. 

Children  ev’en  below  our  present  entrance  age  should  have  school 
experience.  It  should,  however,  be  not  in  the  first  grade,  but  in  a pre- 
primary (kindergarten)  room.  The  lack  of  such  classes  is  a weakness 
of  the  Reading  system.  I recognize  that  now  is  not  the  time  to  organ- 
ize them  even  if  there  were  room  to  do  so,  but  the}'  should  be  con- 
sidered in  future  planning. 

Adult  Education 

The  increased  leisure  that  marks  our  time,  and  which  is  apparently 
here  to  stay,  and  the  serious  need  for  education  to  meet  changing  in- 
dustrial, business,  and  social  conditions  make  it  increasingly  evident 
that  Reading  and  all  other  communities  must  give  careful  thought  and 
planning  to  adult  education  programs. 

School  Buildings 

Reading  can  well  be  proud  of  its  junior  high  school  plant.  The 
high  school  building  is  a satisfactory  structure.  It  is,  however,  over- 
crowded and  needs  more  rooms,  as  is  pointed  out  in  more  detail  in 
Mr.  Sussmann’s  report.  In  any  plan  of  enlargement,  consideration 
should  be  given  to  better  physical  education  facilities,  both  as  to  gym- 
nasium and  as  to  playground.  The  primary  buildings  should,  however, 
receive  first  attention.  They  are  hardly  in  keeping  with  the  high  civic 
ideals  that  seem  to  be  typical  of  Reading.  They  are  not  only  over- 
crowded but  are  also  unhygienic,  and  they  certainly  provide  very  little 
protection  against  fire. 

Desirable  Restorations 

As  soon  as  is  economically  possible,  shop  and  domestic  science  work 
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should  be  returned  to  the  grades.  What  they  teach  is  of  value  in’ itself, 
Even  more  important  proljabh'  is  the  part  they  play  in  the  education 
of  the  whole  child,  in  giving  incentive,  and  in  providing  the  only  type 
of  work  with  which  some  children  can  successfully  compete. 

Guidance  work,  both  educational  and  vocational,  in  the  secondary 
schools  should  again  receive  the  full  time  attention  of  a specialist  in 
that  field.  It  is  probably  impossible  for  the  school  to  pick  for  the  child 
a specific  line  of  work.  It  can,  however,  render  him  invaluable  service 
through  directed  stud}'  and  individual  counselling  in  giving  him  a better 
understanding  of  educational  and  vocational  fields  and  in  helping  him  to 
see  for  what  broad  field  of  work  he  is  best  fitted  because  of  his  inter- 
ests and  abilities. 

The  need  to  again  have  another  opportunity  class  is  explained  in 
the  report  of  the  Elementary  Supervisor. 

Salaries 

As  soon  as  it  is  at  all  possible  to  do  so  salary  cuts  should  be  restored. 
According  to  a study  published  on  January  23,  1935  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Teachers  Federation,  136  Alassachusetts  communities  have  al- 
ready made  restorations  entirely  or  in  part.  It  is  apparent  tliat  Read- 
ing is  not  now  in  a good  position  to  compete  for  the  type  of  teachers 
it  desires.  Three  positions  were  made  vacant  by  resignations  at  Christ- 
mas time.  Tw'o  of  those  positions  have  been  filled,  and  we  feel  that  we 
are  fortunate  in  the  teachers  secured.  Yet,  in  seeking  those  tzachers, 
it  was  evident  that  man}^  desirable  persons  were  not  interested  in  our 
positions  at  the  salaries  we  pay.  and.  what  is  more  to  the  point,  that 
there  are  available  at  that  pay  very  f?v.'  of  the  type  of  teachers  that 
Reading  desires.  The  teachers  are  the  schools.  If  Reading  wishes  ta 
secure  good  new  teachers  and  to  keep  those  now  on  the  force,  it  must 
express  that  wish  in  its  salary  schedule. 

Parental  Co-operation 

The  people  of  Reading  are  interested  in  their  schools.  Their  co- 
operation and  backing  are  evidence  of  that  fact.  Such  a situation  is 
highly  desirable,  for  the  schools  can  operate  at  maximum  efficiency  only 
when  there  is  complete  understanding  and  co-operation  between  the 
schools  and  the  parents.  There  must  be  mutual  understanding  of  one 
another’s  problems.  Parents  have  always  been  welcome  visitors.  I 
wish  not  only  to  renew  this  invitation,  I advise  the  parents  to  visit  the 
schools  even  more  often. 

Questions  and  difficulties  regarding  the  work  the  children  are  do- 
ing, marks,  things  that  have  happened  in  the  schools,  etc.,  will  inevitably 
arise.  I would  urge  that  the  parents  go  directly  to  the  teachers  and 
principals  on  these  matters,  for  ordinarily  a better  understanding  of 
seemingly  difficult  situations  will  tend  to  clear  them  up. 

This  report  is  necessarily  quite  general  in  nature  because  of  the 
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brief  time  that  I have  been  in  Reading.  I commend  you  to  the  follow- 
ing reports  of  the  other  supervisory  officers  for  more  specific  details. 

In  closing  I wish  to  express  sincere  appreciation  for  the  help  and 
co-operation  that  has  been  extended  to  the  schools  and  to  me.  The 
community  as  a whole  and  many  of  its  public  and  private  agencies 
have  been  most  helpful.  I am  especially  indebted  to  the  school  staff 
and  to  the  School  Committee. 

Respectfull}^  submitted, 

ARTHUR  E.  PIE'RCE. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ATTENDANCE  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
READING  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  FOR  1934 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Reading,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir : 

In  conformity  with  the  usual  custom  I am  herewith  submitting  for 
your  consideration  and  approval  a report  for  the  }"ear  1934  of  the  work 
in  attendance. 

This  department  endeavors,  in  co-operation  with  other  agencies  in 
the  school  and  communit}^  to  keep  the  children  regularly  in  school  so 
that  they  may  receive  the  great  benefits  w'hich  may  be  derived  from  a 
democratic  educational  system.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  there  is  need 
in  a community  like  ours  for  this  sort  of  work,  but  even  here  we  have 
a certain  amount  of  indifference,  ignorance,  and  illiteracy,  which,  com- 
bined in  most  cases  with  certain  other  factors,  such  as  poverty,  make 
for  poor  school  attendance.  Consequently,  there  is  need  for  continued 
and  vigorous  effort  along  this  line.  As  I have  stated  many  times  be- 
fore in  my  reports,  this  work  is  not  police  work.  It  is  distinctly  social 
service  as  it  means  finding  out  the  cause  of  the  absences,  of  the  tardi- 
nesses, explaining  wh}'  children  should  not  be  dismissed  for  trivial  rea- 
sons, what  makes  them  wish  to  play  truant  and  misbehave.  When  the 
fundamental  causes  are  discovered,  then  and  only  then  can  we  apply 
corrective  measures.  Consequently,  the  person  doing  this  work  in  the 
schools  must  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  children  and  their 
families,  must  be  able  to  make  personal  contacts  properly,  must  be 
familiar  with  other  social  agencies  which  can  or  should  co-operate, 
and  must  have  had  experience  in  handling  difficulties  of  this  nature.  I 
am  glad  to  note  that  you,  as  did  Mr.  Safford  under  whom  I worked  so 
long,  fully  realize  the  need  of  continuing  this  work  along  social  service 
lines. 

The  enrollment  in  our  schools  for  the  year  ending  in  June  1934 
was  2,317.  This  is  a net  enrollment  and  does  not  include  the  so-called 
“supplementary”  list  which  contains  the  names  of  children  enrolled 
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elsewhere  in  the  slate  before  entering  the  Reading  schools  for  the  school 
year  1933-34.  With  the  supplementary  list  included  our  enrollment  is 
slightly  larger  and  of  course  would  give  a true  picture  of  the  exact 
number  for  the  year.  The  total  for  the  year,  therefore,  is  2434 
pupils.  October  1,  1933  we  had  in  actual  membership  2,297  children  in 
all  grades  from  the  first  to  the  post-graduate  year  in  the  high  school 
inclusive.  October  1,  1934  our  age-grade  table  showed  a total  of  2312 
It  is  clear  that  our  numbers  are  increasing  each  year  and  in  June  1935 
our  total  will  be  still  larger. 

AGE  GRADE  TABLE 


Reading 

Schools,  Oct. 

1,  1934. 

Grade: 

Ages 

5 6 7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20  Tis 

1 

67  no  19 

1 

197  ^ 

2 

2 62  107 

27 

2 

200 

3 

2 54 

61 

29 

7 

153 

4 

3 

99 

66 

27 

8 

1 

204 

5 

10 

100 

67 

28 

6 

2 

213 

6 

7 

94 

67 

19 

8 

1 

196  - 

7 

3 

76 

77 

24 

7 

3 

190 

8 

9 

64 

79 

28 

5 

2 

1 

188 

9 

16 

59 

64 

27 

8 

3 

177 

10 

3 

73 

87 

33 

13 

1 

210 

11 

10 

57 

58 

32 

7 

2 

166 

12 

9 

59 

62 

17 

4 

151 

13 

4 

14 

10 

28 

Sub-Normal 

1 

2 

7 

3 

6 

6 

9 

2 

2 

1 

39 

Ungraded 

Totals  69  174  183 

; 199  206  205 

191 

189 

181 

192  190  166  126 

35 

6 

2,312 

The  School  Census  taken  in  October  1933  by  the  seniors  of  the 
High  School  gave  us  325  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  7 years ; 
1,372  between  the  ages'  of  7 and  14;  and  392  between  the  ages  of  14  and 
16  years.  We  keep  census  cards  on  file  for  all  these  ages  and  for  those 
over  16  and  under  21 ; the  latter  in  order  to  have  available  information 
for  working  certificates.  We  have  also  filed  away  cards  which  go  back 
to  at  least  ten  j^ears  previous  to  1934  for  those  who  have  moved  away, 
died,  or  reached  the  age  of  21  years.  This  year’s  census  has  not  been 
fully  checked  as  yet  due  to  pressure  of  other  work  in  the  office,  but  no 
doubt  the  seniors  have  done  a good  job  in  rounding  up  nearly  every- 
one in  town  of  school  age. 

Work  certificates  have  been  issued  to  few  this  year  because  con- 
ditions are  not  favorable  for  young  people  who  wish  to  go  to  work.  In 
addition  to  this  is  the  fact  that  young  people  in  Reading  quite  gener- 
ally remain  in  school  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  and  many  between 
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lo  irid  21  are  still  in  school  here  or  elsewhere  adding  to  the  sum  of 
thetr  knowledge  and  training  for  the  future.  Reading  has  always  been 
conspicuous  for  the  number  of  minors  who  continue  in  school  through 
the  high  school  and  beyond. 

Naturally  my  work  does  not  lie  especially  with  the  group  of  homes 
which  tries  so  hard  to  add  to  the  education  of  their  children,  but  is 
confined  almost  exclusively  to  those  homes  where  we  find  our  under- 
privileged children.  We  have  more  of  these  than  most  people 
realize.  Backed  by  the  authority  of  the  law  regarding  compulsory 
education,  the  interested  support  of  the  School  Committee,  and  the  aid 
I receive  from  other  sympathetic  individuals  and  from  our  social  agen- 
cies, public  and  private,  I hope  to  continue  in  1935  along  the  same  lines 
as  in  the  past.  This  means  follow-up  of  reported  cases,  visits  to  the 
homes  to  investigate  conditions,  interesting  the  proper  persons  or  so- 
cieties where  they  can  be  of  service,  and  enforcement  of  school  regu- 
lations so  far  as  possible  without  recourse  to  the  courts.  Twice  this 
year  we  have  gone  to  the  court  for  help,  which  has  been  forthcoming. 
Two  boys  are  now  in  Chelmsford  where  they  are  receiving  the  benefit 
of  regular  schooling,  clean  and  healthy  environment,  and  wise  training 
in  citizenship.  This  they  could  not  receive  in  their  homes  and  both 
were  following  a path  that  would  eventually  lead  them  into  crime  when 
they  were  sent  to  the  county  training  school.  I fear  that  some  other 
cases  must  soon  be  referred  to  the  court  for  disposition,  as  we  are  not 
making  any  progress  with  them  ourselves  at  the  present  time. 

Respectfully  submitted 

ABIGAIL  H.  MINGO 

Supervisor  of  Attendance 


REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGER  OF  THE  SCHOOL  LUNCHES  FOR 
YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1934 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Reading,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir ; 

.\t  this  time  I wish  to  submit  a brief  report  concerning  the  opera- 
tion of  the  School  Lunches  for  the  past  year.  As  you  know,  there  are 
three  of  these  cafeteria  lunches  run  in  the  schools ; one  at  the  Senior 
High  School,  one  at  the  Junior  High  School,  and  one  at  the  Highland 
School.  They  have  been  run  in  the  same  wa}'  as  during  the  years  pre- 
ceding this  one  and  always  the  cooks  have  tried  each  year  to  give 
better  service  and  more  appetizing  choices  for  the  children  who  pa- 
tronize them.  Our  menus,  which  have  been  passed  on  to  you  from  time 
to  time,  show  the  prices  to  be  relatively  low  and  the  choices  relatively 
good.  We  have  made  one  distinct  improvement  to  which  we  wish  to 
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call  attention ; that  is,  we  are  now  serving  the  very  best  grade  of  ice 
cream  for  the  same  price  at  which  we  formerly  offered  the  regular 
grade  last  year.  This  French-American  ice  cream,  so-called,  has  a 
higher  butter  fat  content  as  w'ell  as  a lower  bacteria  count  and  more 
solid  content.  In  every  w^ay  it  is  better  and  with  it  goes  a very  crisp 
and  tasty  cone,  the  best  we  can  buy.  We  urge  the  parents  of  the  chil- 
dren who  eat  at  our  lunches  to  come  themselves  and  eat  lunch  there 
once  in  a while. 

The  lunches  have  managed,  in  spite  of  the  low  prices  and  the  lack 
of  buying  pow'er  of  the  children,  to  end  the  year  with  all  bills  paid  and 
some  stock  on  hand  to  start  with  in  1935.  When  one  realizes  that  the 
town  subsidizes  the  lunches  only  in  so  far  as  the  quarters  are  furnished, 
with  gas  for  cooking,  (or  electricity  in  one  school),  and  that  all  the 
help,  some  equipment,  and  all  iood  are  paid  for  from  the  receipts,  he 
understands  that  there  must  be  in  the  personnel  very  careful  and  eco- 
nomical persons. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  retaining  the  services  of  these  faithful 
workers.  Without  high  grade  help  it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain 
our  very  high  standards  of  cleanliness  and  quality.  We  welcome  in- 
spection for  these  factors,  which,  combined  with  pleasing  and  courteous 
ways  with  the  children  and  teachers,  characterize  our  lunch  room  women. 
There  is  much  more  need  of  these  qualities  here  than  appears  at  first. 
Children  need  to  be  met  everywhere  by  courtesy  and  kindness  if  we 
expect  them  to  show  these  characteristics  to  us.  This  element  of  graci- 
ousness I expect  our  women  to  show.  Women  who  have  lived  in  high 
grade  homes  themselves  are  the  type  we  wish  to  have  serving  our 
children  in  Reading,  who,  in  large  part,  come  from  such  homes. 

As  to  plans  for  the  future,  we  are  open  to  suggestions  if  anyone 
can  give  us  concrete  examples  of  such  improvements  as  we  are  able  to 
handle  without  running  into  debt.  At  all  costs  w’e  have  to  keep  on  the 
right  side  of  the  ledger.  When  we  can’t  do  that,  we  shall  have  to  close. 
We  feel  that  we  are  doing  a service  to  the  children  and  hope  we  may 
he  able  to  continue  for  some  time  to  come  in  much  the  same  way  and 
with  much  the  same  results. 

The  Committee  has  had  from  time  to  time  financial  reports  show- 
ing receipts  and  expenditures,  and  I am  sure  they  understand  that  our 
aim  is  merely  to  insure  a very  small  margin  of  profit  in  order  to  meet 
bills  and  payrolls  as  they  come  along.  As  I have  stated  abovp,  the  close 
of  the  year  finds  us  entirely  out  of  debt  with  a small  amount  of  goods 
on  hand  to  start  the  new  year  with. 

Respectfully  submitted 

• ABIGAIL  H.  MINGO 

Manager  and  Treasurer  of  Lunches 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Reading,  Massachusetts 
Dear  Sir : 

It  is  most  fitting  to  note  at  the  outset  of  this  report  that  the  United 
States  from  coast  to  coast  is  celebrating  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
American  high  school.  How  vastly  different  is  the  modern  high  school 
from  the  first  free  public  high  school  of  1635.  The  Boston  Latin  School 
three  hundred  years  ago  offered  a handful  of  boys  the  Latin  Classics 
as  their  preparation  for  living,  and  history  records  that  the  graduates 
became  as  a whole  useful  citizens.  Today  twenty-three  hundred  high 
schools,  with  a quarter  of  a million  teachers  and  administrators,  are 
training  six  million  boys  and  girls  to  be  useful  citizens.  That  the 
greatest  bulwark  that  we  have  against  oppression,  communism  and 
revolution  is  our  public  schools,  and  more  cspeciall}^  our  public  high 
schools,  no  reasonable  person  will  deny. 

The  history  of  the  school  system  in  Reading  is  one  of  which  its  citi- 
zens can  be  justly  proud.  Settled  by  citizens  who  were  accustomed  to 
recognize  leaders  and  elect  them  to  govern  their  town  departments  in 
a truly  American  manner,  Reading  was  assured  of  a good  school  sys- 
tem. What  is  best  for  the  children  has  in  the  past  been  the  slogan 
of  Reading  fathers  and  mothers,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
this  necessarily  fundamental  concept  for  the  safeguarding  of  our  public 
school  system  still  continues.  Here  in  Reading,  as  in  all  American 
communities  for  three  centuries,  thinkers  and  statesmen  have  known 
that  -the  only  agency  calculated  to  lead  to  social  well-being  is  a public 
school  system.  The  school  system,  however,  is  not  education ; it  is 
only  the  “administrator  of  public  instruction  and  serves  a useful  pur- 
pose only  as  it  transmits  to  the  children  the  essentials  of  civilized  life.” 

As  noted  in  former  reports,  the  public  at  large  still  measures  the 
quality  of  its  high  school  by  those  who  succeed  in  entering  and  re- 
maining in  college.  On  this  score  the  Reading  High  School  has  always 
rated  high  as  a study  of  records  and  reports  will  show.  The  faculty, 
however,  is  equally  concerned  with  the  educational  results  attained  by 
the  non-college  pupil.  By  its  comprehensive  plan  and  by  the  varied 
educational  opportunities  afforded  by  the  Reading  High  School,  a defi- 
nite attempt  is  made  to  adjust  teaching  procedures  to  the  capacities  of 
the  pupils.  Whenever  the  life  interests  of  the  individual  pupil  can  be 
determined,  an  effort  is  made  to  help  the  pupil  prepare  for  this  ob- 
jective. Members  of  the  faculty  are  continually  trying  to  find  out  the 
life  interest  of  the  pupil  so  that  they  may  be  of  most  help  in  directing 
the  learning  of  those  in  their  charge.  , 

The  faculty,  however,  recognizes  that  we  are  all  living  in  a practi- 
cal world  and  that  throughout  life  runs  a thread  of  minimum  essentials 
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which  we  must  master  if  we  are  to  be  educated  and  of  social  value  to 
our  community.  There  is  no  disputing  the  fact  that  the  individual 
must  come  into  adjustment  with  the  world  and  that  the  world  will 
not  adjust  to  him.  Fortunately  in  Reading  we  have  avoided  the  pit- 
falls  of  “soft  pedagogy”  and  have  clung  tenaciously  to  certain  funda- 
mentals of  learning.  The  mastery  of  the  vernacular,  proper  grounding 
in  the  manipulation  of  figures,  an  intelligent  understanding  of  the  print- 
ed or  written  word,  and  a knowldege  of  the  traditions  of  civilization 
with  special  emphasis  on  their  application  to  our  present  day  problems 
of  living,  would  seem  to  be  the  mimimum  results  that  could  be  reason- 
ably expected  of  a public  school.  To  quote  from  a speech  by  Professor 
Henry  W.  Prescott : “The  art  of  living  happily  and  effectively  is  in  a 
large  measure  the  same  for  all  of  us  so  far  as  education  properly  so- 
called  may  contribute  to  it.  In  my  opinion  the  objective  of  general  ed- 
ucation should  be  first,  the  development  of  clear  thinking  leading  to  in- 
telligent action ; second,  convincing  and  persuasive  expression  as  a 
medius  of  expressing  thought ; third,  the  development  of  an  imagination 
sensitive  to  the  effects  of  literature,  music,  and  the  plastic  arts;  fourth 
the  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  past  and  the  environment  of 
the  present  in  those  respects  that  vitallj'-  affect  intelligent  activity  in  our 
present  day  world-” 

In  all  our  courses,  and  especially  those  not  in  the  college  curricula, 
we  aim  to  use  such  methods  as  will  develop  valid  reasoning  as  exempli- 
fied by  fundamental  established  laws.  We  avoid  in  our  teaching  as 
much  as  possible  stuffing  the  student  with  purely  descriptive  material 
and  lay  stress  on  the  practice  of  rigorous  thinking.  In  our  general 
curriculum  we  stress  each  year  English  (with  constant  reference  to 
grammar  to  emphasize  the  close  interrelation  of  valid  thought  and 
clear  expression)  ; reading  within  capacities  of  the  individual  so  as  to 
develop  an  appetite  for  a continuance  of  this  civilizing  agency;  mathe- 
matics in  some  form  because  of  its  usefulness  in  any  walk  of  life  as  well 
as  the  value  it  has  in  developing  a disciplined  intellect;  a social  science, 
with  special  reference  to  the  social,  economic  and  cultural  consequences 
of  the  industrial  revolution  which  has  so  profoundly  affected  modern 
life  ; and  a natural  science  which  helps  us  to  understand  the  meaning 
of  the  world  about  us.  This,  then,  is  the  backbone  of  our  general  course 
in  which  we  find  most  of  our  pupils.  It  is  our  aim  to  develop  habits  of 
critical  analysis  and  close  reasoning  rather  than  to  develop  an  encyclo- 
pedic mind. 

Winston  Churchill,  just  home  from  the  Boer  War,  gave  his  cousin, 
Shane  Leslie,  at  Eaton,  the  following  advice : “Don’t  turn  your  mind 
into  an  ammunition  wagon.  Turn  it  into  a rifle  to  fire  off  other  people’s 
ammunition.”  This  is  the  philosophy  behind  our  examinations  in  which 
we  firmly  believe.  We  believe  this  is  one  way  to  keep  up  the  morale 
of  scholarship,  just  as  athletic  morale  is  kept  up  by  competition.  The 
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public  honors  the  boy  or  girl  who  can  do  things  and  prove  his  worth 
under  test.  Of  course,  good  tests  can  be  developed  in  some  subjects 
far  better  than  others.  This  is  another  reason  for  our  fundamental 
general  curriculum  for  all.  It  gives  the  student  a broader  view  of  the 
progress  he  has  made  and  a better  measure  of  the  mental  power  he 
has  developed. 

Latin 

From  time  to  time  certain  subjects  drop  from  the  curricula  of 
schools.  After  a period  those  of  really  fundamental  value  re-appear. 
In  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a tendency,  because  of  economic 
reasons  and  because  of  the  fact  that  non-scholastic  pupils  have  in- 
creased in  number  in  the  high  schools  of  the  country,  to  look  askance 
at  the  teaching  of  Latin  and  higher  mathematics.  Even  to  consider  the 
elimination  of  these  subjects  is,  of  course,  absurd.  There  will,  we  hope 
always  be  pupils  in  our  schools  who  have  high  scholastic  ability  and 
these,  as  well  as  the  non-scholastic  pupil,  should  receive  their  share 
of  attention.  I quote  here  from  Henry  C.  Morrison,  former  Commis- 
sioner of  Education  in  New  Hampshire,  now  of  Chicago  University. 
“The  subjects  which  were  chiefly  prized  as  instruments  of  mental  train- 
ing, notably  Latin  and  mathematics,  lent  themselves  readily  to  disci- 
pline in  the  proper  intellectual  sense.  When  they  were  taught  well, 
there  was  little  room  for  vagueness  and  uncertainty.  More  than  that, 
the  character  of  the  material  itself  and  a long  pedagogical  tradition 
made  it  comparatively  easy  to  teach  well.  When  an  equation  was  solved, 
it  was  solved,  and  the  process  could  be  proved.  When  a sentence  was 
construed,  it  was  construed,  and  the  purely  logical  import  was  clear. 
When  the  pupil  did  his  work,  he  came  to  grips  with  reality  and  the  sub- 
ject matter  lent  itself  easily  to  constraint  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 

Intellectual  discipline  ....  was  thus  administered,  at  least  so  far  as 

the  subject  itself  was  useful  in  cultural  development.  The  process  is 

far  from  being  as  easy  in  the  physical  sciences  and  still  less  in  the 
social  sciences.  In  these  fields,  a similar  end  can  be  achieved  only  by 
severe  logical  arrangement  of  subject  matter  for  teaching  purposes. 
Thoroughgoing  instruction  in  Latin  was  capable  of  yielding  true  learn- 
ing products,  or  personal  adaptations  in  the  field  of  insights  in  the 
structure  of  language,  and  that  is  pretty  nearly  equivalent  to  instruc- 
tion in  the  thinking  process  itself.” 

Home  Study  and  Subject  Mastery 

So  many  pupils  fail  because  they  will  not  apply  themselves  to  the 
daily  task  of  learning  each  day’s  lesson  thoroughly.  The  learning  pro- 
cess is  an  individual  matter.  The  individual  must  do  his  own  learning, 
and  by  himself.  The  teachers  lead  the  way,  explain,  help,  demonstrate, 
but  the  student  must  do  his  own  learning.  When  a student  (often  the 
parent)  complains  that  he  is  not  interested  in  his  subject,  in  most  cases 
it  means  that  the  student  has  neglected  the  study  of  his  assignments 
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and,  therefore  has  not  mastered  the  subject,  “Interest  is  but  the  name 
of  a piece  of  learning  after  the  latter  has  been  incorporated  and  by 
reason  of  which  the  latter  breeds  more  learning.”  I wish  to  urge  on 
the  parents  the  necessity  of  their  co-operation  in  the  matter  of  home 
lesson  preparation. 

Health 

The  educatability  of  an  individual  depends,  of  course,  on  many  fac- 
tors. Prime  among  these  is  the  question  of  health.  Under  the  general 
guidance  of  Director  of  Physical  Education  Philip  W.  Althoff  and  Di- 
rector of  Health  Mabel  M.  Brown,  there  has  been  developed  a good 
workable  health  program.  All  students  are  carefully  weighed  and 
measured  three  times  a year,  physical  exercise  is  prescribed  for  all,  and 
home  conditions  are  investigated  and  measures  taken  to  render  as- 
sistance and  give  advice  wherever  needed.  Our  general  program  for 
physical  education  is  better  than  ever.  It  includes  not  only  the  usual 
competitive  sports  but  also  many  carry-over  activities,  such  as  swim- 
ming, riding,  tennis  and  rhythmic  dancing.  No  child  needs  be  without 
healthful  exercises.  Not  only  the  physical  education  teachers  partici- 
pate in  the  direction  of  this  program  of  athletics  for  all,  but  several  of 
our  class  room  teachers  who  are  qualified  lend  a hand. 

As  reported  in  other  years,  the  lighting  in  the  senior  high  school  is 
bad.  While  there  is  considerable  current  used  in  producing  light  oh 
dull  days,  the  location  of  the  electric  lamps  is  such  that  much  of  the 
illumination  is  wasted.  The  light  rays  are  not  properly  directed.  The 
best  lighting  engineering  skill  should  be  employed  to  correct  this 
serious  fault  which  is  apparent  to  even  a non-technical  observer.  We 
can  learn  an  important  lesson  from  bill  board  advertisers.  They  know 
how  to  ilLiminate  their  boards,  so  he  who  “runs  may  read.”  Why 
should  not  our  school  blackboards  be  as  well  lighted  as  a sign  board, 
advertising  many  things  which  are  undoubtedly  of  far  less  value  to 
our  growing  youth  than  the  subject  matter  presented  to  them  on  our 
school  boards? 

Guidance 

In  the  Reading  High  School  the  principal  is  the  chief  guidance 
officer.  He  has,  however,  the  very  able  assistance  of  the  entire  faculty. 
Our  home  room  system  lends  itself  splendidly  to  a guidance  program, 
which,  because  of  its  impersonal  and  non-institutional  nature,  is  ideal. 
Students  have  a daily  half  hour  in  their  home  rooms.  Home  room 
teachers  have  a personal  record  of  their  students  as  a basis  for  advice. 
Proper  adjustment  of  courses,  directive  rather  than  corrective  methods, 
and  a knowledge  of  the  personal  ambitions  of  the  pupils  is  the  basis 
of  our  guidance  program.  Whenever  the  individual  fails  to  respond  to 
the  established  stimuli  of  his  school  environment  and  the  reason  is 
found  to  be  lack  of  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  home,  action  is 
taken  by  some  member  of  the  faculty  to  contact  the  home.  More  often 


151 


than  not  satisfactory  results  ensue.  We  are  continually  expanding 
this  program. 

Music 

The  Reading  High  School  Band  has  achieved  more  than  a local 
reputation  for  excellence.  Starting  as  a small  unit  five  years  ago  it 
is  now  a sizable  organization  of  more  than  thirty  pieces.  This  organi- 
zation, as  well  as  the  orchestra  and  chorus,  has  mastered  worth  while 
scores  and  has  added  much  to  the  cultural  atmosphere  and  pleasure  of 
school  life.  Coupled  with  a course  in  music  appreciation  and  one  in 
voice  culture,  our  music  department,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Samuel 
A.  W.  Peck,  is  at  last  beginning  to  take  its  proper  place  in  our  educa- 
tional program. 

Enrollment 

While  our  school  is  larger  than  ever  before  in  its  history,  and  while 
there  are  many  physical  improvements  that  would  be  welcome,  we  are 
as  a whole  comfortably  quartered.  In  one  respect,  however,  we  are 
seriousl}^  handicapped  and  a study  considering  the  ways  and  means  of 
improvement  of  this  particular  aspect  of  our  high  school  should  be 
considered.  I refer  to  the  study  periods  in  school.  We  have  the  longer 
school  day,  which,  theoretically,  is  organized  to  allow  the  student  time 
to  study  under  direction  at  school.  As  the  school  operates  now,  it  is 
impossible  to  have  the  students  study  in  rooms  where  there  are  no 
recitations  going  on.  This  means  that  a student  attempting  to  prepare 
iiis  history  lesson,  for  instance,  may  find  himself  in  the  back  of  a room 
where  a mathematics  recitation  is  going  on.  It  is  obviously  impossible 
for  the  teacher  to  devote  any  time  to  the  supervision  of  the  student 
studying  history  while  teaching  mathematics.  Thus,  the  student  is  left 
to  his  own  devices  except  in  the  matter  of  discipline,  and  he  is  hamp- 
ered in  his  study  by  the  fact  that' a recitation  is  going  on  in  the  front 
of;  the  room.  There  are  several  solutions  to  this  problem  : making  pos- 
sible the  use  of  the  boys’  lunch  room  through  certain  structural  and 
heating  changes ; using  the  library  as  a study  room,  which  would  also 
necessitate  changes  in  furniture  and  also  additional  heating;  other 
more  elaborate  building  changes,  and  curriculum  changes.  If  we  are  to 
continue  the  longer  school  day  with  supervised  study  at  school  more 
equipment  and  additional  teachers  are  necessary. 

I would  again  refer  to  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  report  in  which 
we  make  passing  note  of  early  secondary  education  in  the  country. 
These  early  schools  stressed  not  only  the  three  ‘‘Rs”  but  also  a fourth 
one.  This  “R”  was  righteousness.  In  those  days  expediency  was  not 
necessarily  compatible  with  what  was  right.  The  pragmatic  idea  of 
“if  one  can  get  away  with  it,  it’s  all  right”  had  not  yet  become  a popu- 
lar idea.  Education  as  a means  of  perpetuating  the  ideals  of  Ameri- 
can. Democrac}'^  and  good  citizenship  was  the  current  ideal  of  both  par- 
ent and  pupil  in  1635.  One  hundred — two  hundred — three  hundred 
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years  ago  the  home  co-operated  in  imposing  this  ideal  of  education, 
sometimes  rather  vigorously,  but  in  any  event  usually  effectively.  Since 
these  early  days  American  education  has  survived  the  ravages  and  raids 
of  many  a depression.  It  has  been  at  its  lowest  ebb  when  the  fourth 
“R”  was  neglected  and  when  old  and  tried  methods  were  questioned 
and  new  and  untried  panaceas  and  experiments  introduced.  And  so  in 
closing  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  quote  from  a recent  article  by  Joseph 

L.  Powers,  Headmaster  since  1929  of  the  Boston  Latin  School.  “.. 

But  this  old  school  has  seen  generation  after  generation  of  boys  pass 
out  through  its  doors  and,  despite  the  uniformity  of  their  rigidly  classi- 
cal training,  win  for  themselves  eminence  in  widely  various  fields  of 
human  endeavor.  It  will  take  a good  deal  of  persuading  to  break  down 
our  conviction  that  it  is  possible  to  develop  trained  intelligence.” 

Our  future  is  uncertain,  our  institutions  are  in  a state  Of  flux.  But 
does  this  necessitate  that  we  rush  feverishly  into  fresh  educational  ex- 
periments? I think  not.  Now,  if  ever,  is  the  time  to  emphasize  certain 
educational  standards  and  truths.  We  must  urge  our  teachers  to  in- 
sist that  students  produce  work  on  a high  level,  that  shoddy  work  in 
any  form  is  not  acceptable,  that  if  time  does  not  permit  to  do  a whole 
lesson  then  at  least  that  part  which  is  done  should  be  done  thoroughly 
and  well.  We  must  insist  that  the  students  develop  the  habit  of  think- 
ing for  themselves  and  thinking  straight  to  the  point.  We  must  imbue 
them  with  the  spirit  of  stick-to-itiveness,  with  the  desire  to  finish  the 
job  and  finish  it  right.  We  must  continue  to  point  out  that  only  by 
individual  effort  and  by  that  alone  can  a student  hope  to  acquire  an 
education.  Further  than  this  the  student  must  be  brought  to  realize 
that  the  state  does  not  support  education  for  the  sake  of  the  student 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  individual.  The  state  does  not  owe  this  duty 
to  the  pupil  in  school.  The  state  considers  education  as  an  investment. 
It  expects  in  return  loyal,  useful,  intelligent,  co-operative  citizenship  on 
the  part  of  him  who  accepts  this  freely-given  chance  to  acquire  an 
education.  One  has  but  to  note  the  orderly  manner  in  which  this 
country  is  adjusting  itself  to  new  conditions  for  justification  of  our 
faith  in  public  education.  In  few  other  countries  of  the  world  has  this 
adjustment  to  new  economic  conditions  taken  the  orderly  form  and 
procedure  that  it  has  in  America — without  violence,  without  panic, 
without  hysteria.  Through  the  ordinary  channels  of  government 
America  is  adjusting  itself  to  the  conditions  in  which  the  world  finds 
itself.  ■ 

Those  familiar  with  the  high  school  teachers  in  Reading  recognize 
that  we  are  fortunate  in  having,  on  the  whole,  a superior  staff,  who,  in 
spite  of  salary  cut  and  increased  pupil  load,  are  giving  their  best  to  the 
children.  It  is  imperative,  however,  that  Reading  citizens  recognize  the 
fact  that  good  teachers  are  as  scarce  as  ever  and  that  we  are  in  com- 
petition with  other  towns  in  the  matter  of  salary.  Reading  must  con- 
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tinuc  to  roakc  teaching  positions  attractive  if  it  is  to  keep  its  superior 


teachers. 

1934  enrollment — ’Sophomores  189 

Juniors  180 

Seniors  136 

Post  Graduates  42 

547 

College  enrollment  18 


Respectfully  submitted, 

RUDOLF  SUSSAIANN,  PrincipaL 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSTRUCTOR  IN  MUSIC,  JUNIOR  AND 
SENSOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS,  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1934 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

My  dear  Air.  Pierce  : 

For  the  past  three  years  the  music  department  in  the  Reading  Pub- 
lic Schools  has  been  planning  and  evolving  a well-rounded  and  well- 
balanced  program  of  music  education.  All  three  phases  of  music  study,, 
namely ; the  vocal,  instrumental  and  theoretical  (including  music  ap- 
preciation) are  now  receiving  their  due  emphasis  in  the  present  course 
of  study. 

The  instrumental  work  in  the  schools  is  firmly  established,  with 
orchestras  in  both  the  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools,  a band  in  the 
Senior  High  School,  and  instrumental  classes  for  students  of  all  the 
grades. 

The  type  of  music  played  b}'  the  instrumental  groups  is  largely 
governed  by  the  suggested  lists  of  music  which  are  given  out  by  the 
State  and  New  England  Alusic  Festival  Associations.  The  High  School 
Band  is  now  classified  as  a class  “B”  band,  since  the  enrollment  at  the 
high  school  exceeds  500.  This  means  that  at  the  State  and  All-New 
England  Music  Festivals  the  Reading  band  is  required  to  play  pieces 
of  a certain  degree  of  difficulty.  At  the  Alassachusetts  State  Alusic 
Festival  held  in  Alelrose  on  Alay  12.  our  band  received  an  Honor  Rating 
of  “Excellent”  on  its  performance  of  the  required  numbers.  In  1935 
the  band  expects  to  participate  in  both  the  State  and  the  New  Eng- 
land Alusic  Festivals  which  are  to  be  held  in  Quincy,  Mass.,  and  in 
Newport,  R.  I.  respective!}',  some  time  in  Alay. 

The  Reading  Pligh  School  was  represented  by  Elsdon  Richardson, 
principal  clarinetist  in  the  high  school  orchestra,  in  the  New  England 
Festival  High  School  Orchestra  which  performed  at  Hampton  Beach, 
N.  H.,  in  June,  as  a part  of  the  New  England  Alusic  Festival  program. 
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The  choice  of  the  vocal  music  which  is  used  in  the  public  schools 
is  governed  by  two  principles.  First,  the  object  of  music  instruction 
in  the  public  schools  is  not  to  make  musicians  of  the  students,  but 
rather  to  fit  the  music  into  their  normal,  general  life,  where  its  artistic 
leaven  may  work  toward  higher  elevation.  Second,  the  function  of  an 
educational  work  is  not  to  present  merely  what  the  student  likes  in 
his  commonplace  moments,  but  rather  to  offer  that  which  he  will 
recognize  and  love  as  belonging  to  his  higher  moods. 

Between  the  music  that  merely  fits  the  lower  levels  of  life  and  the 
great  and  permanent  music  that  demands  for  its  appreciation  mature 
experience  in  life  and  musical  scholarship,  there  is  a middle  ground 
where  can  be  found  material  that  is  thoroughly  acceptable  to  the 
musicians,  as  well  as  attractive  to  young  people.  Such  music  is  dis- 
tinctly artistic  to  the  student,  in  that  it  stimulates  the  imagination, 
sensibilities,  and  finer  impulses ; also  an  acquaintance  with  it  quickens 
the  desire  for  fuller  knowledge  and  experience.  This  is  the  type  of 
music  with  which  the  vocal  groups  in  our  Reading  schools  come  in 
direct  contact. 

Some  music  appreciation  is  given  as  a part  of  every  regular  music 
class  period  in  the  Junior  High  School;  and  in  the  Senior  High  School 
a course  is  given  in  this  subject,  the  class  meeting  daily. 

A want  for  victrola  records  and  good  victrolas  is  still  keenly  felt, 
although  the  music  department  has  on  hand  some  old  records  which 
were  donated  by  some  of  the  townspeople  here  in  Reading  during  the 
past  year. 

In  closing  may  I thank  you  and  the  School  Committee  for  the 
fine  moral  support  that  the  Reading  Symphony  Orchestra  has  received 
since  its  inception  nearly  four  years  ago.  This  orchestra  probably  has 
done  more  to  raise  the  standards  of  instrumental  music  in  the  public 
schools  than  any  other  single  influence,  since  it  regularly  includes  in 
its  membership  about  a dozen  high  school  students. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  A.  W.  PECK 


REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL,  1934 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Reading,  Massachusetts 
My  dear  Mr.  Pierce 

In  looking  back  upon  the  year  just  closed,  I feel  that  commendable 
progress  has  been  made  in  several  ways. 

I called  attention  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  fact  that  the  course  in 
“Introduction  to  Business”  had  been  completely  revised  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  a much  broader  approach  to  the  business  field  with  consider- 
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able  emphasis  upon  business  information  and  principles  needed  by  the 
average  citizen.  I feel  that  the  most  progress  has  been  made  in 
that  course  this  year  in  the  careful  selection  of  actual  life  cases  as  a 
medium  through  which  certain  principles  could  be  made  clearer  and 
more  vital  to  the  pupils.  May  I illustrate  by  means  of  a few  cases  in 
point.  Unit  II  deals  with  the  Management  of  Money  in  one’s  personal 
affairs,  and  in  business.  Here  are  a few  of  the  life  situation  cases 
wdiich  are  used  in  class  to  make  the  principles  involved  real  and  vital. 
All  of  them  have  a basis  of  fact,  although  in  some  cases  the  true  names 
have  not  been  used. 

Case  11.  George  Jarvis — Handling  Money  and  Making  Change. 

Case  12.  John  Richardson — Setting  Up  a Budget. 

Case  17.  Carl  Henderson — Short  Time  Financing:  Borrowing  on 
Notes. 

Case  21.  Manville  Shoe  Manufacturing  Co. — Fong  Time  Financing 
for  a New  Building. 

Case  25.  Mr.  Avery  Harwood — Lifelong  Savings  Plan. 

In  the  Social  Science  Department,  I believe  that  progress  has  been 
achieved  in  two  directions. 

Heretofore,  there  has  been  a break  in  the  chronological  continuity 
of  the  social  science  course  from  the  sixth  grade  through  the  ninth 
grade,  by  interposing  the  content  of  economic  geography  taught  in  the 
seventh  grade,  between  a study  of  old  world  backgrounds  taught  in  the 
sixth  grade  and  the  history  of  American  people  and  modern  times  taught 
in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades.  By  interchanging  the  content  of  work 
in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  we  now  have  an  unbroken  story  of 
man’s  progress  from  the  beginnings  of  civilization  and  through  the  his- 
tory of  the  American  people  to  the  present  time.  A new  textbook  called 
“Exploring  American  History”  by  Casner  and  Gabriel  has  been  intro- 
duced for  the  seventh  grade  course  which  gives  a simpler  treatment  of 
history  than  did  the  Rugg  book  used  in  the  eighth  grade. 

It  should  be  re-emphasized  that  our  program  of  social  science  is 
not  a displacement  of  geography,  history  and  civics,  but  rather  it  is  an 
effort  to  get  closer  co-operation  between  those  subjects  and  to  use  them 
more  directly  in  interpreting  conditions  of  societ}^  today.  A more  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  content  of  the  Social  Science  course  in  the 
junior  High  School  appeared  in  last  year’s  report,  as  well  as  a brief 
consideration  of  advantages  in  the  problem  method  of  approach  used  in 
the  construction  of  work  sheets  designed  to  aid  the  pupil  in  study. 

Progress,  too,  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  new  work 
sheets  as  study  aids  for  pupils  in  the  new  seventh  grade  history  course, 
as  well  as  in  the  revision  of  work  sheets  used  in  the  ninth  grade  course. 
All  of  this  work  requires  an  endless  amount  of  time  and  energy  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers  in  the  department. 

In  the  Physical  Education  Department,  mention  should  be  made 
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of  the  very  complete  syllabus  prepared  last  summer  by  Mrs.  Tyacke 
giving  in  detail  the  objective  and  procedures  of  the  year’s  work  for 
the  girls  in  that  department.  It  is  an  excellent  piece  of  work  deserv- 
ing the  highest  commendation. 

iDue  to  the  changes  in  teacher  personnel  last  year,  the  Art  Depart- 
ment was  pretty  well  demoralized  both  as  to  pupil  conduct  and  achieve- 
ment. However,  Mrs.  Frost  has  succeeded  in  greatly  improving  order 
and  morale  in  the  art  classes,  and  I consider  that  at  the  present  time 
she  is  achieving  very  good  results. 

Survey  tests  on  Mastery  of  Fundamentals  administered  by  the 
Mathematics  Department  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  school  year 
were  both  encouraging  and  discouraging.  The  ninth  grade  as  a group 
were  well  above  the  median  of  their  grade  in  their  command  of  funda- 
mental operations ; the  eighth  grade  were  at  grade  level ; but  the 
seventh  grade  pupils  fell  badly  below  the  norm  for  their  grade  in  their 
ability  to  deal  with  processes  in  the  fundamental  operations  of  addi- 
tion, subtraction,  multiplication  and  division  of  whole  numbers,  frac- 
tions and  decimals.  This  survey  test  was  followed  later  by  the  Bus- 
well-John  test  in  fundamental  arithmetical  processes.  On  the  basis  of 
this  more  completely  diagnostic  test,  the  regular  work  of  the  seventh 
grade  according  to  the  existing  course  of  study  was  modified  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  pupils.  Mrs.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Rich  report  satisfactory 
progress. 

This  is  illustrative  of  the  fact  that  whereas  the  Junior  High  School 
offers  a broad  and  enriched  program  of  studies,  it  is  not  unmindful  of 
its  responsibility  relative  to  mastery  of  the  so-called  fundamentals. 

I am  particularly  well  pleased  with  the  interest  that  is  being  ex- 
hibited this  year  in  the  work  of  the  classes  in  Foods  and  Clothing.  I 
believe  that  Miss  Shelly  is  doing  excellent  work,  and  that  she  is  giv- 
ing the  girls  in  her  department  some  of  the  training  essential  to  better 
home  membership.  This  department  ought  to  be  expanded  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Junior  and  Senior  High 
Schools  are  large  enough  to  justify  two  teachers  in  that  department. 

The  General  Science  Department  this  year  is  undergoing  changes 
in  teacher  personnel,  which,  of  course  is  not  conducive  to  best  results. 
Mrs.  Cutcliffe  resigned  her  position  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  calen- 
tar  year  and  her  place  has  been  filled  by  Miss  Miriam  Tilden,  a teacher 
of  excellent  training  and  promise. 

The  English  Department  was  not  particularly  well  pleased  with 
results  of  the  survey  tests  in  grammar  given  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  There  is  the  possibility  that  a change  in  textbooks  may  be  advis- 
able in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  I think  that  the  present  gram- 
mar text  is  a good  one,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  correlate  well  with  the 
work  of  the  sixth  grade. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  accumulate  a library  of  individual  read- 
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uVf^  books  for  work  in  literature.  I personally  believe  that  the  present 
practice  of  requiring  all  pupils  to  read  the  same  book  at  the  same  time 
is  not  conducive  to  any  degree  of  literature  appreciation.  Rather  than 
purchase  a complete  set  of  one  book  for  all  pupils,  it  would  be  better 
to  spend  the  same  amount  of  mone)'-  in  purchasing  single  copies  of  good 
books  that  will  arouse  sufficient  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  the  pupil 
to  read  without  teacher  exhortation.  By  keeping  a close  check  on  the 
books  which  each  pupil  reads,  by  finding  out  why  the  pupil  likes  a par- 
ticular book  and  arranging  for  him  to  tell  the  class  about  it;  by  having 
the  pupil  read  interesting  passages  to  the  class;  by  suggesting  another 
book  with  the  same  element  of  interest  appeal,  but  perhaps  with  a 
little  higher  literary  value,  the  teacher  can  develop  a higher  level  of 
literary  appreciation. 

In  closing  this  report,  I wish  once  more  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  teaching  staff  at  the  Junior  High  School.  The 
teachers  are  the  ones  who  deserve  credit  for  achievement. 

Very  truly  yours, 

RAYMOND  W.  BLAISDELL 

Principal 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION,  1934 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Aly  dear  Mr.  Pierce  : 

I hereby  submit  my  report  covering  the  activities  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Physical  Education  for  the  past  year. 

Elementary  Grades 

The  presentation  of  the  Physical  Education  program  by  the  class- 
room teachers  in  the  elementary  grades  began  in  September,  1934.  After 
an  era  of  encouraging  the  special  teacher,  the  pendulum  is  swinging 
back  toward  the  classroom  teacher  working  under  supervision.  The 
year’s  program  has  been  blocked  out  in  daily  assignments  for  each 
grade  and  every  elementary  teacher  has  the  program  for  her  grade 
in  her  possession.  This  elementary  syllabus  is  in  loose-leaf  form,  a 
definite  but  elastic  plan  of  physical  education  activities  that  may  be 
integrated  with  the  time  schedule  and  other  subject  matter. 

The  weighing  and  measuring  of  the  pupils  is  a part  of  the  pro- 
gram that  is  being  carried  out  by  the  classroom  teachers  and  monthly 
report  of  pupils  losing  weight  are  sent  to  the  Director  of  Health, 
Miss  Mabel  Brown,  while  weight  record  cards  are  sent  to  the  homes 
of  the  pupils  in  September,  January,  and  May. 

This  program  has  been  made  possible  through  the  generous  and 
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-whole-hearted  co-operation  of  the  elementary  grade  teachers  and  Miss 
Florence  Nichols  who  developed  an  excellent  syllabus. 

Highland  School 

The  clearing  of  the  floor  space  in  the  shop  room  for  use  as  a 
gymnasium  has  greatly  aided  in  extending  the  scope  of  the  indoor 
activities.  Squad  organization  has  been  made  possible  and  dancing, 
group  games,  and  relays  added  to  the  indoor  program. 

Classes  now  report  directly  to  the  gymnasium  or  playground,  in- 
stead of  the  assembly  hall.  The  granting  of  basement  privileges  is 
regarded  as  incidental  and  treated  as  in  other  school  subjects.  This 
change  has  resulted  in  an  average  saving  of  twentj^-five  per  cent  of 
the  class  time,  which  hitherto  was  consumed  by  the  passing  of  the 
classes  from  the  assembly  hall  to  the  playground  and  through  the 
granting  of  general  basement  privileges.  Miss  Buckle  has  made  plans 
to  extend  the  after-school  program  of  games  this  spring  to  reach  a 
greater  proportion  of  the  pupils. 

Junior  High  School 

The  addition  of  the  new  football  field  to  our  athletic  facilities  has 
been  of  great  value.  A girls  hockey  field  was  lined  out  on  the  lawn 
west  of  the  school  and  was  used  by  the  senior  and  junior  high  school 
hockey  teams. 

The  high  caliber  of  the  work  of  the  instructors  was  evident  at 
the  annual  physical  education  demonstration  held  last  April.  Particul- 
arly worthy  of  commendation  is  the  complete  program  of  the  girls 
physical  education  activities,  divided  into  “Leaders’  Bulletins”,  writte- 
by  Mrs.  Tyacke,  and  which  her  classes  are  now  following  with  en- 
thusiasm. The  regularity  with  which  the  sophomores  win  places  on 
the  varsity  teams  of  the  high  school  speaks  well  for  the  training  the 
hoys  have  received  with  Mr.  Havvkes. 

High  School 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  extent  the  scope  of  high  school  athle- 
tics to  include  more  students.  Interscholastic  competition  has  been 
started  in  two  new  sports,  golf  and  cross-country.  The  development 
of  soccer,  wrestling,  hockey,  tennis,  and  track  into  interscholastic 
sport  teams  is  being  made  via  the  intramural  route.  In  most  cases, 
all  that  is  necessary  for  interscholastic  competition  in  these  sports  is 
a suitable  playing  area. 

The  trend  toward  larger  varsity  squads  is  also  effective  in  reach- 
ing a greater  number  of  students.  Over  fifty  boys  remained  on  the 
football  squad  the  entire  season,  and  larger  squads  than  usual  have 
been  retained  in  other  sports.  The  high  quality  of  Mr.  Downes’  meth- 
ods of  instruction  and  his  capable  leadership  and  ability  has  had  its 
effect  by  awakening  an  active  interest  in  athletics  throughout  the 
■student  body  and  among  the  townspeople. 
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Due  to  this  greater  participation  in  athletics  by  the  students^ 
changes  had  to  be  made  regarding  the  awarding  of  proper  insignia.  An 
additional  letter  has  been  adopted  for  all  sports  other  than  football, 
basketball,  and  baseball.  This  letter  is  a black  R with  a crimson 
border. 

After  winning  his  first  R,  the  student  receives  gold  stars  which 
are  sewed  on  the  letter  to  signif}'^  his  additional  achievements.  The 
captains  of  teams  receive  a silver  star-  In  addition  to  receiving  a 
star,  all  seniors  who  have  been  members  of  the  football  squad  for 
three  years  and  who  have  won  a letter  and  a star  in  their  junior  and 
senior  years,  are  awarded  a miniature  silver  football. 

The  financial  status  of  the  athletic  association  shows  a definite  im- 
provement. In  September,  1933,  there  was  a balance  in  the  treasury 
of  $141.39,  and  accounts  payable  to  the  amount  of  $946.37.  In  June,  1934,, 
there  was  no  cash  on  hand  and  accounts  payable  to  the  amount  of 
$274.10.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  elimination  of  this  deficit  by 
June,  1935. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  W.  ALTHOFF 


REPORT  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  RESEARCH  AND  ELE- 
MENTARY SUPERVISION  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31,  1934. 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Fierce, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

My  dear  Mr.  Pierce: 

The  work  of  the  Department  of  Research  and  Elementary  Su- 
pervision is  cumulative,  that  is,  mostly  an  extension  of  what  has  gone 
on  in  preceding  years.  No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  duties 
assigned  to  this  department  as  described  in  my  report  of  1933  therefore 
under  the  headings  of  the  major  fields  covered  by  my  supervision  I 
submit  a partial  summary  of  achievements  of  the  year  ending  December 
1934. 

Promotion  and  Placement 

In  the  spring  of  1934  it  seemed  necessary  to  restate  and  describe 
our  definite  Promotion  Policy  for  Grades  I to  VI.  This  was  accepted 
and  approved  by  the  School  Committee.  The  policy  reads  as  follows  : 

Promotion  Policies,  Elementary  Grades  ^ 

Reading  Public  Schools,  1934 

The  principal  makes  the  actual  promotion  based  on  the  teachers’ 
marks  and  the  results  of  standard  tests  as  interpreted  by  the  Director 
of  Research,  who  represents  the  Superintendent.  No  promotions  or 
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change  of  pupil  from  one  group  to  another  may  be  made  by  the  Prm- 
cipal  without  first  consulting  with  the  Director  of  Research.  Teachers 
should  make  recommendations  for  changes  of  pupils  to  the  Principal, 
but  shall  not  change  a pupil  except  by  the  direction  of  the  Principal. 
It  is  presumed  that  substantial  agreement  will  be  found  between 
class-room  teacher,  the  Director  of  Research  and  the  Principal  and 
that  the  parent  will  be  satisfied.  If  any  of  the  parties  interested  arc 
in  doubt  or  dissatisfied,  the  case  should  be  reported  to  the  Superin- 
tendent for  adjustment.  If  he  is  unable  to  make  a satisfactory  settle- 
ment, the  matter  will  be  referred  to  the  School  Committee  whose  de- 
cision is  final. 

The  items  of  the  policy  are  in  part ; 

1.  Promote  all  children  who  have  satisfactorily  completed  the  re- 

quirements for  their  grade  and  who  pass  a grade  level  of  achievement 
of  six  months  below  the  norm  and  over  on  an  objective  test.  - 

2.  Undergrade  children  shall  be  treated  as  follows  : 

Pupils  who  are  one  or  more  years  too  young  for  the  grade  ^afid 
who  are  normal  and  superior  mentally  shall  be  made  to  repeat. 

Pupils  who  are  one  year  retarded  with  one  or  two  subjects 
only  undergrade  shall  be  promoted  to  Low  Groups  or  On  Trial.  ■ 

3.  To  Remedial  Groups  shall  be  assigned: 

Pupils  in  need  of  special  help  in  one  or  more  subjects. 

Pupils  who  on  account  of  absence  due  to  illness  or  other  un- 
preventable  causes,  shall  be  given  the  privilege  of  making  up  bacV 
work. 

Pupils  showing  a special  disability  in  reading  and  spelling  who 
require  teaching  by  special  techniques  and  procedures  in  those  subjects. 

4.  Pupils  shall  be  grouped  homogeneously  by  ages : Educational 

Age,  Mental  Age,  and  Chronological  Age,  plus  school  ratings.  In  Under- 
grade 'groups  by  Social  Age  and  Subject  Needs.  ; 

The  following  statement  of  our  Promotion  Procedures  was  approved 
by  the  Reading  School  Committee  as  a part  of  our  Promotion  Policy. 

Promotion  Procedures 
Reading  Public  Schools,  1934 

1.  Tests  administered  by  Director  of  Research. 

2.  School  Marks  in  all  subjects  averaged  by  teachers. 

3.  Personality  traits,  handicaps,  da}^s  absent,  etc.,  are  written  by 
teachers. 

4.  School  Marks  and  Personnel  (2  and  3)  passed  in  to  office. 

5.  Test  results  collected  in  office. 

6-  Director  places  both  test  ratings  and  teacher’s  ratings,  pro- 
motion recommendation  and  absences  on  office  cards  and  in  promotion 
book. 

7.  Director  judges  results  of  combined  measurements  objectively; 
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Si!fc>Kt:sts  promotion  tentatively. 

8 Director,  Principal,  and  Teacher  confer  on  the  promotion  of 
c;ieh  pupil  and  decide  what  the  Final  Promotion  shall  be. 

d The  mark  which  goes  on  the  Promotion  Card  must  be  the  same 
as  that  marked  Final  in  the  office  promotion  book. 

10.  No  changes  in  promotion  shall  be  made  by  the  Principal  or' 
teacher  after  this  conference  unless  the  Director  is  notified  an''- 
agrees. 

11.  No  change  in  promotion  shall  be  made  by  the  Director  unless 
the  Teacher  or  Principal  is  consulted. 

12.  No  change  of  pupil  adjustment  from  grade  to  grade  or  to  an- 
utlier  school  shall  be  made  by  the  Principal  without  first  consulting 
the  Director  in  charge  of  Promotions  and  Placement  at  any  time  dur- 
ii!g  the  school  year. 

L3.  All  Accelerations  or  Demotions  are  done  by  the  Director  of 
Research,  acting  on  suggestion  of  teacher’s  report  of  daily  work,  or 
test  results- 

14.  Ability  grouping  in  all  grades  is  done  by  Director  in  consulta- 
ti(Mi  with  Principals. 

(5.  Explanation  regarding  promotions  to  Parents  may  be  made  by 
PniK  ipal  or  referred  to  Director  of  Promotions  and  Placement. 


In  September  we  had  two  crowded  Opportunity  rooms  with  20 
i>i!pils  in  each  section.  In  another  year  we  shall  have  at  least  10 
more  three-year  retarded  pupils  to  add  to  this  number  in  addition  to 
a few  who  are  much  in  need  of  the  type  of  instruction  w^hich  goes  on 
ill  these  rooms  and  of  the  close  supervision  of  all  their  activities 
whxh  is  a part  of  Opportunity  school  work.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Intermediate  School  Group  may  again  be  separated  from  the  Primary 
grmip  as  it  was  before  the  retrenchment  program  closed  it. 

One  of  the  great  benefits  of  having  an  Intermediate  group  will  be 
to  remove  all  pupils  from  the  classes  in  which  they  are  misfits  and 
give  them  the  attention  wdiich  they  deserve.  It  is  especially  needed 
for  our  typical  children  as  w'ell  as  for  all  those  \vho  need  more  indivi- 
dual instruction  than  it  is  possible  to  give  them  in  the  Remedial  rooms. 

In  June,  1934,  the  statistics  of  Promotion  were  as  follows: 
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Number 
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Per  Cent 

Grade 

Promoted 
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Repeat. 

Retard 

VI 

201 

187 

5 

9 

4.4% 

V 

200 

197 

(10R)3 

10 

5% 

IV 

204 
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2V2% 

III 

214 

205 

4 

5 

2% 

11 

153 

142 

1 

10 

6J^% 

I 

203 

186 

0 

17 

8% 
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New  pupils  entering  Grade  I Sept-  1934:  180. 

Totals  1175  17  56  4.8% 

The  number  of  repeaters  were  10  less  this  year  than  last.  This 
lessening  of  retardation  was  due  to  the  intensive  Remedial  Instruc- 
tion that  went  on  in  Grades  III  and  IV.  We  anticipate  a still  smaller 
retardation  in  1935  especially  in  Grades  V and  VI  where  there  are  four 
Remedial  rooms.  Our  experience  over  the  last  five  years  has  shown 
us  that  as  provision  for  Remedial  instruction  is  provided  the  amount 
of  retardation  decreases. 

The  ten  children  recommended  to  repeat  in  Grade  VI  were  given 
the  privilege  of  a pre-test  for  Grade  VII  in  September,  1934.  This 
was  not  done  to  establish  a precedent.  In  fact  the  results  show  that 
such  a test  is  a waste  of  time  for  l)Oth  the  pupil  and  teachers.  It 
often  raises  false  hopes  and  proves  that  unless  the  summer  of  tutoring 
has  been  very  intensive  and  planned  by  the  school  department  that 
a child  stands  little  more  chance  of  making  a grade  in  the  fall  than  he 
did  at  promotion  time.  Only  one  pupil  out  of  the  20  who  were  recom- 
mended to  repeat  Grades  5 and  6 passed  the  tests. 

We  have  reduced  our  repeaters  to  a minimum  and  no  child  is  made 
to  repeat  in  the  same  classroom  situation  if  possible  to  avoid  it.  We 
make  concessions  of  trial  promotions  in  a few  instances,  but  it  rarely 
proves  satisfactory  to  the  child  to  send  him  on  unprepared  for  advanced 
work.  Such  gaps  in  his  foundation  in  the  mechanics  of  instruction 
w'ill  handicap  him  through  all  his  future  life. 

In  the  Primary  grades  where  the  tools  of  reading  and  arithmetic 
are  taught  for  mastery  we  have  to  be  very  careful  that  no  child  slips 
by  without  adequate  information.  For  that  reason  standard  tests  have 
to  be  given  as  well  as^the  course-of-study  tests  for  mastery.  Daily 
work  still  counts  as  the  most  important  factor  in  his  promotion,  how- 
ever. 

Child  Accounting  ' 

The  alteration  to  provide  additional  rooms  at  the  Highland  School 
necessitated  a change  in  our  Grouping  for  Grades  Five  and  Six.  As 
only  four  rooms  in  either  Grade  were  left  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date pupils  doing  Departmental  work  we  had  to  make  four  stationary 
groups.  We  chose  those  pupils  who  were  young  and  in  need  of  en- 
richment and  remedial  measures  for  one  group  in  each  grade,  and 
tlie  over-age  children  needing  special  help  in  one  or  more  subjects  for 
the  other  stationary  group  in  each  grade.  Tw^o  new  teachers  were 
hired  to  take  care  of  the  additional  rooms. 

The  opening  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Grade  room  in  the  Highland 
l^istrict  made  it  necessary  for  us  to  redistrict  pupils  attending  the  Lowell 
Street  School  thus  taking  the  pupil  load  off  that  building  and  making 
a more  satisfactory  arrangement  all  around. 
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The  pupil  placement  per  grade  and  room  in  December,  1934  was 
as  follows : 

Highland  School 

Grade  VI:  Miss  Quillen,  34;  Miss  Scullane,  36;  Miss  Fogg,  34;  Miss 
Grace,  35;  Remedial  A Miss  Walsh,  30;  Remedial  B Miss  Thackleberry, 
30. 

Grade  V:  Miss  Gamble,  37;  Miss  Allard,  39;  Mrs.  Wilcox,  38;  Mrs. 
Potter,  35;  Remedial  A Miss  Larkin,  29;  Remedial  B Miss  Brann,  33. 

Grade  IV : Miss  Markham,  18. 

Grade  III:  Miss  Markham,  12. 

Center  School 

Grade  IV:  Mrs.  Breeze,  38;  Miss  Perkins,  37;  Remedial  IV  Miss 
Donnelly,  15. 

Grade  III:  Mrs.  Lounsbury,  39;  Remedial  III  Miss  Donnelly,  18. 

Grade  II : Miss  Cronin,  36. 

Grade  I:  Mrs.  Copeland,  31. 

Union  Street  School 

Grade  II:  Miss  G.  Dow,  30;  Mrs.  Mathieson,  31. 

Grade  I:  Miss  Cochrane,  39;  Miss  Berry,  37. 

Prospect  Street  School 

Grade  IV:  Airs  .Perry,  38;  Grade  III:  Miss  A.  Dow,  30;  Grade  II: 
Mrs.  Goddard,  41 ; Grade  I : Aliss  Herrick,  40. 

Lowell  Street  School 

Grade  IV : Airs.  Beaton,  32;  Grade  III:  Aliss  Winchester,  24;  Grade 
II:  Miss.  Winchester,  10;  Grade  II:  Aliss  Cleary,  35;  Grade  I:  Aliss 
Burgess,  37. 

Opportunity  School 

Opportunity  Room:  Airs.  Stockwell,  20. 

Chestnut  Hill  School 

Airs.  Royea,  Grade  I,  12;  Grade  II,  21;  Mrs.  Carleton,  Grade  IV, 
12;  Grade  III,  13. 

Total  1212  pupils. 

Curriculum  Research 

In  my  report  of  1933  I described  in  some  detail  the  reading  clinic 
held  in  Reading  July  11,  1933,  for  the  diagnosis  of  special  disabilities  in 
reading  and  spelling.  By  June  1934  several  tests  had  been  adminis- 
tered to  measure  the  gains  made  by  each  of  the  48  pupils  who  attended 
the  clinic  as  wxll  as  of  all  children  in  the  remedial  classes.  The  48 
children  who  attended  the  clinic  had  been  taught  from  a special  out- 
line compiled  by  Dr.  Durrell’s  workers.  They  gained  from  1 to  29 
months  and  no  pupil  made  any  losses.  The  average  gain  of  the  group 
was  11  months  reading  grade  which  is  high.  The  same  group  of  chil- 
dren had  a median  grade  in  1933  of  only  3 months  and  ten  of  them  made 
no  gain  at  all  in  that  year. 
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These  results  were  unusually  good  and  were  gained  through  the 
use  of  special  remedial  measures  by  the  teachers  of  Remedial  classes: 
Miss  Donnelly  of  Center  Remedial,  Miss  Brann  of  Grade  V Remedial 
and  Miss  Winchester  who  had  15  of  these  pupils  in  her  Third  Grade  at 
Lowell  Street  School. 

So  successful  have  these  teachers  been  with  the  special  remedial 
techniques  and  methods  taught  and  supervised  by  Dr.  Donald  Durrell  of 
Boston  University  that  a great  many  other  teachers  have  adopted  the 
procedures  in  their  classrooms.  The  outstanding  techniques  employed 
are  small  group  work  with  pupil  leaders  and  much  emphasis  on  word 
analysis.  Miss  Walsh  of  Grade  VI,  Miss  Brann  of  Grade  V and  Miss 
Donnelly  of  Remedial  Grades  III  and  IV  at  Center  School  are  using 
the  small  group  method  with  much  success. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  we  dropped  the  Courtis-Smith 
Picture  Story  Reading  method  from  three  of  our  First  Grade  rooms 
hoping  that  the  activities  based  on  our  Social  Studies  program  for 
Grade  I would  provide  sufficient  experiencing  for  the  Reading  Readi- 
ness period.  In  these  three  rooms  we  began  Bolenius  teaching  from 
the  beginning.  The  demonstrator  of  the  method  spent  two  days  with 
us  supervising  our  plans  and  equipment.  In  the  rooms  following  the 
Bolenius  course,  the  Tom  and  Betty  Primer  is  begun  in  November. 
In  the  three  rooms  where  Courtis-Smith  is  used  this  Primer  is  start- 
ed in  February  after  an  extra  three  months  of  vocabulary  building  and 
supplemental  reading  and  activities. 

We  hope  that  in  the  Bolenius  rooms  the  First  Reader  will  be  cov- 
ered and  faster  advancement  made  than  ever  before.  Now  that  Read- 
ing children  are  slightly  older  this  should  be  possible.  The  achieve- 
ment of  the  groups  doing  the  two  levels  of  work  will  be  carefully 
checked  and  the  values  of  the  two  methods  of  procedure  fairly  weigh- 
ed. These  are  preliminary  steps  in  research  on  the  evaluation  of  vari- 
ous basal  reading  systems  for  future  consideration. 

Social  Studies 

In  January  1934  the  members  of  the  Twelve-Year  Program  com- 
mittee in  Social  Science  were  requested  by  Dr.  Howard  E.  Wilson  of 
Harvard  University  to  submit  a summary  of  our  course  of  study  in 
Geography  and  History  for  publication  in  the  Second  Yearbook  for 
the  National  Council  of  Social  Studies.  We  appreciated  the  honor 
of  having  a place  in  such  a publication  and  have  since  received  much 
favorable  publicity  that  it  has  given  us  the  impetus  to  hurry  our  work 
to  a stage  of  completion  in  order  that  we  may  comply  with  the  re- 
quests for  copies  of  our  course  of  study  for  Grades  I to  XII. 

The  course,  in  the  Yearbook,  though  not  in  its  final  form,  received 
very  favorable  comment  both  at  the  National  Convention  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio  and  in  the  Social  Studies  magazine  for  November  1934  by  Dr. 
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Edwin  Reeder  of  the  University  of  Vermont.  Dr-  Reeder  praises  our 
course  because  of  its  statement  of  separate  aims  for  Geography  and 
History.  ' 

In  June  1934  we  brought  our  course  of  study  in  Grades  I to  III 
to  a definite  outline  of  subject  matter  with  a full  statement  of  objec- 
tives and  Units  of  Work  to  teach.  These  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  teachers  of  those  grades  in  September  and  are  being  success- 
fully used. 

In  Grade  IV  we  still  use  Dr,  Howard  Wilson’s  Social  Science  read- 
ers in  History  “Where  Our  Ways  of  Living  Come  From.”  This  is 
our  third  year  of  having  the  privilege  of  Dr.  Wilson’s  work  in  our 
schools  and  it  has  been  a liberal  education  for  all  of  us  to  be  in  touch 
with  the  most  progressive  and  scientific  research  in  Social  Studies. 
The  Wilson  subject  matter  for  Grade  IV,  an  Overview  of  World  His- 
tory or  our  debt  to  the  past  we  intend  to  include  as  a part  of  our  per- 
manent twelve-year  program. 

The  history  teachers  of  Grades  V and  VI  and  the  Social  Science 
committee  are  still  studying  the  needs  of  these  grades.  They  hope  to 
reach  some  conclusion  about  the  type  of  History  which  should  be 
taught  in  Grades  V and  VI  and  to  select  textbooks  on  the  basis  of  these 
findings  before  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

The  teachers  of  Geography  in  Grades  V and  VI  will  soon  com- 
plete their  revision  of  Units  in  this  subject  to  fit  the  new  Winston 
geographies  adopted  in  1933.  This  work  of  revision  takes  a long  time 
and  must  be  tried  out  successfully  in  the  classrooms  before  we  accept 
it  as  a part  of  our  final  course  of  study. 

The  teachers  are  continually  submitting  Units  of  Work  for  the 
Primary  grades  and  Activity  Analysis  summaries  for  all  activities 
whith  are  not  required  on  the  Social  Science  program.  Several  teach- 
ers have  taken  courses  in  Activity  work  and  Social  Studies  this  year. 
This  fall  Mts.  Royea  and  Miss  Markham  have  attended  Miss  Wesley’s 
course  at  Harvard  and  Mrs.  Beaton  has  taken  Professor  Chase’s  course 
in  the  teaching  of  History  at  Boston  University. 

The  Central  Committee  on  the  Social  Studies  consisting  of  Mr. 
Pierce,  chairman,  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  Woodbridge  and  Miss  Wadleigh,  is 
continuing  its  study.  The  aim  of  this  committee  is  to  do  more  than  to 
define  grade  placement  of  subject  matter  and  organize  objectives. 
They  propose  to  include  a study  of  general  social  needs  and  a con- 
sideration of  character  training  and  citizenship  building  for  the  children 
in  our  schools,  and  plan  a program  with  these  aims  in  view. 

Arithmetic 

It  has  long  been  our  custom  to  administer  pre-tests  in  Arithmetic 
at  the  very  beginning  of  the  year  to  find  out  what  the  pupils  need  to 
be  taught  and  what  the  points  of  emphasis  must  be  in  Grades  IV,  V and 
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VI.  The  pre-tests  in  September  1934  showed  up  some  very  definite 
weaknesses  in  the  field  of  arithmetic  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
a very  careful  investigation  of  our  methods  and  procedures  in  that 
subject  should  be  made. 

Consequently  Mr.  Pierce  immediatel}^  appointed  a General  Mathe- 
matics committee  to  carry  on  this  investigation  and  examine  our  course 
of  study,  methods,  textbooks,  and  results,  in  the  light  of  the  findings 
of  scientific  research.  The  committee  was  to  be  definitely  a fact-find- 
ing rather  than  a supervisory  body.  Mr.  Anderson  of  the  Junior  High 
School  was  appointed  chairman,  with  Mr.  Halpin  of  the  Senior  High 
School,  Miss  Scullane  of  Grade  VI,  Miss  Gutman  of  Grade  V and  Mrs. 
Perry,  Grade  IV;  Miss  Winchester,  Grade  III;  Mrs.  Mathieson  of 
Grade  II,  and  Mrs.  Copeland  of  Grade  I as  chairmen  of  their  respective 
grades.  Miss  Wadleigh  was  appointed  co-ordinator  and  director  of 
the  research. 

The  committee  has  already  accomplished  the  necessary  research 
on  the  methods  of  teaching  substraction  preliminary  to  a decision  made 
by  the  Superintendent  in  December.  A carefully  compiled  bibliog- 
raphy of  professional  reading  has  been  provided  with  the  books  placed 
in  the  Teachers’  Library.  An  acquaintance  with  the  work  of  the  pri- 
mary grade  levels  has  been  started,  the  last  report  being  that  of  Mrs. 
Mathieson  on  what  is  taught  in  Grade  II.  It  is  the  idea  of  the  com- 
mittee to  learn  the  mathematics  situation  from  the  bottom  up,  studying 
one  grade  level  at  a time  to  discover  its  problems,  strengths,  weak- 
nesses, and  necessary  changes. 

In  the  supervisory  field  much  has  been  done  in  Elementary  Grade 
arithmetic  since  September.  Since  1930  our  arithmetic  has  followed 
a course  of  study  built  around  the  basal  textbook.  We  have  studied 
this  present  course  and  textbook  one  grade  at  a time  in  teachers’  con- 
ferences and  set  up  definite  goals  and  subject  matter  objectives  for 
each  grade  level.  All  the  teachers  are  studying  and  comparing  ideas 
about  what  the  best  methods  of  teaching  the  fundamentals  of  arithme- 
tic are  and  how  to  avoid  further  weaknesses  due  to  faulty  techniques 
of  instruction.  They  are  doing  intensive  drilling  with  every  child  who 
needs  it  and  are  acquainting  themselves  with  the  outstanding  sources 
of  informatioji  about  arithmetic  b}^  studying  Wilson,  Morton,  Brueck- 
ner  and  other  specialists  in  the  arithmetic  field. 

By  December  31,  a tentative  course  of  study  had  been  set  up  by 
the  teachers  in  each  group  of  Grade  II,  Grade  III  and  Grade  IV.  These 
courses  were  accompanied  by  suggestion,  problems  for  future  inves- 
tigations and  a definite  procedure  as  to  the  time  to  begin  a new  pro- 
cess, method  of  presenting  that  new  process  as  well  as  the  exact  amount 
of  content  which  should  be  acquired.  These  courses  were  approved  .by 
the  Superintendent  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher.  They 
will  be  tested  by  Mid-Year  and  end-of-year  tests  made  in  the  office  and 
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>uch  changes  shall  be  made  on  them  as  the  teachers  and  the  General 
Mathematics  committee  consider  advisable. 

A second  battery  of  diagnostic  tests*  in  fundamentals  was  adminis- 
tered in  November  on  the  basis  of  which  our  entire  Remedial  program 
in  arithmetic  was  formed.  These  tests  showed  us  averaging  93%  in 
Grades  IV,  V,  and  VI  in  Addition  and  90%  in  Subtraction.  Our  Multi- 
[ilication  Division  results  showed  an  improvement  over  two  months 
remedial  teaching,  but  that  we  were  still  in  need  of  much  drill  for 
accuracy  in  those  processes. 

■ • There  has  never  been  any  keener  interest  shown  in  a curriculum 
making  project  than  there  has  been  in  our  work  on  the  arithmetic 
course.  The  teachers  have  been  willing  to  give  two  or  more  afternoons 
a week  working  on  committee  investigations  and  summarizing  their 
findings  besides  the  daily  attention  they  give  to  the  subject  in  their 
classes.  There  cannot  help  but  be  a decided  improvement  in  a subject 
which  involves  the  interests  and  efforts  of  so  many  people  including 
the  children  themselves. 

To  avoid  a too  lengthy  report  I will  leave  out  test  findings  for  1934. 
XUe  testing  program  has  not  changed  in  any  detail.  It  still  assists  us 
tp.  discover  our  strengths  and  weaknesses.  It  offers  a measuring  stick 
for  determining  how  much  school  progress  is  made  each  year  by  in- 
dividuals and  a grade.  It  provides  us  with  an  objective  basis  for  pro- 
uiotipn  and  placement  of  pupils.  Without  the  use  of  tests  as  tools 
lione  of  the  research  described  above  could  be  carried  on  scientifically, 
i;Or  . could  the  needs  of  our  children  or  results  of  our  procedures 
lie  determined. 

, In  summarizing  the  work  for  the  year  I am  impressed  with  the 
steady  growth  made  by  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  with  whom  I have 
had  the  privilege  to  work  and  I think  that  I am  justified  in  saying  that 
wediave  enjoyed  a most  successful  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

, VERNA  L.  WADLEIGH 

Director  of  Research  and  General  Supervisor, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC  IN  THE 
ELEMENTARY  GRADES,  1934 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Reading,  Alass. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I now  submit,  for  your  consideration  and  approval  a brief  report 
of  the  work  accomplished  in  music  in  the  first  six  grades  during  the 
year  1934. 

Dr.  James  L.  Mursell,  in  his  book,  “The  Psychology  of  School 
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Music  Teaching”,  says:  “To  teach  America  the  achievement  of  loving 
music  wisely  is  the  ultimate  aim  of  school  music.” 

Education  today,  not  only  provides  training  in  vocational  sub- 
jects, but  also  develops  the  cultural  values,  so  that  boys  and  girls  may 
be  fitted  for  wholesome,  well-balanced  living,  and  may  be  better  able  to 
make  finer  life  adjustments.  Music  affords  this  opportunity. 

With  this  in  mind,  we  have  endeavored  during  the  past  year 
to  make  the  music  lesson  an  experience  in  which  all  children  can  par- 
ticipate, either  vocally,  oi  by  listening,  or  by  responding  to  the  music 
by  some  rhythmical  expression. 

The  first  case  of  Vidtrola  records,  “Music  Appreciation  for 
Every  Child”  by  Glenn,  Lowry,  which  was  purchased  a year  ago,  has 
proved  of  great  value  in  accomplishing  this  aim  in  Grades  1,  2 and  3. 
Unquestionably  this  work  has  made  music  mean  much  to  the  children, 
and  their  delight  in  it  is  indeed  gratifying.  I should  like  to  urge  the 
advisability  of  purchasing  the  second  case  of  records  as  soon  as  it  is 
financially  possible,  so  that  this  work  may  be  continued  in  Grades  4, 
5,  and  6.  One  vision  of  every  music  supervisor  is  a victrola  in  every 
classroom,  with  plenty  of  records,  that  could  be  used  daily  for  brief 
moments  of  relaxation,  of  becoming  familiar  with  good  music,  of 
having  a personal  emotional  response  to  it.  Therefore,  we  welcome  at 
any  time,  the  gift  of  a good  victrola  by  interested  parents. 

Not  every  child  can  learn  to  sing,  but  at  least  ninety-five  per 
cent  of  them  can.  We,  therefore,  are  trying  to  teach  them  the  joy  that 
comes  from  singing  together,  and  from  singing  alone.  So,  from  the  first 
grade  through  each  of  the  following  grades  the  children  are  being 
trained  to  like  and  recognize  a sweet  singing  voice,  and  are  taught  simply 
how  to  achieve  this.  No  child  is  told  not  to  sing;  there  are  some  groups 
who  are  asked  to  listen  longer  than  the  others,  but  this  is  for  their  own 
benefit,  as  singing  is  fifty  per  cent  hearing  correctly. 

In  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  the  joy  of  singing  together  is  em- 
phasized by  a chorus  period  for  each  grade  once  a week. 

The  broadcasts  by  Dr.  Walter  Damrosch  are  attended  by  four  of 
the  sixth  grade  groups,  and  the  pupils  have,  this  past  season,  responded 
in  a pleasing  manner  to  the  test  of  thoughtful  listening,  and  dis- 
crimination. 

. Just  as  a child  may  have  a much  wider,  richer  experience  when 
he  has  learned  to  read  by  himself,  even  so  may  music  mean  more  to 
him,  when  he  has  mastered  the  tools  with  which  he  learns  to  read  music. 
This  process  of  reading  music  is  a slow  one,  because  it  must  not  be 
given  overemphasis  least  the  joy  of  singing  be  marred.  A repertoire 
of  rote  songs  is  built  up  throughout  the  grades,  songs  that  may  be 
sung  again  and  again  for  their  beauty. 

Beginning  with  the  fourth  grade,  children  are  given  an  opportuni- 
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ly  to  take  kistrumental  lessons  at  small  cost.  Beginning  in  October, 
many  have  been  enrolled  in  the  piano  classes.  Several  are  studying 
other  instruments,  but  there  should  be  many  more  who  avail  them- 
selves of  this  training,  1)Oth  as  a means  of  expression,  and  as  a use  of 
leisure  time. 

In  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  at  the  Highland  School  last  year 
there  was  an  orchestra  of  fifteen  members,  which  rehearsed  weekly. 
The  members  were  mostly  beginners,  but  developed  into  a creditable 
orchestra.  They  furnished  music  for  every  F'arent-Teachers’  Associ- 
ation meeting  during  the  }^ear,  and  thus  demonstrated  their  progress. 
This  3'ear  w^e  have  an  orchestra  of  twelve  members,  which  is  grad- 
ually taking  shape. 

In  order  that  the  children  might  see  that  their  singing  could 
give  joy  to  others  aT  well  as  themselves,  several  simple  operettas  based 
upon  the  song  material  learned  during  the  year  were  presented  last  May 
and  June,  with  the  parents  as  guests.  In  Grade  II,  at  the  Union  St. 
School,  “Alother  Nature’s  Helpers”  was  given,  correlating  music  with 
nature  study.  In  grade  3 at  the  Lowell  Street  School,  “Soldiers  True” 
was  given,  correlating  music  with  patriotism.  In  grades  3 and  4 at  the 
Junior  High  School,  “Travelers  See  Strange  Things”,  correlating  music 
with  social  studies,  w-as  presented. 

Let  me  say  here  that  an  effort  has  been  made  to  correlate  music 
with  other  sul)jects,  such  as  health,  safety,  social  studies,  nature  and 
holidays.  In  every  way  possible  we  are  trjdng  to  make  music  a part 
of  everyday  life  for  them. 

At  the  assembly  periods  at  the  Highland  School,  five  operettas 
were  given  by  various  groups  during  the  year.  This  was  done  during  the 
music  and  reading  periods,  and  afforded  many  the  opportunity  for 
taking  part  vocally  and  dramaticall}^ 

The  annual  music  contest,  among  the  fifth  grade  groups  in  two- 
part  singing,  and  among  the  sixth  grade  groups  in  three-part  singing, 
was  carefully  prepared,  but  had  to  be  cancelled,  because  of  the  poor 
attendance  during  the  scarlet  fever  alarm.  The  pupils,  had,  however, 
learned  the  value  of  watching  the  director,  of  clear  enunciation,  of 
song  interpretation,  and  of  balanced  part-singing. 

A few  sets  of  new  books  during  the  }’'ear  have  been  of  great  benefit 
adding  a wealth  of  song  material. 

d'here  are  man}^  other  things  that  could  be  mentioned  in  this 
report,  but  these  are  the  outstanding  things  of  the  year. 

If  the  children  love  to  sing,  and  to  listen  to  good  music,  if  they 
are  acquiring  knowdedge  that  will  bring  them  joy  throughout  their 
lives,  then  w^e  are  on  the  road  of  the  mission  of  all  education,  “which 
is  to  raise  the  level  of  human  quality.” 

In  closing,  I wdsh  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  teachers  who 


170 


have  so  enthusiastically  assisted  and  co-operated  in  the  work ; and  of 
Miss  Wakefield  for  her  interest  and  many  accommodations. 

At  any  time,  Mr.  Pierce,  the  music  department  will  welcome  sug- 
gestions and  advice  from  you,  and  we  bespeak  your  interest  and  sup- 
port. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Margaret  E.  Whittier, 
Supervisor  of  Music, 

Grades  1 — 6 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING,  1934 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Reading,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir : 

I herewith  submit  for  your  approval  my  report  of  the  work  as 
Supervisor  and  Teacher  of  free-hand  and  mechanical  drawing  in  the 
Reading  Schools  for  the  year  ending  December,  1934. 

My  schedule  allows  me  to  teach  and  supervise  all  grades  in  all 
Elementary  schools,  as  well  as  in  the  Highland  Intermediate  School 
once  every  third  week,  to  observe  the  work  being  accomplished  in  the 
Junior  High  School  at  frequent  periods  and  to  teach  three  periods  each 
day  at  the  Senior  High  School. 

Elementary  and  Intermediate  Grades  : 

Beginning  in  January  and  continuing-  through  February  the 
general  outline  given  to  these  grades  centers  around  the  principles  of 
Design  and  its  application,  varying  the  lessons  to  fit  the  needs  of  each 
class.  In  the  previous  years,  we  had  stressed  this  part  of  the  art 
course  of  study  particularly.  The  improved  results  of  this  year  showed 
evideilce  of  this,  and  were  pleasing  both  to  the  teachers  and  me. 
Following  this,  during  the  latter  part  of  March  and  April,  the  child- 
ren were  given  ample  opportunity  to  apply  these  laws  of  order  by 
poster  competition.  The  first  and  second  grades  made  simple  post- 
ers of  interest  to  them  correlating  with  their  regular  school  activities, 
while  the  third  through  the  sixth  grades  entered  the  poster  contest 
held  annually  by  the  M.  S.  P.  C.  A.  Before  sending  the  pd-sters  to 
Boston,  we  had  our  own  local  contest.  The  work  was  judged  by  neigh- 
boring art  teachers,  followed  by  a display  of  all  posters  worthy  of  being 
sent  to  the  final  contest  in  the  Reading  Public  Library.  The  pupils 
were  very  enthusiastic  over  this  project  and  by  inquiry  I found  that 
the  exhibition  was  unusually  well  attended  by  their  parents  and  friends. 
The  final  results  were  more  than  satisfactory  to  all,  as  several  children 
received  prize  medals  and  commendations.  The  last  part  of  the  year 
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was  given  over  to  creative  representation  excepting  that  the  sixth 
grade  pupils  made  the  Annual  Poppy  Posters  for  the  local  Legion 
Post.  Also  we  made  a final  check  up  of  all  work  done  making  sure 
we  were  measuring  up  to  the  work  required  by  each  grade  as  specified 
in  the  State  Art  Curriculum. 

Generally  speaking  in  September  we  carried  on  much  the  same  work 
as  in  previous  years.  We  emphasized  color  and  certain  art  principles 
necessary  in  creative  representation,  lettering,  etc.,  ending  the  term  with 
a construction  project  of  holiday  interest.  An  exception  was  made  in 
the  new  outline  given  to  Grade  4 to  fit  specifically  with  their  social  studies 
text  and  program,  and  of  the  necessary  revising  of  the  outline  of  the 
several  first  grades  who  are  now  using  the  Bolenius  reading  method, 
since  the  outline  was  made  more  particularly  to  correlate  with  the 
Courtis-Smith  text. 

Let  me  say  here  that  although  each  teacher  is  given  a required 
list  of  knowledges  to  be  learned  by  her  grade  within  a given  period 
of  time,  her  suggested  lessons  need  not  be  followed  rigidly,  but  varied 
to  meet  the  needs  of  her  particular  group.  The  elementary  course 
of  study  in  other  subjects  gives  ample  and  splendid  opportunities  for 
art  correllation  and  the  teachers  all  feel  free  to  call  upon  me,  while  I 
in  turn  am  always  glad  to  suggest  and  help  in  any  classroom  activi- 
ties. Art  in  the  public  school  of  today  should  not  be  classed  as  a 
subject  apart  from  all  else,  but  should  be  another  language  by  which  the 
children  may  express  their  ideas  and  their  appreciation  of  knowledge 
gained  in  each  and  every  subject  taught  in  the  school  curriculum. 

The  Junior  High  School: 

Since  the  Junior  High  School  program  is  so  arranged  as  to 
have  all  ninth  grade  classes  meet  during  my  teaching  periods  at  the 
Senior  High  School,  I am  able  to  observe  only  classes  of  the  7th  and  8th 
grades  at  work.  But  noting  the  splendid  results  of  this  upper  grade, 
I feel  confident  that  Mrs.  Frost  is  giving  them,  as  in  these  grades  that 
I am  able  to  visit,  work  interesting  to  them  and  making  the  art  pro- 
gram of  the  Junior  High  School  ver}"  worth  while.  The  pupils  have 
brought  to  their  attention  an  appreciation  of  art  as  found  in  their 
every  day  life  and  are  encouraged  to  exercise  their  imaginations  and 
abilities  in  various  artistic  channels. 

As  we  all  know,  last  year  the  art  classes  were  more  than  upset 
])y  frequent  necessary  changes  in  the  teaching  staff  and  from  that  alone 
unfortunately  the  pupil  suffered  greatly.  At  a date  late  in  the  year 
I feel  we  were  most  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mrs.  Helen 
Frost  to  carry  on  and  lead  us  out  of  the  difficulties  that  had  arisen. 
Since  September  work  has  gone  on  normally  and  the  results  are  very 
satisfying. 
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The  Senior  High  School : 

In  the  last  few  years,  since  the  elimination  of  the  High  School 
Manual  Training  teacher  it  has  been  necessary  for  me  to  teach  two 
divisions  of  mechanical  drawing  and  two  of  free-hand  drawing  at  the 
same  time.  I am  still  unhappy  in  the  fact  that  none  of  these  classes 
are  getting  the  instruction  as  I feel  they  deservedly  should.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  work  in  the  Sophomore  Fine  Arts  group  must 
needs  be  very  general,  though  they  are  given  problems  which  involve 
the  theories  of  color,  spacing,  lettering,  and  construction  as  well  as 
many  projects  pertaining  to  school  activities. 

The  first  division  in  mechanical  drawing  work  entirely  in  pencil 
while  the  second  division  complete  each  problem  in  ink.  In  general  the 
work  accomplished  comprises  lettering,  the  more  essential  problems 
in  geometrical  construction,  projection,  isometrics,  problems  in  develop- 
ment and  simple  problems  in  mechanical  perspective.  Here  in  these 
classes,  too,  we  try  to  apply  our  working  knowledges  as  the  opportunity 
arises  to  practical  problems  at  hand. 

The  Junior  and  Senior  Fine  Arts  students  are  applying  all  regular 
problems  to  the  various  historic  periods  of  art,  as  their  course  this 
year  is  fundamentally  a brief  history  of  art  through  the  ages.  They 
too,  have  many  problems  of  interest  to  them  in  connection  with  the 
social  events  of  the  school  year  which  tend  to  make  practical  application 
of  their  learned  facts  and  skills. 

As  in  previous  years  several  students  have  gone  after  graduation 
to  art  schools  to  further  their  education  in  this  field  and  once  more  one 
of  the  students  received  a scholarship  by  competitive  award.  This 
time  it  was  won  by  a girl  who  is  now  attending  the  Vesper  George 
School  of  Art. 

May  I,  at  this  time  thank  you,  Mr.  Pierce,  and  the  members  of 
the  School  Committee  for  the  interest  shown  in  my  department  and 
all  the  teachers  for  their  helpful  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mercie  V.  Nichols, 

Art  Supervisor 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  HIGHLAND,  CENTER, 
AND  UNION  STREET  SCHOOLS,  1934 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir : 

I herewith  submit  my  report  of  the  Highland,  Center,  and  Union 
Street  Schools  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1934.  I shall  report 
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mainly  about  the  organizations  of  these  schools  as  Miss  Wadleigh  and 
the  other  supervisors  will  report  more  about  the  work  in  detail. 

The  organization  of  the  Union  Street  and  Center  Schools  is  the 
same  as  in  1933.  The  Union  Street  School  has  two  first  grades  and  two 
second  grades.  The  pupils  in  this  school  are  those  who  live  east  of 
Alain  Street  and  some  of  the  children  who  come  on  the  Main  Street 
bus. 

In  spite  of  absence  due  to  an  epidemic  of  mumps  and  measles, 
tlie  results  of  the  work  accomplished  was  very  satisfactory.  In  the 
first  grades  of  seventy-two  pupils,  only  five  had  to  repeat  the  grade 
and  four  were  given  a half  year  promotion.  In  the  second  grades  of 
sevent}'  pupils  there  were  four  repeaters  and  five  were  given  a half 
A'car  promotion. 

In  the  Center  School  there  are  six  classes  consisting  of  a first 
grade,  a second  grade,  a third  grade,  a remedial  class  of  third  and 
fourth  grade  pupils  and  two  fourth  grades.  The  remedial  class  was  a 
new  feature  last  year  and  it  has  been  a great  success.  Special  methods 
are  used  with  this  group  and  much  individual  work  is  done.  As  a re- 
sult of  this,  many  can  make  the  grade  instead  of  failing  as  they  would 
do  if  placed  in  a regular  group. 

The  appearance  of  the  buildings  has  been  greatly  improved  by 
painting  them.  This  work  was  done  by  the  E.  R.  A..  Metal  ceilings 
liave  been  put  in  the  office  and  in  one  room  at  the  Center  School. 
Abore  electric  lights  have  been  put  in  the  rooms  so  now  the  lights  are 
in  the  four  corners  of  the  rooms  instead  of  in  the  center  of  the  room. 
This  is  a great  improvement. 

During  the  summer  three  new  rooms  were  made  in  the  Highland 
School.  This  was  done  by  moving  the  partitions,  thereby  making  three 
rooms  out  of  two  large  rooms  on  the  first  floor  On  the  second  floor 
two  rooms  were  made,  one  at  each  end  of  the  building,  by  moving 
partitions  and  taking  space  from  the  corridor.  Now  there  are  thir- 
teen rooms.  Six  rooms  are  used  by  the  fifth  grade  and  six  rooms 
are*used  by  the  sixth  grade.  One  room  is  used  by  a third  and  fourth 
grade.  Dy  this  change  the  crowded  condition  at  the  Lowell  Street 
School  and  the  Center  School  was  relieved.  It  made  it  possible,  also,  to 
have  smaller  groups  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades.  The  organization 
of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  was  changed  so  that  now  we  have  four 
groups  which  are  doing  departmental  work  and  two  groups  which  are 
stationary  and  are  doing  remedial  or  special  work.  There  are  at 
present  196  pupils  in  the  sixth  grade  and  211  pupils  in  the  fifth  grade. 
The  remedial  classes  average  thirty  pupils  and  the  others  thirty-five 
pupils  which  is  an  improvement  over  former  years  when  the}^  aver- 
aged forty  to  forty-five  pupils. 

Aliss  Bauer,  teacher  of  arithmetic  and  penmanship  in  the  sixth  grade 
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resigned  in  June  to  l>c  princii'al  of  the  Parker  School  in  Lexington. 
Miss  Scullane  was  elected  to  take  Miss  Bauer’s  place  and  three  new 
teachers  were  elected  for  the  new  rooms. 

During  the  year  the  teachers  have  been  working  on  a course  of 
study  for  social  science.  The  plan  for  the  first  five  grades  is  com- 
pleted and  the  sixth  grade  plan  is  almost  completed.  The  fifth  grade 
is  now  using  Kelty’s,  The  Story  of  the  American  People.  The  fourth 
grades  are  using  Dr.  Wilson’s  Social  Science  Stories  which  has  been 
revised  so  that  now  it  contains  only  history  stories  instead  of  both 
history  and  geography  stories.  The  second  book  of  this  series  is  also 
used  in  the  sixth  grades.  The  geography  course  of  study  is  being  re- 
vised to  fit  the  new  Winston  Geographies  introduced  last  year. 

Special  programs  were  given  in  all  of  the  buildings  during  American 
Education  Week,  November  5 to  November  9-  Many  parents  visited 
the  buildings  at  this  time  to  see  the  regular  work,  also. 

During  the  year,  new  floors  have  been  laid  in  five  rooms.  Now  all 
the  floors  are  new  with  the  exception  of  one  room.  We  hope  that 
this  year  the  E.  R.  A.  will  lay  one  in  that  room  and  in  the  upper  cor- 
ridor. Then  all  the  floors  will  be  new  except  the  one  in  the  assembly 
hall  as  the  floor  in  the  lower  hall  was  new  in  1933. 

During  May  and  June  there  were  eight  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in 
the  Highland  School.  As  a result  of  this,  many  parents  took  their 
children  out  of  school  for  fear  of  contagion.  No  doubt  many  of  these 
pupils  are  having  difficulties  this  }'ear  due  to  this  prolonged  absence. 
It,  also,  prevented  our  having  man}^  activities  w'hich  we  usually  have 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Both  the  outdoor  individual  gym  meet  and 
the  musical  contest  had  to  be  omitted.  This  was  a great  disappointment 
to  the  children  as  they  had  been  practicing  all  the  ^-^ear  for  them. 

The  musical  contest  is  the  outstanding  event  of  the  year.  Each 
group  in  the  school  perfects  two  songs  learned  during  the  year.  The 
fifth  grade  groups  do  two  part  music  and  the  sixth  grade  groups,  three 
part.  The  spirit  of  intermural  competition  and  rivalry  is  keen,  and  the 
quality  of  singing  that  results  is  sometimes  amazing.  Banners  are 
awarded  those  groups  with  the  highest  ratings. 

The  children  are  really  summing  up  the  principles  of  good  singing 
that  they  have  learned  in  their  regular  music  classes.  These  lessons 
of  tone  quality,  watching  the  director,  enunciation,  interpretation  and 
balanced  singing  will  be  useful  to  them  all  their  lives. 

The  judges  this  past  }'-ear  were  to  have  been  Mr.  C.  Francis 
Woods,  Director  of  Music  at  the  Salem  State  Teachers’  College,  Miss 
Ruth  E.  Meyers,  Instructor  at  Boston  University  College  of  Music, 
and  Miss  Charlotte  Hyde,  Supervisor  of  Music  at  Chelmsford.  Mr. 
Woods,  v'ho  has  been  one  of  the  judges  fpr  the  past  five  years,  has  stated 
that  the  work  done  in  these  grades  stands  favorable  comparison  with 
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many  seventh  grades  in  neighboring  towns. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  speaking  of  the  excellent  work 
being  done  at  the  Opportunity  School.  This  is  the  happiest  group 
under  my  supervision.  This  is  due  to  the  spirit  of  co-operation  and 
the  feeling  of  success  which  comes  from  the  fact  that  they  are  “learn- 
ing by  doing.” 

They  have  just  finished  an  Indian  project  which  was  very  well 
done.  After  it  was  finished,  they  gave  a program  for  an  assembly  at  the 
Highland  School.  This  program  included  Indian  songs,  poems,  games, 
and  dances  they  had  learned. 

The  Indian  suits  were  made  from  burlap  grain  bags.  With  the 
exception  of  the  cutting,  in  which  Miss  Nichols,  the  drawing  super- 
visor, helped  them,  the  work  was  done  entirely  by  the  children.  They 
had  Indian  symbols  painted  on  them  and  fringe,  which  they  cut,  sewed 
on,  and  painted. 

Their  headbands  had  Indian  S3^mbols  drawn  on  them  with  colored 
crayons  and  feathers  in  them  which  they  had  painted.  Beads  were 
made  from  cut  macaroni,  dipped  in  paint  and  then  strung. 

They  made  raffia  and  reed  baskets  of  different  shapes  and  sizes. 

They  learned  the  meaning  of  the  Indian  symbols  so  as  to  be  able 
to  read  and  write  stories  in  the  Indian  picture  language. 

A small  model  of  an  Indian  village  was  made. 

The  Indian  work  was  correlated  with  other  studies  and  a book- 
let made  in  which  there  are  pictures,  stories  and  spelling  words. 

With  approximately  eight  hundred  children  under  my  supervision,  I 
consider  their  welfare  should  be  my  first  consideration.  With  that  in 
mind,  I w'elcome  any  suggestion  or  plans  whereby  the  work  may  be 
improved,  the  children  made  happier  and  more  self  reliant,  and  better 
prepared  to  meet  life’s  problems. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  Grace  Wakefield 


REPORT  OF  THE  AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT 


December  31,  1934 

Mr.  Rudolf  Sussmann,  Director 
Agricultural  Department, 

Reading  High  School. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  following  is  a brief  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Agricultural 


Department  for  the  past  year. 

Total  enrollment,  1934-35  39 

Graduates,  October  15,  1934  8 


This  is  the  largest  numbef  of  graduates  for  more  than  ten  years.. 
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The  present  senior  class  consists  of  four.  There  are  nine  juniors,  five 
sophomores  and  one  special  student. 

There  was  more  difficulty  last  year  in  finding  summer  jobs  for 
supervised  practice  than  ever  before,  also  the  home  projects  which  the 
boys  were  able  to  start  and  complete  were  smaller  than  usual  so  that 
the  total  earnings  for  the  class  were  only  $4033.00. 

It  takes  quite  a bit  of  capital  to  start  a poultry  project  or  prepare 
and  plant  a sizeable  garden  and  this  capital  could  not  be  found  by 
many  of  the  boys,  and,  as  stated  above,  jobs  were  scarce. 

The  school  has  been  represented  by  fruit,  poultry,  vegetable  and- 
livestock  judging  teams  and  individuals  at  Topsfield,  Brockton,  Massa- 
chusetts State  College,  Horticultural  Fruit  Show  and  Boston  Poultry 
Show.  At  Brockton,  the  poultry  team  made  the  second  highest  score 
but  placed  fourth  because  of  a triple  tie  for  first.  There  is  considerable 
teaching  value  in  these  contests  between  the  best  schoolboy  judges  of 
the  state.  The  lessons  learned  in  competition  stick  and  seem  to  be  an 
incentive  to  better  work.  Several  times  the  Reading  boys  have  out- 
ranked the  teams  from  the  big  county  schools. 

Garland  and  Dewhurst  entered  birds  of  their  own  raising  and  se- 
lection in  the  Reading  Metropolitan  Poultry  Show  and  won  a first  and 
a.  fourth  respectively  in  strong  competition.  Robert  Watson  has  won 
(|uite  an  array  of  cups,  medals  and  ribbons  with  his  carrier  pigeons  and 
is  a keen  showman.  Richard  Downs  placed  third  in  the  Worcester- 
Reading-Jamaica  Plain  Public  Speaking  Contest  and  went  as  alternate 
to  the  State  Contest  at  Hatfield.  Jack  Blaisdell  did  an  outstanding  job 
in  converting  an  old  truck  into  a powerful  and  practical  tractor. 

From  time  to  time  the  monotony  of  class  room  study  has  been 
broken  by  field  trips  to  notable  local  farms  and  greenhouse  plants  and 
places  of  special  interest  such  as  John  P.  Squires,  Hood’s  Milk  Plant, 
l‘'rost  Insecticide  Company,  The  Waltham  Field  Station,  Farm  Bureau 
Warehouse  at  Waltham  and  Boston  Poultry  Show. 

The  Reading  Chapter  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America,  com- 
posed of  agricultural  students,  has  a membership  in  the  Middlesex 
County  Farm  Bureau.  The  merribers  of  the  chapter  are  planning  an 
agricultural  show  of  their  own  next  fall. 

Last  winter  we  had  a special  course  in  woodworking  under  Mr. 
Alfred  Boehm.  This  winter  the  seniors  and  juniors  have  a course  in' 
auto  mechanics  and  repair  under  Mr.  Ralph  Foster,  in  which  there  is 
great  interest. 

While  major  subjects  are  specified  for  each  year  of  the  course  it 
.'teems  necessary  because  of  the  diversity  of  projects  and  interests,  to 
review  thoroughly  all  of  them,  so,  in  season,  as  far  as  possible,  we 
strive  to  cover  Livestock,  Poultry,  Market  Gardening  and  Fruit  Grow- 
ing, also  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  economic  and  political  aspects  cW: 
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.'tgriculture  from  bulletins,  newspapers  and  other  sources.  As  yet  we 
have'  no  facilities  for  teaching  plant  propagation  and  are  still  hoping 
for  that  small  planthouse  which  would  be  a benefit  to  both  the  classes 
in  agriculture  and  in  biology. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

^ HERMON  T.  WHEELER,  Instructor. 


REPORT  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  HEALTH 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Pierce, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir: 

[ herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  health  department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1934. 

The  organization  and  personnel  of  the  department  has  remained 
the  same  as  last  year.  The  department  has  continued  to  function  on  a 
one  nurse  basis  since  the  dropping  of  the  assistant  nurse  in  June,  1933. 

A clerical  assistant  in  the  form  of  a CWA  worker  was  used  to  ad- 
vantage as  the  nurse’s  assistant  from  January  to  April,  and  served  to 
demonstrate  the  value  of  this  type  of  assistance.  Miss  Josephine  Tur- 
ner was  employed  by  the  school  committee  for  a period  of  six  weeks 
f.his  fall  to  help  with  the  health  examinations  and  the  clerical  work  in- 
volved in  getting  out  the  defect  notices. 

Medical  and  Nursing  Service 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  functions  of  the  school  physi- 
cian the  past  year.  Consistent  with  his  duties  prescribed  by  law.  Dr. 
Henderson  has  continued  to  make  annually  a careful  and  separate  ex- 
amination of  the  pupils  through  the  senior  high  school.  This  examina- 
tion, supplemented  by  a careful  check  of  eyes  and  ears,  has  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  know  the  individual  health  needs  of  each  pupil.  The 
aggregate  findings  indicate  the  points  of  emphasis  in  our  preventive 
and  remedial  programs.  While  the  advisability  of  such  a complete 
check-up  each  year  is  sometimes  questioned,  because  of  the  expenditure 
of  time  involved,  the  results  obtained  in  our  own  particular  case  seem 
1^0  justify  the  continuance  of  the  practice. 

A sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  last  spring  neces- 
sitated the  daily  inspection  of  certain  classrooms  at  the  Highland,  Ju- 
nior High  and  Lowell  Street  Schools  during  the  latter  part  of  May  and 
the  month  of  June.  Cultures  were  made  on  all  suspicious  cases  and  two 
cases,  that  showed  the  presence  of  streptococcus  germs  in  the  throat, 
were  isolated  pending  the  removal  of  their  tonsils.  This  was  done  at 
the  close  of  school  last  June.  It  is  now  recognized  that  immunization 
is  more  effective  measure  of  prevention  and  control  of  scarlet  fever. 
It  is  hoped  that  Reading  will  have  the  benefit  of  a scarlet  fever  preven- 
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tion  program  as  soon  as  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health  is  in 
a position  to  offer  such  a service. 

The  past  year  also  saw  an  increase  in  the  measles  rate  which  re- 
quired special  attention  for  detection  and  control  during  the  month  of 
February.  Here  again,  it  is  recognized  that  inspection  is  an  ineffective 
method  of  prevention  and  control  in  view  of  the  infectiousness  of  the 
disease  before  the  symptoms  appear.  Emphasis  in  measles  control 
should  be  placed  upon  isolation  and  the  protection  of  the  younger 
children  in  the  home  because  of  the  more  serious  effects  of  the  disease 
in  this  age  group.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  any  health  work  that 
raises  the  physical  status  of  children  is  an  effective  means  of  com- 
bating this  disease  inasmuch  as  the  sequelae  of  measles  are  most  likely 
to  occur  in  the  underpar,  malnourished  group. 

Such  inspections  for  the  control  of  specific  diseases,  together  with 
the  regular  inspection  for  cleanliness  and  deviations  from  normal  by 
the  nurse,  the  daily  check  of  suspicious  cases  by  the  doctor,  and  the 
morning  inspection  of  the  pupils  by  the  teacher,  have  helped  to  pro- 
mote and  maintain  standards  of  cleanliness  and  to  keep  contagion  at 
as  low  a level  as  possible  throughout  the  year. 

Follow-up  work  incident  to  the  health  examination  and  the  work 
of  the  various  clinics  has  continued  to  claim  a large  share  of  the  nurse’s 
time.  The  number  of  corrections  of  physical  defects  that  have  been 
obtained  has  been  unusually  good,  especially  in  view  of  the  present 
economic  situation-  The  work  which  the  Reading  Dental  Clinic  has 
done  in  caring  for  cases  financially  unable  to  have  dental  care,  and  the 
help  which  the  various  organizations  and  the  Welfare  Department  has 
given  in  defective  vision  and  bearing  cases  have  made  corrections  pos- 
sible in  spite  of  unfavorable  economic  conditions  in  the  home. 

As  valuable  as  remedial  work  is  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  in- 
dividual pupil,  our  greater  responsibility  lies  in  the  protection  and 
promotion  of  the  health  of  all  the  pupils.  To  this  end,  increasing  em- 
phasis is  being  placed  by  the  department  upon  the  maintenance  of 
health  standards  throughout  the  school  system. 

Efforts  to  secure  adequate  lighting  for  all  classrooms  have  been 
made  this  fall  through  the  use  of  a sight  meter  to  determine  deficien- 
cies. While  the  survey  has  not  yet  been  completed,  there  is  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  that  some  of  the  classrooms  are  below  standard,  es- 
pecially in  regard  to  artificial  lighting.  A detailed  report  of  the  survey 
will  be  submitted  to  3^ou  at  an  early  date. 

Evidence  of  this  same  type  of  preventive  work  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  pupils’  seats  and  desks  by  the  physical  education  de- 
partment. 

Your  enthusiasm  for  the  maintenance  of  health  standards  in  our 
school  buildings  is  a source  of  satisfaction  to  this  department,  and  gives 
an  assurance  that  faulty  conditions  will  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible. 
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One  of  the  most  worthwhile  projects  in  the  way  of  preventive  medi- 
cine that  the  health  department  has  ever  undertaken  is  the  dental- 
nutrition  survey  now  in  progress.  In  co-operation  with  the  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Health,  the  health  service  is  attempting  through 
this  program  to  attack  the  problem  of  tooth  decay  from  the  standpoint 
of  nutrition.  To  date,  only  the  dental  survey  has  been  completed,  but 
plans  have  been  evolved  whereby  each  case  selected  at  the  time  of  the 
survey  will  be  given  the  opportunity  for  nutritional  supervision  and 
advice  by  a nutritionist  from  the  state  department  of  health  in  addition 
to  adequate  dental  care  by  the  family  dentist  or  clinic. 

The  dental  survey,  which  is  the  only  item  of  the  program  that  in- 
volves expense,  was  paid  for  by  the  Reading  Good  Health  Committee, 
and  was  conducted  by  the  dentists  of  the  dental  clinic.  The  project 
has  the  co-operation  and  active  participation  of  all  the  dentists  in 
town. 

The  ACH  index  method  of  determining  the  nutritional  status  of 
children  was  used  for  the  first  time  this  fall  in  the  elementary  grades. 
This  method,  which  consists  of  measuring  the  arm,  chest  and  hip  girth, 
has  been  developed  by  the  American  Child  Association.  It  is  advocated 
as  a more  reliable  index  of  nutritional  status  than  that  determined  by 
the  former  method  of  age,  height,  weight  tables.  The  ACH  index  and 
the  annual  growth  record  from  the  basis  of  our  selection  of  children 
that  require  special  supervision  and  care. 

Adequate  provision  for  handicapped  children,  especially  the  hard 
of  hearing  group,  is  still  lacking  in  our  school  system.  There  are,  at 
the  present  time,  approximately  ten  or  twelve  children  who  have  been 
definitely  recommended  for  lip  reading  instruction.  These  children  plus 
many  more,  whose  hearing  loss  according  to  the  audiometer  indicate 
the  advisability  of  lip  reading,  form  a sizeable  group.  Consideration 
of  these  children  is  urged  as  soon  as  financial  conditions  warrant. 

The  registration  of  children  entering  school  for  the  first  time  in 
September  was  held  March  6 and  7.  There  are  indications  this  past 
year  that  parents  are  beginning  to  value  this  type  of  pre-entrance-to- 
school  survey  as  a means  of  better  preparing  their  children  for  school. 
There  was  noted  over  the  results  of  other  years,  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  children  registered,  a marked  increase  in  the  number  who 
had  the  recommended  examination,  and  a small  but  noticeable  increase 
in  the  number  of  physical  defects  corrected  before  school  entrance. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done  before  our  children  enter  school 
physically  fit.  A survey  of  the  physical  records  of  first  grade  pupils 
show  a high  percent  of  children  with  defective  teeth,  enlarged  tonsils 
and  other  physical  defects  that  hinder  their  school  progress.  A more 
active  participation  on  the  part  of  the  Parent-Teachers’  Association  in 
getting  the  child  ready  for  school  is  suggested  as  a worthy  and  needed 
community  project. 
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Clinical  Services 

Of  great  value  in  our  remedial  program  are  the  various  clinics  that 
are  maintained  and  operated  by  the  Reading  Good  Health  Committee, 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Health  and  the  school.  A discussion 
of  the  activities  of  these  clinics  follows : The  first  two  clinics  are  main- 
tained by  the  local  organization,  the  latter  two  by  the  state  department 
and  the  fifth  by  the  school  itself. 

Reading  Dental  Clinic 

After  eight  years  of  service,  Dr.  S.  Maxwell  Beal  found  it  neces- 
sary to  sever  his  connections  with  the  clinic.  Dr.  Frederick  Haley, 
who  had  acted  as  Dr.  Beal’s  assistant  for  the  past  five  years,  was 
placed  in  charge,  and  Dr.  Arthur  Slingsby,  who  had  served  as  substitute 
for  three  years,  became  Dr.  Haley’s  assistant. 

The  clinic  has  continued  to  work  under  difficulties  in  the  form  of 
a too  heavy  case  load  and  in  the  reduction  by  more  than  half  of  the 
fees  collected  at  the  clinic.  Because  of  the  increased  number  of  child- 
ren that  have  had  to  be  cared  for  at  the  clinic,  it  has  prevented  a sys- 
tematic return  of  each  child  within  a six  month  or  one  year  period. 
This  is  most  unfortunate  from  the  point  of  view  of  providing  adequate 
dental  supervision.  While  the  collections  at  the  clinic  at  any  time  have 
contributed  only  a small  amount  toward  the  support  of  the  clinic,  their 
falling  off  has  meant  an  increased  burden  on  the  committee,  and  has 
caused  the  diversion  of  funds  that  otherwise  might  have  been  used 
toward  the  extension  of  clinic  time. 

During  the  year  the  clinic  operated  73  days,  during  which  time  280 
children  made  1426  visits  and  received  2682  treatments.  It  is  interesting 
and  encouraging  to  note  that  the  average  numbers  of  visits  per  child 
was  5.1  as  compared  with  5.6  the  previous  year-  While  this  cannot  be 
considered  much  in  the  way  of  a reduction,  it  is  nevertheless  encourag- 
ing when  an  increase  might  have  been  expected  in  view  of  the  inade- 
quate diets  that  many  of  the  children  have  been  having  because  of 
financial  necessity. 

A survey  of  the  work  also  shows  no  increase  in  the  number  of  ex- 
tractions of  permanent  teeth,  but  rather,  a reduction.  On  the  other 
hand,  an  increase  in  gum  conditions  that  are  associated  with  a nutrion- 
al  deficiency  has  been  noted. 

Following  the  registration  of  children  for  school  last  spring,  many 
pre-school  children  received  dental  care  at  the  clinic.  Parents  of  child- 
ren, eligible  for  treatment  at  the  clinic,  are  urged  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  opportunity.  From  the  standpoint  of  preventive  dentistry,  it  is 
important  to  get  children  of  this’  age  group  under  supervision. 

Reading  Posture  Clinic 

The  posture  clinic  has  operated  on  a bi-monthly  instead  of  a 
monthly  schedule  this  past  year.  This  clinic  is  for  remedial  purposes 
only  and  is,  in  the  main,  for  the  diagnosis  and  correction  of  structural 
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and  congenital  cases  of  poor  posture.  Four  clinics  were  held  at  which 
the  total  attendance  was  77  and  the  total  number  of  new  cases  19. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  the  clinic  has  been  in  operation  since  1928, 
and  that  there  has  been  in  our  schools  an  accompanying  program  of 
corrective  posture  w’ork  for  the  same  period  of  time,  a gradual  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  cases  that  require  clinic  care  or  corrective  work 
of  any  kind  should  be  expected. 

Certain  factors,  however,  have  tended  to  retard  this  expected  curve 
of  improvement.  Up  to  the  present  time  there  has  never  been  a satis- 
factory time  allotment  for  the  physical  education  teachers  to  do  the 
corrective  work.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  senior  and  junior  high 
schools.  Furthermore,  there  is  evidence  that  parents  and  pupils  still 
do  not  fully  appreciate  the  value  and  importance  of  good  posture.  These 
conditions  must  be  remedied  before  the  corrective  work  becomes  ef- 
fective. The  first  is  an  administrative  problem.  The  second  is  a matter 
of  education,  and  is  the  responsibility  of  the  combined  health  and  phy- 
sical education  departments. 

While  it  is  expected  that  as  the  preventive  program  in  behalf  of 
good  posture  becomes  more  effective,  the  emphasis  upon  correction 
will  be  correspondingly  lessened,  it  seems  safe  to  assume  that  there 
will  always  be  some  children  that  will  require  a reconstructive  form  of 
physical  education  program. 

Chadwick  Clinic 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  Reading  had  a large  Chadwick  Clinic  avail- 
able to  all  our  pupils  in  November  and  December,  1933,  no  clinic  was 
held  in  the  year  1934.  The  follow-up  of  cases  examined  at  the  clinic, 
the  securing  of  sanatorium  care  for  seven  children  and  the  taking  of 
twenty-seven  cases  to  North  Reading  Sanatorium  for  examination  con- 
stituted the  special  activities  in  the  interests  of  tuberculosis  prevention 
throughout  the  year. 

The  year  1934  saw  the  completion  of  the  Chadwick  Clinic  as  a cen- 
tralized state  function.  In  the  future,  Reading  will  receive  this  type 
of  service  from  North  Reading  Sanatorium. 

Habit  Clinic 

The  development  of  child  guidance  clinics  throughout  the  country 
within  the  last  few  years  has  been  a source  of  satisfaction  and  help  to 
everyone  concerned  with  the  health  and  welfare  of  children.  The 
foundation  upon  which  such  clinical  service  has  been  built  is  the  con- 
viction that  much  of  the  maladjustment  and  mental  illness  of  later  life 
can  be  eliminated  through  adequate  attention  to  early  symptoms  of 
maladjustment  and  personality  problems  in  childhood. 

The  early  detection  of  maladjustment,  an  analysis  of  its  causes  and 
an  application  of  remedial  treatment  is  today  as  much  a responsibility 
of  the  school  as  the  adjustment  of  those  factors  that  influence  unfavor- 
ably the  physical  health  of  the  pupils. 
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Reading  has  been  fortunate  in  having  been  able  to  meet  its  re- 
sponsibility in  this  respect  for  the  past  eleven  years  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Habit  Clinic.  This  clinic  has  met  at  the  High  School  every 
Tuesday  afternoon  throughout  the  school  year  and  the  month  of  July. 
It  is  a service  furnished  by  the  state  as  a part  of  its  mental  hygiene- 
program. 

Parents  and  teachers  are  increasingly  using  the  clinic  because  of  a 
realization  that  many  of  the  problems  of  child  training  call  for  expert 
diagnosis  and  guidance. 

Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinics 

These  clinics  have  been  conducted  annually  by  the  school  since 
1923  as  a part  of  its  disease  prevention  program.  The  -work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  clinics  is  carried  on  by  the  school  physician,  assisted  by 
the  nurse  and  a group  of  interested  lay  people. 

Seven  clinics  were  held  in  March  and  April  at  which  the  total  at- 
tendance was  656,  an  increase  of  126  over  the  previous  year’s  figures. 
Of  the  247  children  attending,  101  had  the  Schick  test  after  having  been 
immunized  the  previous  year,  and  146  were  immunized,  91%  receiving 
three  inoculations.  Forty  three  percent  of  those  immunized  were  of 
pre-school  age.  From  both  the  individual’s  and  community  standpoint, 
this  is  highly  desirable.  Whether  the  school  should  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility for  this  age  group  is  a question. 

The  distribution  of  the  work  done  according  to  ages  follows: 


Age— years  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10-14  15-19  204+ 

Schick  Test  3 3 4 4 16  28  21  6 11  1 3 

Immunization  4 6 8 11  31  33  45  12  13  6 8 


Health  Instruction 

Our  organized  health  instruction,  which  last  year  carried  through 
the  junior  higli  school,  was  extended  Lins  fall  to  the  seinoi  high  school 
when  hygiene  was  made  a requirement  of  the  senior  year.  While  the 
time  allotment  for  this  subject  is  far  too  short  it  is  a step  in  the  right 
direction.  Health  content  is  now  found  in  the  senior  high  school  io 
the  basic  subjects  such  as  biology,  chemistry  and  physics,  and  in  the  spe- 
cific subjects  of  hygiene  and  home  economics. 

A discussion  of  the  fundamental  principles  underlying  our  health 
teaching  and  the  methods  used  at  the  various  grade  levels  is  found  in 
last  year’s  report.  The  content,  textbooks  in  use  and  the  pupils  reached 
by  this  same  program  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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HEALTH  INSTRUCTION 

Reading,  Massachusetts 

Grade  Content  Textbooks  Instructor  Pupils  Reached 
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Emphasis  in  our  health  teaching  program  this  coming  year  should 
be  placed  upon  the  organization  and  development  of  the  senior  high 
school  course ; the  intensifying  of  a systematic  program  of  health  habit 
training  for  the  lower  grades ; and  the  study  and  revision  of  the  cur- 
riculum in  these  same  grades  to  make  it  better  adapted  and  more  per- 
tinent to  our  own  pupil  and  community  needs. 

Community  Co-operation 

In  a recent  survey  of  public  * health  nursing,  one  of  the  criticisms 
of  school  health  work  was  the  failure  to  make  use  of  organized  lay 
groups  and  volunteers  in  the  school  health  program.  Such  a criticism 
could  not  have  applied  to  our  own  program  for  we  have  had  citizen 
participation  since  the  beginning  of  school  nursing  in  1920.  Many  of 
the  activities  that  we  have  carried  on,  and  much  of  the  remedial  work 
that  has  been  done  could  not  have  been  possible  without  the  help  of 
these  interested  lay  people. 

The  department  again  acknowledges  with  appreciation  the  assist- 
ance that  the  Reading  Good  Health  Committee  has  given  through  the 
continuance  of  the  dental  and  posture  clinics;  the  providing  of  glasses 
and  other  necessities  for  need}"  cases;  the  raising  of  funds  to  send 
three  children  to  camp ; and  the  attendance  of  its  members  at  the  diph- 
theria prevention  clinics  and  the  annual  health  examinations. 

We  are  likewise  grateful  to  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  the 
Welfare  Department  and  the  local  FERA  administration  for  their 
friendly  co-operation  and  help. 

Conclusions 

As  director  of  health,  I am  confronted  with  two  major  problems 
that  cause  discouragement  and  result  in  ineffectiveness  in  the  work. 
One,  I feel,  is  within  the  power  of  the  school  committee  to  correct.  The 
other  can  be  remedied  only  as  general  economic  conditions  improve. 

With  the  pressure  of  work  due  to  a pupil  load  of  approximate!}^ 
twenty-three  hundred  children  plus  the  work  of  the  clinics  and  that 
involved  in  the  health  education  program,  there  is  not  enough  time  for 
the  evaluation  of  the  health  work  or  for  the  study  and  improvement 
of  the  program  as  a whole.  From  the  standpoint  of  the  pupil,  there  is 
not  the  opportunity  for  the  nurse  to  individualize  her  program,  thus 
making  it  impossible  for  her  to  meet  the  individual  pupil’s  needs.  As- 
sistance in  the  form  of  a full  time  clerical  assistant  or  the  restoration 
of  the  second  nurse  would  help  to  relieve  this  situation. 

The  last  few  years  have  been  particularly  difficult  for  any  type  of 
health  or  social  service  work.  While  it  is  felt  that,  because  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  local,  state  and  federal  government,  there  is  little  actual 
hunger  in  our  town,  it  is  known  that  many  of  our  children  are  having 
diets  that  are  inadequate  and  non-health  building  in  character.  Added 
to  this,  is  the  fact  that  many  have  not  proper  or  adequate  clothing. 
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These  things  must  have  an  effect  upon  the  child,  and,  in  the  aggregate, 
serve  to  undermine  the  efforts  in  behalf  of  health  promotion.  It  is 
realized  that  only  through  redoubled  efforts  in  our  health  teaching  and 
our  health  supervision  programs  can  we  hope  to  counteract,  in  part, 
the  effects  of  this  period  of  depression. 

In  closing,  may  I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  teachers  for 
their  loyal  support  of  the  health  work;  and  the  parents  for  their  hearty 
co-operation  and  appreciation.  It  has  been  a pleasure  to  find  you,  Mr. 
Pierce,  interested  in  the  health  work,  and  to  feel  that  you  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  aims  and  the  objectives  of  the  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MABEL  M.  BROWN,  R.  N. 

Director  of  Health. 


187 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 


For  the  Year  Ended  December  3 1 , 


1934 


To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  was  organized  March  9,  1934,  with 
Harold  W.  Putnam  as  chairman,  and  A.  Russell  Barnes,  Jr.,  secretary. 
Mr.  Alexander  Birnie  was  re-elected  to  serve  for  another  year  as 
Superintendent  of  the  departments  coming  under  the  Board. 

Directly  following  this  report  is  the  detailed  report  of  the  Su- 
perintendent to  which  we  earnestly  direct  the  attention  of  the  towns- 
people. It  should  be  read  with  great  care  and  compared  with  those  of 
other  years.  A certain  amount  of  progress  can  be  noted  in  each  de- 
partment. 

The  Highway  Department  has  extended  the  town  road  system 
through  the  acceptance  of  new  streets  by  1.60  miles.  It  is  the  policy 
of  the  Board  to  cause  to  be  constructed  each  year  some  part  of  the 
town’s  roads  with  State  and  County  aid.  West  St.,  South  Main  St.  and 
Post  Office  Square  were  constructed  in  this  manner  during  the  past 
twelve  months.  As  an  economy  measure  the  Board  has  made  use  of 
the  honing  method  to  repair  and  smooth  the  highways.  Woburn  St. 
was  done  over  in  this  way  at  considerable  less  cost  than  other  methods. 

This  year  1338.15  feet  of  granolithic  sidewalk  have  been  constructed 
at  an  average  cost  of  .524  cents  per  running  foot  to  the  abutter.  We 
cannot  urge  too  strongly  the  continued  construction  of  this  type  of 
permanent  sidewalk.  The  amount  due  from  property  owner  may  be 
spread  out  over  a period  of  years,  not  exceeding  ten,  thus  reducing 
to  a very  great  extent  the  burden  of  payment. 

Sewer  extensions  have  increased  but  slightly  this  year,  and  we 
regret  that  this  is  so.  The  cesspool  as  a means  of  caring  for  sewage 
is  generally  unsatisfactory,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  enable 
home  owners  to  connect  with  the  town  wide  system.  As  a further 
step  toward  that  end  a substantial  reduction  has  been  made  this  year  in 
the  cost  of  connecting  the  house  to-  the  sewer  in  the  street. 

The  town  parks  this  year  have  received  considerable  attention 
largely  because  the  Federal  Government  aid  has  been  of  such  a charac- 
ter that  it  is  most  advantageously  applied  here.  New  tennis  courts,  a 
renovated  ball  field  and  a general  leveling  off  of  formerly  unusable 
ground  are  some  of  the  accomplishments  in  this  department,  all  at  a 
negligible  cost  to  the  town. 

As  in  the  past  year,  this  year  also  has  placed  an  added  respon- 
sibility on  the  Public  Works  Department  in  the  supervising  of  a great 
number  of  Federal  Government  aid  projects.  However,  by  this  means 
many  necessary  works  have  been  done  which  might  otherwise  be  de- 
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ferred  indefinitely  because  of  lack  of  funds. 

The  members  of  this  Board  believe  that  the  portion  of  the  town’s 
money  placed  at  their  disposal  has  been  most  economically  used. 
We  have  endeavored  throughout  the  year  to  maintain  service  at  lower 
cost  and  keeping  in  mind  the  fact  that  increased  frugality  tends  to  de- 
crease service  we  believe  we  have  had  reasonable  success. 

Any  suggestions  from  the  citizens  of  the  town  which  will  aid  in 
the  administration  of  the  duties  of  this  Board  will  be  highly  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM 
A.  RUSSELL  BARNES,  JR. 
WILLIAM  T.  FAIRCLOUGH 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
ELMER  P.  CROOKER,  JR. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 

Gentlemen : 

As  required  by  Section  4,  Chapter  118,  of  an  Act  authorizing  the 
Town  of  Reading  to  establish  a Board  of  Public  Works,  I respect- 
fully submit  for  your  consideration  the  fourteenth  annual  report  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  (Water,  Highway,  Sewer  and  Park)  in- 
cluding a financial  report  of  each  department,  and  a chronicle  of  the 
principal  work  performed  with  recommendations  for  the  coming  year. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT 


Maintenance  Account: 

Receipts : 

Cash  on  Hand,  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 4,841.02 

Meter  Rates  49,714.07 

Service  Pipe  Maintenance  587.99 

Service  Pipe  Construction  786.99 

Rent  180.00 

Fines  and  Summons  51.80 

Hydrant  Rental  1,000.00 

Hydrant  Repairs  49.24 

Drinking  Fountains  100.00 
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Sprinklers  42.00 

Misc.  Receipts  88.82 


Total $ 57,441.93 

Appropriation  $ 55,000.00 

Expenditures  : 

Office  Alaintenance  $ 3,331.96 

Pumping  Station  Costs : 

Sta.  Xo.  1,  Alill  St 1,687.20 

Sta.  No.  2,  Grove  St 8,131.77 

Alaintenance  of  Aleters  4,724.44 

Alaintenance  of  Service  Pipes  2,748.49 

Alaintenance  of  Alain  Pipes 552.97 

Alaturing  Bonds  13,000.00 

Bond  Interest  3,080.00 

Auto  Alaintenance  773.81 

Shop  Alaintenance  132.76 

Alain  Pipe  Construction  12,766.59 

Service  Pipe  Construction  2,037.74 

Aleter  Construction  483.88 

Hj^drants  and  Drinking  Fountains  1,086.57 

Aliscellaneous  138.77 


GRAND  TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  $ 54,676.95 


Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  

$ 

323.05 

Total  Cost  of  Water  System  since  beginning  to 
Jan.  1,  1934  

$ 

647,328.16 

Expended  1934 : 

Alain  Extension,  Alaint.  Acct 

Aleters  

$ 12,766.59 
483.88 

Total 

$ 

13,250.47 

Total  Cost  Dec.  31,  1934 


$ 660,578.63 


FINANCIAL  STATISTICS 
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$ 57,441.93  Total $ 57,441.93 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
For  Year  Ending  December  31,  1934 
Reading  Water  Department 
Reading,  Middlesex  County,  Massachusetts 


General  Statistics 

Population  hy  census  of  1935 — 10,932. 

Date  of  Construction : 1'890,  Mill  Street,  1931,  Grove  Street. 

By  whom  owned:  Town  of  Reading. 

Sources  of  Supply:  Filter  Gallery  and  Artesian  Wells. 

Mode  of  Supply  (whether  gravity  or  pumping)  : Pumping. 

Pumping  Statistics 

Builders  of  Pumping  Machinery:  Sullivan  Machine  Co.,  George  F. 
Blake  M^g.  Co.,  Platt  Iron  Works,  DeLaval  Steam  Turbine  Co. 

Electric  Pumps  at  Grove  Street  Station 

Description  of  Pumps : 

(A)  Pumping  Unit  No.  1-2-stage  5/4  DeLaval,  75  H.  P.  1750  R. 
P.  M.  3 phase,  60  cycle,  440  volts,  650  G.  P.  M. 

(B)  Pumping  Unit  No  2-2-stage  8/6  DeLaval,  125  H.  F'.  1750 
R.  P.  M.  3 phase,  60  cycle,  440  volts,  1000  G.  P.  M. 

K.  W.  H.  used  for  year : 274,435. 

Power  Cost  for  year:  $5,212.12  (13  months  bill). 

Total  Pumpage  by  Venturi  Meter:  221,260,400. 

Cost  of  pumping  per  million  gallons,  power  only : $22.09. 

Average  number  gallons  pumped  per  K.  W.  H. : 806.24. 

Cost  of  pumping  figured  on  Total  Pumping  Station  No.  2 Ex- 
penses, per  million  gallons  pumped:  $32.58. 

Total  cost  of  supplying  water,  per  million  gallons,  figured  on 
total  maintenance,  plus  interest  on  Bonds:  $115.05. 

Average  Static  Head  against  which  pumps  work  : 227. 

Average  Dynamic  Head  against  which  pumps  work:  258. 

Statistics  Relating  to  Distribution  Mains 

Kind  of  Pipe : Cast  Iron,  Galvanized  Iron. 

Sizes:  1%  inches  to  12  inches. 

Extended:  1251  feet  of  12”,  2198  feet  of  6”,  Cast  Iron  Main. 
Total  in  use  at  present:  44.32  miles  (6”  to  12”). 

Cost  of  Maintenance  per  mile : $12.48. 

Number  of  Hydrants  added  during  year : 5. 

Number  of  Hydrants  in  use,  (Public  and  Private)  : 278. 
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Number  of  Stop  Gates  added  during  year:  17. 

Number  of  Stop  Gates  now  in  use : 692. 

Number  of  Stop  Gates  smaller  than  4” : 146. 

Number  of  Blow  Offs  added  during  year:  12. 

Number  of  Blow  Offs  now  in  use:  28. 

Range  of  Pressure  on  Mains:  45-90. 

Suction  Line  F — 637  feet  of  8”  Main. 

Gates  on  Suction  Line — Line  F — 1-8”,  13-2^”. 

Total  No.  Gates  in  use  on  Suction  Lines:  4-12”,  2-8”,  80-2J4”. 

Statistics  Relating  to  Services 

Kind  of  Pipe : Cast  Iron,  Galvanized  Iron,  Lead,  cement  lined 
and  copper  tubing. 

Sizes:  to  6”. 

Extended : 2,120.90  feet. 

Total  in  use  : 37.94  miles. 

Number  of  active  service  taps  added  during  year:  21. 

Number  of  service  taps  in  use  : 2604. 

Average  length  of  services  : 1934 : 88.20  feet. 

Average  cost  of  service  to  owner:  1934:  $34.53. 

Number  of  meters  repaired:  564. 

Number  of  meters  added  : 46. 

Number  of  meters  junked:  14. 

Number  of  meters  now  in  use:  2783. 


WATER  BONDS  AND  INTEREST 

There  were  $13,000.00  in  bonds  payable  in  1934. 

The  interest  on  serial  bonds  for  the  year  1934  amounted  to  $3,080.00. 


There  are  $13,000.00 
as  follows  : 

in  bonds  and  $2,620.00  interest 

due  in  1935 

Payable 

Interest 

Bonds 

Mar.  15,  1935 

$ 160.00 

April  15,  1935 

525.00 

$ 5,000.00 

May  1,  1935 

40.00 

2,000.00 

June  1,  1935 

700.00 

5,000.00 

Sept.  15,  1935 

160.00 

1,000.00 

Oct.  15,  1935  - 

437.50 

Dec.  1,  1935 

597.50 

Total 

$ 2,620.00 

$ 13,000.00 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT 
Rainfall  at  Pumping  Station,  1934 


Month 

Normal  Rainfall 
Inches 

Rainfall  in 
1934  Inches 

Excess  or 
Deficiency  1934 

January 

3.26 

3.17 

.,-0.09 

February 

3.34 

3.29 

-0.05 

March 

3.76 

5.13 

-j-1.37 

April 

4.00 

3.09 

-0.91 

May 

2.98 

2.52 

.-0.46 

June 

3.52 

4.00 

-fO.48 

July 

3.30 

1.25 

-2.05 

August 

3.42 

1.73 

-1.69 

September 

3.72 

6.43 

-F2.71 

October 

3.01 

3.89 

4-0.88 

November 

3.15 

2.03 

-1.12 

December 

3.41 

2.70 

-0.71 

Totals 

40.87 

39.23 

-1.64 

Rainfall 

The  average  rainfall  for  Massachusetts  as  deduced  by  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Health  from  long  continued  observation,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  State,  is  44.  54  inches. 

As  may  be  seen  by  a table  in  this  report  showing  the  amount  of 
rainfall  for  the  years  1900-1934  inclusive,  the  average  rainfall  at  the 
Reading  Pumping  Station  on  Mill  Street  is  40.87  inches.  The  rain- 
fall this  past  year  was  a deficiency  of  5.31  inches  compared  with  the 
State  observations  and  a deficiency  of  1.64  inches  compared  with  the 
Pumping  Station  observations. 

There  was  an  excess  of  rainfall  in  the  months  of  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember, and  October  of  5.44  inches,  and  a deficiency  in  the  months  of 
January,  February,  April,  May,  July,  August,  November,  and  December 
of  7.08  inches ; compared  each  month  with  an  average  rainfall  between 
the  years  of  1900-1934  inclusive. 

The  elevation  of  the  Hundred  Acre  Meadow  Pumping  Station  is 
approximately  80  feet  above  the  sea  level.  The  greatest  rainfall  in  1934 
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for  any  one  month  was  in  September,  with  a fall  of  6.43  inches ; in  any 
one  day,  Saturday,  March  31,  with  a fall  of  2.68  inches. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT 


During  the  record  breaking  cold  wave  in  the  early  part  of  Jan- 
uary, 1934,  the  Water  Department  continued  the  installation  of  a 12” 
water  main  from  Haven  Street  to  the  Railroad  Crossing  on  Ash  Street. 
This  work  was  a continuation  of  a C.  W.  A.  project  which  started  in 
November,  1933 ; the  Main  Street  section,  being  uncompleted,  was 
carried  on  into  1934.  Owing  to  several  feet  of  frost  in  the  ground, 
work  progressed  slowly,  but  was  eventually  completed  on  January  26, 
1934. 

At  Haven  Street,  the  12”  main  from  the  Mill  Street  Pumping 
Station  was  connected  to  the  new  12”  main  with  a Y connection  and 
gate  valves  installed  where  necessary.  This  connection  was  a very 
difficult  one  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  department  had  to  tuunel  in 
18j4  feet  below  the  concrete  roadway  and  all  work  was  performed  at 
night,  when  the  shutting  off  of  the  water  in  the  Square  would  least 
inconvenience  the  store-keepers. 

Previous  to  the  Chapter  90  concrete  construction  of  Main  Street, 
from  Washington  to  Haven  Streets,  the  house  services  in  the  section 
mentioned  were  excavated  and  examined  for  signs  of  weakness,  and, 
where  found,  were  renewed  to  the  main.  In  three  instances,  services 
were  laid  to  the  street  line,  for  possible  future  connections,  at  vacant 
lots.  Two  new  hydrants  were  installed  previous  to  said  construction, 
one  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Washington  Streets,  and  one  at  corner 
of  Ash  Street  and  Post  Office  Square.  The  hydrant  on  Main  Street 
near  the  B.  & M.  Railroad  Crossing,  and  the  hydrant  on  Main  Street 
corner  Green  Street  were  gated.  The  hydrant  on  Main  Street,  in  front 
of  the  Municipal  Light  Department  office,  was  connected  to  the  new 
12”  main. 

The  water  was  let  into  the  12”  main  on  May  17  and  I strongly 
recommend  the  installation  of  a 12”  main  on  Ash  Street  from  Brook 
Street  to  the  present  12”  main  on  Main  Street,  a distance  of  3200  feet. 
When  this  connection  is  completed  it  will  have  many  advantages  be- 
cause our  two  standpipes  will  then  be  connected  with  a 12”  main, 
making  better  fire  protection  and  reducing  the  friction  load  on  the 
pumps. 
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Due  to  the  permanent  construction  of  West  Street  from  the  Wo- 
burn town  line  to  Prescott  Street,  it  was  found  necessary  to  renew  29 
services  which  showed  signs  of  age.  All  service  and  gate  boxes  in  this 
section  were  located  and  raised  to  grade,  and  the  hydrant  opposite 
Oak  Street  was  moved  back  five  feet  and  gated. 

At  the  intersections  of  West  Street  and  Scotland  Road,  and  West 
Street  and  Howard  Street  Extension,  six  inch  mains  were  laid  to  the 
edge  of  the  paved  surface,  for  future  connections. 

A six  inch  main  was  laid  on  Pearl  Street,  from  Franklin  Street 
southerly,  to  supply  fire  protection  to  three  houses  and  eliminate  a 
dead  end.  This  main  was  installed  by  E.  R.  A.  labor,  supervised  by 
an  employee  of  the  water  department. 

On  Gardner  Road  many  complaints  were  made  of  bad  tasting, 
odorous  water,  due  to  the  fact  that  no  circulation  of  water  was  pos- 
sible. A petition  was  also  received  from  the  residents  of  Gardner 
Road  and  Ide  Street  for  a fire  hydrant.  Both  of  these  conditions 
were  satisfactorily  remedied  by  the  installation  of  a six  inch  main  on 
Pleasant  Street,  from  Eaton  Street  to  Gardner  Road,  and  a fire  hy- 
drant, which  was  placed  on  Gardner  Road  near  th«  corner  of  Pleasant 
Street. 

Three  six  inch  water  main  extensions  were  made  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  4%  Guarantee ; on  Pilgrim  Road,  California  Road,  and 
Pinevale  Avenue.  New  building  construction  on  these  three  roads 
necessitated  the  extension  of  the  mains.  On  Pilgrim  Road,  where 
two  new  houses  were  constructed,  a hydrant  was  installed  for  fire 
protection.  The  Town  is  guaranteed,  by  the  owners  of  property 
served  by  these  mains,  a revenue  of  4%  payable  semi-annually,  of  the 
original  cost  of  construction  of  said  mains. 

Breaks  in  main  pipes  were  limited  to  breaks  in  the  1%  inch  mains 
»n  Howard  Street  Extension  and  Intervale  Terrace.  The  pipe  in  How- 
ard Street  Extension  has  been  eaten  away  in  several  places  by  acids  in 
the  soil,  and  should  be  replaced  by  a six  inch  cast  iron  pipe.  On  Inter- 
vale Terrace,  electrolysis  caused  a large  hole  to  develop  in  a 1%  inch 
main. 

On  many  of  the  outlying  streets  of  the  town,  a condition  exists 
where  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  circulation  of  the  water  in  the  dis- 
tributing mains.  These  are  called  “dead  ends”,  and  are  caused  by 
either  being  laid  in  dead  end  streets  or  by  having  no  means  of  con- 
nection with  another  main.  These  “dead  ends”  have  been  the  cause 
of  much  complaint  by  the  house  holders  supplied  from  them,  as  this 
“dead  water”  is  stale,  often  rusty  and  odorous. 

To  remedy  this  defect,  a blow-off  has  been  placed  on  each  dead- 
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end  from  which  complaints  have  been  received,  and  a systematic  process 
of  flushing  has  been  carried  out,  which  greatly  improves  the  quality  of 
water  supplied  to  residents  on  these  dead-ends.  On  Wilson  Street, 
where  many  complaints  were  made,  it  was  found  necessary  to  install 
blow-offs  at  both  the  end  and  the  center  of  the  street  before  the  con- 
dition was  remedied. 

The  Bear  Hill  Standpipe,  which  was  built  in  1930,  was  drained  and 
cleaned  elirly  in  November,  the  work  being  done  by  regular  employees 
of  the  Water  Department.  No  interruption  of  the  water  supply  to 
consumers  was  caused,  as,  during  the  period  of  draining  and  cleaning, 
the  town  was  supplied  by  the  Auburn  Street  Standpipe.  Hydrants 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bear  Hill  were  opened  and  flushed  to  clean  the  mains, 
before  again  filling  the  Bear  Hill  Standpipe.  As  the  Auburn  Street 
Standpipe  was  cleaned  in  December,  1933,  both  standpipes  are  now  in 
good  condition. 

During  the  year  a systematic  flushing  of  hydrants  in  outlying 

sections  of  town  and  on  dead  end  mains  has  been  carried  on,  in  an 
effort  to  insure  the  water  mains  being  kept  in  their  present  clean  con- 
dition. 

The  regular  annual  inspection  of  fire  hydrants  proved  them  to 
be  in  excellent  repair.  Several  drips  were  dug,  in  order  that  the 
hydrants  might  drain  more  readily  when  used,  and  a new  2 1-2”  hose 
nipple  replaced  on  one  hydrant.  Four  hydrants  were  struck  by  auto- 
mobiles and  broken,  located  as  follows:  Kingston  Street,  in  front  of  No. 
13;  Main  Street,  near  No.  430;  Van  Norden  Road,  corner  Harold 

Avenue ; and  Main  Street,  north  of  No.  306.  In  the  first  two  instances, 
the  town  has  been  reimbursed  for  the  damage  done  by  the  owners 
of  cars  involved ; the  last  two  named,  struck  by  “hit-and-run”  driver^s, 
identity  unknown,  remain  unpaid.  All  hydrants  have  been  given  a sec- 
ond coat  of  red  and  aluminum  paint,  which  greatly  improves  their 
visibility. 

Twenty-one  new  house  service  taps  were  made  during  the  year, 
totaling  2,076.40  feet,  or  an  average  length  of  98.87  feet  per  service, 
A six-inch  main  was  laid  from  Temple  Street,  in  front  of  No.  25,  into 
the  playing  field  of  the  Walter  S.  Parker  Junior  High  School,  and  from 
this  main  190.6  feet  of  2”  cast  iron  service  pipe  was  laid  along 

the  southerly  edge  of  the  field,  to  supply  three  outlets  with  water.  A 

meter  box  was  constructed  at  the  end  of  the  six  inch  main  and  a meter 
installed.  An  E.  R.  A.  project  supplied  labor  for  this  job,  supervised 
by  regular  Water  Department  employees.  Cellar  shut-offs  were  in- 
stalled on  84  old  services  and  on  47  services  it  was  necessary  to  re- 
pair pipes  at  the  cellar  walls. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  December,  1933,  many  water  meters  were 
frozen,  due  to  the  record  cold  wave,  and  these,  together  with  many 
others  frozen  by  extremely  low  temperatures  of  January,  February, 
and  March,  1934,  were  repaired  by  means  of  a C.  W.  A.  project,  em- 
ploying seven  men,  supervised  by  the  regular  meter  repair  man.  After 
the  frozen  meters  had  been  repaired,  it  was  decided  to  remove  active 
meters  which  had  been  in  service  for  many  years  and  clean  and  repair 
them.  Many  of  the  meters  so  treated  had  been  in  constant  use  for  over 
30  years,  and  several,  after  37  years  of  constant  service,  were  still  op- 
erating in  an  efficient  manner.  Except  in  special  instances,  no  meters 
were  removed  that  could  not  show  20  or  more  years  of  continuous 
service.  These  meters  were  removed,  taken  apart,  cleaned,  new  parts 
installed  to  replace  worn  or  broken  ones,  and  carefully  tested.  Each 
meter  was  also  painted  before  replacing. 

There  were,  in  all,  approximately  278  water  meters  repaired  under 
this  project,  at  an  average  cost  per  meter  of  $1.63  for  parts. 

An  examination  of  all  box  meters  has  been  made,  and  wood  and 
felt  covers  fitted  in  the  meter  boxes  as  insulation  against  the  frost. 
Three  brick  meter  boxes  have  been  built  to  take  the  place  of  three  old 
wooden  boxes  which  were  in  danger  of  collapse,  one  at  No.  138  Ash 
Street,  one  at  No,  216  Lowell  Street  and  one  on  Haven  Street  at  the 
Rockport  Fish  Market. 

Because  of  the  dry,  hot  summer,  an  all-time  pumping  record  was 
made  by  the  Hundred  Acre  Meadow  Pumping  Station  in  1934.  A total 
pumpage  of  221,260,400  gallons  was  recorded  by  the  Venturi  Meter,  be- 
ing an  increase  of  49,413,100  gallons  over  1933,  the  previous  high.  A new 
rate  controller  has  been  added  to  the  switchboard  apparatus  this  year, 
which  regulates  the  shuttnig  down  of  the  pumps  and  eliminates  to  a 
great  degree  the  surge  in  the  mains  when  the  pump  stops. 

Suction  Line  F,  which  was  started  in  1933  and  left  unfinished  when 
the  heavy  rainfall  of  September,  1933,  flooded  the  meadows,  was 
completed  in  1934,  and  comprises  637  feet  of  8”  cast  iron  suction  main, 
and  thirteen  2 1-2  ” driven  wells  of  an  average  depth  of  35.9  feet. 
This  work  was  accomplished  by  the  regular  employees  of  the  Water 
.Department  together  with  Welfare  laborers. 

The  wells  on  Lines  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E have  been  cleaned  and 
were  found  to  be  in  first  class  condition.  The  wells  and  suction  mains 
have  been  installed  as  follows: 

. Line  A— Installed  1931— 16  Wells 

•'  Line  B— Installed  1931-^17  Wells 
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Line  C— Installed  1932—11  Wells 

Line  D— Installed  1932— 12  Wells 

Line  E— Installed  1933—  9 Wells 

Line  F — Installed  33-34 — 13  Wells 

Lines  A and  B were  found  to  be  in  first  class  condition  with  the 
•exception  of  Wells  No.  10  and  No.  11.  No.  10  well  was  found  to 
contain  20  feet,  and  No.  11  well  12  feet,  of  fine  sand.  As  these  wells 
will  have  to  be  driven  deeper  to  reach  a coarser  water  bearing  strata, 
they  w'ere  left  cut  off  from  the  suction  main  for  future  attention. 

All  of  the  remaining  wells  were  found  to  contain  a considerable 
amount  of  rust,  and  required  from  one  to  four  hours  of  steady  pumping 
on  each  well  before  they  were  properly  cleaned.  Below  each  well 
on  Lines  A and  B (with  the  exceptions  of  Nos.  10  and  11)  was  found 
a sump  hole  a foot  or  more  in  depth.  I have  consulted  several  able 
engineers  for  an  explanation  of  this  condition  and  in  their  opinions 
excessive  pumping  of  these  two  lines,  previous  to  the  installation  of 
additional  wells,  was  the  cause. 

I would  recommend  that  all  wells  be  cleaned  out  every  three 
months,  until  such  time  as  they  remain  in  a clean  condition.  This 
cleaning  is  carried  out  as  follows  : Each  well  is  cut  off  from  the  suc- 
tion main  by  means  of  its  gate  valve,  the  cap  is  removed  from  the  well, 
and  a diaphragm  pump  threaded  on  the  well.  The  well  is  then  pumped 
clear  by  hand.  If  the  well  is  not  freeflowing  the  pump  is  removed 
from  the  well  and  a 3-4”  galvanized  iron  pipe,  with  a well  washing 
point  attached  to  the  end  is  lowered  into  the  well,  and  water  pressure 
applied  from  the  Town  system.  After  a thorough  washing,  the  pump 
is  again  attached  and  the  well  pumped  until  clear  water  is  obtained. 
A crew  of  three  men  are  required  for  this  work  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  $4.62  per  well. 

The  Mill  Street  Pumping  Station  has  been  held  in  readiness  for 
possible  emergencies  through  the  year,  but  has  pumped  no  water  into 
the  distributing  system. 

A two-car  brick  garage,  22’  x 22’  in  dimension,  was  constructed 
at  Hundred  Acre  Meadow  pumping  station,  an  E.  R.  A.  project  sup- 
plying the  labor.  This  garage  is  constructed  of  the  same  grade  brick 
as  the  pumping  station,  and  matches  it  in  design,  presenting  a very 
attractive  appearance.  It  is  valued  both  as  a store  house  for  well  driv- 
ing equipment,  fittings,  etc.,  as  well  as  providing  a shelter  for  the 
engineer’s  car. 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT 
1934  Main  Water  Pipe  Extension 


16”  12”  10”  8”  6”  1J4”  Total 

Main  St 1251  1251 

Pearl  St 1014  1014 

Pleasant  St 221  221 

Pilgrim  Rd 284  284 

Jr.  High  School  163  163 

Howard  St.  Ext 35  35 

Scotland  Rd 35  35 

California  Rd 160  160 

Pinevale  Ave 286  286 

Suction  Line  “F”  637  637 

1251  637  2198  4086 


COMPARATIVE  TOTAL  PUMPAGE  DURING  THE  PAST  TEN 
YEARS— 1925  to  1934  INCLUSIVE 


Year 

Annual 

P'umpage 

(Gallons) 

Increase 

or 

Decrease 

(Gallons) 

Average 

Daily 

Pumpage 

(Gallons) 

Increase  o 

Decrease 

(Gallons) 

Cost  per  ] 
Gallons  P’ 
Figured  oi 
M»aint.  an 
Int.  on  B( 

Estimated 

Population 

1925 

120,112,169 

458,314 

Inc. 

329,074 

1,256 

Inc. 

$176.02 

7424 

1926 

116,481,568 

3,630,601 

Dec. 

319,127 

9,947 

Dec. 

212.90 

8796 

1927 

119,057,792 

2,576,224 

Inc. 

326,185 

7,058 

Inc. 

212.37 

8796 

1928 

131,714,708 

12,656,916 

Inc. 

359,876 

33,691 

Inc. 

237.31 

8796 

1929 

139,983,143 

8,268,435 

Inc. 

383,515 

23,639 

Inc. 

213.75 

8796 

1930 

147,186,973 

7,203,830 

Inc. 

403,257 

19,742 

Inc. 

494.92 

9747 

1931 

144,923,924 

2,263,049 

Dec. 

397,051 

6,206 

Dec. 

211.95 

9747 

1932 

161,609,500 

16,685,576 

Inc. 

441,423 

44,372 

Inc. 

120.73 

9747 

1933 

171,847,300 

10,237,800 

Inc. 

470,389 

28,966 

Inc. 

113.22 

9747 

1934 

221,260,400 

49,413,100 

Inc. 

606,192 

135,803 

Inc. 

115.05  10,932 
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HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  the  yearly  report  of  the  Highway  Department: 
Appropriations  and  Balances  Voted  in  March  Town  Meeting: 


1.  Highway  Maintenance  and  Construction  $ 30,000.00 

2.  Chapter  90 — Main  Street  6,000.00 

3.  Chapter  90 — West  Street  5,000.00 

4.  Removal  of  Snow  and  Ice  6,500.00 

5.  Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains  500.00 

6.  Sidewalk  Construction  2,000.00 

7.  Develop,  of  Storm  Water  Drainage 2,603.69 

8.  Construction  of  Third  Street  315.48 

9.  Construction  of  Cedar  Street  103.53 

10.  Construction  of  Ellis  Avenue 140.40 

11.  Construction  of  County  Road  1,428.75 

12.  Construction  of  Van  Norden  Road  2,675.00 


$ 57,266.85 

Unexpended  Balances  from  Previous  Appropriations: 

13.  -Construction  of  Haverhill  St $ 1,426.31 

14.  1933  Storm  Water  Drainage  603.69 


$ 2,030.00 

Received  from  State  and  County 

Chapter  90 — Main  Street  $ 12,000-00 

Received  from  State  and  County 

Chapter  90 — West  Street  10,000.00 

Transfer  to  Snow  and  Ice  Account  22.63 


Total  1934  Appro,  and  Bal.  Fwd.  from  1933  $ 81,319.48 

Expenditures  and  Balances  of  the  Above  Appropriations: 

1.  Appro,  for  Maint.  and  Const $ 30,000.00 

Expended  29,998.93 


Balance  $ 1.07 

2.  Chapter  90 — Main  Street  $ 6,000.00 

Received  from  State  and  County  12,000.00 


$ 18,000.00 

Expended  17,716.90 


Balance  $ 283.10 
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3.  Chapter  90 — 'West  Street  $ 5,000.00 

Received  from  State  and  County  10,000.00 

$ 15,000.00 

Expended  14,777.71 

Balance  $ 222.29 

4.  Removal  of  Snow  and  Ice  $ 6,500.00 

Transfer  22.63 

6,522.63 

Expended  6,522.63 

Balance  $ .00 

5.  Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains  $ 500.00 

Expended  499.96 

Balance  $ .04 

6.  Sidewalk  Construction  $ 2,000.00 

Transfer  from  Ellis  Avenue  Acct 55.29 

Transfer  from  Cedar  Street  Acct 16.32 

$ 2,071.61 

Expended  2,070.57 

Balance  $ 1.04 

7.  Development  of  Storm  Water  Drainage $ 2,603.69 

14.  Balance  Forward  from  1933  603.69 

$ 3,207.38 

Expencfed  3,202.83 

Balance  $ 4.55 

8.  Construction  of  Third  Street  $ 315.48 

Expended  - 276.418 

Balance  $ 39.00 

(Note : Balance  transferred  to  Chapin  Ave.) 
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10.  Construction  of  Ellis  Avenue  $ 140.40 

Expended  85.11 

Balance  $ 55.29 

(Note  : Balance  transferred  to  Side-walk  Acet.) 

11.  Construction  of  County  Road  $ 1,428.75 

Expended  . i 1,357.46 

Balance  $ 71.29 

12.  Construction  of  Van  Norden  Road $ 2,675.00 

Expended  2,082.40 

Balance  $ 592.60 

(Note:  Balance  transferred  as  follows:) 

To  Chapin  Ave.  Acet $192.60 

To  Sidewalk  Acet 400.00 

592.60 

13.  Construction  of  Haverhill  Street.  Chap.  90 

1933  Balance  Forward  $ 1,426.31 

Expended  1,426.31 

Balance  $ .00 

14.  (See  No.  7) 

15.  Construction  of  Chapin  Avenue 

Transferred  from  Van  Norden  Road  $ 192.60 

” ” Third  Street  39.00 

” ” Board  of  Public  Works  ..  300.00 

” ” House  Connection  Acet.  . . 328.90 

Totals  $ 860.50 

Expended  19.47 

Balance  $ 841.03 

9.  Construction  of  Cedar  Street  $ 103.53 

Expended  87.21 

Balan'ce  $ 16.32 

(Note  : Balance  transferred  to  Sidewalk  Acet.) 
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TOTALS 


Item 

Appro. 

Expend. 

Balance 

Bal.  Fwd. 

1 

$30,000.00 

$28,998.93 

$ 1.07 

2 

18,000.00 

17,716.90 

283.10 

3 

15,000.00 

14,777.71 

222.29 

4 

6,522.63 

6,522.63 

.00 

5 

500.00 

499.96 

.04 

6 

2,071.61 

2,070.57 

1.04 

7 and  14 

3,207.38 

3,202.83 

4.55 

8 

315.48 

276.48 

39.00 

transfer 

9 

103.53 

87.21 

16.32 

transfer 

10 

140.40 

85.11 

55.29 

transfer 

11 

1,428.75 

1,357.46 

71.29 

71.29 

12 

2,675.00 

2,082.40 

592.60 

transfer 

13 

1,426.31 

1,426.31 

.00 

14  (See  No.  7) 

15  (transfers) 

860.50 

19.47 

841.03 

841.03 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

The  regular  routine  work  of  the  Highway  Department  has  been 
accomplished  during  the  past  year,  and  through  use  of  C.  W.  A.,  E.  R. 
A.,  and  Welfare  Department  labor,  much  extra  work  has  been  done. 
Streets  in  outlying  sections  of  the  Town  have  been  widened,  straight- 
ened, and  otherwise  improved.  Storm  Water  Drainage  has  been  sub- 
stantially increased,  as  well  as  other  special  projects  hereinafter  list- 
■ed.  It  is  the  intent  of  this  report  to  describe,  briefly  the  work  done. 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal 

The  severe  snow  storm  of  February  20,  1934,  taxed  to  the  utmost 
■degree  the  snow-plowing  equipment  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
At  that  time,  the  equipment  consisted  of  two  large  truck  plows,  in 
good  repair,  one  old  four  cylinder  Auto-Car  truck,  in  poor  condition, 
two  small  truck  plows,  and  the  Cletrac  tractor  outfit  which  was  in  very 
poor  condition. 

The  plows  were  called  out  at  12:45  A.  M.  on  Tuesday,  February  20. 
At  this  time  about  two  inches  of  snow  had  fallen,  but  by  1 :45  A.  M.  it 
was  snowing  heavily.  Practically  the  entire  Town  was  plowed  once, 
but  by  6 A.  M.  fifteen  inches  of  snow  had  fallen,  with  a wind  of  gale 
force  drifting  it  to  depths  of  three  and  four  feet.  As  the  temperature 
was  around  32  degrees,  the  snow  was  very  heavy. 

By  noon  on  Tuesday  the  entire  snow  plowing  outfit  was  concen- 
trated on  the  main  streets  in  an  effort  to  keep  them  open,  and  side 
streets  left  as  they  were.  We  were  sadly  in  need  of  a heavy  tractor 
to  open  drifted  streets,  as  the  small  truck  plows  were  unable  to  plow 
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the  heavy,  drifted  snow,  and  even  the  larger  truck  plows  required  crews 
of  men  to  shovel  out  drifts.  A truck  plow  was  hired  from  the  Cum- 
mings Express  Co.  to  aid  the  Highway  Department’s  regular  equip- 
ment. 

Complaints  of  unplowed  streets  began  to  come  in  around  8 A.  M. 
and  we  continually  received  telephone  calls  until  late  Wednesday 
night,  when  they  dropped  off  in  number,  although  the  calls  continued 
to  come  in  for  several  days. 

The  plows  were  kept  going  continuously,  and  on  Tuesday  night, 
when  the  storm  was  over,  we  started  to  gain  on  the  snow.  However, 
with  the  high  wind,  streets  that  had  been  plowed  earlier  were  found 
to  be  drifted  full.  Tuesday  night  and  Wednesday  the  equipment  was 
in  operation,  and  by  Wednesday  night  the  personnel  of  the  Highway 
Department  were  badly  in  need  of  rest,  having  been  working  continu- 
ally since  12:45  Tuesday  morning.  Wednesday  night  fresh  drivers 
were  obtained  and  work  progressed  throughout  the  night. 

Also,  at  2 A.  M.  on  Thursday  the  State  tractor  was  obtained,  and 
the  outl}dng  streets,  i.  e. : Grove,  Franklin,  Haverhill,  Charles,  Wake- 
field, and  Pearl  were  broken  out.  The  State  tractor  was  returned 
at  noon  on  Thursday,  and  work  continued  on  outlying  streets  with 
the  large  Town  trucks  and  a crew  of  shovelers.  At  three  A.  M.  on 
Friday  the  trucks  were  put  up.  Rain  had  started  some  time  earlier, 
turning  to  snow,  which  added  an  inch  and  one  half  to  the  previous  fall. 

At  7 :00  A.M.  the  plows  were  again  called  out  and  kept  in  opera- 
tion until  3 :00  A.  M.  the  following  morning,  removing  as  much  as  pos- 
sible of  the  slush  resulting  from  the  previously  mentioned  rainfall,  and 
widening  narrow  streets.  Crews  of  men  were  also  employed  in  open- 
ing catch  basins  and  water-ways  to  care  for  the  surface  water. 

Friday  afternoon  the  temperature  dropped  rapidly,  causing  the 
slush  and  snow  to  freeze  and  hampering  the  plows.  By  morning  of 
Saturday  the  conditions  were  such  that  plowing  was  stopped,  the  en- 
tire Town  having  been  plowed,  and  work,  on  snow  removal  from  the 
Square  and  Haven  Street  commenced. 

Four  privately  owned  trucks  were  hired  for  snow  removal  work, 
and  as  many  men  employed  loading  snow  as  would  Work. 

The  work  continued  over  Sunday,  and  by  Sunday  night  the  Square 
and  part  of  Haven  Street  were  cleared  of  snow.  On  Sunday  also  all 
public  schools  were  plowed  out  by  the  air  compressor  plow  and  a crew 
of  men.  This  plow  was  used  as  a call  truck  over  the  weekend. 

On  Sunday  evening,  February  25,  the  second  storm  arrived.  The 
temperature  was  low,  as  a result  of  which  the  snow  was  light  and 
feathery,  and  was  accompanied  by  a wind  of  gale  force.  The  plows 
were  called  out  at  11  :00  P.  M.  and  found  the  plowing  much  easier  than 
that  of  the  preceding  storm,  due  to  the  lightness  of  the  snow.  Caution 
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had  to  be  exercised,  however,  due  to  the  irozen  snow  and  ice,  not 
set  the  plow  blades  too  deep,  because  of  the  danger  of  damaging  the 
equipment. 

Plowing  continued  all  day  Monday  and  Monday  night,  and  on  Tues- 
day, at  1 A.  M.,  the  five  ton  tractor  belonging  to  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Works  was-  again  procured  and  opened  up  several  badly 
drifted  streets.  It  was  also  used  to  widen  streets,  pushing  hack  the 
piled-up  snow  in  an  efficient  manner. 

On  Tuesday  morning  work  on  removing  snow  from  the  Square  and 
Haven  Street  was  continued,  seven  privately  owned  trucks  being  hired 
to  haul  the  snow  away,  thus  permitting  the  Highway  Department  equip- 
ment to  carry  on  the  work  of  plowing.  . 

While  some  few  complaints  were  received  from  citizens  during  the 
second  storm,  the  total  number  was  negligent  as  compared  to  the 
first  storm.  During  the  entire  storm  period  special  attention  was  given 
to  emergency  calls  for  sickness,  residents  in  need  of  fuel,  and  other 
like  cases.  Several  streets  were  opened  during  th-e  height  of  the  storm 
to  accommodate  ambulances,  doctors,  and  deliveries  of  fuel. 

During  the  entire  storm  everything  that  could  be  done  to  keep  tlie 
roads  open  was  done,  but  from  the  start  we  were  hopelessly  handi- 
capped by  lack  of  equipment.  Our  M ead- Morrison  tractor,  which  l:ad 
formerly  been  of  tremendous  assistance,  was  obsolete  and  useless.  .\t 
this  time  I wish  to  strongly  recommend  the  purchase  of  a four  ton 
tractor  and  a large  truck,  complete  with  plows.  Our  present  snow 
plowing  equipment  is  inadequate  to  cope  with  a storm  of  major  pro- 
portions, and  I feel  that  in  order  to  clear  our  streets  in  an  efficient 
manner,  the  new  ec^uipment  is  very  necessary. 

The  sidewalk  snow  plows  were  used  only  to  plow  out  sidewalks  in 
the  vicinity  of  schools,  as  the  sidewalks  were  too  badly  drifted  to 
plow.  Onl}^  those  sidewalks  on  main  streets  near  the  center  of  town 

were  cleared,  most  of  this  work  having  been  done  by  shoveling.  Sev- 

eral streets  were  opened  by  horse  drawn  plows,  such  as  Van  Norden 
Road,  Walnut,  South,  Curtis,  Third,  etc.,  and  some  were  later  ’widened 
by  the  truck  plows. 

I strongly  recommend  the  purchase  of  a gasoline  motored  side- 
walk plow,  of  the  type  manufactured  by'  McCormick-Deering.  With  a 
plow  of  this  type,  eight  horse-drawn  plows  could  be  dispensed  with, 

at  a substantial  saving  to  the  Town.  This  outfit  could  also  be  used 

to  push  back  snow  in  gutters. 

I wish  to  state  that  the  entire  personnel  of  ‘the  Public  Works  De- 
partment deserve  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  they  responded  to 
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the  emergency  brought  about  by  the  storm.  Many  of  the  men,  par- 
tmularly  the  truck  , and  tractor  drivers,  worked  two  nights  and  three 
days  without  sleep  during  the  first  storm,  and  when  the  second  storm 
arrived,  were  ready  and  v/illing  to  go  through  with  it  again. 

I also  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
for  their  helpful  suggestions  and  co-operation  during  the  storm. 

General  Highway  Miaintenance 

The  severe  Wdnter,  with  extreme  cold  weather  and  late  Spring 
snows,  left  the  highways  in  only  fair  condition.  General  Highway 
Maintenance  work  was  started  the  middle  of  April,  and  a number 
of  streets  were  scarified,  graded,  rolled  and  treated  with  Tarvia  B. 
In  all,  51,567  gallons  of  Tarvia  B were  used  to  surface  roadways. 

By  means  of  an  E.  R.  A.  Project,  a road  hone  was  constructed  and 
tried  out  on  several  streets,  using  Tarvia  Re-tread  B as  a surfacer. 
This  apparatus  is  so  constructed  that  a series  of  steel  blades,  placed 
diagonally  to  each  other,  and  held  in  position  by  a heavily  weighted 
wooden  frame,  is  dragged  by  truck  or  tractor  over  a highway  freshly 
treated  with  Retread  B.  The  steel  blades  cut  off  the  high  places  in 
the  roadway,  and  by  causing  the  aggregate  so  collected  to  pass  from 
one  blade  to  another,  mix  it  thoroughly.  When  this  mixture  finds  its 
*way  past  the  last  blade,  a steel  leveling  bar  spreads  it  evenly  over  the 
highway.  W'oburn  Street,  from  the  Square  to  Chute  Street  was 
honed  at  a cost  of  .038  per  square  yard,  with  excellent  results.  By 
honing,  a road  graduall3^  regain^  its  original  shape,  i.  e.,  a convex 
curve  from  gutter  to  gutter,  as  the  hone  blades  gather  the  material 
w'hich  has  been  moved  by  traffic  from  the  center  of  the  roadway  to 
the  shoulders,  and  place  it  m its  former  position.  I would  recommend 
the  purchase  of  a heavj'-  steel  road  honing  machine  which  v/ill  be  more 
effective  than  the  light  wooden  one  now  in  use  in  shaping  up  the  high- 
ways. This  neW  steel  hone  will  not  only  give  us  better  highwaj'^s  but 
will  speed  up  the  work  and  reduce  the  cost  per  square  yard  over  the 
old  method  of  scarifying.  It  will  also  do  away,  to  a certain  degree, 
with  the  tremendous  expense  of  K P patching  our  highways. 

The  car  tracks  on  Rowell  Street,  from  the  Square  to  Middlesex 
Avenue  have  been  covered  with  a fine  Type  D bituminous  concrete 
mixture,  at  a cost  of  .37  per  square  >^ard.  Favorable  comment  has  been 
made  by  the  townspeople  anent  this  improvement  as  the  rails  and 
cobblestones  were  rough  and  uneven,  and  were  the  cause  of  many  ac- 
cidents. 

A total  of  6,394  gallons  of  Tarvia  K P and  17.10  tons  of  Pea  stone 
have  been  used  in  highway  patching  the  past  year.  A mixture  of  Tar- 
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via  K P and  gravel  has  also  been  used  for  patching,  and  has  proved 
satisfactory  on  certain  streets.  The  cost  of  this  gravel  mix  is  of 
course  less  than  that  of  the  stone  mix,  and  was  used  extensively  on 
streets  that  were  to  be  honed.  Considering  the  hard  winter  and  the 
fact  that  most  of  our  highways  are  tar-coated  gravel,  they  are  in 
fairly  good  repair. 

The  following  private  ways  were  accepted  as  Public  Town  Ways 
at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  March  5,  1934: 

Ellis  Avenue,  from  Hillcrest  Road  264.67  feet  Westerly; 

Third  Street,  from  Cedar  Street  to  North  (proposed)  Street,  a 
distance  of  550.00  feet; 

Cedar  Street,  from  Hopkins  Street  to  Third  Street,  a distance  of 
181.00  feet.  A relocation  of  Grove  Street,  from  Forest  Street  to  north 
of  Franklin  Street,  was  also  accepted,  as  was  a relocation  of  the  in- 
tersection of  High  and  Lowell  Streets.  The  acceptance  of  Ellis  Ave- 
nue, Third  and  Cedar  Streets  was  made  under  the  provisions  of  Chap- 
ter 83,  General  Laws,  Section  26,  which  authorizes  the  assessment  of 
betterments  for  road  construction. 

Construction  of  Cedar  and  Third  Streets  was  started  in  May,  and 
filling  was  obtained  from  the  steam  shovel  excavating  Main  Street. 
Third  Street  in  particular  required  considerable  filling,  as  well  as  cut- 
ting off  high  spots.  After  grading  was  completed,  the  streets  were 
each  surfaced  with  Tarvia  B.  Ellis  Avenue  construction  was  started 
in  June,  and  after  grading,  was  tar  coated. 

At  High  and  Lowell  Streets,  a high  bank,  thickly  covered  with 
trees  and  undergrowth,  obstructed  the  view,  and  made  a sharp  corner 
at  the  intersection.  This  bank  was  cut  back  for  a distance  of  sixteen 
feet,  and  a stone  retaining  wall,  95.4  feet  in  length  and  an  average 
height  of  3.0  feet,  was  laid.  The  large  elm  tree  at  the  intersection  was 
not  removed,  and  ornamental  field  stones  have  been  placed  as  a 
protective  wall  around  it.  Traffic  is  now  enabled  to  make  the  turn 
from  High  Street  into  Lowell  Street  without  going  around  the  tree. 

Grove  Street  re-location  was  turned  into  an  E.  R.  A.  Project,  and 
much  of  the  proposed  work  has  been  completed.  Stone  walls  have 
been  moved  back  and  rebuilt,  and  the  curve  abutting  the  property  at 
No.  85  Grove  Street  has  been  straightened  by  cutting  back  the  bank 
and  building  a four  foot  retaining  wall.  Telephone  and  electric  light 
poles  were  set  back  to  conform  with  the  new  street  lines,  and  gravel 
sidewalks  constructed.  As  this  report  is  being  made,  a crew  of  E.  R. 
A.  employees  are  still  working  on  the  project. 

At  the  Special  Town  Meeting  held  March  19,  1934,  County  Road, 
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from  Howard  Street  Extension  2,553.82  feet  in  a North-twesterly  di- 
rection, was  accepted  under  Chapter  83.  This  was  without  doubt  the 
most  difficult  piece  of  road  construction  in  Reading  in  recent  years. 
Count}’^  Road  is  situated  on  the  Westerly  bounds  of  the  town,  be- 
tween West  Street  and  the  Woburn  town  line,  and  follows  the  con- 
tour of  a steep  hill,  necessitating  a grade  of  -7.89%  in  several  places. 
A narrow,  winding  roadway,  in  most  places  only  10  feet  wide,  was 
widened  to  make  a finished  roadway  24  feet  in  width.  Large  boulders, 
several  tons  in  weight,  were  excavated,  and  a protruding  ledge  taken 
out.  Construction  was  started  in  May,  with  an  E.  R.  A.  Project,  at 
the, end  of  Howard  Street  Extension.  The  project  was  disallowed  by 
order  of  the  Federal  authorities,  and  a steam  shovel  engaged  to  com- 
plete the  work  of  excavation.  After  grading  and  rolling,  the  road- 
wa}'  was  treated  with  Tarvia  B.  A change  in  grade  of  a portion  of 
the  road  was  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Survey  at  a hearing  held 
October  15  from  Station  0 + 0 to  Station  600,  at  which  hearing  the 
abutters  were  present  and  signified  their  approval. 

Van  Xorden  Road  was  also  accepted  as  a Public  Way  at  the 
Special  Town  Aleeting,  Alarch  19.  Van  X^orden  Road,  4,283.62  feet  in 
length,  runs  from  Forest  Street  to  Franklin  Street,  and  was  also 
started  as  an  E.  R.  A.  Project,  but  was  discontinued  by  official  E.  R. 
A.  orders.  However,  a substantial  amount  of  work  had  been  accom- 
plished, mainly  the  spreading  of  filling  obtained  from  Main  Street 
Chapter  90  Construction.  A steam  shovel  completed  excavation  on 
A+n  Norden  Road,  which  was  then  graded,  rolled  and  surfaced  with 
Tarvia  B. 

At  this  same  Town  meeting,  the  relocation  and  alteration  of  Frank- 
lin Street,  7,599.14  feet  in  length,  from  Alain  Street  Westerly  to  Grove 
Street,  was  approved.  This  has  been  one  of  the  most  dangerous  roads 
in  Reading,  with  sharp,  narrow  curves,  high,  view-obstructing  banks, 
and  a narrow  traveled  \vay  throughout.  An  E.  R.  A.  Project  has  been 
approved  to  carry  on  the  work  of  re-location,  and  it  is  expected  to 
continue  on  through  the  winter  of  1934-35, 

Stone  walls  are  to  be  set  back,  curves  straightened  and  widened, 
banks  cut,  and  the  entire  traveled  way  scarified,  graded,  and  sur- 
faced with  Tarvia  B. 

On  November  27,  1934,  a second  Special  Town  Aleeting  approved 
the  acceptance  under  Chapter  83  of  Chapin  Avenue,  622.13  feet  in 
length,  from  Main  Street  Easterly  to  Elliott  Street;  a relocation  of  a 
portion  of  Grove  Street,  527.41  feet  long,  north  of  the  Aleadow  Brook 
Golf  Club-house ; and  an  alteration  of  the  Southeast  and  Southwest 
corners  at  the  intersection  of  Lowell  and  Deering  Streets. 
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Chapin  Avenue  has  been  scarified  and  graded  to  level  and  im- 
prove it  temporarily,  as  storm  water  drainage  must  be  installed  before 
the  road  is  constructed.  This  work  will  commence  at  as  early  a date 
in  the  Spring  of  1935  as  weather  conditions  permit. 

At  the  intersection  of  Ldwell  and  Deering  Streets  the  corners  are 
to  be  rounded  and  cut  back,  and  radius  curbing  installed,  as  soon  as 
funds  are  available  for  the  work. 

The  relocation  of  Grove  Street,  north  of  the  Golf  Club,  will  also 
be  made  when  weather  conditions  permit. 

At  the  request  of  certain  interested  citizens,  the  name  of  Third 
Street,  from  Cedar  Street  550.0  feet  Northerly  to  North  (proposed) 
Street,  was  changed  to  “Shipkin  Avenue”  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Work,  after  holding  a public  hearing  at  which  no  objections  to  the 
change  were  made. 

At  the  March  Town  Meeting,  the  sum  of  $6,000.00  was  raised  and 
appropriated  under  Section  34,  Chapter  90,  General  Laws,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  and  constructing  Main  Street  from  Haven 
Street  to  Washington  Street.  Although  $7,000.00  had  been  asked  by 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  carry  the  construction  to  the  B.  & M. 
Railroad  crossing  from  Haven  Street,  the  question  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  grade  crossing  on  Main  Street  was  to  be  eliminated  in  the 
near  future  resulted  in  the  stopping  of  the  construction  at  the  south- 
erly side-line  of  Washington  Street.  The  total  sum  estimated  and 
supplied  by  the  State,  County  and  Town  for  the  construction  was 
$18,000.00. 

The  Storm  Drainage  was  installed  by  the  Highway  Department, 
extra  laborers  being  hired  from  the  Welfare  Department  and  Soldier’s 
Relief  rolls.  Granite  curbing  was  replaced  and  reset,  and  underground 
ducts  laid  for  traffic  signal  lights. 

Charles  Capone  was  awarded  the  contract  for  the  construction 
of  Main  Street,  which  called  for  cement  concrete  surfacing  of  Main 
Street  and  Post  Office  Square,  with  bituminous  concrete  three  feet 
wide  in  the  gutters  on  Main  Street,  and  bituminous  concrete  approaches 
at  intersecting  streets. 

At  the  Westerly  intersection  of  Haven  and  Main  Streets  the 
specifications  called  for  bituminous  penetration ; the  Board  felt, 
however,  that  more  satisfactory  results  would  be  obtained  by  install- 
ing a cement  approach,  which  was  done,  by  Highway  Department  em- 
ployees. 

After  the  completion  of  Main  Street  by  Capone,  the  section  be- 
t\veen  Washington  Street  and  the  Railroad  crossing  was  dragged  with 
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the  road  hone.  The  shoulders  were  shaped  and  the  whole  area  treat- 
ed with  Tarvia  Retread,  giving  a satisfactory  surface.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  section  will  be  surfaced  with  cement  concrete  pave- 
ment in  the  near  future. 

At  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of  March  19,  under  Article  6,  the 
sum  of  $5,000.00  was  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  Chapter  90  con- 
struction and  improvement  of  West  Street,  from  the  Woburn  line  to 
Prescott  Street,  at  an  estimated  total  cost  of  $15,000.00,  two-thirds  of 
which  amount  was  contributed  by  the  State  and  County. 

The  road,  30  feet  in  width,  was  of  bituminous  penetration  with  a 
2^2”  Top  Course  penetrated  with  two  gallons  of  asphalt  per  square 
yard  and  sealed  with  3/8  gallon  of  asphalt,  and  a bottom  course,  vari- 
able, with  a 4l4”  maximum,  bound  with  sand.  The  entire  job  of  con- 
struction was  accomplished  by  the  Highway  Department. 

A steam  shovel  was  engaged  for  roadway  earth  excavation,  and 
the  earth  removed  used  for  filling  on  Count}'  Road.  Gravel  borrow  was 
taken  from  the  Town  pit  off  Grove  Street,  several  hired  trucks  being 
used  to  augment  the  Town  equipment. 

Traffic  was  not  impeded  to  any  great  extent  by  this  construction, 
as  one-half  of  the  road  was  worked  on  at  a time. 

In  lieu  of  a storm  water  drain  from  County  Road  Westerly  into 
Woburn,  a pre-cast  concrete  curb  was  laid,  which  is  pleasing  in  ap- 
pearance and  keeps  the  storm  water  in  the  gutter ; off  the  abutting 
properties. 

Drainage  across  West  Street  was  installed  where  needed,  and 
catch  basins  and  man-holes  adjusted  to  grade.  Approaches  of  inter- 
secting streets,  and  portions  of  sidewalks  were  constructed  of  bi- 
tuminous concrete  surfacing  Type  “D”  and  other  portions  of  side- 
walks of  gravel  and  stone  dust. 

Extra  labor  was  hired  from  Welfare,  Soldier’s  Relief,  and  E.  R.  A. 
rosters  and  paid  at  a 50c  per  hour  rating. 

Granolithic  Sidewalk^ 

Granolithic  sidewalk  construction  started  on  May  4,  as  soon  as 
weather  conditions  were  favorable,  and  was  carried  on  throughout  the 
season.  Three  applications  that  were  received  in  1933  were  taken 
care  of,  as  well  as  eight  new  ones.  Granolithic  sidewalks  totaling 
756.16  square  yards  on  a total  frontage  of  1338.15  feet,  were  laid,  ten 
being  installed  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  83,  as  betterments, 
and  one  as  a cash  proposition.  Four  applications  for  granolithic  side- 
walks, totaling  166.88  feet  frontage,  are  on  hand  for  1935  construction, 
lack  of  funds  preventing  their  installation  in  1934. 
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Granolithic 

Sidewalk  Construction^  By  Streets- 

-1934 

Street 

Frontage 

Square  Yards 

Auburn  Street  . . . . 

106.35 

57.65 

Bancroft  Avenue  . . . , 

300.00 

163.78 

Highland  Street  . . 

67.20 

38.46 

Hillcrest  Road  . . . . , 

80.00 

44.44 

Howard  Street  

: 167.00 

102.76 

John  Street  

216.32 

119.64 

Locust  Street  

55.00 

31.88 

Parkview  Road  ... 

41.28 

20.64 

Pleasant  Street  . . . , 

130.00 

69.47 

Prospect  Street  . . . , 

95.00 

63.00 

Summer  Avenue  . . . . 

80.00 

44.44 

Totals  

1,338.15 

' 756.16 

One  MacAsphalt  sidewalk  was  installed  on  Gould  Street,  contain- 
ing 59.40  square  yards  adjoining  the  Ace  Art  Co.  property. 

Stone  Dust 

Slone  Dust  was  used  to  cover  2,979  square  yards  of -sidewalk  sur- 
face on  a total  frontage  of  5,056  feet.  37.90  tons  of  stonedust  were  used 
on  sidewalk  work. 

Tar.via  B.  SicJewaiks 

Tarvia  B Sidewalk  Construction  v/as  limited  to  -Main  Street,  a 
sidewalk  being  treated  from  Hobart’s  Oarage  637  feet  Southerly,  com- 
prising 460.00  square  yards. 

Gravel  Sidewalks 

Gravel  Sidewalks  have  been  built,  chiefly  by  Welfare  labor,  In- 
the  following  list  of  places,  where  conditions  required:  them.  Gravel 
sidewalks  are  a foundation  upon  which  later  stonedust  or  Tarvia  B 
v.nll  be  placed. 

Street  Signs 

Street  signs  were  installed  as  needed  to  replace  broken  ones,  to 
mark  newly  accepted  Public  Ways,  and  on  the  one  street  the  name 
of  which  was  changed. 

Stone  Bounds 

Stone  Bounds  have  been  set,  to  establish  the  street  lines,  as  is  re- 
quired by  law,  in  the  following  places : 

Longwood  Road,  6 Stone  Bounds,  1 Iron  Pipe,  defining  the  1932 
acceptance;  Haverhill  Street,  2 Stone  Bounds,  1 Iron  Pipe,  to  mark 
the  1933  relocation  opposite  Schurmans,  No.  386  Haverhill  Street;  Van 
Nordeti  Road,  2 Stone  Bounds,  which  were  re-set. 
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Curbing  Installed 

Granite  Curbing  was  installed  under  Chapter  83  at  one  location 
i:i  1934,  totaling:  109.0  feet  in  length. 

In  two  instances,  granite  curbing  has  been  purchased  by  the  abut- 
ter direct  from  the  quarry,  and  labor  to  install  same  has  been  sup- 
plied by  the  Highway  Department,  269.8  feet  of  straight  curbing  and 

12.5  feet  of  radius  curbing,  with  four  2.0  foot  returns,  being  installed. 

Granite  radius  curbing  12.0  feet  in  length  was  set  at  the  north- 
easterly intersection-  of  Fremont  and  Berkeley  Streets  to  correct  a 
drainage  condition  and  protect  the  sidewalk  from  encroaching  traf- 
6c.  At  the  Northeasterly  intersection  of  Main  and  Washington  Streets 

12.0  feet  of  radius  curbing  and  11.5  feet  of  straight  curbing  was  re- 
set; at  the  Southeasterly  intersection  of  Main  and  Green  Streets 

80.0  feet  of  straight  and  15.0  feet  of  radius  curbing  was  re-set;  at  the 
Westerly  side  of  Post  Office  Square  100.0  feet  of  straight  curbing 
Was  re-set ; and  on  the  Easterly  side  of  Main  Street,  from  the  office 
of  the  Malden  & Melrose  Gas  Co.  to  the  Temple  Neckwear  Factory, 

58.5  feet  of  curbing  was  set,' no  curbing  having  formerly  been  set  due 
to  the  presence  of  three  large  elm  trees,  which  have  been  removed. 
A-11  of  this  curbing  work  on  Main  Street  was  occasioned  by  the  Chap- 
ter 90  construction. 

In  front  of  the  Municipal  Building  on  Lowell  Street,  231.0  feet 
of  Straight  and  9.0  feet  of  Radius  curbing  was  re-set,  made  necessary  by 
an  E.  R.  A.  Project  working  on  the  tree  laWn. 

On  Fairview  Avenue  one  throat  stone  was  set. 

Storm  Water  Drainage 

Storm  Water  Drainage  was  advanced  to  the  extent  of  7,427.8  feet 
during  1934.  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.  Projects  were  responsible  for  the 
greater  part  of  this  work,  under  the  supervision  of  Highway  Depart- 
ment employees.  Welfare  and  Soldier’s  Relief  employees  were  used 
in  some  instances,  but  to  no  great  extent. 

The  storm  water  drains  on  Village,  John  and  Minot  Streets,  start- 
ed in  1933,  were  completed  in  March  1934.  A drain  was  next  laid  on 
West  Street,  from  Woburn  Street  to  the  intersection  of  West,  Willow, 
and  Summer  Avenue,  3,277  feet  in  length,  with  11  catch  basins  and  1 
man  hole  located  as  needed  at  intersecting  streets  and  low  spots.  The 
watershed  from  approximately  35  acres  is  carried  in  this  drain.  At 
the  time  work  started,  four  feet  of  frost  was  encountered,  later  in 
the  season  long  sections  of  the  trench  had  to  be  cribbed  to  prevent 
cave-iqs,  from  surface  water  collected  in  the  trench.  Other  ■ drains 
installed  in  1934  are  shown  in  the  following  drainage  table: 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 
STORM  WATER  DRAINAGE  — 1934 


Location 

10  in. 

6 in. 

8 in. 

Size 
30  in. 

of  Dn 
24  in. 

tin  Pip 
21  in. 

>e  Inst; 
20  in. 

illed 
18  in. 

15  in. 

12  in. 

Catch 

Basins 

Man 

Holes 

Curb 

Inlets 

Totals 

John  St 

315 

51 

28 

2 

394.0 

Village  St 

470 

1 

470.0 

Washington  St.  . 

‘72 

1 

72.0 

Minot  St 

iii 

30 

1 

141.0 

West  St 

2400 

877 

11 

i 

3277.0 

Main  St 

‘90 

1038 

306 

11 

5 

‘6 

1434.0 

Green  St 

220 

1 

220.0 

John  St 

360 

‘2 

360.0 

West  Street 

4iT 

150;7 

4 

191.8 

Woburn  Street.  . 

‘48 

48.0 

Van  Norden  Rd. 

‘54 

54.0 

Harriman  Ave.  . 

26 

26.0 

Forest  St 

*28 

28.0 

John  St 

166 

269 

‘3 

435.0 

Locust  St 

Highland  St.  ... 

‘ 6 

231 

i 

237.0 

Hillside  Road . . . 

‘46 

40.0 

Totals 

69.1 

26 

90 

48 

785 

2626 

2697 

1086.7 

36 

8 

6 

7427.8 

Open  Ditches 


The  C.  W.  A.  project  for  cleaning,  deepening,  and  widening  main 
open  drainage  ditches  ended  on  February  15,  1934,  the  two  crews,  total- 
ing 44  laborers  and  2 foremen  having  completed  work  on  the  ditch 
from  John  Street  near  the  Wakefield  line  to  Ash,  Cross,  Main  and 
Prospect  Streets,  the  ditch  near  the  Boston  Stove  Foundry,  and  the 
ditch  running  through  the  Basse  Farm  on  West  Street  to  Birch  Mea- 
dow, where  much  time  was  spent  in  cleaning  main  and  lateral  drainage 
ditches.  The  open  drainage  ditches  are  now  in  excellent  repair  due 
to  the  above  described  project. 

An  E.  R.  A.  project  employing  eight  men  was  evolved  to  rip-rap 
and  repair  the  unimproved  section  of  ditch  remaining  in  Memorial 
Park.  Necessary  excavation  was  done,  and  a section  126  feet  long  on 
one  bank  and  on  the  other  bank  146  feet  long  was  faced  with  rip-rap 
stone  work.  The  entire  open  ditch  which  runs  from  Charles  Street 
through  the  skating  pond  to  the  dam  opposite  Orange  Street,  is  now 
faced  with  rip-rap  stone  work. 

Tables  are  included  in  this  report  showing  the  amount  of  money 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  and  Soldier’s  Relief  to  re- 
lieve unemployment  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
with  a list  of  the  work  accomplished. 
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Amount  of  Work  Done  By  Men  Paid  By  Welfare  Dept.  Under  the 
Direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
Jan.  1 to  Dec.  31,  1934 


Month 


Amount 

Expended 


January  . 
Februar}^ 
March  . . . 

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  . . . 
September 
October  , . 
November 
December 


$ 1,261.65 

1.406.25 
2,262.90 
2,204.40 
1,441.50 
1,285.33 
1,005.30 
1,591.65 

861.75 

878.70 

2.114.25 
1,795.05 


Total 


$18,111.75 


Distribution  of  Welfare  Work: 
Highway  Department 


General  Maint.  Highways 
Sidewalk  Maint.  and  Const. 

Cleaning  Dumps  

Equipment  Repairs  

Snow  and  Ice  Removal  . . . 
Drainage  Construction  .... 
Cleaning  Drainage  Ditches 

Sand  Pit  

Cleaning  Gutters  

Cutting  Brush  

Curbing  

Cleaning  Catch  Basins  . . . 

Shop  

K.  P 

Setting  Stone  Bounds  

Retaining  Walls  

Burning  Leaves  

Street  Signs  


$ 4,868.15 
1,716.00 
858.00 
394.65 
1,452.23 

368.10 
531.90 
477.60 
877.05 
299.25 

104.10 
298.50 

2.40 

103.27 

4.80 

111.45 

212.40 

2.40 
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Main  Street  69.90 

Van  Norden  Road  28.50 

County  Road  108.00 

Third  Street  2.10 

Ellis  Avenue  8.55 

Haverhill  Street  198.15 

Guard  Rail  18.15 


$ 13,115.60 

Water  and  Sewer  Departments 


Service  Pipe  Const,  and  Repairs  $ 153.60 

Main  Pipe  Maint 23.70 

Main  Pipe  Const,  and  Repairs  348.90 

Service  Pipe  Maintenance  257.25 

Maintenance  and  Repairs  of  Hydrants  30.30 

Garage  at  New  Pumping  Station  87.00 

New  Wells  31.35 

Meter  Maintenance  4.20 

Sewer  Const,  and  Repairs  42.90 

Sewer  House  Connection  70.65 


.$  1,049.85 

Park  Department 


Ball  Park  $ 652.15 

Birch  Meadow  674.85 

Memorial  Park 868.80 

Reading  Common  202.05 

Leach  Park  19.20 


$ 2,417.05 


Miscellaneous 


Town  Forest  $ 24.00 

School  Department  413.70 

Municipal  Building  953.85 

Police  Station  4.20 
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Cemetery  Department  11.10 

Office — Clerical  122.40 


$ 1,529.25 


Total  $ 18,111.75 

Amount  of  Work  Done  By  Men  Paid  By  Soldier’s  Relief  Department 
Under  the  Direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
Jan.  1 to  Dec.  31,  1934 

January  $ 92.80 

February  226.20 

March  314.40 

April  272.00 

May  87.80 

June  135.40 

July  137.60 

August  135.40 

September  121.60 

October  84.60 

November  235.00 

December  131.20 


$ 1,974.00 

Distribution  of  Soldier’s  Relief  Work  1934 
Highway  Department 

General  Maint.  Work  $ 444.40 

Sidewalk  Const,  and  Maint 104.00 

Cleaning  Dumps  278.40 

Equipment  Repairs  30.40 

Cleaning  Drainage  Ditches  32.00 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal  265.40 

Cutting  Brush  28.80 

A-^an  Norden  Road  6.40 

Main  Street  7.40 

Sand  Pit  Maint 9.60 

Cleaning  Gutters  35.20 

Clearing  Catch  Basins  6.40 

Burning  Leaves  13.80 

Setting  Curbing  45.40 
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K.  P.  Patching 
Street  Signs  . 


18.00 

6.40 


$ 1,332.00 

Water  and  Sewer  Departments 


Service  Pipe  Maint $ 6.40 

Main  Pipe  Maint.  and  Const 6.40 

Working  at  Pumping  Station  12.80 

Sewer  House  Connection  5.00 


$ 30.60 

Park  Department 

Common  $ 13.20 

Memorial  Park  92.80 

Birch  Meadow  38.40 

Ball  Park  161.80 

Leach  Park  122.80 


$ 429.00 

Miscellaneous 

School  Department  $ 171.00 

Municipal  Building  5.00 

Town  Forest  6.40 


$ 182.40 


Total  $ 1,974.00 


Rolling  Equipment  of  the  Boaild  of  Public  Works 

The  following  chart  will  illustrate  the  rolling  equipment  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  and  the  year  bought : 

1 — 15  Ton  Gasoline  Driven  Roller,  1931, 

1 — 5 Ton  Six  Cylinder  Autocar  Truck,  1930. 

1 — 2^2  Ton  Diamond  T Truck,  1934. 

1 — 3^2  Ton  Diamond  T Truck,  1929. 

1 — 1%  Ton  Chevrolet  Truck,  1930. 

1 — Ford  Chassis  Air  Compressor  Truck,  1930. 

1 — Chevrolet  Coupe,  1933. 

1 — Ford  Coupe,  1930. 

1 — Caterpillar  Tractor,  1934. 

1 — Cletrac  Tractor,  1930. 

1 — Master  7 Cement  Mixer,  1931. 

1 — K.  P.  Mixer,  1922. 

1 — Trailer,  1923. 

1 — 1Y2  Ton  Chevrolet  Truck,  1934. 

1 — 1^2  Ton  Chevrolet  Truck,  1931. 

1 — Fordson  Tractor,  1927. 
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PARK  DEPARTMENT 


Gentlemen  : 

The  following  is  the  yearly  report  of  the  Park  Department: 

General  Appropriation  $ 2,000.00 

Transferred  from  Excess  and  Deficiency  Fund  300.00 

Transferred  from  Van  Norden  Road  Account  400.00 


Expended : $ 2,700.00 

Alemorial  Park  $ 894.89 

Supervised  Play  110.52 

Common  and  Main  St.  Parks  14.00 

Leach  Park  5.85 

' Ball  Park  647.53 

Birch  Meadow  1,006.39 


Total  Expenditures  $ 2,679.18 


Balance  Unexpended  $ 20.82 

Park  Department 


The  Parks  and  Playgrounds  have  been  greatly  improved  during  the 
past  year,  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.  labor  having  been  used  extensively 
in  their  upkeep,  repair,  and  advancement.  Early  in  the  spring  an  of- 
ficial F.  E.  R.  A.  order  came  through  that  only  30%  of  the  monthly 
F.  E.  R.  A.  disbursements  to  Reading  could  be  used  for  departmental 
construction  work,  the  remaining  70%  to  be  used  in  Park  and  Play- 
ground development. 

Projects  were  immediately  made  up  to  construct  tennis  courts  at 
Washington  Street  Ball  Park,  to  improve  and  construct  Birch  Meadow 
Pla3'ground  in  accordance  with  the  approved  Manning  development 
plans,  and  to  supply  E.  R.  A.  Pla^'ground  supervisors  for  Memorial 
Park. 

The  Park  Department  appropriation  for  1934  was  $2,000.00  but  as 
this  amount  was  insufficient  to  supply  all  materials  needed  in  the  ex- 
tensive E.  R.  A.  projects  in  our  Parks,  an  additional  sum  amounting  to 
$300.00  was  transferred  to  the  Park  Department  appropriation  from  the 
excess  and  deficiency  fund,  and  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of  No- 
vember 27,  1934,  $400.00  was  transferred  to  the  Park  Department,  mak- 
ing the  total  Park  Dept,  appropriations  and  transfers  for  1934,  $2,700.00. 
The  Reading  F.  E.  R.  A.  Administration,  from  a special  fund,  expended 
$42.62  for  Park  Department  supplies,  therefore  the  total  sum  of  money 
available  for  Park  Department  use  in  1934  was  $2,742.62.  A brief  de- 
scription of  the  activities  in  each  Park,  Pla^^ground,  and  the  Common 
follow : 

Memorial  Park 

The  general  care  and  upkeep  of  the  Park  was  efficiently  carried 
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on  by  employees  of  the  Welfare  Department,  who  were  used  to  mow 
the  grassed  areas,  trim  shrubbery,  edge  foot-paths,  and  for  general 
care-taking.  A new  power  lawn  mow^er  is  badly  needed  to  replace  the 
one  now  in  use. 

The  tennis  and  horse-shoe  courts  were  kept  in  fine  repair  and  were 
used  extensively  throughout  the  season.  An  organization  has  been 
formed  by  the  devotees  of  horse-shoe  pitching,  called  the  Reading 
Horse-Shoe  Club,  and  an  indoor  horseshoe  court  installed  in  Memorial 
Park  barn,  for  winter  use.  Plans  have  been  made  to  repair  the  barn 
and  install  a heating  system  by  means  of  an  E.  R.  A.  project. 

Supervised  play  and  general  summer  school  vacation  activities 
were  again  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Playground  Committee  of  the 
Reading  Woman’s  Club.  The  Board  of  Public  Works  wishes  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  their  appreciation  for  the  high  standard 
of  playground  efficiency  made  possible  by  the  efforts  of  the  Playground 
Committee. 

An  E.  R.  A.  project  supplied  seventeen  instructors  and  supervisors 
of  supervised  play,  from  July  5,  to  August  30,  who  Kvere  all  selected 
after  having  duly  qualified  as  instructors  in  the  various  playground  ac- 
tivities to  which  they  were  assigned.  A number  of  leagues  in  various 
types  of  sport,  such  as  baseball,  tennis,  golf,  and  horse  shoe  pitching 
were  organized  by  them,  and  suitable  prizes  were  awarded  to  the 
winners  of  the  different  contests  at  the  close  of  the  season.  The  base- 
ball league  was  especially  of  interest  to  the  children,  and  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  management  of  the  Boston  Braves  and  Red  Sox  teams, 
two  trips  were  made  by  bus  to  see  these  teams  play  regular  major 
league  games,  at  Braves  Field  and  Fenway  Park,  150  children  being 
taken  each  time. 

The  Memorial  boulder,  which  was  formerly  located  near  the  band 
stand,  has  been  moved  to  a new  location  at  the  main  entrance  to  Mem- 
orial Park  on  Salem  Street.  The  boulder,  which  is  set  in  a cement 
foundation,  is  surrounded  by  American  arborvitae  shrubs,  and  bears  a 
bronze  tablet  upon  which  is  inscribed  the  names  of  Reading  World 
War  heroes.  Twenty  weeping  willow  trees  have  been  set  out  along  the 
brook,  between  the  dam  and  Salem  Street,  as  an  additional  memorial. 
This  work  was  done  at  the  request  of  Reading  Post  62,  American 
Legion. 

Birch  Meadow!  Playground 

The  F.  E.  R.  A.  ruling  regarding  the  expenditure'  of  70%  of  the 
town’s  monthly  F.  E.  R.  A.  allotment  on  park  and  playground  improve- 
ment was  responsible  for  a marked  advance  in  the  development  of 
Birch  Meadow  Playground.  A crew  averaging  88  men  were  employed 
from  June  25,  1934  to  Jan.  3,  1935  in  the  development  of  the  Playground 
along  the  lines  laid  out  in  the  Manning  plans,  which  were  adopted  by 
vote  of  the  Town  in  1932. 
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These  men  have  cut  the  underbrush  from,  and  rough-graded  a 
large  area  near  the  Bancroft  Avenue  entrance.  A steam  shovel  and 
hired  trucks  were  employed  in  hauling  gravel  for  filling  from  the  Mea- 
dow Brook  Golf  Club,  and  was  used  to  grade  the  area  between  the 
present  tennis  courts  and  the  overlook.  Three  additional  tennis  courts, 
constructed  of  gravel  with  a black  tar  surface,  and  enclosed  with  fences, 
have  been  constructed,  and  used  extensively  through  the  season. 

A fieldstone  fireplace  was  constructed  on  the  overlook,  and  was 
used  by  a number  of  picnic  parties.  It  is  a large  structure,  containing 
a fire  pit,  grid,  oven  and  chimne}". 

Paths  and  walks  have  been  laid  out  on  the  portion  graded,  and 
loam  and  sods  placed  around  the  borders  of  the  paths  and  rolled  and 
seeded. 

During  the  summer  the  wading  pool  was  in  constant  use,  and  was 
augmented  by  a hydrant  shower  attached  to  the  town  water  system  near 
the  wading  pool. 

In  the  fall  a,  hocke\'  rink,  200’  x 70’,  with  board  sides  four  feet  in 
height,  was  erected  at  the  end  of  Bancroft  Avenue.  It  has  been  kept 
in  good  condition  for  skating  and  hockey  throughout  the  winter  months, 
and  is  illuminated  at  night  with  floodlights  installed  by  the  Municipal 
Light  Dept.  A quarter  meter  has  been  set  to  pay  for  the  electricity 
used.  The  Reading  Hockey  Club  has  played  several  league  games  at 
the  rink,  and  hockey  pla}^ers  in  general  are  requested  to  use  the  rink 
for  hockey  plaAung  instead  of  Memorial  Park  skating  pond,  to  eliminate 
the  hazard  of  injuries  to  children. 

Washington  Street  Ball  Park 

Two  tennis  courts,  started  by  a C.  W.  A.  project  in  the  latter  part 
of  1933,  were  completed  through  an  E.  R.  A.  project  early  in  the  spring. 
A Tarvia  B surface  was  laid  and  the  courts  enclosed  with  a fence,  the 
courts  being  in  continuous  use  throughout  the  season. 

The  horseshoe  courts  were  renewed  and  kept  in  good  condition,, 
and  the  children’s  sand  boxes  repaired. 

During  the  Fourth  of  July  celebration,  Washington  Street  Ball  Park 
was  used  as  the  location  for  the  carnival,  which  was  visited  by  hun- 
dreds of  celebrators.  After  the  carnival  was  over,  the  ball  field  was 
repaired,  holes  and  ruts  filled,  and  papers  and  other  debris  removed. 

The  baseball  diamond  was  laid  out  and  kept  mowed  for  High  School 
and  other  baseball  games.  The  junior  boy's  baseball  league  organized 
by  the  E.  R.  A.  playground  supervisors  used  the  field  during  the  entire 
season,  and  instructors  were  employed  at  the  field  to  teach  them  the 
rudiments  of  the  game. 

In  November  an  E.  R.  A.  project  commenced  stripping  the  sod  and 
loam  from  the  field  preparatory  to  grading  and  resurfacing  it.  The 
sod  removed  was  used  in  Birch  Meadow  Plaj^ground  and  on  the  tree 
lawn  on  Lowell  Street  abutting  the  Municipal  Building.  Work  has. 
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temporarily  ceased  during  the  winter  months,  to  be  resumed  in  the 
spring  of  1935,  when  the  entire  field  will  be  graded,  loamed,  and  seeded 
by  E.  R.  A.  workers.  Negotiations  are  being  made  to  secure  .a  new 
location  for  a baseball  field  during  the  period  of  reconstruction  of  the 
present  ball  park. 

Leach  Park 

General  maintenance  work  in  Leach  Park  was  carried  on  during 
the  past  year.  Shrubs  and  trees  were  trimmed,  grass  mowed,  sidewalks 
graded  and  repaired,  and  two  cement  and*  wood  park  benches  replaced, 
the  work  being  done  by  Welfare  Dept,  and  Soldier’s  Relief  employees. 

Rea<iing  Common 

The  Common  received  its  usual  care,  grass  was  mowed,  trees  and 
shrubs  trimmed,  shrub  beds  edged,  and  sidewalks  raked  and  smoothed. 

An  E.  R.  A.  project  in  the  late  fall  removed  the  sod  and  old  sub- 
grade from  the  tree  lawn  on  the  westerly  side  of  Lowell  street,  from 
Woburn  street  to  past  the  Municipal  Building  ; and  the  triangular  plot 
opposite  the  Municipal  Building,  bounded  by  the  Lowell  street  en- 
trance to  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  Lowell  street,  and  the  cemetery  wall. 

Several  trees  were  removed,  curbing  set  back,  and  a cement  apron 
laid  across  the  tree  lawm  at  the  Low'cll  street  entrance  to  the  Alunicipal 
Building,  the  excavated  area  was  then  graded  with  fine  loam  air!  sod- 
ded. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PLAYGROUND  COMMITTEE 

On  July  5,  1934,  the  Reading  Playgrounds  were  officially  opened 
w’ith  a flag  raising  and  salute  at  Memorial  Park,  followed  by  talks  by 
Mrs.  Ralph  Smith  and  Mrs.  Donald  Smith.  Then  followed  the  usual 
distribution  of  five  hundred  Hoodsies  to  the  children. 

This  year  the  playground  work  formed  part  of  the  E.  R.  A.  pro- 
ject of  Reading.  Money  for  equipment  was  furnished  by  tlie  town. 
The  salaries  of  the  playground  workers  was  financed  by  the  government. 
The  grounds  were  open  six  days  of  the  week,  two  groups  being  in 
charge,  one  of  which  wmrked  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  a’l  i 
the  other  on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday. 

The  work  w^as  most  capably  carried  on  under  the  direction  of 
Gladys  Burns  and  Evelie  Irving,  Supervisors,  with  assistance  from  the 
following  helpers : Herman  L.  Creiger,  Margaret  Richards,  George 
Richer,  Catherine  Gordon,  Robert  Channon house,  Henry  jMurphy,  Jr., 
Mary  Riley,  John  Sidelinger  Eleanore  Burhoe,  Lawrence  Zwicker,  Dor- 
is Comey,  Louise  Briggs,  Carl  Hoyt,  Jr.,  William  Brown  and  Lawrence 
White. 

There  was  much  enthusiasm  in  all  fields  of  athletics.  A nine  hole 
golf  course  was  laid  out  and  instruction  was  given  under  Lawrence 
Zwicker.  Special  emphasis  was  laid  on  tennis  and  there  was  also  great 
interest  in  baseball,  croquet,  paddle  tennis  and  hop-scotcli.  The  barn 
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was  kept  busy  with  its  checker  fans,  as  well  as  those  interested  in  jig 
saw  puzkles,  ping  pong,  ring  toss,  singing  games,  paper  cutting  and 
cither  hand  work,  story  hour  and  the  construction  and  furnishing  of  a 
doll  house. 

During  the  week  of  July  20th  there  was  a very  successful  track 
meet,  a checker  tournament,  and  matched  games  in  tennis  with  other 
towns. 

Miss  Greenwood  of  the  Massachusetts  Safety  Council  and  Miss 
Murphy,  head  of  the  public  playgrounds  of  Boston,  gave  talks  to  the 
supervisors  and  assistants  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Donald  Smith.  A Junior 
Patrol  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  the  promotion  of  safety  as  a 
result  of  the  evening’s  talk. 

On  August  15th  there  was  a track  meet  at  Memorial  Park.  Matches 
in  golf,  tennis,  paddle  tennis,  ping  pong,  ring  toss,  croquet  and  check- 
ers were  held.  There  were  also  contests  in  high  jumps,  broad  jumps, 
100  yd.  dash,  50  yd.  dash,  wheelbarrow  race  and  marathon  race. 

Exhibition  Day  came  on  August  20th,  at  which  time  the  handwork 
was  displayed  and  the  public  was  invited  to  watch  the  g'ames. 

There  was  a safety  film  on  August  25th  at  the  Reading  Theatre. 
All  children  were  admitted  for  a penny  and  the  Massachusetts  Safety 
Council  sent  out  the  film.  The  house  was  packed  to  bursting  capacity. 

Pack  lip  day  came  on  Tuesday,  August  28th,  when  the  playgrounds 
officially  closed.  On  Monday,  August  27th  the  aw'ards  and  citizenship 
cups  were  presented  to  the  winners. 

There  were  two  silver  cups  this  year  for  good  citizenship,  one  for 
the  most  deserving  child  under  the  age  of  twelve,  and  one  for  the  child 
over  twelve.  The  former  was  donated  by  the  Woman’s  Club  of  Read- 
fiig  and  was  awarded  to  Francis  Thornton.  The  latter  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Laura  Gordon  and  was  presented  to  June  Doran. 

At  this  time  Chief  of  Police  Cullinane  presented  certificates  of  merit 
to  six  of  the  best  patfol  leaders.  These  were  Albert  Wright,  John 
Thibidau,  Francis  Gillis,  Francis  Thornton,  Russell  Galvin  and  Ralph 
Foster. 

The  winners  in  all  tournaments  and  contests  were  awarded  their 
cups  with  their  names  and  the  name  of  tournament  inscribed  by  Mrs. 
Donald  S.  Smith.  These  winners  were : 

Junior  Golf John  Creiger 

.Senior  Golf  James  O’Donohue 

Tennis  Singles  ! James  O’Donohue 

Senior  Doubles'..  James  O’Donohue  and  Tom  Cullinane 

Junior  Tennis  Singles  Carl  Wood 

Junior  Tennis  Doubles  ..  Carl  Wood  and  Francis  Gillis 

Senior  Singles  !..... Margaret  Cummings 

Paddle  Tennis  Marion  Gray 

,Arts  and  Crafts  ...  .T Eileen  Peters 


226 


Other  prizes  in  recognition  of  their  handicraft  work  were  presented 
to  Charles  Nickerson  and  Marion  Gray. 

A fine  spirit  of  co-operation  was  shown  by  all  who  were  connected 
with  making  the  work  a success.  Particular  mention  should  be  made 
of  Mr.  Birnie  and  his  Board  of  Public  Works,  as  well  as  the  E.  R.  A. 
employees,  the  Reading  Theatre,  the  Reading  Police  Department,  the 
Reading  Woman’s  Club,  the  Massachusetts  Safety  Council,  the  Play- 
ground workers  and  the  young  citizens  of  tomorrow. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORA  R.  SMITH 

(Mrs.  D.  S.  Smith) 

Chairman  of  Playground  Committee  of  Reading  Woman’s  Club. 


SEWER  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  the  yearly  report  of  the  Sewer  Department : 
Construction  and  Maintenance  : 


Appropriation  $ 10,500.00 

Expended : 

Construction  $ 610.27 

Maintenance  ’ 8,235.86 


Total  $ 8,846.13 


Balance  $ 1,653.87 

House  Connection  Account : 

Appropriation  $ 1,000.00 

Transfer  to  Chapin  Ave.  Acct 328.90 


$ 671.10 

Expended : 377.07 


Balance  $ 294.03 


To  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 

Gentlemen : 

Two  main  trunk  sewer  extensions  have  been  made  during  1934,  and 
were  installed  through  an  E.  R.  A.  project.  On  Middlesex  Avenue 
311.9  feet  of  8”  trunk  sewer  was  laid  from  Kingston  Street  easterly  to 
Lowell  Street  and  two  manholes  constructed.  Provisions  were  made 
by  standard  Y connections  to  allow  6 houses  to  enter  the  main  sewer, 
only  one  of  which  has  been  connected  to  date. 
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Provision  was  also  made  for  the  connection  of  a proposed  trunk 
sewer  which  will  run  from  Bancroft  Avenue  and  Lowell  Street  and  en- 
ter a drop-in  manhole  placed  86.9  feet  Westerly  from  the  manhole  at 
the  intersection  of  Lowell  and  Linden  Streets. 

On  Linden  Street  125.0  feet  of  6”  trunk  sewer  was  laid  from  the 
new  manhole  at  Lowell  and  Linden  Streets  southerly,  to  opposite  the 
Reading  Home  for  Aged  Women,  which  has  been  connected  to  the 
sewerage  system. 

The  trunk  sewer  on  Lowell  Street,  between  the  Municipal  Build- 
ing and  the  Christian  Science  Church,  became  clogged  and  was  exca- 
vated to  clear  the  obstruction.  It  was  found  to  contain  gravel  and 
rocks,  presumably  left  in  when  the  sewer  main  was  originally  laid. 
Several  lengths  of  pipe  were  removed  and  replaced,  and  the  main 
flushed.  Flushing  of  main  trunk  sewers  was  periodically  carried  on 
as  needed,  in  slow  flowing  streets,  such  as  Wenda,  Woburn,  Minot, 
Wilson,  Salem,  Prescott,  Sanborn,  Green  and  Haven  Streets,  and  Cen- 
ter and  Warren  Avenues.  A new'  sewer  manhole  cover  was  installed 
on  Prescott  Street  to  replace  an  old  noisy  cover. 

Five  new  house  sewer  connections  w'cre  made  in  1934  totaling  271.5 
feet.  Previous  to  Chapter  90  construction  of  Main  Street,  four  sew'er 
house  connections  wxre  run  to  the  curb  line  at  vacant  lots  in  anticipa- 
tion of  future  development.  Several  services  previously  run  from 
main  to  curb  were  lengthened  to  the  street  line,  so  as  to  clear  the  edge 
of  the  concrete  roadway.  A number  of  house  connections  became 
clogged  by  roots,  etc.,  and  in  each  instance  w^ere  promptly  cleared  by 
the  Sewer  Department  employees.  Sewer  connections  run  through 
old  cesspools  were  the  cause  of  several  stoppages  and  should  be  abolish- 
ed where  practicable. 

The  entrance  charge  for  entering  the  common  sewer  has  been 
reduced  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  by  making  no  charge  to  the 
applicant  for  work  done  in  the  street,  and  charging  from  the  street 
line  to  the  cellar  wall,  on  private  property.  It  is  anticipated  that  be- 
cause of  this  reduction  more  house  connections  will  be  made. 

The  C.  W.  A.  project  for  repairing  leaks  in  the  main  trunk  sewer 
between  the  Boston  and  Maine  R.  R.  tracks  and  John  Street,  which 
started  in  1933,  w'as  carried  on  during  the  early  months  of  1934,  and 
many  leaks  were  stopped  in  the  section  worked  on.  Records  of  pump- 
ing at  the  Reading  Sewerage  Pumping  Station  show  that  the  amount 
of  ground  water  entering  the  trunk  sewer  has  decreased  appreciably. 
I would  recommend  that  another  project  be  started  to  carry  on  this 
work,  the  cost  of  which  is  negligible  to  the  town  compared  to  the  bene- 
fits derived  therefrom. 

I also  recommend  that  a complete  sewer  cleaning  outfit  be  pur- 
chased, to  more  efficiently  clean  and  flush  the  sewer  mains. 
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STREETS 


Streets 

Possible 

Con- 

nections 

Completed 

Con- 

nections 

Per  Cent 
Con- 
nected 

No  Con- 
structio  n 
Started 

Connected 
to  Street 
Line 

Partially 
Installed 
to  House 

Revenue 

Charges 

1934 

Arlington 

12 

3 

25 

5 

3 

1 

$ 25.18 

Ash 

17 

9 

53 

7 

1 

133.89 

Bancroft 

22 

12 

55 

10 

124.23 

Berkeley 

27 

16 

59 

11 

188.65 

Brook 

2 

1 

50 

1 

8.37 

Center 

10 

7 

70 

’3 

81.13 

Chute 

28.70 

Copeland 

7 

7 

l66 

162.41 

Dudley 

10 

4 

40 

(3 

50.88 

Eaton 

2 

2 

100 

12.00 

Elliott 

8 

4 

50 

4 

39.70 

Fremont 

4 

4 

100 

64.62 

Fulton 

1 

1 

100 

10.97 

Gardner 

7 

4 

57 

3 

36.87 

Gould 

3 

3 

100 

49.47 

Green 

53 

35 

66 

io 

'3 

's 

439.03 

Hamden 

8 

7 

89 

1 

114.61 

Haven 

45 

29 

64 

'7 

7 

'2 

548. 13 

High 

14 

5 

36 

7 

2 

42.21 

Hillcrest 

10 

8 

80 

1 

1 

94.95 

Howard 

18 

15 

83 

2 

1 

217.96 

Ide 

2 

1 

50 

1 

9.10 

John 

16 

9 

56 

7 

81.83 

King 

5 

5 

100 

97.85 

Kingston 

15 

11 

73 

’4 

93.87 

Lincoln  

7 

4 

57 

’3 

66.05 

Linden 

11 

7 

69 

‘3 

i 

79.02 

Lowell 

4 

3 

75 

1 

57.32 

Main 

50 

39 

78 

’9 

’2 

1,084.45 

Maple 

2 

1 

50 

1 

9.33 

Middle 

2 

1 

50 

i 

9.10 

Middlesex 

24 

14 

58 

6 

'2 

'2 

202.23 

Minot 

12 

8 

67 

2 

2 

88.09 

Mt.  Vernon 

23 

8 

35 

is 

90.27 

Park  Ave 

7 

6 

86 

i 

50.39 

Parker 

7 

6 

86 

i 

52.40 

Perkins  

7 

7 

100 

138.64 

Pine  Ave 

1 

1 

100 

6.00 

Pleasant 

28 

14 

50 

i4 

160.35 

Pratt 

4 

3 

75 

34.30 

Prescott 

52 

40 

77 

1 

8 

’3 

457.37 

Prospect  

17 

8 

47 

8 

1 

134. 18 

Salem 

20 

11 

55 

1 

8 

173.91 

Sanborn 

15 

9 

60 

4 

’2 

321.11 

School 

10 

5 

50 

5 

64.52 

Scotland 

1 

1 

100 

6.00 

Smith 

12 

12 

100 

135.61 

Summer 

18 

8 

44 

’9 

‘i 

115.10 

Sweetser 

5 

20 

'3 

1 

8.87 

Temple 

32 

9 

28 

17 

6 

382 . 80 

Union 

5 

3 

60 

i 

1 

41.60 

Village 

22 

13 

59 

8 

1 

157.91 

Warren 

17 

14 

82 

'2 

1 

165.77 

Washington 

28 

14 

48 

ii 

3 

159.29 

Wenda 

4 

4 

100 

41.07 

Wilson 

10 

8 

80 

’2 

49.74 

Woburn 

81 

43 

53 

7 

27 

'4 

542.08 

Totals 

856 

527 

67 

185 

107 

37 

7,841.48 
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LENGTH  OF  MAIN  SEWERS  IN  STREETS 


Streets 

6 inch 

8 inch 

10  inch 

12  inch 

15  inch 

18inch|  20  inch 

24  inch 

Total 

399 . 80 
822.90 
1,015.00 
1,256.10 

399.80 
1,081.70 

1.015.00 

1.256.10 

847.60 

620.60 

500.00 

374.50 
907.70 

396.00 

456.50 

475.00 
' 2,714.20 

559.30 
1,752.80 
2,074.15 

770.80 

1.410.00 

2.937.00 

1.014. 10 

515.00 

719.30 

1.111 .50 

860.30 
813.10 

2.436.50 
189.20 

313.60 

1.423.40 
1,409.65 

858.52 

830.00 

427.00 

400 . 00 

226.00 
1,966.60 

555.50 

3.439.40 

1.260.00 

1.137.40 

716.30 
688 . 25 

475.00 

1.229.40 

334.30 
1,991.04 

303.60 

1.503.40 

715.00 

2.558.90 

300.00 

804.50 

4.565.90 

258.80 

847 . 60 

620.60 

500.00 

374.50 

907.70 

396.00 
456.50 

475.00 
1,717.40 

559.30 

1,752.80 

175.20 

821.60 

1,338.05 

736.10 

770.80 

1,110.00 

205.00 

266.00 
175.00 
719.30 

Howard .... 
Interceptors 
John 

300.00 

2732.00 

178.50 

569.60 

King 

340.00 

Kingston . . . 

Lincoln 

573.40 

538.10 

T.inrlpn 

125.00 

735.30 
813.10 

1,246.10 

189.20 

313.60 

1,423.40 

1,409.65 

698.52 

507.30 

427.00 

400.00 

226.00 
1,496.80 

555.50 

2,265.30 

1,260.00 

1,004.90 

716.30 
688.25 

T.owell 

Main  

955.50 

234.90 

Maple 

Middle 

Middlesex . . 

Minot 

Mt.  Vernon 
Park 

160.00 

322.70 

Parker 

Perkins 

Pine 

Pleasant. . . . 

469.80 

Pratt 

Prescott. . . . 

1,174.10 

Prospect. . . . 

Salem 

132.50 

Sanborn. . . . 

School 

Smith  Ave.  . 

475.00 

Summer. . . . 

1,229.40 

334.30 

Sweetser. . . . 

Temple 

896.76 

432.89 

661.39 

Union 

303 . 60 
1,015.60 
715.00 
424.90 

Village 

487.80 

Warren 

Washington 
Wenda 

246.80 

312.90 

1,574.30 

300.00 

Wilson 

471.40 

333.10 

917.40 

Woburn. . . . 

732.80 

2,915.70 

Tot.  Lengths 

2,869.76 

36,906.72 

3,773.44 

6,164.79 

2,870.60 

487.80 

1,809.20 

3,758.10 

58,640.41 
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FEDERAL  EMERGENCY  RELIEF  ADMINISTRATION 
List  of  all  Projects  Supervised  by  Board  of  Public  Works  • 

April  1,  to  December  31,  1934  / 

1.  Trunk  Line  Sewer  Repairs — Repairing  leaks  Sewer  Trunk  "Line. 

2.  Repairing  Water  Meters — Taking  out,  repairing,  cleaning,  testing 

and  replacing  water  meters.  ' 

3.  Storm  Water  Drains — On  John,  Village,  and  Green  sts.  1350  ft. 
West  St.  from  Woburn  st.  to  culvert  at'  West  and  Willow-  sfs'.  3775 

■ W , J 

4.  Clerical — To  keep  additional  records  in  the  Bbard  of  Public  Wbrks 
office,  occasioned  by  additional  work  caused  by  the  Civil  Works 
Administration. 

5.  Painting — To  finish  painting  Engineer’s  house  on  Mill  .st.  To 

, paint  trimming  on  old  Pumping  Station,  • 

6.  Storm  Water  Drain — 18”  P.  C.  pipe  .from  a catch  basin  at  the 
S.  W.  corner  of  Village  and  Green  sts.  to  a proposed  catch; basin 
at  the  S.  E.  corner  of  John  and  Green  s,ts. 

7.  Gravel  Roadway — 18’  wide  and  450’  long  on  County  Road,  begin- 

ning at  the  accepted  end  of  Howard  st.  ending  at  a distance  of 
450  feet.  , • • 

8.  Storm  Water  Drain — 15”  pipe  from  a catch  basin  at  intersection 
of  Fremont  and  West  st.  in  a southerly  direction  to  catch  (basin 
located  at  intersection  of  West  and  Woburn  st. 

9.  Straighten,  etc. — To  widen,  straighten,  slope  banks,  re- 

move ledge,  eliminate  traffic  hazards  on  South  st,.  Walnut  ;St., 
Pearl  st.,  and  Charles  st.  . . 

10.  Survey — Survey  of  accepted  and  unaceepfed  streets. 

11.  Cement  Blocks — To  construct  cement  blocks  to  be  used  for  Muni- 
cipal Buildings. 

12.  Charles  St. — Cut  back  banks  on  North  and  South  sides  of  Charles 
St. 

13.  6”  Water  Main — From  corner  of  Franklin  and  Pearl  sts.  1010  ft. 
southerly  on  Pearl  st.,  connecting  into  Ij^”  main, 

14.  Van  Norden  Road — ^24’  gravel  highway  on  Van  Norden  Road. 

15.  Birch  Meadow  Playground — Build  a neldstone  fireplace  for  picnic 
parties  at  the  Birch  Meadow  Playground. 

16.  Erecting  Garage — To  erect  a one-story  brick  garage  for  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  at  100-Acre  Meadow  off  Grove  st, 

17.  Painting — Complete  painting  New  Water  Pumping  Station. 

18.  Storm  Water  Drain — 15”  Plain  Concrete  Pipe  storm  water  dram 
from  a catch  basin  located  at  the  S.  E.  corner  of  Green  and  John 
sts.  a distance  of  360  ft.  in  a northerly  direction  on  John  st.  con- 
necting into  a catch  basin  at  the  end  of  present  drainage  system 
on  John  st. 
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19.  Tennis  Courts — Grade,  surface  and  construct  two  tennis  courts 
at  Washington  street  playground  and  one  court  at  Birch  Meadow 
playground,  including  -the  painting  of  playing  lines,  construction  of 
wooden  fence  with  chicken  wire  around  the  3 courts, 

2*),  Blacksmith. 

Memorial  Park — Rip-rap  part  of  brook  running  through  Memorial 
Park  Playground. 

22.  Birch  Meadow. 

23.  Supervisors  and  Instructors — Playground  supervisors  and  instruc- 
tors for  various  playgrounds  in  Reading. 

24.  6”  Water  Main — ^From  Temple  st.  to  Athletic  Feld  at  Junior  High 
School. 

25.  Main  Trunk  Sewer — From  intersection  of  Kingston  st.  and  Middle- 
sex ave.  to  Lowell  st.,  thence  southerly  on  Linden  st. 

25.  Grove  Street — To  relocate  and  alterate  Grove  st.  from  Forest  st. 

27.  Tree  Lawns — Constructing  tree  lawns  in  front  of  Town  Buildings 
and  to  sod  an  area  of  2700  sq.  ft.  at  entrance  of  Laurel  Hill  Ceme- 
tery on  Lowell  st. 

TX  Washington  Street  Playground — Rough  grade  Washington  Street 
Playground,  removing  sod  and  preparing  the  playground  for  seed- 
ing in  the  spring. 

29.  Storm  Water  Drain — John  st.  from  an  open  culvert  approximately 
600  ft.  including  2 catch  basins. 

30.  Hockey  Rink — Construct  a wooden  hockey  rink. 

31.  Storm  Water  Drain — Highland  st.  and  Locust  st. 


Exepnditures  From  Appropriations  of  the  Various  Departments 
Under  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A. 
Projects  Jan.  1,  1934  to  Dec.  31,  1934 
Highway  Department 


Value  of 

Equipment  Materials  Other  Costs 


P'orest  St.  158,  3902  

$ 1,275.00  $ 

220.00 

Grove  St.  2900  

581.12 

130.00 

98.33 

Gravel  Pit  3903  

80.00 

20.00 

Hopkins  St.  4537  

170.00 

53.70 

V'/alnut  St.  4538  

. . . . . 75.00 

32.00 

Charles  St.  4692  

205.92 

South  St.  4694  

70.00 

Old  Automobiles  

135.00 

Charles  St.  Bl-3,  6165-5  ..  .. 

587.00 

432.44 

189.04 

County  Rd.  Bl-18  

44.00 

48.37 

13.17 

Charles  St.  Bl-20  

51.50 

17.81 

Van  Nor  den  Rd  .Bl-23 

169.00 

22.99 

84.47 

Grove  St,  B 1-43  

716.27 

8.00 

178.48 
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Value  of 

Equipment  Materials  Other  Costs 


Wakefield  St.  2849  

500.00 

20.00 

34.23 

Painting  Street  Signs  2013  

30.00 

72.40 

Destroying  Automobiles  B20-47  . . . 

64.00 

23.51 

$ 

4,753.81 

$ 

954.20 

$ 

745.41 

Water  Department 

Brook  St.  595,  4446  

$ 

432.00 

$ 

4,796.07 

$ 

1,026.48 

Rep.  Water  Meters  BlO-6,  6165-2  . 

105.00 

429.21 

45.45 

Pearl  St.  Water  Main  B9-22  

204.00 

886.75 

83.79 

Junior  High  Water  Main  

34.00 

284.25 

22.26 

$ 

811.00 

$ 

6,396.28 

$ 

1,177.98 

Highway  and  Water  Department 

Cement  Blocks  B3-21  

$ 

35.00 

$ 

282.59 

$ 

8.52 

Blacksmith  H-27  

123.38 

$ 

35.00 

$ 

405.97 

$ 

8.52 

Storm  Water  Drains 

John  and  Village  Sts.  621,  4445  . . . 

$ 

50.00 

$ 

1,664.25 

$ 

187.97 

Minot  St.  2895  

142.72 

Open  Ditches  

390.80 

West  St.  B7-8,  6165-8  

624.00 

4,963.02 

58.24 

Green  St.  B7-17  

31.00 

266.82 

15.58 

West  St.  B7-19  

242.50 

1,168.08 

58.81 

Green  and  John  Sts.  B7-28  

45.00 

333.96 

14.61 

Highland  and  Locust  St.  B7-61  . . . 

124.45 

238.04 

44.86 

John  St.  Drain  B7-55  

86.25 

277.62 

46.14 

$ 

1,203.20 

$ 

9,445.31 

$ 

426.21 

Value  of 

Equipment 

Materials  Other  Costs 

Sewer  Department 

John  St.  159,  4444  (Constr.)  

-$ 

320.00 

$ 

267.25 

$ 

201.01 

Rep.  Leaks  B8-5,  6165-3  (Maint.)  . 

45.00 

24.78 

12.89 

Mdlsx.  Ave.  (Maint.  & Const.)  ... 

200.68 

216.26 

283.67 

$ 

565.68 

$ 

508.29 

$ 

497.57 

Board  of  Public 

Works 

Street  Survey  2009,  6165-7  

$ 

75.00 

Street  Survey  B20-1  

62.50 

43.96 

Street  Numbering  160  

9.85 

Clerical  2903  F4-16  

19.50 

$ 

137.50 

$ 

73.31 
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Park  Department 


Tennis  Courts  161  

. $ 140.50 

$ 

30.00 

Fireplace  Bll-25  

7.00 

16.33 

1.77 

Tennis  Courts  Bll-29  

149.00 

337.47 

44.51 

Mem.  Park  Brook  B 15-30  

96.60 

7.62 

Birch  Meadow  B11-31B  

2,467.37 

973.44 

311.36 

Pla^-ground  Supervision  E'4-32  . . . 

220.34 

Tree  Lawns  B 15-44  

143.36 

217.50 

Washngtn.  St.  Playgrounds  Bll-45  214.13 

6.04 

49.11 

Mem.  Park  Rec.  Bldg.  B12-64  ... 

102.86 

Hockev  Rink  B 11-60  

170.09 

34.47 

$ 3,217.96 

$ 

2,074.07 

$ 

448.84 

Summary 

Department 

Equipment 

Materials  Other  Costs 

Highway  Dept 

. $ 4,753.81 

$ 

954.20 

$ 

745.41 

Water  Dept 

811.00 

6,396.28 

1,177.98 

Highway  and  Water  Dept 

35.00 

405.97 

8.52 

Storm  Water  Drains  

1,203.20 

9,445.31 

426.21 

Sewer  Dept 

565.68 

508.29 

497.57 

Board  of  Public  Works  

137.50 

73.31 

Park  Department  

3,217.96 

^2,074.07 

443.84 

Totals  

. . $ 10,724.15 

$ 19,857.43 

$ 

3,304.53 

Grand  totals  

$ 33,886.11 

Explanation 

1.  Equipment : 

Equipment  used  on  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.  Projects,  includes  Trucks, 
Tractors,  Road  Roller,  Tar  Kettles,  Gasoline  and  Hand  Suction  Pumps, 
Air  Compressor,  etc.,  also  on  the  Street  Survey  Project,  a Transit. 

N.  R.  A.  Code  prices  were  charged  for  rental  for  this  equipment 
against  the  projects  upon  which  they  were  used  but  the  actual  monetary 
cost  to  the  various  departments  is  estimated  at  approximately  one-third 
of  the  amounts  set  forth  above  for  equipment. 

2.  Materials : 

Materials  used  were  for  Roads  (Tarvia,  Gravel,  etc.)  Water 
and  Sewer  Construction  supplies,  (Pipe  Fittings,  etc.).  Drain 
Pipe  and  Catch  Basin  supplies.  Tennis  Court,  Hockey  Rink,  and  gen- 
eral park  department  accessories.  All  of  the  amount  listed  was  an  ac- 
tual cash  outlay,  a large  proportion  of  this  amount  being  taken  from 
Department  funds. 

3.  Other  Costs : 

The  majority  of  the  sums  listed  under  this  heading  are  for  wages 
paid  employees  of  various  departments  connected  with  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  for  time  employed  on  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.  projects. 
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This  amount  was  a direct  expenditure  from  the  appropriation  of  each 
department. 

Remarks 

By  using  the  estimated  amount  taken  from  Department  appropria- 
tions of  one-third  the  figure  stated  for  Equipment  use  on  Projects,  the 
following  is  the  complete  cost  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works  Depart- 
ments for  1934 : 

Equipment  $ 3,574.71 

Materials  19,857.43 

Other  Costs  3,304.53 


$ 26,746.67 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  OFFICE  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
PUBLIC  WORKS 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 

Gentlemen  : 

The  following  is  the  yearly  report  of  the  executive  office : 


Appropriation  $ 5,500.00 

Transfer  to  Chapin  Avenue  account  300.00 


$ 5,200.00 

Expended : 

Salaries  $ 4,089.68 

Misc.  Supplies  1,107.52 


Total  $ 5,197.20 


Balance  Unexpended  $ 2.80 

The  following  table  shows  the  expenditures  made  this  past  year  in 
all  departments,  the  payroll  of  each,  and  the  entire  expenditures  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

B.  P.  W.  Water  Highway  Sewer  Park  Totals 

Pay  Roll  $ 4,089.68  $13,826.96  $26,595.99  $ 2,176.29  $ 364.25  $ 47,053.17 

Bills  1,107.52  40,849.99  53,527.98  7,046.91  2,314.93  104,847.33 


Totals  $ 5,197.20  $54,676.95  $80,123.97  $ 9,223.20  $ 2,679.18  $151,900.50 
In  closing  this  report,  the  Superintendent  wishes  to  thank  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  for  their  many  helpful  suggestions  and  kindness  ex- 
tended to  him  during  the  year,  and  also  to  express  his  appreciation  of 
the  co-operation  and  interest  of  all  those  in  any  way  associated  with 
him  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  department,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
helpful  suggestions  and  assistance  wffiich  he  has  received  from  other 
department  heads  in  the  town. 

ALEXANDER  BIRNIE,  Superintendent. 
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FORTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT 
COMMISSIONERS 


For  the  Year  Ended  December  3 ] , 


1934 


I 


OFFICERS  OF  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  AND  POWER  DEPARTMENT 


Commissioners 


HENRY  R.  JOHNSON,  Chairman  Term  expires  1935 

HERBERT  G.  EVANS,  Secretary  Term  expires  1936 

LOUIS  ELLENWOOD  Term  expires  1937 


Manager 

ARTHUR  G.  SIAS 


Office 

177  Main  St.,  Reading,  Mass. 


MANAGER’S  REPORT 


To  the  Municipal  Light  Board: 

Gentlemen  : 

I submit,  herewith,  my  report  covering  the  operation  of  the 
Municipal  Light  Plant  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1934. 

The  maximum  load  carried  during  the  year  was  2500  K.  W.,  an 
increase  of  250  K.  W.  over  the  previous  year,  or  11  per  cent. 

We  purchased  7,516.389  kilowatt  hours  as  compared  with  7,213,269  in 

1933,  an  increase  of  303,120.  The  average  cost  per  kilowatt  hour  pur- 
chased was  1.121  cents.  The  kilowatt  hours  sold  increased  about  4.2 
per  cent ; the  increase  in  the  different  classes  of  service  being  6 per 
cent  in  Residence  Service,  6.3  per  cent  in  Commercial  Lighting,  18.5 
per  cent  in  Commercial  Miscellaneous,  23.7  per  cent  in  Municipal 
Lighting,  26.6  per  cent  in  Municipal  power  and  7,1  per  cent  in  Street 
Lighting.  The  decrease  in  kilowatt  hours  sold  for  Commercial  Power 
was  15.9  per  cent.  The  kilowatt  hours  sold  per  residence  meter  in- 
creased from  726  to  758.5. 

The  income  from  sales  of  current  was  $264,735.32  as  compared  with 
$274,696.67,  a decrease  of  $9,961.35,  which  was  due  principally  to  the 
reduction  in  the  rates  for  service  which  went  into  effect  on  January  1, 

1934,  affecting  Residence,  Commercial  and  Power  customers.  The  re- 
duction in  the  cost  of  service  to  these  customers,  based  on  the  average 
rates  paid  in  1933,  was  as  follows : Residence  customers,  $8,081.25 ; 
Commercial  customers,  $7,648.81 ; and  Power  customers,  $3,360.69,  or  a 
total  saving  of  $19,090.75. 

Operating  expenses  for  the  year  were  $236,286.98,  an  increase  of 
$22,080.36.  Production  expenses  increased  $5,876.69,  of  which  $5,188.33 
was  for  additional  current  purchased,  and  $728.26  for  repairs  to  the 
Railroad  Trestle.  Distribution  expenses  increased  $12,212.78,  about 
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$4,800  of  which  was  due  to  increased  payroll  on  account  of  additional 
employes,  $4,046  for  the  installation  of  lightning  protection  on  trans- 
formers, and  about  $1200  for  the  installation  of  outdoor  meters.  Utiliza- 
tion expense  increased  $2,240.56.  About  $1,400  of  this  increase  was  on 
account  of  re-connecting  customers  services  from  overhead  to  under- 
ground on  Haven,  Main  and  Ash  Streets.  The  increase  in  General  and 
Miscellaneous  Expenses  of  $1,366.47  is  due  principally  to  the  increase 
in  the  amount  charged  to  Depreciation. 

The  net  income  transferred  to  Profit  and  Loss  was  $16,897.53.  Bonds 
amounting  to  $10,000  were  paid  during  the  year.  $19,054.38  has  been 
transferred  from  operating  cash  to  the  general  funds  of  the  Town 
and  tools  costing  $569.62  have  been  furnished  by  the  Department  for 
use  on  Welfare  and  E.  R.  A.  projects,  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  Credit  has  also  been  taken  for  $376  on  account  of  a bill 
paid  twice  for  use  of  truck  of  the  Moth  Department. 


Accounts  and  Notes  Receivable  are  $ 30,511.36  and 

Accounts  Payable  are  37,246.89 

Current  Assets  are  $109,311.79  and 

Current  Liabilities  are  44,834.78 


Inventory  value  of  Materials  and  Supplies  on  hand  is  $60,807.19,  an 
increase  of  $8,761.58  over  last  year. 

Leased  appliances  in  customers  premises  represent  value  of  $7,912.04. 


POWER  STATION 


The  generating  equipment  has  been  kept  in  good  operating  condi- 
tion and  has  not  been  used  during  the  year. 

An  inspection  of  the  trestle  by  the  Railroad  called  for  extensive 
repairs  and  as  fuel  is  now  delivered  by  truck,  it  was  thought  best  to 
remove  about  two-thirds  of  it  and  use  that  part  of  the  lumber  which 
was  in  good  condition  to  repair  the  remainder.  The  expense  of  these 
repairs  was  $728.26. 

The  feeder  circuits,  which  now  lead  into  the  Station  from  the 
underground  ducts,  were  carried  across  the  building  on  temporary 
supports  and  connected  to  the  present  switchboard  until  such  time  as 
the  new  switching  equipment  is  installed.  The  cost  of  doing  this  sta- 
tion work  was  $1,891.53,  and  is  carried  on  the  books  as  Unfinished  Con- 
struction. 
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DISTRIBUTION  LINES 


Additions  to  the  plant  amounted  to  $66,561.55.  Notes  amounting 
to  $20,000  were  issued  for  the  Haven  Street  underground  construction 
and  the  balance  of  the  additions  were  paid  for  from  the  Construction 
and  Depreciation  Funds. 

The  cost  of  the  underground  construction  on  Main,  Ash  and 


Haven  Streets  is  showm  below: 

Main  and 

Haven  St. 

Ash  St. 

Underground  Conduits  

$ 12,041.02 

$ 3,811.00 

Underground  Conductors  

8,730.18 

19,798.34 

Street  Light  Posts  and  Fixtures  . . . 

2,829.62 

2,319.86 

Transformers  

932.24 

Customers  Service  Connections  . . . 

1,166.83 

330.42 

Total 

$ 25,699.89 

$ 26,259.62 

\’alue  of  material  removed  

1,534.46 

4,180.98 

Net  Cost  

$ 24,165.43 

$ 22,078.64 

The  ordinary  additions  to  plant 

cost  $16,099.29,  which  is 

materially 

less  than  last  year  due  to  the  fact  that  very  few  new  extensions  were 
made  to  the  distribution  system.  Eighty-nine  additional  poles  were 
set,  and  369  renewed  during  the  year.  The  street  lighting  circuits 
were  extended  by  the  addition  of  8470  feet  of  wire  and  60,856  feet 
of  wire  was  added  to  the  commercial  circuits. 

Street  widening  projects  during  the  year  required  the  relocating  of 
105  poles  in  the  following  streets:  Reading;  Bancroft  Avenue,  County 
Road,  Van  Norden  Road  and  Wakefield  Street,  61  poles.  North  Read- 
ing; Burroughs  Road,  Fieldcrest  Road,  Elm  Street  and  Haverhill 
Street,  20  poles.  Wilmington ; Butters  Row,  Nichols  Street,  Shaw- 
sheen  Avenue  and  Woburn  Street,  23  poles.  Lynnfield  Center;  Summer 
Street,  1 pole.  The  cost  of  these  pole  re-locations,  including  the  re- 
arrangement of  the  wire  lines  was  $2370.30. 

The  lightning  protection  installed  at  each  transformer  on  the  Wil- 
mington, North  Reading  and  Lynnfield  Center  feeders  has  reduced  the 
number  of  service  interruptions,  due  to  lightning,  very  materially,  and 
only  four  transformers  were  damaged  by  lightning  during  the  entire 
year. 

The  cost  of  distribution  equipment  as  represented  in  Total  Cost 
of  Plant  Schedule  has  been  reduced  on  account  of  equipment  removed 
from  service  during  1934  and  prior  years,  as  follow^s  : 
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Poles,  Wires  and  Overhead  Conductors  $ 17,234.61 

ConsunijCrs  Meters  6,655.00 

Line  Transformers  11,361.09 

Transformer  Installations  1,362.10 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  2,536.61 


Total  value  of  property  removed  from  service  ....  $ 39,149.41 

This  will  effect  a reduction  in  the  expense  item  for  Depreciation 
amounting  to  $1,565.98. 


STREET  LIGHTING 


In  connection  with  the  change  from  overhead  to  underground  dis- 
tribution on  Main  Street,  Ash  Street,  and  Haven  Street,  27  concrete 
posts,  with  ornamental  brackets  and  Novalux  lighting  units  have  been 
installed. 

Additional  street  lights  have  been  installed  on  the  following 
streets  : Bancroft  Avenue — 1,  County  Road — 7,  Ellis  Avenue — 1,  Elm 
Street — 1,  Glen  Road — 1,  Grove  Street — 8,  Prescott  Street — 1,  South 
Street — 3,  and  Van  Norden  Road — 13.  Two  private  street  lights  have 
been  installed  in  North  Reading,  one  on  Wilson  Avenue  and  one  on 
Shore  Road. 

The  kilowatt  hours  sent  out  on  the  street  lighting  circuits  were 
407,660,  and  the  average  cost  per  K.  W.  H.,  3.895  cents,  making  the 
cost  of  operating  the  street  lights  $15,878.36.  The  appropriation  was 
$13,800,  which  was  $2,078.36  less  than  the  cost  of  the  service. 

Comparative  data  covering  the  cost  of  Street  Lighting  for  the 
past  five  years  is  shown  below' : 


Year  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934 

No.  of  Lights  724  755  793  801  841 

K.  W.  H.  Used  298,730  324,162  422,748  375,574  407,660 

Cost  of  Operation  ..  $12,504.84  $14,515.97  $17,544.04  $14,102.80  $15,878.36 

Appropriation  12,000.00  13,500.00  15,960.00  15,200.00  13,800.00 


Cost  in  excess  of  Appro.  504.84  1,015.97  1,584.04  1,097.20  2,078.36 

(Less) 


PARK  AND  PLAYGROUND  LIGHTING 


Additional  lighting  equipment  was  installed  over  the  new  tennis 
courts  at  the  Birch  Meadow  Playground  at  a cost  to  the  Department 
of  $981.40. 

The  Washington  Street  Ball  Grounds  and  approaches  were  illum- 
inated by  flood  lights  during  the  Fourth  of  July  Carnival,  the  expense 
of  same  being  $327.39. 
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CHRISTMAS  DECORATIONS 


The  usual  Christmas  illumination  was  provided  by  the  installation 
of  3434  lamps  on  Main,  Haven.  Lowell  and  Hamden  Streets,  Ernest 
Leach  Park,  West  Street  and  County  Road,  and  the  Common. 

The  expense  to  the  Department  was  as  follows : 


Materials,  Truck  and  Labor  $ 640.97 

Lamp  Renewals  47.54 

6987  K.  W.  H.  at  .018  125.77 


Total  $ 814.28 


METER  DEPARTMENT 


The  regular  inspection  and  testing  of  consumers’  meters  has  been 
carried  on  during  the  year  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the 


work  done : 

Meter  Room  Tests  1082 

Meters  Repaired  83 

Inquiry  Tests  and  Investigations  246 

Consumers’  Request  Tests  144 

Polyphase  Meter  Inspections  204 

Periodic  Tests  553 

Total  number  of  meters  tested  2313 


Inspections  and  tests  have  disclosed  592  defective  jewels  and  661 
worn  pivots  which  were  replaced.  During  the  periodic  tests,  the  in- 
stallations were  observed  closely  for  irregularities  which  interfere  with 
the  normal  operation  of  the  meter,  for  conditions  that  constituted 
hazards,  and  cause  unsatisfactory  service.  Typical  of  these  troubles 
are  deliberate  current  diversion,  unmetered  loads,  grounded  meters  and 
service  equipment,  improper  grounding,  loose  connections  and  in- 
correct meter  capacities  due  to  changes  in  customers  load.  376  out- 
door meter  installations  have  been  made  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  412  outdoor  meters  in  use  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


LAMP  AND  APPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 


The  net  sales  of  lamps  and  appliances  amounted  to  $23,800.86, 
which  was  an  increase  of  $5,823.22  over'  the  previous  year. 

The  net  results  of  the  operation  of  this  department  for  the  year 
are  as  follows ; 
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Net  Sales — lamps  and  appliances  $ 28,800.86 

Cost  of  Same  20,173.05 

Gross  Profit  $ 8,627.81 

Payroll,  rent  and  other  selling  expenses  $ 10,809.55 

Net  Expense  $ 2,181.74 

Cost  of  free  installations  1,507.07 

Total  Expense  $ 3,688.81 


The  estimated  annual  current  consumption  of  the  appliances  sold 
is  148,883  K.  W.  H.,  which,  at  4 cents  per  kilowatt  hour,  will  produce 
an  annual  revenue  of  $5,955.32. 


RENTAL  RANGES  AND  WATER  HEATERS 


At  the  close  of  the  year  we  had  76  ranges  and  29  water  heaters  on 
rental  in  customers’  premises. 

Nineteen  ranges  and  10  water  heaters  have  been  returned  and 
re-rented  during  the  year. 

The  income  from  these  rentals  was  $1,767.06  and  the  expense 
for  re-installing,  $1,495.53.  The  cost  of  these  appliances  is  carried 
in  inventory  and  depreciated  each  year  so  that  the  entire  cost  of  the 
ranges  will  be  written  off  in  five  years  and  the  water  heaters  in 
seven  years. 


GARAGE 


The  automobile  expense  is  kept  in  detail  for  each  car  and  the  fol- 
lowing data  will  show  the  cost  of  operation  for  the  year. 


Miles  Run  125,716 

Gallons  of  Gas  11,412 

Miles  per  Gallon  11.02 

Gallons  of  Oil  144 

Miles  per  Gallon  873.03 

Cost  of  Gas  ^ $ 1,499.20 

Cost  of  Oil  60.38 

Cost  of  Anti-freeze  31.57 

Cost  of  Repair  parts  1,297.89 

Cost  of  Labor  1,472.84 

Insurance  and  Depreciation  796.16 


Total  Cost  .■ $ 5,158.04 
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Average  Cost  per  Mile  of  Operation — 4.1  cents. 

In  my  report  for  1933  I recommended  replacing  the  Reo  truck 
which  we  have  used  since  1925,  but  it  was  thought  best  to  keep  it 
another  year.  It  is  still  in  fair  operating  condition  and  probably  can 
be  used  as  a spare  truck  although  it  is  nine  years  old.  The  G .M.  C. 
truck  which  we  purchased  in  1928  is  in  need  of  extensive  repairs  and  it 
would  be  advisable  to  replace  it  with  a heavier  truck  this  year.  The 
1929  Pontiac  Coupe  should  also  be  replaced  this  year  and  I recommend 
that  both  of  these  cars  be  disposed  of  and  new  ones  purchased. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  RELIEF 


The  Department  has  co-operated  with  the  Board  of  Public  Wel- 
fare and  the  E.  R.  A.  Administration  in  the  employment  of  additional 
labor  during  the  year.  43  citizens  have  been  given  employment,  prin- 
cipally on  the  underground  construction  work,  the  total  payroll  being 
$6,005.90.  Nine  Cable  Splicers,  helpers  and  electricians,  who  were  non- 
residents, were  emplo3^ed  on  the  undrground  construction  .work,  and 
this  payroll  amountd  to  $4,769.53.  Some  of  these  men  were  on  relief 
work  in  other  communities. 


FUTURE  IMPROVEMENTS 
Street  Lighting 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  has  advised  us  that,  in  its  opinion,  the 
present  street  lighting  on  South  Main  Street,  between  the  Boston 
and  Maine  Railroad  crossing  and  the  Reading-Stoneham  town  line, 
is  inadequate  and  has  asked  to  have  it  improved.  A survey  of  the 
lights  on  the  street  indicates  that  the  best  method  of  improving  the 
illumination  would  be  to  install  twenty-two  400  candle-power  lights 
on  the  westerly  side  and  increase  the  candle-power  of  the  present 
lights  from  250  to  400. 

The  estimated  cost  of  installing  the  additional  lights  is  $1,530.65 
and  the  additional  cost  to  the  town  for  the  increased  lighting  will  be 
approximately  $1,000  per  year. 


Distribution  Feeders — Reading 


In  order  to  complete  the  change  from  2300  volts  to  4000  volts  on  the 
local  distribution  feeders,  it  will  be  necessary  to  run  an  additional 
wire  from  the  power  station  to  the  center  of  distribution  on  four 
feeder  circuits.  The  estiimated  cost  of  this  construction  is  $3,310.62. 
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Distribution  Feeders — Wilmington 


The  feeders  on  Burlington  Avenue,  Shav^sheen  Avenue  and  Chest- 
nut Street  are  too  small  to  carry  the  load  and  maintain  satisfactory 
voltage  conditions  and  should  be  replaced  with  larger  wire.  The  feed- 
ers on  Church  Street  are  bare  and  should  be  replaced  with  new 
wire.  The  North  Wilmington  feeders  should  be  re-run  on  Middlesex 
Avenue,  Woburn  and  Federal  Streets  to  improve  voltage  conditions  and 
reduce  losses. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  $2,633.91. 


New  Switchboard  at  Power  Station 


With  the  increasing  load  on  the  present  switchboard  it  is  neces- 
sary that  we  now  take  steps  to  install  the  4000  volt  switches  and  the 
necessary  feeder  regulators,  to  connect  with  the  underground  cables 
which  wc  have  installed.  The  estimated  cost  of  constructing  the 
switchboard  is*  $21,274.37  and  the  feeder  regulators  will  cost  $17,620. 

I recommend  that  these  improvements  be  made  during  the  coming 
year  and  that  bonds  or  notes  to  the  amount  of  $20,000  be  issued  to 
finance  a part  of  these  improvements,  the  balance  to  be  paid  from 
the  depreciation  fund. 

My  estimate  of  the  expenses  and  income  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1935,  is  herewith  submitted,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  57  of  Chapter  164,  General  Laws. 


ESTIMATES  FOR  1935 


Expenses 

For  Operation,  Maintenance  and  Repairs  $196,439.67 

For  Interest  on  Bonds  and  Notes  2,705.00 

For  Depreciation  at  4%  of  Cost  of  Plant  37,418.57 

For  Bond  and  Note  Payments  12,000.00 

For  Taxes  3,500.00 

For  Uncollectible  Operating  Revenue  2,500.00 

P'or  Interest  on  Consumers’  Deposits  200.00 


Total  Expenses  $254,763.24 

Income 

From  Sales  to  Private  Consumers $259,632.00 

From  Sundry  Sales  334.20 

From  Interest  on  Consumers’  Deposits  200.00 
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FROM  TAX  LEVY: 

For  Street  Lights  $ 16,895.00 

For  Municipal  Depts 3,400.00  20,295.00 

Total  Income  $280,461.20 

On  the  pages  which  follow  is  shown  in  graphical  form  the  cost 
per  kilowatt  hour  divided  between  Production,  Distribution  and  Gen- 
eral Expenses ; also  how  cost  per  kilowatt  hour  is  reduced  as  the 
consumers’  use  of  current  increases. 

Financial  and  Statistical  data  is  also  shown,  together  with  data 
from  previous  years  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  list  of  bills  re- 
maining unpaid  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  list  of  bonded  employees. 

Appended  hereto  is  the  Auditor’s  Report  which  covers  in  de- 
tail the  financial  accounting  for  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  G.  SIAS, 

. Manager 

The  reports  of  the  Manager  and  the  Auditor  as  herewith  sub- 
mitted are  approved  by  us  and  constitute  our  report  to  the  Town. 

HENRY  R.  JOHNSON 
HERBERT  G.  EVANS 
LOUIS  ELLENWOOD 

Municipal  Light  Board 


COMPARISON  OF  OPERATING  COSTS,  1934-1933 


In  Cents  per  Kilowatt  Hour,  Based  on  Kilowatt  Hours  Sold  and  De- 
livered to  Street  Lights 


Production  

$ 

1934 

1.320 

$ 

1933 

1.282 

Distribution  

0.902 

.745 

Utilization  

0.183 

.155 

Commercial  

0.222 

.229 

New  Business  

0.041 

.036 

General  and  Miscellaneous  

1.029 

1.068 

Bonds,  Notes  and  Interest  

0.198 

.240 

Total  Costs  

$ 

3.895 

$ 

3.755 
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Note-  Uni+  costs  b«5cd  on  tofa\  iCw.H.  pore  based.  ^ L.gh-Hfept.-lSJ-i  Report-. 


ToFR.LieHTDepT./^v'ER/^GE  Cost  . 

OF 

Supplying  i k.w.hLof  E.ucTi^tc  Service 

193^ 


T.  -R.  Li’ghfDept.  -l9J-4‘Repor+. 


SUMMARY  OF  CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 


During  the  Period  January  1,  1934  through  December 

CASH  BALANCES  January  1,  1934. 


Operation  Fund  None 

Depreciation  Fund  $ 9,356.45 

Construction  Fund  1,050.01 

Special  Construction  Fund  None 

Petty  Cash  Fund  250.00 


Total  Cash  Balances 
CASH  RECEIVED: 


Sale  of  Electricity  $242,488.72 

Street  Light  Appropriation  13,800.00 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  49,360.92 

Note  Issue  20,000.00 


Total  Cash  Received 

TOTAL  

CASH  DISBURSED: 


Operating  Accounts  $235,603.31 

Construction  Accounts  66,535.10 

Interest  Paid  2,620.00 

Bonds  Paid 10,000.00 

Transfer  to  Town  Treasurer  19,054.38 


Total  Disbursements  

CASH  BALANCES  December  31,  1934 


Operation  Fund '. . . 

Depreciation  Fund  90.41 

Construction  Fund  2,152.90 

Special  Construction  Fund  

Petty  Cash  Fund  250.00 


TOTAL  CASH  BALANCES  December  31,  1934 


31,  1934 


$ 10,656.46 


$325,649.64 

$336,306.10 


$333,812.79 


$ 2,493.31 
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COMPARISON  OF  KILOWATT  HOURS  PURCHASED  AND  SOLD,  ALSO  INCOME  RECEIVED  AND 
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INCOME  FROM  EACH  TOWN 


Increase 

1934  1933  Decrease 

Reading  $163,282.27  $170,244.64  $ 6,962.37 

Lynnfield  Center  17,853.96  18,026.36  172.40 

North  Reading  31,486.99  32,474.90  987.91 

Wilmington  51,530.66  53,516.46  1,985.80 

Other  Districts  581.44  434.31  147.13 


Totals  $264,735.32  $274,696.67  $ 9,961.35 


KILOWATT  HOURS  SOLD  IN  EACH  TOWN 


Increase 

1934  1933  Decrease 

Reading  4,575,383  4,400,900  174,483 

Lynnfield  Center  337,169  321,311  * 15,858 

North  Reading  639,882  607,307  32,575 

Wilmington 951,360  917,065  34,295 

Other  Districts  18,403  13,074  5,329 


Totals  6,522,197  6,259,657  262,540 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CUSTOMERS  AS  OF  DECEMBER  31,  1934 

Lynnfld.  No. 


Residence  Service  . . . 

Ttls. 

4874 

Commercial  Miscell. 

108 

Commercial  Light’g  . . 

458 

Com,  Row. — Retail  . . 

107 

Com.  Row. — Wh’sale 

9 

Alunicipal  Miscell.  . . 

1 

Municipal  Lighting  .. 

34 

Mun.  Row. — Retail  .. 

6 

Mun.  Row. — Wh’sale 

5 

Co-op.  Resale  Ser.  . . 

14 

Rriv.  St.  Lights  

7 

Rub.  St.  Lights  

3 

Totals  for  1934  

5626 

Totals  for  1933  

5652 

Increase  

26 

or 

Decrease 

Read. 

Cntr. 

Read. 

Wilm. 

2646 

408 

700 

1120 

51 

8 

21 

28 

272 

24' 

56 

106 

64 

6 

5 

13 

3 

25 

1 

34 

6 

— 

— 

— 

5 

8 

1 

1 

4 

1 

— — 

5 

1 

— 

‘ 1 

1 

1 

3094 

447 

800 

1285 

3068 

461 

829 

1294 

26 

14 

29 

9 
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COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  POLE  ADDITIONS  AND  RE- 
NEWALS 
Additions 


Reading  

1934 

45 

1933 

24 

1932 

50 

Lvnnfield  Center  

2 

11 

5 

North  Reading  

11 

35 

49 

Wilmington  

31 

70 

39 

Total  Additions  . 

89 

140 

143 

Reading  

Renewals 

145 

157 

64 

Lynnfield  Center  

12 

14 

15 

North  Reading  

36 

42 

133 

Wilmington 

176 

73 

101 

Total  Renewals  . . . 

369 

286 

313 

TOTAL  POLES  HANDLED 

458 

426 

456 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT 

OF  POLE  ADDITIONS  AND 

RE- 

Pole 

Size 

NEWALS  BY  SIZES 

Additions 

1934  1933  1932 

1934 

Renewals 

1933 

1932 

25  

— 

— 

. — 

. — 

— 

— 

30  

44 

120 

98 

181 

104 

171 

35  

39 

16 

45 

167 

162 

118 

40  

6 

4 

— 

20 

20 

24 

45  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

. — 

50  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 



— 

Totals  

89 

140 

143 

369 

286 

313 

number 

OF  STREET  LIGHTS 

BY  SIZES 

40  C.  F 

Ttls. 

Read. 

LynnTd 

Cntr. 

No. 

Read.  Wilm. 

50  Watt 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60  C.  P 

1607 

597 

167 

330 

513 

100  C.  P 

14 

14 

— 

— 

— 

250  C.  P 

147 

147 

— 

— 

300  Watt  

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

400  C.  P 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Ttls. 

Read. 

Lynn’fd 

Cntr. 

No. 

Read. 

Wilm. 

600  C.  P 

20 

7 

— 

— 

13 

1000  C.  P 

76 

76 

— 

— 

— 

1500  C.  P 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

• 

— 

• 

Totals  

1864’ 

841 

167 

330 

526 

Hours  Burned  

— 

3950 

2167 

2167 

2157 

STREET 

LAMPS 

RENEWED 

BY  SIZES 

Ttls. 

Read. 

Lynn’fd 

Cntr. 

No. 

Read. 

Wilm. 

40  C.  P 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50  Watt  

35 

. — 

— 

— 

35 

60  C.  P 

3189 

1529 

195 

475 

990 

100  C.  P 

15 

15 

— 

— 

— 

100  Watt  

6 

4 

— 

2 

— 

250  C.  P 

448 

447 

— 

— 

1 

300  Watt  

14 

— 

— 

— 

14 

400  C.  P 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

600  C.  P 

184 

166 

— 

— 

18 

1000  C.  P 

104 

104 

— 

— 

— 

1500  C.  F' 

— 

— 

— 

>- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Totals  

3995 

2265 

195 

477 

1058 

PLANT  INVESTMENT  ACCOUNTS— ELECTRIC 

Balance  Additions  Deductions  Balance 
jan.  1,  1934  1934  1934  Dec.  31,  1934 


PLANT  INVESTMENTS: 

Land  $ 2,575.80  $ $ $ 2,575.80 


Structures  

19,248.31 

550.59 

18,697.72 

Structures — ^Garage  . . 

14,556.40 

342.30 

14,214.10 

Boiler  Plant  Equip.  . . 

15,343.24 

4,181.78 

11,161.46 

Prime  Movers  and 

Auxiliaries  

6,422.93 

1,740.78 

4,682.15 

Turbo.  Gen.  Units  . . 

9,658.24 

2,812.26 

6,845.98 

Elec.  Plant  — Steam 

28,396.02 

3,508.80 

24,887.22 

Trans.  Sta.  & Substa. 

Equipment  

484.30 

484.30 

Poles,  Fixt.  and  Over- 

head Cond 

243,036.87 

11,305.41 

13,310.63 

241,031.65 

Underground  Conduit 

33,368.36 

15,852.02 

1,039.35 

48,181.03 

Underground  Con- 

ductors   

14,441.27 

28,528.52 

628.40 

42,341.39 
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Balance 

Additions 

Deductions 

Balance 

Jaii.l,  1934 

1934 

1934  Dec.  31,  1934 

Consumers’  Meters  . . 
Consumers’  Meters 

35,746.05 

1,907.38 

2,673.52 

34,979.91 

Installations  

6,595.31 

1,431.63 

434.42 

7,592.52 

Line  Transformers  . 
Line  Transformers 

39,513.96 

1,139.53 

2,865.56 

37,787.93 

Installations  

4,538.92 

327.44 

4,211.48 

Street  Light  Euip. 
Consumers’  Premises 

12,538.71 

5,912.76 

1,749.60 

16,701.87 

Equipment  

91.75 

53.62 

38.13 

Total  Plant  Invest. 

$486,072.14 

$ 66,561.55 

$ 36,219.05 

$516,414.64 

GEXERAL  EQUIPMENT: 

Office  Equip 

$ 10,409.53 

$ 123.86 

$ 

3,113.14 

$ 7,420.25 

Stores  Equip 

582.89 

34.75 

548.14 

Transport  Equip 

1,875.00 

175.00 

250.00 

1,800.00 

Laboratory  Equip.  . . 

2,357.03 

10.86 

2,367.89 

^^iscell.  Equip 

1,465.90 

165.32 

252.24 

1,378.98 

Total  Gen.  Equip.  . . 

$ 16,690.35 

$ 475.04 

$ 

3,650.13 

$ 13,515.26 

UNFINISHED  CONST.  $ 217.50 

$ 1,941.53 

$ 

82.50 

$ 2,076.53 

TOTAL  INVESTS.  .. 

$502,979.99 

$ 68,978.12 

$ 

39,951.68 

$532,006.43 

TOTAL  COST  OF  PLANT 


as  of  December  31,  1934 

Cost  of  Land  $ 2,575.80 

Cost  of  Structures  44,644.60  $ 47,220.40 

Generating  Plant — Steam: 

Cost  of  Boiler  Plant  Equip $ 69,696.71 

Cost  of  Prime  Movers  and  Auxiliaries  ....  29,013.38 

Cost  of  Turbo  Generator  Units  46,870.83 

Cost  of  Electric  Plant — Steam  58,480.20  $204,061.12 

Transmission,  Distribution  and  Storage: 

Cost  of  Trans.  Sta.  and  Substa.  Equip $ 484.30 

Cost  of  Poles,  Fixt.  and  Overhead  Cond.  ..  407,541.22 

Cost  of  Underground  Conduits  50,497.13 

Cort  of  Underground  Conductors  44,238.59 

Cost  of  Consumers’  Meters  62,089.98 

Cost  of  Consumers’  Meters  Installation  ....  12.292.43 

Cost  of  Line  Transformers  61,417.92 

Cost  of  Transformer  Installation  6,824.21  $645,385.78 

Utilization  Equipment: 

Cost  of  Street  Lighting  Equip $ 38,367.91 

Cost  of  Consumers’  Premises  Equipment  . 428.99  $ 38,796.90 

Total  Cost  of  Electric  Plant  as  shown  by  Books  $935,464.20 
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COST  OF  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM  IN  OUTSIDE  TOWNS 
North  Reading 

Total  Investment  December  .31,  1934: 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  . $ 82,614.36 

Consumers’  Meters  11,259.80 

Line  Transformers  8,306.74 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  3,019.07  $105,199.97 

Lynnfield  Center 

Total  Investment  December  31,  1934: 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  . $ 35.948.66 

Consumers’  Meters  5,652.75 

Line  Transformers  2,857.22 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  1,839.75  $ 46,298.38 

Wilmington 

Total  Investment  December  31,  1934: 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  . $125,312.01 

Consumers’  Meters  16,603.65 

Line  Transformers  9,971.25 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  4,329.89  $156,216.80 

Total  Investments — Outside  Towns  $307,715.15 

Total  Income — Outside  Towns  $101,453.05 

MATERIALS  AND  SUPPLIES 

Materials  and  Supplies  $ 29,687.25 

Electrical  Appliances — in  stock  21,816.36 

Electric  Appliances — in  Consumers’  premises  7,912.04 

Tools  and  Supplies  8,666.20 

Coal  ....' 637.33 


Total  Materials  and  Supplies  $ 68,719.23 


CASH  BALANCES  AT  CLOSE  OF  YEAR  1934 
PETTY  CASH  FUND 

Petty  Cash  due  Treasurer  $ 250.00 

OPERATION  FUND 

DEBITS 

Balance  at  beginning  of  year  None 

Received  from  Sale  of  Electricity  $242,488.72 

Received  from  Appropriation  for  Street  Lights  13,800.00 

Received  from  Miscellaneous  Items  49,360.92 


Total  Debits  $305,649.64 
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CREDITS 


Expenditures  for  operating  $235,603.31 

Bond  Paid  10,000.00 

Town  Treasurer — Transfer  of  Funds  19,054.30 

Interest  Paid  2,620.00 

Amount  Transferred  to  Depreciation  Fund  . 36,219.05 

Amount  Transferred  to  Construction  Fund  2,152.90 


Total  Credits  $305,649.64 

Balance,  December  31,  1934  None 

DEPRECIATION  FUND 

DEBITS 

Balance  of  Account  at  beginning  of  year  $ 9,356.45 

Amount  Transferred  from  Income  36,219.05 


Total  Debits  $ 45,575.50 

CREDITS 

Amount  Expended  for  Construction  Purposes  $ 45,485.09 

Amount  Expended  for  Pole  Renewals  None 

Total  Credits  $ 45,485.09 

Balance  on  Hand  December  31,  1934  $ 90.41 

CONSTRUCTION  FUND 

DEBITS 

Balance  on  Hand  at  beginning  of  year  $ 1,050.01 

Transferred  from  Operation  Fund  2,152.90 

Total  Debits  $ 3,202.91 

CREDITS 

Amount  Expended  for  Construction  Purposes  $ 1,050.01 

Total  Credits  $ 1,050.01 

Balance  on  Hand  December  31,  1934  $ 2,152.90 

SPECIAL  CONSTRUCTION  FUND— HAVEN  STREET 

DEBITS 

Balance  on  Hand  at  beginning  of  year  None 

Received  from  Note  Issue  $ 20,000.00 

Total  Debits  $ 20,000.00 

CREDITS 

Amount  Expended  for  Construction  Purposes  $ 20,000.00 

Total  Credits  $ 20,000.00 

Balance  on  Pland  December  31,  1934  None 
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TABLE  C 

Production  Costs  Per  K.  W.  H.  Based  on  Total  K.  W.  H.  Delivered  at 

Switchboard 

K.  W.  H.  Repairs  and  other  Total 


Year 

Purchased 

Fuel 

Labor 

Station  Expense 

Costs 

1910 

.0086 

.0075 

.0026 

.0187 

1911 

.0078 

.0069 

.0021 

.0168 

1912 

.0091 

.0071 

.0027 

.0189 

1913 

.0101 

.0070 

.0020 

.0191 

1914 

.0092 

.0082 

.0017 

.0191 

1915 

.0085 

.0087 

.0013 

.0185 

1916 

.0087 

.0071 

.0022 

.0180 

1917 

.0144 

.0075 

.0015 

.0234 

1918 

.0200 

.0085 

.0025 

.0310 

1919 

.0133 

.0066 

.0019 

.0218 

1920 

.0162 

.0071 

.0009 

.0242 

1921 

.0153 

.0077 

.0009 

.0240 

1922 

.0131 

.0066 

.0014 

.0211 

1923 

.0134 

.0057 

.0014 

.0205 

1924 

.00979 

.0055 

.00166 

.01695 

1925 

.00991 

.0054 

.00272 

.01803 

1926 

.0285 

.01034 

.0056 

.00212 

.0200 

1927 

.01116 

.01205 

.00246 

.00390 

.01743 

1928 

.01227 

None 

.00170 

.00225 

.01622 

1929 

.01051 

.01444 

.00141 

.00150 

.01349 

1930 

.01106 

None 

.00124 

.00127 

.0136 

1931 

.01134 

None 

.00128 

.00027 

.0129 

1932 

.01107 

None 

.00119 

.00027 

.0125 

1933 

.01094 

None 

.00107 

.00017 

.0122 

1934 

.01120 

None 

.00125 

.00025 

.0127 

TABLE  D 


Average  Cost  Per  K.  W.  H.  As  Defined  by  Chapter  164,  General  Laws 


1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Operating  Costs : 

.0397 

.0483 

.0362 

.0586 

.0467 

.0577 

.0538 

.0509 

Fixed  Costs: 

.0198 

.0176 

.0254 

.0299 

.0261 

.0249 

.0274 

.0213 

Total  Costs: 

.0595 

.0659 

.0616 

.0885 

.0728 

.0826 

.0812 

.0722 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

Operating  Costs : 

.0588 

.0640 

.0561 

.0494 

.0377 

.0442 

.0448 

.0395 

Fixed  Costs: 

.0259 

.0330 

.0278 

.0185 

.0138 

.0131 

.0129 

.0115 

Total  Costs: 

.0817 

.0970 

.0839 

.0679 

.0515 

.0573 

.0577 

.0510 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

Operating  Costs : 

.0414 

.0359 

.0344 

.0368 

.0332 

.0295 

.0315 

Fixed  Costs : 

.0116 

.0085 

.0075 

.0079 

.0083 

.0080 

.0075 

Total  Costs : 

.0530 

.0444 

.0419 

.0447 

.0415 

.0375 

.0390 
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VOUCHER  REGISTER  BALANCE 
December  31,  1934 


Totals  December  November 


October 

and 

Previous 


Prentiss  & Parker  

Edison  Elec.  111.  Co.  . . 
Amer.  Fire  Equip.  Co., 

Inc 

E.  B.  Currell  & Son  . . 

T.  C.  Fife  

T.  C.  Guinan  

Kelvinator  Sales  Corp. 
Reading  Chronicle  . . . 
Robbins-Phalon  Co.  . . . 
Wm.  J.  Sullivan,  Town 

Clerk  

The  Texas  Co 

Edwin  L.  Wiegand  Co. 

Bristol  Co 

M.  F.  Charles  

Chicago  Flexible  Shaft 

Co 

Condit  Elec.  Mfg.  Corp. 

G.  E.  Supply  Corp.  .... 

Alfred  E.  Goodwin  .... 
Hygrade  Sylvania  Corp. 
Landers,  Frary  & Clark 
Malone  Brothers  

H.  B.  McArdle  

L.  E.  Muran  Co 

Geo.  H.  Wahn  Co 

M.  J.  Walsh,  Postmas- 
ter, N.  R 

Westinghouse  Elec.  & 

Mfg.  Co 

American  Elec.  Serv.  & 

Maint.  Co 

George  H.  Buckminster 

Co 

Clapp  & Leach,  Inc.  . . 
Century  Wood  Pre- 
serving Co 

Davis  Emer.  Equip.  Co. 


$ 14.55 

26,769.36  $ 9,157.88 


4.65 

54.30 

42.92 

22.24 

8.48 

85.96 

25.70 

125.50 

50.00 

185.51 

131.34 

■3.00 

255.53 

159.06 

3.85 

2.85 

9.55 

15.25 

11.55 

4.38 

284.15 

219.85 

187.61 

1.25 

600.13 

169.21 

19.88 

17.18 

7.81 

1.89 

6.25 

20.82 

1.58 

812.01 

366.05 

22.48 

18.79 

- 

70.98 

307.64 

178.39 

571.30 

201.76 

861.30 

672.30 

15.20 

$ 14.55 

8,780.93  $ 8,830.55 

4.65 

54.30 

20.68 

8.48 

60.26 

75.50 

54.17 

3.00 

96.47 

1.00 
9.55 

3.70 

4.38 

284.15 

32.24 

1.25 
430.92 

2.70 
5.92 

6.25 

19.24 
445.96 

22.48 

18.79 

70.98 

129.25 

369.54 

189.00 

15.20 
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Totals 


Dyer-Clark  Co 33.92 

Gorham  Fire  Equip.  Co.  8.01 

Graybar  Elec.  Co.,  Inc.  160.78 

Max  G.  Horovitz  Co.  ..  8.12 

Hughes  Motor  Mart, 

Inc 19.13 

Line  Material  Co 14.50 

Malden  Auto  Spring 

Service,  Inc 3.57 

Premier  Vacuum  Cean- 

er  Co 5.99 

Sager  Electrical  Supply 

Co 57.00 

Seaman’s  Elec.  Shop,  . 

Inc.  ■ 1.25 

M.  W.  Vye  Co 35.16 

Walker  & Pratt  Mfg. 

Co 23.00 

Wetmore-Savage  Elec. 

Supply  Co ■ 411.39 

General  Electric  Co.  . . 36.13 

N.  E.  Tel.  & Tel.  Co.  . . 273.40 

Sweetser  Coal  Co $ 243.60 

Edward  Atkins  57.15 

Bigelow  & Dowse  Co.  42.00 

Buckwalter  Stove  Co.  *.  .78 

Christian  Science  Pub. 

Society  17.50 

Dickie-Raymond,  Inc.  . 114.50 

Elec.  Time  Co.,  Inc.  . . 27.19 

Electromaster,  Inc 112.75 

Hodson  Brothers  5.45 

Lowell  Elec.  Light  Corp.  18.53 

Geo.  W.  Marshall  5.05 

A.  E.  Martell  Co.,  Inc.  . 28.02 

Milhender,  Inc 697.39 

Rutenber  Elec.  Co.  . . . 10.68 

Spaulding-Moss  Co.  . . 1.55 

Whirldry  Corp 5.94 

Francis  Bros 44.38 

G.  H.  Atkinson  Co 9.00 


October 

and 

December  November  Previous 


23.74 

10.18 

8.01 

97.48 

63.30 

8.12 

19.13 

14.50 

3.57 

5.99 

52.00 

5.00 

1.25 

35.16 

23.00 

388.97 

22.42 

11.23 

24.90 

138.99 

134.41 

$ 

243.60 

26.37 

30.78 

42.00 

.78 

14.00 

3.50 

114.50 

27.19 

24.49 

88.26 

5.45 

10.18 

8.35 

2.25 

2.80 

1.56 

26.46 

489.51 

207.88 

10.68 

1.06 

.49 

5.94 

23.10 

21.28 

9.00 
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Totals 


December  November 


October 

and 

Previous 


Wendell  Bancroft  & Co. 
Barry  Motor  Parts,  Inc. 
Blackstone  Mfg.  Co.  . . 

Brooks’  Express  

Chase,  Parker  & Co., 

Inc 

Dover  Mfg.  Co 

Hook  & Coward  

Laing  Chevrolet  Co.  . 

Mathias-Hart  Co 

Sargent’s  Express  

Sipho  Products  Corp.  . 

Sweeper-Vac  Co 

Tyer  Rubber  Co 

Vulite  Products  Co.  . . 
B.  F.  Waldron  & Son  . 
Webster-Thomas  Co.  . 
Petroleum  Heat  & 

Power  Co 

Charles  H.  Dunham  . . 
Addressograph  Co.  . . . 
Boston  Herald-Travel- 
er Corp 

Henry  Jenkins  Trans. 

Co 

Liberty  Mutual  Ins.  Co. 
Medford  Buick  Co.  . . . 

Northeastern  Co 

Town  of  Reading  .... 
Reading  Motor  Co.  . . . 
Roberts  & Mander 

Stove  Co 

Boston  & Maine  R.  R. 
Detroit  Vapor  Stove  Co. 
Fairbanks,  Morse  & Co. 


1.38 

.62 

.76 

4.40 

4.40 

1.05 

1.05 

40.30 

16.55 

23.75 

9.18 

9.18 

.10 

.10 

118.37 

16.39 

101.98 

2.90 

2.00 

.90 

7.42 

7.42 

.35 

.35 

5.67 

5.67 

10.50 

10.50 

13.40 

13.40 

5.50 

5.50 

14.45 

4.20 

10.25 

120.21 

120.21 

107.91 

61.11 

46.80 

40.00 

■ 40.00 

2.10 

2.10 

20.00 

20.00 

.91 

.91 

487.28 

487.28 

34.77 

34.77 

37.12 

37.12 

49.90 

49.90 

13.70 

13.70 

13.50 

13.50 

7.52 

7.52 

12.54 

12.5,4 

.88 

.88 
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October 

and 

Totals  December  Novemljer  Previous 


Lewis  of  Lynn  

3.00 

3.00 

Robeson  Rochester 

Corp 

.27 

.27 

Cummings  Express  Co.  $ 

2.80  $ 

2.80 

Decatur  & Hopkins  . . 

89.04 

89.04 

Eagle  Oil  & Supply  Co. 

2.13 

2.13 

A.  C.  Gilbert  Co 

2.38 

2.38 

Alartin  P>.  Hartshorn  . 

1,811.23 

1,811.23 

R.  A.  Lufkin  

2.04 

2.04 

North  Star  Plating 

Works 

9.00 

9.00 

Railway  Express 

Agenc}',  Inc 

8.69 

8.69 

Henrv  Doucette  

5.95 

5.95 

F.  Clifford  Evans  .... 

1.00 

1.00 

Frank  Rossman  

1.90 

1.90 

R.  C.  Snow  

14.70 

14.70 

Petty  Cash  

26.45 

26.45 

Frank  S.  Eaton  

.75 

.75 

Gallant’s  Elec.  Motor 
Service  

10.80 

10.80 

Industrial  Jewel  Co., 
Inc 

7.66 

7.66 

Wilmington  News  .... 

56.80 

56.80 

H.  J.  Montgomery  .... 

16.45 

16.45 

B.  F.  Sturtevant  & Co., 
Inc 

2.15 

2.15 

Boston  Eas}'-  Washer 
Dist.,  Inc 

.89 

.89 

Frigidaire  Sales  Corp.  . 

3.08 

3.08 

R.  T.  Pender,  Inc.  . . . 

1.60 

1.60 

Service  Recorder  Co.  . 

1.85 

1.85 

Wm.  J.  Sullivan,  Town 
Clerk,  N.  R 

3.00 

3.00 

Boston  Review  

10,00 

10.00 

Tajdor  Calhoun  Co.  . . 

6.80 

6.80 

Des  Roberts  Electric 

Supply  Co 

5.43 

5.43 

Fred  F.  Smith,  Inc 

.30 

.30 

$ 37,246.89  $ 15,599.82  $ 12,816.52  $ 8,830.55 
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LIST  OF  EMPLOYEES  BONDED 


Arthur  G.  Sias 

Manager 

Reading 

$5,000 

Ralph  G.  Babcock 

Office  Manager 

5,000 

Leonard  C.  Whittredge 

Bookkeeper 

1,000 

Hazel  K.  Ainsworth 

Cashier 

5,000 

Christine  Cheney 

Asst,  Cashier 

}> 

5,000 

Evelyn  M,  Benjamin 

Stenographer 

yy 

1,000 

Iris  L.  Birnie 

Clerk 

yy 

1,000 

Charles  E.  Tasney 

Collector 

yy 

2,000 

Paul  Edwin  Lane 

Receiving  Rm.  Clerk  ” 

1,000 

Benjamin  J.  Downs 

Meter  Reader 

1,000 

Harold  R.  Metcalf 

Meter  Reader 

1,000 

Roger  W.  Potter 

Meter  Reader 

1,000 

Hector  Gianascol 

Meter  Supervisor 

1,000 

Robert  C.  Snow 

Sales  Manager 

Lynn 

2,000 

Doris  Smith  Parker 

Clerk 

Reading 

1,000 

F.  Clifford  Evans 

Salesman 

)) 

1,000 

W.  Frank  Rossman 

Salesman 

yy 

1,000 

Edward  0.  Herrick 

Service  Dept  Mgr.  ” 

1,000 

John  R.  Anderson 

Service  Man 

yy 

1,000 

Merrill  P'.  Reed 

Service  Man 

yy 

1,000 

S.  Leslie  Bertwell 

Service  Man 

yy 

1,000 

Clarence  L.  Thomas 

Supt.  Distribution 

yy 

1,000 

George  M.  Roundy 

Collector 

Lynnfield 

2,000 

Lyman  E.  Abbott 

Collector 

N.  Reading 

2,000 

Joseph  B.  McMahon 

Collector 

Wilmington 

3,000 

Roland  C.  Deming 

Collector 

Wilmington 

3,000 

$50,000 
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TOWN  OF  READING— MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
REPORT  OF  EXAMINATION 
For  the  Year  Ended  December  31,  1934. 

To  the  Municipal  Light  Board,  February  4,  1935. 

Town  of  Reading, 

MassachusetTs. 

Gentlemen ; 

Pursuant  to  your  instructions,  we  have  examined  the  books  of 
account  and  financial  records  of  the  Municipal  Light  Department  for 
the  year  ended  December  31,  1934. 

As  a result  of  this  examination,  and  from  information  furnished 
us,  we  present  the  following  exhibits,  schedules  and  comments. 

Exhibits: 

“A” — Comparative  Balance  Sheet  as  at  December  31,  1934  and 
1933. 

“B” — Comparative  Statement  of  Operations  for  the  years  ended 
December  31,  1934  and  1933. 

“C” — Comparative  Statement  of  Profit  and  Loss  for  the  years 
ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933. 

Schedules: 

“1” — Comparative  Classified  Statement  of  Income  for  the  years 
ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933. 

“2” — Comparative  Classified  Statement  of  Operating  Expenses 
for  the  years  ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933. 

“3” — Detail  of  Bonds  and  Notes  Authorized,  Issued  and  Out- 
standing as  at  December  31,  1934, 

“4” — Comparative  Statement  of  Merchandise  Operations  for  the 
years  ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933. 

“5” — Comparative  Statement  of  Jobbing  Operations  for  the  years 
ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933. 

“6” — Comparative  Statement  of  Line  Loss  for  the  years  ended 
December  31,  1934  and  1933. 

In  explanation  of  certain  accounts,  and  of  the  scope  of  our  ex- 
amination, the  following  comments  are  submitted. 

Plant  Investment — $516,414.64. 

The  net  additions  to  plant  investment  accounts,  amounting  to  $66,- 
561.55  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1934,  are  summarized  as  follows: 


Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  $ 11,305.41 

Underground  Conduits  15,852.02 

Underground  Conductors  28,528.52 

Consumers’  Meters  1,907.38 

Consumers’  Meter  Installations  1,431.63 
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Line  Transformers  1,139.55 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  • 5,912.76 

Transformer  Station  and  Substation  Equipment 484.30 


Total  Additions  $ 66,561.55 

Included  in  the  afore-mentioned  additions  was  $50,462.26  applicable 
to  the  underground  system  installed  on  Haven  and  Main  Streets. 

Haven  Street  — Conduits $ 12,041.02 

Haven  Street  — Conductors  8,730.18 

Haven  Street  — Street  Lighting  Equipment  2,829.62 

Haven  Street  ■ — Transformers  932.24 

Main  Street  — Conduits  3,811.00 

Main  Street  — Conductors  19,798.34 

Main  Street  — Street  Lighting  Equipment  2,319.36 


Total  $ 50,462.26 


Under  Article  31  of  the  Warrant  acted  upon  at  the  last  Town 
Meeting,  authorization  was  given  the  Municipal  Light  Board  to  install 
the  underground  S3'stem  on  Haven  Street,  between  Main  and  High 
Streets,  for  which  the  Town  Treasurer,  upon  authorization,  issued 
$20,000.00  of  3%  coupon  notes  to  assist  in  financing  the  above  project. 
It  appears  that  the  expenditures  from  special  Construction  and  De- 
preciation funds  on  account  of  the  Haven  Street  project  exceeded  the 
face  value  of  the  notes  issued  by  $4,533.06.  The  balance  of  the  net  addi- 
tions to  plant  was  paid  from  Depreciation  and  Construction  funds. 

A thorough  test  of  the  direct  purchases  applicable  to  these  ac- 
counts was  made,  and  we  believe  them  to  be  proper  capital  charges. 

Materials  requisitioned  out  of  stock  as  recorded  on  line  reports, 
together  with  transportation  and  other  indirect  costs,  were  not  checked 
due  to  the  fact  that  under  the  present  accounting  system  these  charges 
were  summarized  monthly  and  charged  to  the  various  capital  and  ex- 
pense accounts,  then  filed  by  streets. 

We  renew  our  recommendation  that  this  system  be  changed  to 
give  the  results  as  outlined  in  our  previous  reports. 

Depreciation  charges  for  the  \^ear  1934  amounted  to  $36,219.05  based 
on  4%  of  the  cost  of  Plant  Investment  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
This  rate  of  depreciation  is  authorized  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Utilities.  As  it  is  the  polic}^  of  this  Department  to  apply  depreciation 
directly  to  the  asset  accounts,  the  balances  shown  in  Exhibits  “A” 
attached  represent  depreciated  values. 

General  Equipment — $13,515.26. 

The  various  classes  of  equipment  detailed  in  Exhibit  “A”  were 
inventoried  by  the  heads  of  the  several  departments,  and  the  books 
were  adjusted  to  those  appraised  values  as  at  December  31,  1934. 
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Unfinished  Construction — $2,076.53. 

This  represents  the  cost  of  incompleted  projects  as  at  December 
31,  1934,  summarized  as  follows: 

Plans  for  proposed  4,000  volt  switching  equipment  $ 185.00 

Cost  of  temporary  tie-in  at  the  Station  of  the  Over- 


head and  Underground  systems  1,891.53 

Total  $ 2,076.53 


Construction  and  Depreciation  Funds — $2,243.31. 

These  funds,  on  deposit  with  the  Town  Treasurer  as  at  Decem- 
ber 31,  1934,  were  confirmed  by  the  Town  Accountant. 

The  balance  of  the  operating  fund  was  transferred  to  the  construc- 
tion fund  in  accordance  with  the  vote  on  Article  4 of  the  Warrant 
acted  upon  at  the  last  Town  Meeting. 

The  balances  of  these  funds  are  shown  in  detail  in  Exhibit  “A”. 

We  examined  “Bills  Approval  Sheets”  and  thoroughly  tested  addi- 
tions and  entries  to  the  cash  book  for  the  year. 

Petty  Cash  Fund — $250.00. 

This  fund,  which  is  used  for  the  payment  of  petty  expenditures, 
together  with  making  change,  was  counted  and  after  taking  into  con- 
sideration properly  signed  vouchers,  was  found  to  be  correct. 
Consumers’  Deposlit  Fund — ^$7,587.89. 

We  have  examined  a savings  bank  book  of  the  Mechanics  Savings 
Bank,  which  reflected  the  above  balance  as  being  on  deposit 
to  the  credit  of  this  department  as  at  December  31,  1934.  This  bal- 
ance W’as  equivalent  to  the  consumers’  deposit  liability. 

Notes  Receivable — $805.18. 

The  following  notes  accepted  from  customers  and  held  at  the 


oftice  of  the  Department  were  examined : 

Date  Maker  Maturity  Amount  Rate 

6-28-34  George  W.  Davis  Due  in  2 years — 

monthly  payments 

of  $5.00  $ 448.43*  6% 

11-10-33  Fred  L.  Norris  Demand  356.75  6% 


Total  $ 805.18 


*Face  value  of  note  reduced  by  one  monthly  payment  of  $5.00. 
Accounts  Receivable  Consumers — $22,619.85 

The  December  billing  sheets  were  checked  to  customers’  accounts 
as  at  the  close  of  the  route  cycles.  From  these  totals  were  deducted 
the  cash  receipts  from  the  close  of  the  various  cycles  to  December 
31,  1934,  resulting  in  the  above  balance  as  at  that  date,  which  agreed 
with  the  general  ledger  control. 
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There  was  a net  charge  for  uncollectible  customers’  accounts  of 
^1,698.47  during  the  year  ended  December  31,  1934. 

There  was  approximately  $1,800.00  of  the  total  amount  outstanding 
which  appeared  to  be  90  days  old  or  over. 

No  direct  verification  was  made  with  customers. 

Accounts  Receivable  Miscellaneous — $7,086.33. 

A schedule  of  unpaid  balances  as  at  December  31,  1934,  on  account 
of  sales  of  electric  appliances,  lamps,  jobbing,  rentals,  etc.,  was  fur- 
nished us.  These  balances  were  identified  to  customers’  accounts,  the 
total  of  which  agreed  with  the  general  ledger  control. 

Included  in-  the  total  amount  outstanding  were  unpaid  lease  in- 
stallment accounts  amounting  to  $1,933.99. 

The  status  of  the  non-lease  accounts  appeared  as  follows : 


December  billings  , $ 1,041.54 

November  billings  884.13 

January  1 to  October  31  billings  1,294.34 

1933  billings  1,153.59 

1932  billings  ’....  1,153.59 

1931  and  prior  billings  260.21 


$ 4,959.84 


Rental  Ranges  147.00 

Rental  Water  Heaters  . . . .’ 45.50 

Leases  1,933.99 


Total  $ 7,086.33 


It  appeared  that  approximately  $3,000.00  of  the  above  was  ques- 
tionable as  to  collection. 

No  reserve  has  been  set  up  on  the  books,  nor  in  the  attached  ex- 
hibits for  this  purpose. 

Materials  and  Supplies — $68,719.23. 

We  were  not  present  at  the  time  physical  inventory  was  taken. 
WT  understood,  however,  that  inventories  of  merchandise  and  equip- 
ment were  taken  at  the  close  of  business,  December  31,  1934,  under 
the  personal  supervision  of  the  several  departmental  heads. 

We  were  advised  that  most  of  the  inventory  was  priced  at  cost, 
although  in  some  cases  appraised  values  were  used. 

Schedules  of  these  inventories  were  furnished  us  priced  and  ex- 
tended. We  made  a thorough  test  of  mathematical  calculations  and 
verified  all  additions. 

The  total  inventory  may  be  classified  as  follows : 


General  Line  and  Expense  Materials  $ 30,820.15 

Station  Tools  and  Appliances  471.21 
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Distribution  Tools  and  Appliances  5,811.54 

Printing  and  Office  Supplies  839.51 

Lamps  and  Appliances  21,816.36 

Leased' Appliances  *7,912.04 

Coal  637.38 

Station  Supplies  411.04 


Total  $ 68,719.23 


*Leased  appliances  represent  the  depreciated  original  installed 
cost  of  electric  ranges  and  water  heaters  as  at  December  31,  1934 
These  appliances  are  leased  for  a period  of  five  years  and  seven  years 
respectively,  for  which  the  Department  receives  $1.50  monthly  rental 
for  the  specific  lease  periods.  At  the  expiration  of  the  lease  periods, 
provided  all  installments  have  been  paid,  title  passes  to  the  consumer. 

Depreciation  on  this  equipment  was  taken  for  the  year  at  a rate 
sufficient  to  eliminate  the  original  cost  over  the  lease  periods. 


Installed  Depreciation  Depreciated 
Equipment  Cost  1934  Prior  Cost  12-31-34 

Ranges  $ 7,125.41  $ 1,386.68  $ 693.34  $ 5,045.39 

Water  Heaters  3,514.12  431.62  215.85  2,866.65 


Total  $ 10,639.53  $ 1,818.30  $ 909.19  $ 7,912.04 


The  depreciation  charges  for  1934  have  been  applied  to  account 
“No.  561-Rent  from  Appliances”. 

Book  accounts  were  adjusted  to  conform  with  the  above  inventory 
values. 

Prepaid  Insurance — $545.27. 

We  computed  the  unexpired  insurance  premiums  as  at  December  31, 
1934'  from  policies  furnished  us  and  those  in  the  possession  of  the 
Town  Treasurer,  applicable  to  this  Department. 

Bonds  and  Notes  Payable — $79,500.00. 

The  balances  outstanding  of  the  various  issues  as  at  December 
31,  1934,  were  confirmed  by  the  Town  Accountant.  A total  of  $10,000.00 
in  serial  bonds  was  retired  during  the  year  from  operating  funds,  and 
was  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  bond  agreements. 

As  previously  mentioned  under  caption  “Plant  Investment”,  there 
was  issued  $20,000.00  of  3%  'coupon  notes  dated  May  15,  1934,  maturing 
$2,000.0  annuall}'-  for  ten  years. 

A detail  of  bonds  and  notes,  authorized,  issued  and  outstanding, 
is  shown  in  Schedule  “3”  attached. 

Accounts  Payable — $37,246.89. 

A schedule  of  unpaid  creditors’  accounts  as  at  December  31,  1934 
was  compared  with  the  unpaid  invoices  recorded  on  the  books,  the 
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total  of  which  was  in  agreement  with  the  General  Ledger  control. 
These  accounts  may  be  aged  as  follows: 


December  Invoices  $ 15,599.82 

November  Invoices  ' 12,816.52 

October  and  prior  Invoices  8,830.55 


Total  $ 37,246.39 


It  appeared  that  all  invoices  applicable  to  the  year  had  been  en- 
tered. 

W'e  did  not  make  direct  verification  with  creditors,  although  all 
available  creditors’  statements  were  checked. 

Consumers’  Deposits — $7,587.89. 

Individual  deposit  accounts  representing  guaranteed  funds  received 
by  this  Department  from  consumers  were  examined  and  the  total 
balance  was  in  agreement  with  the  above  liability. 

Customers  whose  deposits  had  been  in  the  custody  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  six  months  or  more  received  credit  on  their  accounts  for  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  4%  per  annum. 

Interest  Accrued  on  Bonds  and  Notes — $561.88. 

W'e  computed  the  accrued  interest  as  at  December  31,  1934  on  the 
various  issues,  which  is  shown  in  detail  in  Schedule  “3”  attached. 

Other  Accrued  Items — $250.00. 

This  represents  a loan  from  the  Town  Treasurer  to  this  Department 
for  petty  cash  purposes. 

Loans  Repayment — $354,400.00. 

The  increase  in  this  account  represents  the  retirement  of  serial 
bonds  ‘previously  mentioned  in  this  report. 

Appropriation  for  Construction  Repayment — $30,678.26. 

This  account  represents  amounts  appropriated  by  the  Town  from 
tax  levy  for  the  benefit  of  this  Department  and  which  have  been 
fully  repaid  to  the  Town. 

Profit  and  Loss — $131,638.57. 

A statement  of  this  account  is  shown  in  Exhibit  “C”  attached, 
which  reflects  a net  profit  of  $16,897.53  before  bond  retirement,  pay- 
ment to  the  Town  Treasurer  and  miscellaneous  adjustments. 

The  Town  voted  at  its  last  annual  meeting  under  Article  4 the 
following  in  part : “That  if  said  income  shall  exceed  said  expense  for 
said  fiscal  year,  twenty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  turned  over  to  the 
Town  Treasurer  out  of  the  profits  of  the  Municipal  Light  Depart- 
ment and  the  balance  shall  be  transferred  to  Construction  Fund  of 
said  Plant  and  appropriated  and  used  for  such  additions  thereto  as 
may  thereafter  be  authorized  by  the  Municipal  Light  Board”. 

On  December  31,  1934,  the  Department  made  a payment  to  the 
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Town  Treasurer  amounting  to  $19,054.38,  which  amount  together  with 
an  over-payment  to  the  moth  department  of  $376.00,  and  the  cost  of 
tools  and  small  ec|uipment  purchased  for  other  departrrients  amounting 
to  $569.62,  makes  a total  of  $20,000.00  turned  over  to  the  general  funds 
of  the  Town  direct  or  expenditures  made  for  other  departments,  al- 
though the  net  profit  of  this  department  was  less  than  $20,000.00. 
Operating  Revenues  — $265,108.57. 

There  was  a decrease  of  $9,957.03  in  revenue  due  principally  to  a 
further  loss  in  commercial  lighting  and  retail  power. 

Kilow^att  hours  sold  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1934,  totaled 
■6,522,197  as  compared  with  6,259,657  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  average  net  revenue  from  all  classes  of  electric  service  ap- 
peared to  be  $.0406  per  kilowatt  hour  as  compared  to  $.0439  per  kilo- 
watt hour  for  the  previous  year. 

A comparative  tabulation  of  kilowatt  hours  purchased,  sold  and 
used  is  shown  in  Schedule  “6”’.  The  line  loss  was  12.31%  for  the  year 
1934  as  compared  with  12.34%  for  the  preceding  year. 

Operating  Expenses — $236,286.98. 

There  was  an  increase  in  operating  expenses  of  $22,180.36  for  the 
year  ended  December  31,  1934,  over  the  preceding  year.  This  is  due 
principally  to  increase  in  Production,  Transmission  and  Distribution 
•operation  and  maintenance  as  reflected  in  Exhibit  “B”  and  Schedule 
'“2”  attached. 

The  ratio  of  operating  expenses  to  net  operating  revenue  was  89.1% 
a.9  compared  with  77.8%  of  the  preceding  year. 

In  addition  to  the  verification  of  balance  sheet  accounts  as  previ- 
ously mentioned  in  this  report,  we  have  made  sufficient  tests  of  all 
income  and  expenses  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  the  general  accuracy  of 
5ame. 

General  Comments: 

We  examined  a list  of  bonded  employees  and  the  various  coverages 
appear  to  be  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  Department. 

There  appeared  to  be  a net  loss  of  $3,429.54  in  merchandise  and 
jcbbing  operations  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1934,  as  shown  in 
detail  in  Schedule  “4”  and  “5”  attached. 

We  renew  our  recommendation  of  last  year  that  a work-order 
•system  be  installed  to  assist  in  the  accurate  accounting  of  the  cost  of 
the  various  projects. 

The  Department  has  discounted  its  leases,  received  from  the  sale 
of  electric  appliances,  with  the  Malden  Morris  Plan.  As  at  Decem- 
ber 31,  1934,  w^e  were  advised  that  $6,726.87  represented  unpaid  dis- 
■counted  leases,  for  which  the  Department  was  contingently  liable. 
This  amount  is  set  up  as  a foot-note  and  appears  in  Exhibit  “A”. 
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We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  employees  of  the 
Department  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  course 
of  our  examination. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  E STANWOOD  & SONS,  INC. 

By  A.  T.  Stanwood 


EXHIBIT  “A” 

TOWN  OF  READING— MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
COMPARATIVE  BALANCE  SHEET 
AS  AT 

December  31,  1934  and  1933 


ASSETS 


Plant  Investment: 

Increase 


111 

Land  

1934 

$ 2,575.80 

1933 

$ 2,575.80 

Decrease* 
$ .00 

113 

Structures  

32,911.82 

33,804.71 

892.89* 

. 114 

Boiler  Plant  Equipment.. 

11,161.46 

15^43.24 

4,181.78* 

115 

Prime  Movers  and  Aux. 

4,682.15 

6,422.93 

1,740.78* 

116 

Turbo-Generator  Units  .. 

6,845.98 

9,658.24 

2,812.26* 

117 

Electric  Plant — Steam  . . 

24,887.22 

28,396.02 

3,508.80* 

123 

Transformer  Station  and 
Substation  Equipment  . . 

484.30 

.00 

484.30 

125 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Over- 
head Conductors  

241,031.65 

243,036.87 

2,005.22* 

126 

Underground  Conduits  . . 

48,181.03 

33,368.36 

14,812.67 

127 

Underground  Conductors 

42,341.39 

14,441.27 

27,900.12 

128 

Consumers’  Meters  

34,979.91 

35,746.05 

766.14* 

129 

Consumers’  Meter  Install. 

7,592.52 

6,595.31 

997.21 

130 

Line  Transformers  ...... 

37,787.93 

39,513.96 

1,726.03* 

131 

Transformer  Installations 

4,211.48 

4,538.92 

327.44* 

132 

Street  Lighting  Equip.  . 

16,701.87 

12,538.71 

4,163.16 

133 

Consumers’  Prem.  Equip. 

38.13 

91.75 

53.62* 

TOTAL 

PLANT  INVESTMENT 

$516,414.64 

$486,072.14 

$ 30,342.50 

General  Equipment: 

150  Office  

$ 7,420.25 

$ 10,409.53 

$ 2,989.28* 

152 

Stores  

548.14 

582.89 

34.75* 

153 

Transportation  

1,800.00 

1,875.00 

75.00* 

154 

Laboratorv  

2,367.89 

2,357.03 

10.86 
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155  Miscellaneous  

TOTAL  GENERAL  EQUIP 

201  Unfinished  Construction 
TOTAL  INVESTMENT  

Current  Assets: 

204-2  Construction  Fund  

204- 3  Petty  Cash  Fund  

205- 1  Depreciation  Fund  

205-2  Consumers’  Deposit  Fund 

206  Notes  Receivable  

207-1  Accts.  Rec. — Consumers’ 

207-2  Accts.  Rec. — Miscell 

209-1  Materials  and  Supplies — 

General  

2 Sta.  Tools  & Appliances 

3 Distribution  Tools  and 

Appliances  

4 Print,  and  Off.  Supplies  . . 

5 Lamps  and  Appliances  . . 
5a  Leased  Appliances 

(Depreciated)  

6 Coal  Supplies 

9 Station  Supplies  

TOTAL  CURRENT  ASSETS  ... 

Prepaid  Items: 

214  Prepaid  Insurance  

GRAND  TOTALS  

LIABILITIES  AND 
Bonds  and  Notes  Payable: 


305  Bonds  Payable 

306  Notes  Payable 


Increase 

1934  1933  Decrease* 


1,378.98 

1,465.90 

86.92* 

$ 13,515.26 

$ 16,690.35  $ 3,175.09* 

$ 2,076.53 

$ 217.50  $ 1,859.03 

$532,006.43 

$502,979.99  $ 29,026.44 

$ 2,152.90 

$ 1,050.01  $ 1,192.89 

250.00 

250.00 

.00 

90.41 

9,356.45 

9,266.04* 

7,587.89 

- 7,531.51 

56.38 

805.18 

761.60 

43.58 

22,619.85 

25,483.43 

2,863.58* 

7,086.33 

6,721.76 

364.57 

30,820.15 

24,805.81 

6,014.34 

471.21 

464.03 

7.13 

5,811.54 

5,276.94 

534.60 

839.51 

1,012.78 

173.27* 

21,816.36 

19,804.97 

2,011.39 

7,912.04 

9,046.13 

1,134.09* 

637.38 

135.90 

501.48 

411.04 

545.18 

134.14* 

$109,311.79 

$112,246.50  ^ 

5 2,934.71* 

$ 545.27 

$ 428.86  $ 116.41 

$641,863.49 

$615,655.35  $ 26,208.14 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS 


Increase 

1934  1933  Decrease* 

$ 59,500.00  $ 69,500.00  $ 10,000.00* 

20,000.00  .00  20,000.00 
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1934 


1933 


Increase 

Decrease* 


TOTAL  BONDS  AND  NOTES 
PAYABLE  

Current  Liabilities: 

308  Accounts  Pa3'able 

309  Consumers'  Deposits  

312  Other  Liabilities  

TOTAL  CURRENT  LIABILITIES 

Accrued  Items: 

314  Interest  on  Bonds  and  Notes 

315  Other  Accrued  Items — Loan 

due  Town  Treasurer  

TOTAL  ACCRUED  ITEMS  .... 

Appropriated  Surplus: 

322  Loans  Repa^mient  

323  Appropriation  for  Construc- 
tion Repayment  

TOTAL  APPROPRIATED  SUR- 
PLUS   

Profit  and  Loss: 

400  Profit  and  Loss  Balance 
(See  Exhibit  “C”)  

NOTE : 

There  was  a contingent  lia- 
bility, as  at  December  31, 
1934,  for  leases  discounted 
amounting  to  $6,726.87. 

Gi^AND  TOTALS  


$ 79,500.00 

$ 69,500.00 

$ 10,000.00 

$ 37,246.89 

$ 15,642.85 

$ 21,604.04 

7,587.89 

7,531.51 

56.38 

.00 

560.42 

560.42* 

$ 44,834.78 

$ 23,734.78 

$ 21,100.00 

$ 561.88 

$ 575.83 

$ 13.95* 

250.00 

250.00 

.00 

$ 811.88 

$ 825.83 

$ 13.95* 

$354,400.00 

$344,400.00 

$ 10,000.00 

30,678.26 

30,678.26 

.00 

$385,078.26 

$375,078.26 

$ 10,000.00 

$131,638.57 

$146,516.48 

$ 14,877.91* 

$641,863.49  $615,655.35  $ 26,208.14 
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TOTAL  OF'KRATING  EXPENSES  $236,286.98  $214,106.62  $ 22,180.36 
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EXHIBIT  “B” 

OF  READING  — MUNICIPAL  LIGHT 


EXHIBIT  “B”  CONTINUED 

TOWN  OF  READING  — MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS  FOR  THE  YEARS  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1934  AND  1933 

Increase  Ratios 

1934  1933  Decrease*  1934  1933 
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TOTAL  DEDUCTIONS  FROM  INCOME  $ 7,704.62  $ 6,719.40  $ 985.22 

NET  INCOME— TRANSFERRED  TO  PROFIT 

LOSS  EXHIBIT  “C”  $ 16,897.53  $ 48,505.45  $ 31,607.92* 


EXHIBIT  “C’ 

TOWN  OF  READING— MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
COMPARATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  PROFIT  AND  LOSS 
For  the  Years  Ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933 

Increase 


1934 

1933 

Decrease* 

Balance — Beginning  of  Year  .... 
Additions: 

Net  Income — Transferred  from 
Statement  of  Operations — Ex- 

$146,516.48 

$128,689.29 

$ 17,827.19 

hibit  “B”  

Transfer  from  Reserve  for  Fed- 

16,897.53 

48,505.45 

31,607.92* 

eral  Energy  Tax  

543.97 

.00 

543.97 

Deductions: 

$163,957.98 

$177,194.74 

$ 13,236.76* 

Bonds  Retired  

$ 10,000.00 

$ 12,000.00 

$ 2,000.00* 

Repayment  to  Town  Treasury  . . 
Reduction  in  value  of  Office 

20,000.00 

18,678.26 

1,321.74 

Equipment— prior  vears  

2,319.41 

.00 

2,319.41 

TOTAL  DEDUCTIONS  

$ 32,319.41 

$ 30,678.26 

$ 1,641.15 

Balance — End  of  Year  

(See  Exhibit  “A”) 

Net  Increase  in  Profit  and  Loss 

$131,638.57 

$146,516.48 

$ 14,877.91* 

for  Year  

$ 14,877.91 

$ 17,827.19 

$ 32,705.10* 

SCHEDULE  “1” 

TOWN  OF  READING— MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
COMPARATIVE  CLASSIFIED  STATEMETMT  OF  INCOME 
For  the  Years  Ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933 


1934 

1933 

Increase 

Decrease* 

Metered  Sales — Residence  Lighting: 

Reading  

$ 97,130.80 

$ 94,244.10 

$ 

2,886.70 

Lvnnfield  

13,773.61 

13,861.31 

87.70* 

North  Reading  

20,040.18 

20,650.00 

609.82* 

Wilmington  

35,848.73 

36,589.19 

740.46* 

Total  Residence  Lighting  . . 

$166,793.32 

$165,344.60 

$ 

1,448.72 

Metered  Sales— Commercial  Lighting: 

Reading  $ 19,996.85 

$ 22,483.97 

$ 

2,487.12* 

Lynnfield  

691.14 

1,073.93 

382.79* 
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Increase 


North  Reading  

1934 

4,086.71 

1933 

4,410.83 

Decrease* 

324.12* 

Wilmington  

4,636.40 

5,947.40 

1,311.00* 

Total  Commercial  Lighting  . 

.$  29,411.10 

$ 33,916.13 

$ 

4,505.03* 

Metered  Sales — Commercial  Heating: 

Reading  $ 5,787.82 

$ 5,278.55 

$ 

509.27 

Lynnfield  

557.17 

370.42 

186.75 

North  Reading  

741.52 

832.44 

90.92* 

Wilmington  

1,872.88 

1,878.28 

5.40* 

Total  Commercial  Heating 

$ 8,959.39 

$ 8,359.69^ 

$ 

599.70 

Metered  Sales — Wholesale  Power: 

Reading  

$ 4,495.90 

$ 5,084.34 

$ 

588.44* 

Lynnfield  

.00 

.00 

.00 

North  Reading  

1,603.99 

1,601.35 

2.64 

Wilmington  

.00 

.00 

.00 

Total  Wholesale  Power  .... 

$ 6,099.89 

$ 6,685.69 

$ 

585.80* 

Metered  Sales — Re<tail  Power: 

Reading  

.$  13,073.86 

$ 20,824.23 

$ 

7,750.37* 

Lynnfield  

574.09 

468.88 

105.21 

North  Reading  

541.19 

533.24 

7.95 

Wilmington  

1,466.06 

. 1,417.03 

49.03 

Total  Retail  Power  

$ 15,655.20 

$ 23,243.38 

$ 

7,588.18* 

Total  Metered  Light,  Heat  and 

Power  Income  

$226,918.90 

$237,549.49 

$ 10,630.59* 

Sales  to  Other  Electric  Companies: 

Wakefield  

$ 203.33 

$ 173.29 

$ 

30.04 

Lowell  

45.87 

57.26 

11.39* 

Lawrence  

270.85 

143.88 

126.97 

Peabody  

9.00 

8.36 

.64 

Edison  Elec.  Ilium.  Co.  of  Bos. 

52.39 

51.52 

‘ .87 

Total  Salels  to  Other  Co’s. 

$ 581.44 

$ 434.31 

$ 

147.13 

Municipal  Revenue: 
Street  Lighting: 

Reading  

$ 13,831.00 

$ 15,200.00 

$ 

1,369.00* 

Lynnfield  

2,257.95 

2,251.82 

6.13 

North  Reading  

4,473.40 

4,347.04 

126.36 
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Increase 


1934 

1933 

Decrease* 

Wilmington  

7,706.59 

7,684.56 

22.03 

Total  Street  Lighting  Inc.  . . 

$ 28,268.94 

$ 29,483.42 

$ 1,214.48* 

Buildings: 

Lighting  and  Heat  

$ 2,732.83 

$ 2,069.14 

$ 663.69 

Power — Retail  and  Wholesale 

6,233.21 

5,060.31 

1,172.90 

Total  Income — Mun.  Bldgs. 

$ 8,966.04' 

$ 7,129.45 

$ 1,836.59 

Total  Income  from  Sales — 

Electric  Energy  

$264,735.32 

$274,596.67 

$ 9,861.35* 

(See  Exhibit  “B”) 

SCHEDULE  “2” 

TOWN  OF  READING— MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 

COMPARATIVE  CLASSIFIED 

STATEMENT  OF  OPERATING 

EXPENSES 

For  the  Years  Ended  December  31, 

1934  and  1933 

1934 

1933 

Increase 

Decrease* 

I Production  Expenses: 

607  Water  for  Steam  

$ 33.85 

$ 57.13 

$ 23.28* 

608  Lubricants  

.00 

4.76 

4.76* 

609  Station  Supplies  

731.39 

332.06 

399.33 

611  Maint,  of  Sta.  Structures  .. 

888.41 

453.67 

434.74 

612  Maint.  of  Boiler  Plant 

Equipment  

138.38 

200.66 

62.28* 

613  Maint.  of  Steam  Engines  . . 

.00 

82.06 

82.06* 

614  Maint.  of  Turbo-Genera- 

tor  Units  

.00 

.00 

.00 

615  Maint.  of  Elec.  Gen.  Equip. 

6.45 

14.95 

8.50* 

616  Maint.  of  Accessory  Elec. 
Equipment  

. 49.66 

10.27 

39.39 

617  Maint.  Miscell.  Pow.  Plant 

Equipment  

.00 

4.22 

4.22* 

634  Elec.  Energy  Purchased  . . 

84,272.63 

79,0'84'.30 

5,188.33 

Total  Production  Expenses 

$ 86,120.77 

$ 80,244.08 

$ 5,876.69 
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II  Transmission  and  Distribution  Expenses: 


1933 


Increase 

Decrease* 


1934 


636 

Transform.  Sta.  and  Sub- 
station Superintendence  and 
Labor  

. $9,374.07 

$ 7,677.33 

$ 1,696.74 

637 

Transformer  Sta.  and  Sub- 
station Supplies  and  Lxps. 

7,167.65 

7,093.79 

73.86 

638 

Operation  of  Transmission 
and  Distribution  Lines  .... 

21,080.69 

16,306.40 

4,774.29 

639 

Transmission  and  Distribu- 
tion Supplies  and  Exps 

256.72 

323.78 

67.06* 

640 

Inspecting  and  Testing 
Meters  

1,657.54 

1,303.51 

354.03 

641 

Removing  and  Resetting 
Meters  

2,787.58 

1,540.63 

1,246.90 

642 

Removing  and  Resetting 
Transformers  

313.63 

389.20 

75.57* 

646 

J\laint.  of  Transformer  Sta. 
and  Substation  

.00 

3.79 

3.79* 

647 

Maint.  of  Transmission  and 
Distribution  Lines  

15,318.39 

10,837.61 

4,480.78 

648 

Maint.  Underground  Con- 
duits   

20.07 

.00 

20.07 

649 

Maint.  Underground  Con- 
ductors   

263.32 

.00 

263.32 

650 

Maint.  of  Consumers’ 

Meters  

445.97 

287.08 

158.89 

651 

Mdint.  of  Transformers  . . 

175.48 

885.16 

709.68* 

Total  Transmission  and 

Distribution  Expenses 

$ 58,-361.11 

$ 46,648.33 

$ 12,212.78 

Total  Production,  Transmis- 
sion and  Distribution  Exps. 

$144,981.88 

$126,892.41 

$ 18,089.47 

111  Utilization  Expenses: 

654  Oper.  of  Alim.  Street  Lamps 

$ 4,155.66 

$ 4,192.85 

$ 37.19* 

657 

Maintenance  of  Municipal 
Street  Lamps 

805.58 

499.59 

305.99 

659 

Maintenance  of  Consumers’ 
Installations  

6,950.48 

4,978.72 

1,971.76 

Total 

Utilization  Expenses  

$ 11,911.72 

$ 9,671.16 

$ 2,240.56 
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1934 


1933 


Increase 

Decrease* 


IV  Commercial  Expenses: 

660  Commercial  Salaries  $ 10,699.65  $ 9,497.19  $ 1,202.46 

661  Commercial  Supplies  and 

Expenses  3,741.51  4,848.78  1,107.27* 


Total  Commercial  Expenses 

$ 14,441.16 

$ 14,345.97 

$ 

95.19 

V New  Business  Expenses: 

662  New  Business  Salaries 

663  New  Business  Supplies  and 

$ 135.95 

$ 677.05 

$ 

541.10* 

Expenses  

91.97 

64.64 

27.33 

664  Advertising  

2,435.98 

1,533.54 

902.44 

Total  New  Business  Exps.  $ 2,663.90 
VI  Miscellaneous  and  General  Expenses: 

$ 2,275.23 

$ 

388.67 

666  Salary  of  Manager  

667  Salaries  of  General  Office 

$ 5,267.60 

$ 5,273.17 

$ 

5.57* 

Clerks  

668  General  Office  Supplies  and 

6,337.87 

6,232.92 

104.95 

Expenses  

2,296.04 

2,259.71 

36.33 

669  General  Office  Rents  .... 

1,232.49 

1,017.69 

214.80 

671  Insurance  

2,491.39 

2,963.54 

472.15* 

673  Accidents  and  Damages  . . 

66.08 

52.25 

13.83 

674  Store  Expenses  

3,162.68 

2,842.05 

320.63 

675  Transportation  Expense  .... 

2,414.70 

4,434.25 

2,019.55* 

676  Inventory  Adjustments 

677  Maintenance  of  General 

1,984.67 

472.91 

1,511.76 

Structures  

.78 

28.45 

27.67* 

678  Depreciation  

36,219.05 

34,892.99 

1,326.06 

679  Miscellaneous  General  Exps. 

814.97 

451.92 

363.05 

Total  Miscellaneous  and  Gen- 

eral  Expenses  

$ 62,288.32 

$ 60,921.85 

$ 

1,366.47 

Total  Operating  Expenses 

.$236,286.98 

$214,106.62 

$ 22,180.36 

(See  Exhibit  “B”) 
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BONDS  AND  NOTES  AUTHORIZED,  ISSUED  A 
OUTSTANDING  AS  AT  DECEMBER  31,  1934 
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Total  Bonds  and  Notes  $433,900.00  $344,400.00  $10,000.00  $79,500.00  $ 561.88 


SCHEDULE  “4’ 


TOWN  OF  READING  — MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  MERCHANDISE 
OPERATIONS 

For  the  Years  Ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933 


1934 


1933 


GROSS  SALES  $ 30,252.10  $ 24,407.70 

Less — Returned  Sales  . . 1,451.24  1,430.06 


NET  SALES  28,800.86  22,977.64 

COST  OF  SALES  ....  20,173.05  16,890.87 


GROSS  PROFIT 

ON  SALES $ 8,627.81  $ 6,086.77 


EXPENSES: 


Salaries^  and  Wages 

$ 6,098.63 

$ 3,633.12 

Commissions  

1,760.43 

1,931.50 

Free  Wiring  on 

Installation  .... 

1,507.07 

1,098.46 

Rent  

1,232.49 

1,017.68 

Discount  on  Loans 

1,206.83 

808.75- 

Heat’g  (one-half)  . . 

179.70 

206.52 

Automobile  Expense 

238.44 

390.37 

Express  

14.13 

22.42 

Store  Expense  .... 

61.85 

47.70 

Miscell.  Expenses 

17.05 

38.61 

TOTAL  EXPS. 

12,316.62 

9,195.13 

NET  LOSS 


$ 3,688.81  $ 3,108.36 
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SCHEDULE  “5” 


TOWN  OF  READING  — MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  JOBBING  OPERATIONS 
For  the  Years  Ended  December  31,  1934  and  1933 


1934 

1933 

GROSS  REVENUE  ..  $ 

8,529.55 

$ 

7,459.29 

Less : 

Returns  and  Allow’s 

110.83 

168.61 

NET  SALES  

$ 8,418.72 

$ 

7,290.68 

COST  OF  SALES  .... 

6,419.04 

- 

6,507.57 

GROSS  PROFIT  . . 

$ 1,999.68 

$ 

783.11 

EXPENSES: 

Salaries  and  Wages  $ 

1,619.31 

$ 

772.93 

Trucking  

120.49 

43.12 

Miscellaneous  

.61 

1.20 

TOTAL  EXPS.  ... 

$ 1,740.41' 

$ 

817.25 

Net  Loss  

$ 259.27 

$ 

34.14 

SCHEDULE  “6’ 

TOWN  OF  READING  — MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
COMPARATIVE  DETAIL  OF  KILOWATT  HOURS  PURCHASED, 
SOLD  AND  USED  FOR  THE  YEARS  ENDED  DECEMBER  31, 

1934  AND  1933 

Increase 

1934  1933  Decrease* 

Kilowatt  Hours 


Generated None  None 

Purchased  7,516,389  7,213,255 

Total  7,516,389  7,213,255 
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303,134 

303,134 


Kilowatt  Hours  Sold 

Residence  Service  . 

Commercial  Lighting  

Commercial  Miscellaneous  .... 
Commercial  Power — Retail  . . 
Commercial  Power — Wholesale 

Municipal  Lighting  

Municipal  Miscellaneous  

Municipal  Power — Retail  .... 
^Municipal  Power  — Wholesale 
Co-operative  Re-sale  Service  . 
Street  Lighting  

TOTAL  KILOWATT 
HOURS  SOLD  

Kilowatt  Hours  used  at  Station, 
Office  and  Garage  and  Miscell. 

Kilowatt  Hours  used  for  Christ- 
mas Illumination 

Kilowatt  Hours  Unaccounted  for. 


TOTAL 


PER  CENT  UNACCOUNT 
ED  FOR  


Increase 


1934 

1933 

Decrease^ 

3,741,318 

3,531,140 

210,178 

565,299 

531,653 

33,646 

324,730 

273,846 

50,884- 

561,537 

691,999 

130,462* 

314,070 

349,660 

35,590* 

94,161 

76,089 

18,072 

9,760 

6,577 

3,183 

1,682 

2,686 

1,004* 

331,100 

260,080 

71,020 

18,403 

13,074 

5,329 

560,137 

522,853 

37,284 

6,522,197 

6,259,657 

262,540 

60,995 

59,253 

1,742 

8,234 

4,191 

4,04-3 

924,963 

890,154 

34,809 

7,516,389 

7,213,255 

303,134 

12.31%  12.34% 
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REPORT  OF  PLANNING  BOARD  FOR  1934 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Reading: 

In  accordance  with  General  Laws,  chapter  41,  section  71,  the  Plan- 
ning Board  submits  herewith  its  annual  report  to  the  Town  Meeting. 
It  ma}'^  be  of  interest  to  the  citizens  to  know  that  section  70  of  said 
laws  provide  that  the  Planning  Board  “shall  make  careful  studies  of  the 
resources,  possibilities  and  needs  of  the  town,”  and  that  section  71  pro- 
vides that  its  report  shall  give  “information  covering  the  condition  of 
the  town  and  any  plans  or  proposals  for  its  development,  and  estimates 
of  the  cost  thereof.” 

The  Board  has  met  regularly  on  Friday  nights  throughout  the 
year.  It  has  had  frequent  interviews  and  conferences  with  individu- 
als, Town  and  State  Boards,  on  planning  and  related  subjects.  The 
Board  has  given  opinions  at  the  request  of  other  Boards  as  to  various 
questions.  In  many  instances  it  has  been  handicapped  in  the  giving 
of  such  opinions  by  not  having  the  facilities  for  obtaining  professional 
advice,  and  by  having  insufficient  time  with  which  to  form  a proper 
opinion. 

This  has  been  due  to  the  haste  necessary  in  order  to  take  advan- 
tage of  Federal  grants.  Lack  of  proper  study  has  resulted,  in  some 
instances,  in  waste  of  money  and  inefficient  expenditure  of  time  and 
•effort,  due  mainly  to  the  pressure  of  time.  Could  the  Board  have  had 
proper  time  and  advice  to  give  to  these  projects  in  advance,  substantial 
benefits -and  savings  would  have  resulted.  The  subjects  indicated  be- 
low are  only  summaries  of  the  more  important  matters  which  have 
been  and  now  are  under  consideration  by  the  Board.  The  Board  is 
constantly  attempting  to  increase  its  usefulness  and  value  to  the  towm. 
This  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  continued  co-operation  of  our 
citizens. 

Traffic 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  proposed  traffic  circle  for 
the  Square  is  at  best  a temporary  expedient,  and  that  the  expense  of 
the  same  would  be  ill-advised,  particularly  at  this  time.  The  Board 
believes  that  warning  signs,  judiciously  placed,  would  act  as  some  de- 
terrent to  traffic  entering  the  Square.  It  is  convinced  that  the  proper 
and  adequate  solution  of  the  traffic  problem  in  the  Square  lies  in  rout- 
ing through  traffic  around  the  Square  by  means  of  the  proposed  by- 
pass, or  otherwise.  In  this  connection,  it  is  thought  that  the  bridge 
projected  over  the  railroad  on  the  proposed  route  128  might  be  joined 
with  the  so-called  Planning  Board  by-pass,  which  would  seem  to 
eliminate  the  necessity  of  an  overpass  at  the  Main  Street  crossing. 
The  Board  is  co-operating  with  other  towns  affected  by  route  128,  with 
a view  to  determining  for  it  the  location  which  shall  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  town. 
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Zoning 

A representative  of  the  Board  has  attended  all  hearings  before  the 
Board  of  Appeals,  and  opposed  those  petitions  which,  in  its  opinion, 
would  tend  to  break  down  the  zoning  law.  Although  the  Board  is 
firml}'  convinced  that  the  present  by-law  should  be  strictly  adhered  to, 
it  believes  that  it  could  be  greatly  improved  by  having  a study  made 
which  would  correct  inaccuracies  as  to  bounds  and  the  like  and  revise 
certain  of  the  zoning' districts  in  the  light  of  present  conditions  and 
modern  zf.ning  practice.  The  Board  is  requesting  funds  which  will 
assist  in  the  emplo^'inent  of  professional  advice  essential  to  this  work. 

Parks  and  Playgrounds 

The  Park  Committee  appointed  to  study  parks  and  playgrounds  at 
the  Town  Meeting  two  years  ago  has  not  functioned.  There  is  urgent 
need  for  study  to  correct  and  make  plans  for  existing  parks  and  play- 
grounds. It  is  also  important  to  select  sites  for  future  areas  of  this 
nature,  so  that  development  thereof  may  be  made  in  an  orderly  eco- 
nomical manner.  Certain  things  require  immediate  attention,  such  as 
the  reloaming  and  landscaping  of  the  Common,  the  preparation  of  an 
intelligent  plan  for  Memorial  Park.  The  present  trend,  both  local  and 
national,  is  so  strongly  toward  the  development  of  parks  and  play- 
grounds that,  without  criticism  of  the  existing  authority,  it  believes 
that  the  interest  of  the  town  would  be  better  served  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a Park  Commission — or  some  similar  body — which  would 
be  able  to  give  its  undivided  attention  to  the  subject.  There  is  not  only 
the  problem  of  laying  out  and  construction,  but  the  related  and  equally 
important  problem  of  protection  of  equipment  and  grounds  from  dam- 
age b}^  irresponsible  persons,  of  direction  and  supervision  of  play,  and 
of  maintenance. 

The  Board  believes  that  the  average  citizen  does  not  realize  the 
problem  and  cost  of  maintenance,  upkeep,  policing  and  instruction 
which  many  of  the  projects  under  consideration  involve,  all  of  which 
require  considerable  study.  The  Board  is  requesting  funds  which  will 
assist  in  the  employment  of  professional  advice  essential  to  this  work. 

Map 

The  major  work  of  the  Planning  Board  has  been  on  the  so-called 
“comprehensive  map”  of  the  town.  The  first  stage  of  the  map  shows 
streets,  lots,  buildings  and  zoning  lines,  and  was  completed  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1934.  Work  on  the  second  stage — that  of  the  contours — has  al- 
ready commenced.  The  third  step,  which  will  lay  out  a plan  for  the 
future  development  of  the  town,  will  be  undertaken  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  contour  work.  A crew  of  six  engineers  and  draftsmen  has 
done  highly  satisfactory  work  on  this  project,  which  will  be  of  incal- 
cuable  value  to  the  town.  It  should  be  remembered  that  these  maps 
are  simply  an  indispensable  basis  of  study  as  to  future  development, 
and  that  in  order  to  realize  their  full  value  means  must  be  provided 
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to  the  Planning  Board  to  properly  make  these  studies,  so  that  intelli- 
gent development  of  the  town  may  result.  The  statement  of  the  Na- 
tional Planning  Board  last  May  is  pertinent  here,  and  is  as  follows ; 
“It  has  not  yet  been  sufficiently  impressed  upon  the  public  mind  that 
the  purpose  of  a plan  is  not  to  encourage  more  spending  and  develop- 
ment of  improvements  prematurely,  but  rather  to  serve  as  a guide  to 
insure  that  an}^  and  all  development,  when,  as  and  if  it  takes  place, 
will  proceed  in  an  economical  and  orderly  manner.  The  result  is  the 
elimination  of  unnecessary  expense  to  the  citizen  and  taxpayer  and 
lower  tax  rates.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WINTHROP  D.  PARKER 
McPherson  daniel 
CLARK  S.  ROBINSON 
NORMAN  W.  HAINES 
SHERBURNE  J.  WATTS 


REPORT  OF  READING  SAFETY  COUNCIL 


PAbruary  9,  1935. 

Board  of  Selectmen, 

Reading,  Mass. 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Reading  Safet}'  Council  hereby  submits  the  following  report. 

The  Council  has  held  during  the  year,  four  regular  meetings.  At 
all  of  these  meetings  matters  pertaining  to  safety  were  considered,  and 
reports  made  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Among  these  were  : 1 Signs 
with  the  word  School  on  them  should  be  erected  at  each  of  our  schools 
so  motorists  would  slow  down  and  be  careful.  At  the  Lowell  St. 
School  two  signs  have  been  installed. 

2 At  one  of  our  meetings.  Dr.  Wakeling  gave  a splendid  report 
on  the  lines  of  safety  education,  our  School  Committee  is  providing 
for  our  children.;  3 We  believe  the  best  piece  of  constructive  work, 
done  by  the  Council,  was  the  suggestion  made  that  a survey  and  study 
be  made  of  Motor  Vehicle  Speeds  at  Reading  Square  and  Five  Inter- 
sections. 

Mr.  Schmitt  took  up  this  matter  with  the  Engineering  Staff  of  the 
Governor’s  Committee  on  Street  and  Highway  Safety,  at  the  State 
Plouse,  Boston.  They  agreed  to  do  this  work,  the  survey  being  made, 
August  9,  Sept.  10,  1934.  A complete  report  with  blue  prints  was  sub- 
mitted, with  recommendations,  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
Safety  Council. 
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On  October  5,  1934,  a joint  meeting  of  the  various  boards  was 
held  to  consider  these  plans.  Those  present  were  members  of  the 
Hoard  of  Selectmen,  Board  of  Public  Works,  the  Planning  Board  and 
the  Safety  Council. 

Mr.  Hoyt  and  Mr.  Thomas,  the  engineers  wdio  had  charge  of  the 
survey',  were  present  to  explain  in  detail,  the  many  points  of  their 
report,  especially  the  Pear  Shape  Rotary  Traffic  Plan  for  Reading 
Square.  No  definite  action  w^as  taken  at  this  meeting,  as  further  con- 
sideration of  the  plan  was  necessary  by  all  groups  who  were  interested. 

On  December  7,  1934,  Mr.  Blanchard  and  Mr.  Thomas,  State  En- 
gineers, had  a conference  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Mr.  Schmitt. 
Chairman  of  the  Reading  Safety  Council,  in  regard  to  further  study 
and  survey  of  traffic  conditions  on  South  Main  St.,  because  of  a fatal 
accident  in  which  three  persons  were  killed  in  their  automobile. 

This  survey  was  made  and  a report  sent  to  the  Board  of  Select- 
men. Reasons  for  Stop  Signs  were  given,  which  were  finally  approved, 
and  will  be  erected  in  the  near  future.  This,  we  believe,  is  a safety 
measure. 

Mr.  Pierce,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  had  the  children  in  certain 
schools  mak?  drawings  and  reports  of  unsafe  conditions  to  and  from 
school  each  da3\  The  Council  devoted  a whole  meeting  to  the  analysis 
of  these  papers,  and  it  voted  to  be  an  excellent  way  to  educate  the 
children  to  be  careful  on  streets  where  traffic  and  other  conditions 
might  cause  serious  injury. 

We  hope  that  our  service  as  a Safety  Council,  has  made  progress 
along  the  line  of  constructive  ways  and  means  for  more  and  better 
Safety  Conditions  for  the  people  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  SCHMITT,  Chairman, 
Reading  Safety  Council. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 
FOR  YEAR  1934 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

ToWn  of  Reading, 

Reading,  Mass, 
flentlemen  : 

The  Town  Forest  Committee  wish  to  report  progress.  We  have  no 
outstanding  accomplishment  which  we  can  write  into  the  records  for 
this  past  year,  but  we  can  give  a good  account  of  substantial  develop- 
ment. More  land  has  L'een  cleared  for  future  plantings,  scrub  growth 
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is  being  continually  subdued  until  such  time  as  the  young  trees  have 
grown  sufficiently  to  make  such  trimming  unnecessary.  A substantial 
shelter  for  workmen  and  the  safe  keeping  of  tools  was  erected  under 
the  able  direction  of  Chief  O.  O.  Ordway.  Deeper  and  wider  water- 
holes  were  dug  for  fire  protection.  Additional  trees  were  planted,  but 
owing  to  the  demand  by  National  and  State  reforestry  projects,  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  trees  available  for  Towns  was  not  quite  up 
to  the  usual  standard,  and  we  therefore  sustained  a larger  loss  in  new 
trees  planted  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  older  trees,  however,  are 
showing  a remarkable  growth. 

We  again  appreciate  the  co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men and  the  various  agencies  furnishing  men  for  service  on  the  Town 
J^'orest  work.. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LELAND  W.  KINGMAN,  Chairman. 
O.  O.  ORDWAY 
HENRY  M.  DONEGAN 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  MILK  AND  FOOD 


Vo  the  Board  of  Health, 

Town  of  Reading, 

Gentlemen  : 

The  inspection  of  the  local  supply  of  milk  for  the  town  has  been 
completed  for  this  year.  It  has  consisted  as  usual  in  the  inspection 
of  the  local  dairies  and  the  conditions  under  which  the  milk  is  produced 
and  handled.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  local  dairies  have  been 
very  satisfactory  this  year  as  proved  by  the  fact  that  upon  inspections 
by  a Federal  Inspector  only  one  dairy  was  refused  a Federal  license. 
This  was  later  granted  after  one  or  tw’O  changes  had  been  made. 
There  were  24  inspections  made. 

Forty-nine  milk  licenses  and  four  oleo-margarine  licenses  Were 
granted. 

The  inspection  of  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  local  stores,  res- 
taurants, bakeries  and  road-side  stands  which  handle  and  store  foods 
has  been  made  for  this  year.  In  the  few  cases  where  conditions  Were 
found  that  were  unsatisfactory,  suggestions  were  offered  for  their 
improvement  and  these  were  complied  with.  Six  complaints  were  in- 
vestigated and  adjusted.  Sixty-four  inspections  have  been  made. 

Yours  very  truly, 

CARE  M.  SMITH, 
Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
Town  of  Reading, 
Gentlemen  : 


The  work  of  testing,  sealing  or  condemning  of  all  of  the  scales, 
weights  and  measures  used  in  trade  in  the  Town  of  Reading  has  been 
completed  this  year  witli  the  following  work  accomplished. 


Work  performed  from  December  1,  1933 

to  November  30,  1934, 

inclusive  : 

Adjusted 

Sealed 

Condemned 

1.  Scales 

Platform,  over  5000  lbs. 

4 

4 

Platform,  100  to  5000  lbs. 

12 

13 

1 

Counter,  100  to  5000  lbs 

1 

3 

Counter,  under  100  lbs. 

5 

28 

Spring,  100  to  5000  lbs 

1 

2 

Spring,  under  100  lbs. 

18 

35 

1 

Computing,  under  100  lbs 

16 

30 

1 

Personal,  weighing 

3 

2.  Weights 

Avoirdupois 

173 

3.  Volumetric  Measures 

Liquid  Measures 

24 

Dry  Measures 

4 

4.  Automatic  Liquid-Measuring  Devices 

Gasoline  Pumps 

70 

2 

Stops  on  Gasoline  Pumps 

51 

200 

5.  Linear  Measures 

Yardsticks 

18 

Total 

108 

607 

5 

Trial  Weighings  and  Measurements  of  Commodities  Sold 

or  Put  Up 

For 

Sale 

Commodities  No._ 

No. 

Incorrect 

Tested 

Correct 

Under 

Over 

Beans  14 

12 

1 

1 

Bread  24 

10 

0 

14 

Butter  12 

11 

1 

Coal,  paper  bags  12 

8 

4 

Dry  Commodities  42 

32 

6 

4 

Flour  6 

2 

4 

292 


Commodities 


No. 


No. 

Correct 

12 


Incorrect 


Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Ice 

Meats  and  Provisions 
Potatoes 


Tested 


16 

4 

12 

36 


Under 

2 


Over 


2 

4 

2 

24 


10 

8 


4 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Reading: 

This  Board  organized  on  March  6,  1934,  by  electing  George  E. 
Horrocks,  Chairman,  Edgar  Frost,  Secretary,  Arthur  S.  Cook  being 
the  third  member  of  the  Board.  Christine  F.  Atkinson  and  Helen  W. 
Brown  were  retained  as  office  assistants.  Gladys  R.  Dickinson  and 
Virginia  Perry  were  appointed  assistant  assessors. 

The  1934  Field  Work  of  the  Board  was  started  April  2,  1934  and 
continued  until  completion. 

Construction  of  new  buildings  in  Reading  reached  the  lowest 
point  probably  in  the  history  of  the  town  and  this  factor  combined 
v.dth  substantial  losses  in  taxable  property  and  estimated  receipts, 
together  with  increases  in  state  and  county  taxes  and  a very  material 
increase  in  Town  appropriations  resulted  in  an  advance  of  $4.30 
per  M.  over  the  1933  tax  rate. 

With  the  market  for  real  estate  in  Reading  still  suffering  from 
inertia,  sales  have  been  mostly  of  a foreclosure  or  distressed  nature 
and  in  our  opinion,  not  indicative  of  the  real  value  of  the  property 
sold. 

While  this  Board  has  endeavored  to  assess  all  property  in  a fair, 
intelligent  manner  and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Town,  various 
property  owners,  through  stress  of  depression  circumstances,  have  ap- 
pealed for  partial  abatement  relief  on  their  premises.  These  requests 
have  been  carefully  considered,  property  re-viewed  and  decisions  rend- 
ered according  to  their  merits  in  our  best  judgment.  Inasmuch 
as  the  final  filing  date  of  such  requests  was  changed  from  March  31 
to  December  31,  the  reviewing  of  such  properties  conflicted  with  the 
1935  Field  Work  which  began  on  January  1,  1935  and  was  necessarily 
somewhat  retarded. 
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The  attention  of  the  citizens  is  called  to  the  change  in  the  taxing 
date,  beginning  in  1935,  viz. — ^January  1 instead  of  April  1.  Tax  bills 
will  hereafter  be  rendered  about  June  14  instead  of  October  15,  and  will 
be  payable  one-half  July  1,  and  balance  November  1.  Interest  on  un- 
paid bills  will  be  computed  from  October  1. 

Meetings  of  this  Board  are  held  at  the  Mlunicipal  Building  on  Fri- 
day evenings  from  7,30  to  9.00  for  convenience  of  citizens  wishing  to  con- 
fer with  the  Board. 

The  summary  of  activities  for  the  year  of  1934  is  as  under: 

VALUATION  OF  TAXABLE  PROPERTY 


Buildings  exclusive  of  Land  $11,926,215.00 

Land  exclusive  of  Buildings  3,637,015.00 

Personal  Estate  1,042,978.00 


Total  

Amount  appropriated  for  Town 

Purposes  

Overlay  Deficit  1931  

Amount  to  be  paid  for  State 

and  Count}^  

Overlay  


Less  Estimated  Receipts  . . . . 

Less  Excise  Tax  

Less  3200  Polls  at  $2.00  .... 


$16,606,208.00 

$ 640,684-32 
526.18 

51,432.30 

4,440.93 


$ 697,083.73 

32,473.10 

13,526.90 

6,400.00 


$152,400.00 


Amount  to  be  raised' $ 544,683.73 

Tax  rate  for  1934  (xA.mount  to  be  raised  divided  by  Total  Taxable 
Valuation  = $32.80  per  M.) 

Reicapitulation 

Real  Estate  Tax  $ 510,473.95 

Personal  Estate  Tax  34,209.78 

Poll  Tax  6,400-00 

Excise  Tax  15,702.13 

Moth  Assessment  509.00 

Betterments  : 

Sewer  800.74 

Sidewalk  788.44 

Curbing  '. 90.24 
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Highway  1,198.58 

Additional  Poll  Tax  52.90 


Total  Commitment  $ 570,224.86 

Detail  of  State  and  County  Taxes 

State  Tax  $ 22,300.00 

State  Parks  and  Reservation  Tax 134.68 

State  Hospital  Home  Care  Tax 14.00 

Municipal  Lighting  Tax  49.90 

Afetropolitan  Sewerage  Tax  6,748.86 

County  Tax  22,184-86 


Total  State  and  County  Tax  for  1934  $ 51,432.30 

Valuation  Comparisons 

1933  1934  Increase  Decrease 

Val.  of  Bldgs,  only  ....  $ 1 1,922,450.00  $ 11,926,215.00  3,765 

Val.  of  Land  only  ..  3,651,045.00  3,637,015.00  14,030 

Val.  of  Personal  Est.  1,080,429.00  1,042,978.00  37,451 

Val-  of  Town  Property  1,431,550.00  1,434,695.00  3,145 

Val.  of  Exempted  Prop.  533,110.00  533,110.00 

Tot.  Val.  of  Excise  Tax  606,770.00  590,840.00  15,930 


Total  Town  Val $19,225,354-00  $19,164,853.00  $ 6,910  $ 67,411 

Net  Decrease  in  Val.  ..  $ 60,501 


Miscellaneous  Data 


Number  of  Persons,  Partner- 
ships and  Corporations  as- 

1933 

1934 

Incr. 

Deer. 

sessed  Apr.  1 1934  

3,226 

3,379 

153 

Num.  of  Automobiles  assessed 

3,016 

3,113 

97 

Num.  of  Polls  

3,132 

3,226 

94 

Num.  of  Horses  

44 

41 

3 

Num.  of  Cows  

118 

113 

5 

Num.  of  Neat  cattle  

15 

12 

' 

3 

Num.  of  Swine  

58 

62 

4 

Num.  of  Dwelling  Houses  .... 
Num.  of  Acres  of  Land  

2,536 

5,770 

2,551 

5,770 

15 

Vum-  of  Fowl  

Population  1934  Census — 10,221 

15.083 

14,313 

770 

Total  Valuation  per  Capita — $1,624.7147. 
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REPORT  OF  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 


Taxes  1931 

Uncollected  December  31,  1933  $ 1,002.36 

Transferred  from  Tax  Title  Account  234.90 

Interest  Collected  113.98 

Paid  Treasurer  . .' $ 964.41 

Abated  217.30 

Uncollected  December  31,  1934  169.53 


$ 1,351.24  $ 1,351.24 
Taxes  and  Assessments,  1932 

Uncollected  December  31.  1933  $ 37,097.79 

Transferred  from  Tax  Title  Account  217.35 

Interest  Collected  2,519.52 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 24,784.37 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  Account  13,415.92 

Abated  1,171.91 

Uncollected  December  31,  1934  462.46 


$ 39,834.66  $ 39,834.66 
Taxes  and  Assessments,  1933 

Uncollected  December  31,  1933  $209,732.22 

Refunds  Account  Taxes  663.57 

Interest  Collected  7,326.57 

Refund  Account  Interest  4.99 

Additional  Commitment  31.98 

Paid  Treasurer  $175,400.95 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  Account  14,643.75 

Abated  1,794.74 

Uncollected  December  31,  1934  - 25,919.89 


$217,759.33  $217,759.33 
Taxes  and  Assessments,  1934 

General  Tax  Warrant  $570,224.86 

Interest  Collected  305.43 

Refunds  Account  Taxes  772.47 

Paid  Treasurer  $323,113.42 

Abated  2,463.06 

Transferred  to  Deferred  Payments  154.01 

Uncollected  December  31,  1934  245,572.27 


$571,302.76  $571,302.76 
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Sewer  Rentals 

Uncollected  December  31,  1933  $ 1,140.50 

Commitments  January  and  July  1934  7,841.48 

Interest  Collected  64.92 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 7,934.20 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  Account  94.98 

Uncollected  December  31,  1934  1,017.72 


$ 9,046.90  $ 9,046.90 

Highway  Betterment 

Commitments  July  and  November,  1934  $ 2,736.32 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 397.85 

Apportioned  1935  to  1944  2,338.47 


$ 2,736.32  $ 2,736.32 

Sidewalk  Betterment 

Commitments  July  and  November  $ 668.53 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 6.46 

Apportioned  1935  to  1944  662.07 


$ 668.53  $ 668.53 

Advanced  payment  apportioned  sidewalk  $ 25.35 

Paid  Treasurer  25.35 


$ 25.35  $ 25.35 

Water  Liens 

Commitments  October  and  November  $ 228.30 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 46.15 

Uncollected  December  31,  1934  182.15 


$ 228.30  $ 228.30 

Recapitulation 

Total  receipts  from  taxes  and  assessments: 

Taxes  $497,201.55 

Highway  assessments  and  interest  1,156.55 

Sidewalk  assessments  and  interest  851.08 

Sewer  assessments  and  interest 8,688.09 

Water  Liens  46.15 

Motor  Vehicle  assessments  14,399.32 

Interest  10,330.42 

Refunds,  etc 208.01  $532,881.17 


Paid  to  the  Treasurer  as  per  Treasurer’s 

Receipts  $532,881.17 

GRACE  V.  VIALL,  Collector  of  Taxes. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER 


For  the  Year  Ended  December  31,  1934 

The  transactions  in  the  General  Cash  Account,  in  summary  form, 

were  as  follows : 

Balance  January  1934  $ 36,760.99 

Receipts  : 

Grace  V.  Viali,  Collector  $532,881.17 

Municipal  Light  Department  305,612.21 

Water  Department  52,600.91 

School  Department  21,342.85 

Cemetery  Department  6,295.80 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Depts 614.85 

Library  465.22 

Hearings,  Licenses  and  Permits 790.14 

Other  Departmental  Receipts  4,910.09 

Refunds  to  Wei.  and  Soldiers’  Rel.  Depts.  . . 24,485.91 

Temp.  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  1934  Rev.  . 515,000.00' 

Temp.  Loans  Refunded  150,000.00 

Temp.  Loans  for  Highway  Construction  ..  22,000.00 

Coupon  Notes — Funded  Debt  27,690.00 

Comm,  of  Mass.,  Taxes  43,245.24 

Comm,  of  Mass.,  Soldier’s  Benefits  1,433.49 

Comm,  of  Mass.,  Emergency  Relief  8,128.69 

State  and  County  for  Highway  Const 24,323.83 

Civil  Works  Service  and  F.  E.  R.  A 6,578.34 

Mun.  Light  Dept.,  Transfer  of  Income  ....  19,054.38 

Trust  Funds  Transfers  19,793.04 

Trust  Funds  Income  5,788.23 

Redemption  of  Prop.:  Taxes,  Int.  and  Costs  17,733.26 
Dividend  from  Trustees — Closed  Bank  ....  1,393.96 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  1,675.72 


Total  Receipts  $1,813,747.33 


$1,850,508.32 

Disbursements  : 

Temporary  Loans  $615,000.00 

Notes  and  Bonds — Funded  Debt  88,000.00 

Temporary  Loans — Highway  Const 28,390.00 

Discount  on  Notes  11,602.08 

Interest  on  Funded  Debt  16,624.58 

State  Taxes  and  Assessments  29,260.41 

County  Taxes  22,184.86 
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Other  Disbursements 


Total  Disbursements  $1,805,080.90 


Balance  December  31,  1934  $ 45,427.42 

Funded  Debt 

Outstanding  January  1,  1934  $422,500.00 

Notes  Issued  in  1934  27,600.00 


$450,100.00 

Bonds  and  Notes  Paid  in  1934  $ 88,000.00 

Outstanding  December  31,  1934  362,100.00 


$450,100.00 

Notes  Issued  in  Anticipation  of  Revenue 

Outstanding  January  1,  1934  $200,000.00 

Notes  Issued  in  1934  665,000.00 


$865,000.00 

Notes  Paid  in  1934  $615,000.00 

Outstanding  December  31,  1934  250,000.00 


$865,000.00 

Notes  Issued  in  Anticipation  of  Reimbursement  for 
Highway  Construction 


Outstanding  January  1,  1934  $ 6,390.00 

Notes  Issued  in  1934  22,000.00 


Notes  Paid  in  1934 


$ 28,390.00 

$ 28,390.00 


Outstanding  December  31,  1934  

$ 28,390.00 

A more  detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  and  a 
statement  of  the  Trust  Funds  are  presented  in  the  report  of  the  Town 
Accountant. 

PRESTON  F.  NICHOLS,  Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


For  the  year  Ended  December  3 1 , 


1934 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


Receipts  1934 

Taxes  and  Assessments: 

Poll.  Personal  and  Real  Estate  1934  $310,290.03 

Poll,  Personal  and  Real  Estate  1933  163,695.80 

Poll,  Personal  and  Real  Estate  Prior  Years  22,133.22 

Interest  on  Taxes  9,957.26 

Motor  Vehicle  Ex.  Tax  14,399.32 

Interest  on  same  283.22 

Sewer  Assessments  653.99 

Interest  on  same  164.82 

Int.  on  same,  additional  25.02 

Sewer  Rentals  7,869.28 

Interest  on  same  64.92 

Sidewalks  and  Curb  Assessments  660.57 

Sidewalk  and  Curb  Assessments  Advance 

Payments  25.35 

Interest  on  same  165.16 

Highway  Betterment  Assessments 953.94 

Interest  on  same  202.61 

Old  Age  Assistance  Tax  393.00 

Moth  and  Tree  Work  Assessments  689.50 

Water  Liens  44.15 

Advertising  and  Certificates  210.01 


$532,881.17 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  State  Taxes 

Income  $ 35,044.70 

CorporaHion  7,8S1.69 

Bank  and  Trust  Co 294.51 

Railway,  Tel.  and  Tel 24.34 


$ 43,245.24 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Aid  to  Highways  $ 18,242.87 

County  of  Middlesex,  Aid  to  Highways  6,080.96 


$ 24,323.83 

Board  of  Selectmen.  Licenses,  etc 


Second  Hand  Alotor  Vehicle $ 40.00 

Taxicab  5.00 

Truck  5.00 

X'ictualer’s  48.50 

Lord’s  Day  157.00 

Inn  Holders  2.00 


Theater  57.00 

Auctioneers  8.00 

Bowling  and  Pool  21.00 

Junk  Dealer  10.00 

Revolver  35.00 

Amusement  15.00 

Peddler’s  2.00 

Advertising  Hearings  101.38 


$ 506.88 

Inspector  of  Building,  Fees  $ 129.00 

Board  of  Appeal,  Hearings  10.00 

Board  of  Hc5alth,  Licenses,  etc 

Undertakers  $ 4.00 

Hairdressers  8.00 

Masseuse  3.00 

Physiotherapist  1.00 

Pasteurizing  20.00 

Ice  Cream  2.00 

Denatured  Alcohol  14.00 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Fees  ... 

Milk  Inspector’s  Fees  

Court  Fines  

County  of  Midd’esex,  from  Dog  Licenses 

Redemption  of  Tax  Titles 


Taxes,  Interest  and  Costs  $ 16  271.60 

Additional  Interest  1,461.66 


$ 17,733.26 

Public  Welfare  Department 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 


Mothers’  Aid  $ 1,568.01 

Temporary  Aid  10,661.30 

Old  Age  Assistance  6,232.09 

Other  Cities  and  Towns  : 5,420.30 

Refunds  from  Individuals  555.87 


$ 52.00 

$ 65.76 

26.50 
60.00 
1,241.98 


Soldiers’  Benefits 


$ 24,437.57 


State  Aid  

Soldiers’  Burial 
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$ 1,004.00 
100.00 


Soldiers’  Exemption  329.49 


$ 1,433.49 

School  Department 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Tuition  of  State  Wards  $ 2,963.82 

Cit\'  of  Boston,  Tuition  of  City  Wards  406.31 

Other  Cities  and'  Towns,  Tuition  15,234.72 

Sundry  Parties,  Tuition  273.00 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  84.00 

Smith  Hughes  Fund  279.97 

George  Reed  Fund  36.91 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Aid  to  Industrial  Schools  ....  1,962.88 


$ 21,291.61 

Pul)lic  Library  Fines  $ 465.22 

Department  Refunds  257.85 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Emergency  Relief  8,128.69 

Water  Dept.  Rates,  etc 52,600.91 

Municipal  Light  Dept.  Rates,  etc 305,612.21 

Ceme<tery  Dept. 

Sales  Lots  and  Graves  $ 1,142.50 

Int.  on  Deferred  Payments  11.97 

Care  Lots  and  Graves,  etc 2,631.33 


$ 3,785.80 

Bonds  and  Notes  Iss,ued : 

Alun.  Light  Department  $ 20,000.00 

Fire  Engine  7,600.00 


$ 27,600.00 

Accrued  Interest  $ 36.19 

Sidewalk  Work  Bills  105.47 

Sundry  Charges,  Public  Works,  Etc 147.71 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  18.05 

Department  Allowances  967.00 

Special  Funds: 

Public  Welfare,  Special  Fund  $ 34.00 

Morrison  Fund  67.27 

E.  R.  A.  Clothing  Fund  128.86 

Baseball  Fund  63.33 


$ 293.46 

Sale  of  Land  $ 300.00' 

Moth  and  Tree  Work  Bills  614.8S 
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Comm,  of  Mass. 

Div.  of  Tuberculosis  $ 899.28 

Health  Dept.  Vaccine  48.60 

Emergen c;^  Relief  39.00 


Health  Department,  City  of  Somerville 


Guarantee  Deposits  : 

Sewer  House  Connection  $ 292.25 

Cemetery  Work  320.00 

Sidewalk  and  Curbing  Work  71.25 


Civil  Works  Service  

Dividend  from  Closed  Bank  

Municipal  Light  Dept,  to  Treasurer 


Temporary  loans  : 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  $665,000.00 

Anticipation  of  Reimbursement  22,000.00 


Dog  License  Fees  from  Town  Clerk  

Trust  Fund  Transactions: 

Hospital  Fund  ,.  $ 11,638.95 

Cemetery  Bequest  Fund  13,725.42 

Cemetery  Bequest  F ant  for  Care  Endowed 

Lots  2,329.60 

R.  H.  S.  Scholarship  Fund  347.29 


Total  Receipts 


PAYMENTS  1934 


General  Government 


Selectmen’s  Expenses  $ 681.64 

Selectmen’s  Clerical  1,162.96 

Town  Accountant’s  Salary  1,775.48 

Treasurer’s  Salary  1,109.00 

Treasurer’s  Expenses  933.03 

Treasurer’s  Clerical 229.47 

Collector’s  Salary  2,066.00 

Collector’s  Expenses  1,350.50 


$ 986.88 

91.50 


$ 683.50 

$ 6,578.34 
1,393.96 
19,054.38 


$687,000.00 
$ 1,495.80 


$ 28,091.27 


$1,813,747.33 
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Collector's  Clerical  474.09 

Assessors’  Salaries  1,761.00 

Assessors’  Expenses  > 1,598.36 

Assessors’  Clerical  2,165.80 

lilock  System  Survey  82.30 

Town  Counsel’s  Salary  1,000.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Expenses  210.86 

Town  Clerk’s  Salary  350.00 

Town  Clerk’s  Expenses' 563.40 

Registrars’  Salaries  237.50 

Election  and  Registration  Exp 2,122.46 

Bel.  Pub.  Works.  Salaries  and  Expenses  5,197.20 


$ 25,071.05 

General  Accounts 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  $ 3,012.87 

Municipal  Bnildlng  Maintenance  2,713.89 

Fire  Stations  Maintenance  1,041.04 

Police  Station  IMaintenance  1,067.42 

Interest,  not  incl.  Water,  Sewer  and  Light  . . 17,813.3J 

Maturing  Debt,  not  incl.  Water  and  Light  ....  65,000.00 

Planning  Board  Expenses  574.63 


$ 91,223.18 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Police  Dept.  IMaintenance  $ 2,107.68 

Police  Dept.  Salaries  29,178.03 

Fire  Dept.  Alalntenance  3,483.07 

Fire  Dept.  Salaries  17,802.22 

Call  Men  Salaries  3,200.75 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  1,753.63 

P'orest  Warden  276.07 

Moth  Dept 4,219i77 

Tree  Warden  1,092.93 

Hydrant  Rentals  l,0‘00-00 

Drinking  Fountains  100.00 

Inspector  of  Building  Salary  475.00 

Inspector  of  M'ires  Salary  176.60 

Sealer  of ’Weights  and  Measures  Salary  481.80 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Expenses  ....  189.42 

Game  Warden  95.00 


$ 65,631.97 
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Health  and  Sanitation 


r>oarcl  of  Health  Salaries  $ 300.00 

Hoard  of  Health  Expenses  188.35 

Inspector  of  Plumbing  Salary  761.00 

Inspector  of  Animal’s  Salary  190.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food  Salary  200.00 

Care  of  Contagious  Diseases  5,649.67 

Garbage  Collection  2,300.00 

Dental  Clinic  500.00 

Sewer  Dept.,  Maint.,  Const,  and  Int 8,846.13  ' 

Sewer  Dept.,  House  ConnectAns  377.07 


$ 19,312.22 


Highways  and  Sidewalks 


Highway  Dept.  Alaintenance  $ 29,998.93 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal  6,522.63 

Sidewalk  Construction  2,070.57 

Alaintenance  Storm  Drains  499.96 

Drainage  System  Construction  2,202.83 

Haverhill  St.  Construction  1,426.31 

Third  Street  Construction  276.48 

Cedar  Street  Construction  87.21 

ICllis  Ave  Construction  85.11 

Main  Street  Construction  17,716.90 

West  Street  Construction  ^ 14,777.71 

\Tn  Xorden  Road  Construction  2,082.40 

County  Road  Construction  1,357.46 

Chapin  Ave.  Layout  19.47 


. $ 79,123.97 

Street  Lighting  $ 13,800.00 

Charities  and  Aid 

Public  Welfare,  Administrative  Exp $ 5,845.06 

Aid,  Board  and  Care  53,282.05 

Mothers’  Aid  6,281.26 

Temporary  Aid  12,035.35 

•Old  Age  Assistance  16,948.75 


$ 94,392.47 

Special  Funds 

Public  WTlfare  Fund  $ 48.14 

rison  Fund  225.52 

Las  ba'l  Fund  45.55 


307 


E.  R.  A.  Clothing  Fund 


119.40 


Soldiers’  Benefits 

Soldiers’  Relief  $ 11,636.76 

State  Aid  710.00 

Military  Aid  .....' 210.00 


School  Department 

General  Salaries  $164,698.37 

General  Maintenance  

Agricultural  Salaries  2,737.2a 

Agricultural  Maintenance 155.41 

\Mcation  Tuition  995.80 

Smith-Hughes  and  Geo.  Reed  Funds  359.07' 


Public  Library 

Salaries  $ 4,790.15 

Maintenance  2,795.06 


Recreation 

Park  Department  Maintenance  

Cemeteries 

Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  $•  10,924.77 

Forest  Glen  Cemetery  575.72 


Unclassified 

Memorial  Day  Observance  ,$  478.40 

Rent  Legion  Quarters,  Post  62  1,000.00 

Town  Forest  52.92 

J.  H.  S.  Land  Development  72.40 

Unpaid  Bills,  1933  61.58 

Land  Court  Expenses  95.20 

Child  Welfare  Work  400.00 

Damage  Suit  Settlement  500.00 

Land  Great  Island  25.00 

Care  Soldiers’  Graves  400.00 

Personal  Injuries  61.00 

Civil  Works  Service  6,495.99 

Taxes  1933,  Refunds  623.46 


$ 438.61 

$ 12,556.76 

y 

$212,623.72 

$ 7,585.21 
$ 2,679.18 

$ 11,500.49 
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Taxes  1934,  Refunds  525.16 

Motor  Vehicle  Ex.  1933  Refunds  • 45.10 

Motor  Vehicle  Ex.  1934  Refunds  247.11 


$ 11,083.32 

State  and  County  Taxes  and  Assessments 


State.  Tax  $ 22,300.00 

County  Tax  22,184.86 

Aletropolitan  Sewer  Assessment  6,748.86 

^Middlesex  County  Hospital  6,423.00 

Bank  and  Trust  Co.  Tax  16.73 

Hospital  Tax  14.00 

Parks  and  Reservations  134.63 

Municipal  Lighting  Tax  49.90 

Old  Age  Assistance  Tax  7.00 


Middlesex  County  Dog  Tax  

Public  Service  Enterprises 

Municipal  Light  Dept.: 

Aiaint.,  Const.,  Bonds  and  Int $314,758.41 

Paid  to  Treasurer  19,054.38 

Water  Dept : 

Maint.,  Const.,  Bonds  and  Int 54,676.95 


$ 57,879.03 
$ 1,471.20 


Note  Payments 

Temporary  Loans,  Anticipation  of  Revenue  . . 
State  and  Count}'  Loans  


$388,489.74 


$615,000.00 

28,390.00 


$643,390.00 

Trust  Fund  Transactions 


Hospital  Fund  $ 10,573.08 

Cemtery  Fund 13,725.42 

R.  H.  S.  Scholarship  Fund  347.29 


$ 24,645.79 

Guarantee  Deposit  Funds 


Cemetery  Work  Refunds  20.00 

Sidewalk  Work  Refunds  5.89 

Sewer  House  Connections  Refunds  73.15 


$ 99.04 
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Other  Payments 


i’olice  Dept.  Weapons  and  Equipment  $ 1,042.41 

Tolice  Dept.  Auto  638.20 

Eire  Apparatus  12,087.19 

Police  Dept.  Ambulance  2,477.79 

i'ire  Alarm  Box  121.60 

P'ire  Alarm  Haven  St 900.00 

P'ire  Alarm,  Main  St 1,300.00 

School  Bldg.  Supplies  and  Material  1,246.19 

j.  H.  S.  Bleachers  3,041.01 

Highland  School  Repairs  9,700.00 

E.  R.  A.  Projects  9,529.56 


Total  Payments 


TREASURER’S  CASH 


Balance  on  hand  Tan.  1,  1934 
Receipts  


Payments  

Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1934 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1934 


General  Government 


Selectmen’s  Expenses  $ 400.10 

Selectmen’s  Clerical  1,162  96 

Town  Accountant’s  Salar}^  1,77_.48 

Treasurer’s  Salai'3'  1,109.00 

Treasurer’s  Expenses  6C0.'.,0 

Treasurer’s  Clerical  .250.00 

Collector’s  Salary  2,Oj6.00 

Collector’s  Expenses  1,300.00 

Collector’s  Clerical  400.00 

Assessor’s  Salaries  1,761.00 

Assessor’s  Expenses  1,600.00 

Assessor’s  Clerical  2,165.80 

Block  System  Survey  200.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Salary  1 OjO.OO 

Town  Counsel’s  Plxpenses  150.00 

Town  Clerk’s  Salary  3T.OO 
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$ 42,083.95 

?1, '305,030.90 


36,760.99 

1,813,747.33 


$1,850,503.32 

$1,805,030.90 

45,427.42 


Town  Clerk’s  Expenses  600.00 

Bd.  F'ub.  Works  Salaries  and  Expenses  5,500.00 

Registrar’s  Salaries  037.50 

Election  and  Registration  Expenses  1,500.00 


$ 24,127.74 

General  Accounts 


Miscellaneous  Expenses  $ 2,600.00 

Municipal  Building  Maintenance  2,000.00 

Fire  Stations  Maintenance  1,065.00 

Police  Station  Maintenance 1,175.00 

Planning  Board  Expenses  575.00 

Interest,  Not  inch  Water  and  Lt.,  Sewer  ....  20,665.00 

Maturing  Debt,  not  incl.  Water  and  Light  . . 65,000.00 


$ 93,080.00 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 


Police  Dept.  Maintenance  $ 2,000.00 

Police  Dept.  Sal.  and  Special  Officers  28,976.00 

Fire  Dept.  Maintenance  3,500.00 

Fire  Dept.  Salaries 17,802.22 

Fire  Dept.  Call  Men  Salaries  3,200.75 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  1,300.00 

Hydrant  Rentals  1,000.00 

Moth  Dept.  Maintenance  4,231.00 

Tree  Warden  Maintenance  1,000.00 

Forest  Warden  Maintenance  300.00 

Inspector  of  Buildings  Salary  475.00 

Inspector  of  Wires  Salary  176.60 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Salary  ....  481.80 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Expenses  . . 190. ',0 

Game  Warden  Salary  95.00 


Health  and  Sanitation 


$ 64,728.37 


Board  of  Health  Salaries  $ 300.00 

Board  of  Health  Expenses  600.00 

Inspector  of  Plumbing  Salary  761.00 

Inspector  of  Animals  Salary  190.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food  Salary  200.00 

Care  of  Contagious  Diseases  6,500.00 

Garbage  Collection  2,300.00 
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Dental  Clinic 


500.00 


Sewer  Dept.  House  Connections  

Highways  and  Sidewalks 


Highway  Dept.  Maintenance  30,000.00 

Sidewalk  Construction  - 2,000.00 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal  6,500.00 

Maintenance  Storm  Drains  500.00 


Street  Lighting  

Charities  and  Aid 


Administrative  Expenses  $ 4,850.00 

Aid,  Board  and  Care  50,000.00 

Temporary  Aid  13,000.00 

Mother’s  Aid  — 6,000.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  14,000.00 


Soldiers  Benefits 

State  Aid  $ 1,000.00 

Military  Aid  700.00 

Soldiers  Relief  15,000.00 


Education 

School  Dept.  General  Maintenance  $ 42,150.00 

School  Dept.  General  Salaries  165,000,00 

School  Dept.  Agr.  Alaintenance  300.00 

School  Dept.  Agr.  Salaries  3,000.00 

Industrial  Tuition  1,500.00 


Public  Library 

Public  Library  Maintenance  $ 2,800.00 

Public  Library  Salaries  5,000.00 


Recreation 

Park  Department  Maintenance  $ 2,000.00 

Drinking  P'ountains  100.00 


$ 11,351.00 

1,000.00 


$ 39,000.00 
13,800.00 


$ 87,850.00 


$ 16,700.00 


$211,950.00 


$ 7,800.00 


$ 2,100.00 
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Cemeteries 

T/aurel  Hill  Cemetery  Maintenance  $ 8,000.00 

Forest  Glen  Cemetery  Maintenance  600.00 


$ 8,600.00 

Memorial  Day  Observance  $ 500.00 

Other  Appropriations 

Art.  6 Reserve  Fund  $ 5,000.00 

Art.  7 Overdraft,  O.  A.  A 18.00 

Art.  8 Unpaid  Bills  1933  300.00 

Art.  9 Overdraft  Snow  and  Ice.  Acct 653.36 

Art.  10  Care  of  Sol.  Graves  400.00 

Art.  11  Middlesex  County  T.  B.  Hospital  6,423.00 

Art.  14  Police  Weapons  and  Equipment  1,100.00 

Art.  15  Police  Dept.  Auto  850.00 

Art.  16  Fire  Apparatus  12,500.00 

Art.  19  Fire  Alarm  Box  125.00 

Art.  20  Land,  Great  Island  25.00 

Art.  22  Fire  Alarm,  Haven  Street  900.00 

Art.  23  Fire  Alarm,  Main  Street  1,300.00  ’ 

Art.  24  Highland  Sch.  Repairs,  Furn 9,700.00 

Art.  25  Paint,  etc.  School  Bldgs.  C.  W.  A 800.00 

Art.  27  J.  H.  School  Bleachers,  C.  W.  A 3,100.00 

Art.  28  Damage  Suit  Settlement  500.00 

Art.  33  Town  Forest  Development  75.00 

Art.  34  Storm  Water  Drainage  Development  ..  2,603.69 

Art.  35  Main  St.  Const.  Chap.  90  G.  L 6,000.00 

Art.  36  Laying  Out  Ellis  Avenue  140.40 

Art.  39  Laying  Out  Third  Street  315.48 

Art.  40  Laying  Out  Cedar  Street  103.53 

Art.  41  Personal  Injuries,  Hugh  L.  Eames  ....  61.00 

Art.  42  Police  Ambulance  2,500.00 

Art.  43  Child  Welfare  Work  400.00 

Art.  44  Rent  Legion  Quarters  * 1,009.00 

Art.  2 Land  Court  Expenses  100.00 

Art.  4 County  Road  Lay-out  1,428.75 

Art.  5 Van  Norden  Road  Lay-out  2,675.00 

Art.  6 West  St.  Construction  Chap.  90  G.  L...  5,000.00 


$640,684.32 
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\\  ater  Dept.  Maint.  & Construction  55,000.00 

Sewer  Dept.  Maint.  & Construction  10,500.00 

Deficit  1931  .Overlay  526.18 

State  Tax  22,300.00 

Hospital  Tax  14.00 

Parks  & Reservations  Tax  134.68 

Municipal  Lighting  Tax  49.90 

Metropolitan  Sewer  Assessment  6,748.86 

County  Tax  22,184.86 

Overlay  1934  4,440.93 


$762,583.75 


VALUATION 


1934 

Real  Estate  $ 15.563,230 

Personal  Estate  ....  1,042,978 


$ 16,606,203 

Tax  Rate  $32.80 


Taxes : 

Real  Estate  $510,473.95 

Personal  Estate  ....  34,209.78 


$544,683.73 

Poll  Taxes  3200  at 
$2.00  $ 6,400.00 


APPROPRIATIONS 


Town  Exp.  Debt,  etc.  . $640,684.32 

Deficit  1931  Overlay  . . 526.18 

Water  Department  . . . 55,000.00 

Sewer  Department  . . . 10,500.00 

State  Tax  22,300.00 

Hospital  Tax  14.00 

Parks  and  Res.  Tax  . . . 134.68 

Mun.  Lighting  Tax  ....  49.90 

Met.  Sewer  Ass’t 6,748.86 

County  Tax  22,184.86 

Overlay  4,440.93 


$762,583.73 

Less  Estimated  Receipts  ; 

Gen $146,000.00 

Wat.  Dept.  55,000.00 

Sew.  Dept.  10,500.00  211,500.00 


$551,083.73 


$551,083.73 


314 


ACCOUNTING  TAXES  AND  ASSESSMENTS 

Transferred  Uncol- 

Uncollected  to  Tax  lected 

Taxes  Jan.  1,  ’34  Comm’ts  Abatements  etc.  Refunds  Titles  Collected  Dec.  31,  ’34 
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Sewer  Asst.  1932  78.08  4.04  74.04 

Sewer  Asst.  1933  482.58  12.26  363.99  106.33 


ACCOUNTING  TAXES  AND  ASSESSMENTS  Conlinuea 
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ACCOUNTING  ASSESSMENTS  AND  CHARGES 


Deferred  Payments 

Balance  Committed  Apportioned  Collected  Balance 

Assessment 

Jan.  1,  1934  1934  1934-1943  1934  12-31-34 

Sewer  ....  $ 2,697.64  $ 629.28  $ 192.30  $ 2,260.66 

Sidewalk  & 

Curbing  ..  2,938.62  700.58  25.35  2,580.50 

Highway  . 4,419.44  929.93  622.60  4,112.61 

Charges  1934 

Cem.  Lots  $ 193.75  $ 531.25  $ 533.75  $ 191.25 

Cemetery 

Bequests  . 150.00  550.00  465.00  235.00 


ACCOUNTING  OVERLAYS 


Balance  Appro.  Abatements  Balance 
Jan.  1,  1934  1934  1934  12  31-31 

For  Taxes  of  1931  ....  $Dr.380.38  $ 526.18  $ 145.80 

For  Taxes  of  1932  ....  148.34  533.88  Dr. 385. 54 

For  Taxes  of  1933  ....  8,246.03  1,146.56  7,099.47 

For  Taxes  of  1934  ....  4,440.93  1,787.76  2,653.17 

Overlay  Reserve  161.23  161.23 

Departmental  Accounts  Receivable 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 38,002.75 

Charges  52,016.01 

Adjustment  ' 1.25 

Receipts  $ 47,338.69 

Credits  and  Adjustments  6,677.71 

Committed  to  Collector 509.00 

Balance  to  1935  35,494.64 


$ 90,020.04  $ 90,020.01 

Tax  Titles  Account 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 12,783.63 

Taxes,  Ass’ts.  and  Costs  on  Property  Taken  . . 29,921.83 

Redemption  of  Property  $ 16,271.60 

Taxes  Charged  Back  477.54 

Property  Sold  84.62 

Adjustment  88.51 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  $ 25,783.19 


$ 42,705.46  $ 42,705.46 
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Water  Department 

• Accounts  Receivable 

Halance  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 3,857.23 

Charges,  Meter  Rates,  etc ’ 51,007.31 

Collected  $ 52,600.91 

Abatements  624.83 

Transferred  to  Water  Liens  Acct 228.30 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  1,410.50 


$ 54,864.54  $ 54,864.54 

Municipal  Light  Department 

Accounts  Receivable 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 31,409.51 

.Adjustments  ■ 1,902.94 

Charges,  Light  and  Power,  etc 324,349.76 

Receipts  7 $305,612.21 

Discounts  and  Credits  22,343.82 

Balance  December  31,  1934  _ 29,706.18 


$357,662.21  $357,662.21 

Excess  and  Deficiency  Account 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 30,251.87 

Receipts,  Redemption  of  Propert}'  16,271.60 

Taxes  Charged  Back  452.25 

.Additional  Taxes  Committed,  Polls  52.00 

.Adjustments  42.64 

Transfer  from  Estimated  Receipts  9,869.04 

Transfers  from  Sundry  Accts.  Unexpen.  Bal.  . . 5,942.42 

Other  Transfers  41.67 

Transfer  from  Tax  Title  Account  $ 27,836.13 

Balance  December  31,  1934  35,087.36 


$ 62,923.49  $ 62,923.49 

Cemetery  Reserve 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 3,899.92 

Receipts,  Sale  Lots  and  Graves  l,l-12-50 

Interest  11.97 

-Appropriated  for  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  $ 600  00 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  $ 4,454.39 


$ 5,051.39  $ 5,054.39 

Water  Reserve 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 4,841.02 

Receipts  from  Water  Liens,  WTter  De'pt 44.15 
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Trans,  from  Maint  Acct.  . 323.05 

Trans,  from  Estimated  Receipts  2,441.93 

.Appro,  for  Maint.  Water  Dept.  1934  $ 4,841.02 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  2,809.13 


_ $ 7,650.15  $ 7,650.15 

Sewer  Reserve 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  $ 1,333.91 

'Trans,  from  Sewer  Dept.  Maint.  Acct 1,653.87 

Appro,  for  Sewer  Dept.  Maint $ 1,333.91 

Trans,  to  Estimated  Receipts  397.90 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  1,255.97 


$ 2,987.78  $ 2,987.78 


APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNTS 


Selectmen’s  Expenses 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  

Dr. 

Stationery  and  Postage  $ 60.21 

Printing  and  Advertising  272.96 

Telephone  248.71 

Office  Equipment  64.65 

All  Other  35.11 


400.00 

300.00 


Total  Payments  $ 681.64 

Balance  to  Revenue  18.36 


Appropril^tion 
L.  G.  Bent  . . 


Selectmen’s  Clerical 

Cr. 


Dr. 


$ 700.00  $ 700.00 

$ 1,162.96 

$ 1,162.96 


Appropriation 
E.  G.  Bent  . . 


$ 1,162.96 

Town  Accountant’s  Salary 

Cr. 


Dr. 

$ 1,775.48 


$ 1,162.96 
$ 1 775.43 
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$ 1,775.48  $ 1,775.48 


Appropriation 


Treasurer’s  Salary 

Cr. 


$ 1,109.00 


Preston  F.  'Nichols 


Dr. 


1,109.00 


Treasurer’s  Expenses 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  

Refund  

Dr. 

Stationer}"  and  Postage  

Bond  and  Insurance  

Certification  of  Notes  

Telephone  

Safe  Deposit  Box  

Office  Equipment  

All  Other  


$ 1,109.00  $ 1,109.00 


$ 600.00 
325.00 
42.40. 


$ 267.89 

303.31 
162.00 
101.83 
20.00 
45.60 
32.40 


Total  Payments  $ 933.03 

Balance  to  Revenue  34.37 


Appropriation  

Sadie  A.  Nichols  . . . 
Balance  to  Revenue 


Treasurer’s  Clerical 


Cr. 


Dr. 


$ 


$ 


967.40  $ 967.40 


$ 250.00 

229.47 

20.53 


$ 250.00  $ 250.00 

Collector’s  Salary 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 2,065.00 

Dr. 

Grace  V.  Viall  $ 2,066.00 


$ 2,066.00  $ 2,066.00 

Collector’s  Expanses 
Cr. 


Appropriation  

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund 
Refund  
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1,300.00 

300.00 

4.50 


Dr. 

Stationery  and  Postage  $ 202.66 

Printing  and  Advertising  155.75 

Bond  and  Insurance  520.28 

Telephone  55.50 

Registry  of  Deeds  261.11 

Office  Equipment  135.65 

All  Other  16.55 


Total  Payments  $ 1,350.50 

Balance  to  Revenue  254.00 


$ 1,604.50  $ 1,604.50 

Collector’s  Clerical 

Cr. 

Appropriation  400.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  75.00 

Dr. 

C.  F.  Atkinson  .' $ 280.80 

Gladys  R.  Dickinson  177.09 

Virginia  C.  Perry  16.20 


Total  Payments  $ 474.09 

Balance  to  Revenue  .91 


$ 475.00  $ 475.00 

Board  of  Assessors’  Salaries 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 1,761.00 

Dr. 

George  E.  Horrocks  $ 587.00 

Edgar  Frost  587.00 

Arthur  S.  Cook  587.00 


$ 1,761.00  $ 1,761.00 

Board  of  Assessors’  Expenses 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 1,600.00 

Dr. 

Assistant  Assessors  $ 433.88 

Telephone  51.95 

Stationery  and  Printing  255.45 

Printing  Street  List  632.75 

Auto  Hire  and  Travel  173.36 
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Ivegistr}'  of  Deeds  Expense  38.81 

All  Other  12.16 


Total  Payments  $ 1,598.36 

Balance  to  'Revenue  1.64 


Appropriation  . . 

C.  F.  Atkinson  . 
Helen  \V.  Brown 


$ 

Board  of  Assessor’s  Clerical 

Cr. 

Dr. 

$ 


1,600.00 


1,422.20 

743.60 


$ 1,600.00 
$ 2,165.80 


Block  System  Survey 

Cr. 

Balance  from  1933  

Appropriation  

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  

Lawrence  H.  Parker  

Davis  & Abbott  


$ 2,165.80  $ 2,165.80 


$ 141.82 

200.00 

$ 52.80 

16.50 
13.00 


Total  Payments  $ 82.30 

Balance  to  1935  259.52 


Appropriation  . . . 
Samuel  H.  Davis 


Town  Counsel’s  Salary 

Cr. 


Dr. 


$ 341.82  $ 341.82 

$ 1,1000.00 

$ 1,000.00 


$ 1,000.00  $ 1,000.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Expenses 


Appropriation  

Cr. 

$ 

150.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  . . 

71.00 

Samuel  H.  Davis  

Dr. 

....  $ 210.86 

Balance  to  Revenue  

10.14 

$ 221.00  $ 221.00 

Town  Clerk’s  Salary 
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Appropriation 


Cr. 


$ 350.00 


Dr. 

]\Iillard  F.  Charles  $ 350.00 


$ 

350.00 

$ 

350.00 

Town  Clerk’s 

Expenses 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

$ 

600.00 

Dr. 

Vital  Statistics  

$ 

330.50 

Stationery  and  Printing  . . . . 

146.27 

Copying  

57.38 

Bond  

10.00 

Administering  Oaths  

19.25 

Total  Payments  

$ 

563.40 

Balance  to  Reyenue  

36.60 

$ 

600.00 

$ 

600.00 

Board  of 

Registrars’  Salaries 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

$ 

237.50 

Dr. 

Millard  F.  Charles  

$ 

66.50 

Ralph  S.  Keneely  

57.00 

Owen  McKenney  

57.00 

Robert  S.  Ralston  

57.00 

$ 

237.50 

$ 

237.50 

V Election  and 

Registration  Expenses 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

$ 

1,500.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund 

625.00 

Dr. 

Election  Officers  

$ 

1,287.30 

Advertising  and  Printing  

474.25 

Rent  of  Hall  

220.00 

Installing  Booths  and  Equipment  . . 

138.73 

All  Other  

2.18 

Total  Payments  

$ 

2,122.46 

Balance  to  Revenue  

2.54 
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$ 2,125.00  $ 2,125.00 


Board  of  Public  Works 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 


Superintendent’s  Salary  $ 2,935.92 

Clerical  1,153.76 

Bonds  35.00 

Office  Supplies  and  Equipment  543.48 

Auto  Maint 84.92 

Telephone  270.67 

Insurance  27.89 

All  Other  145.56 

Transfer  to  Chapin  Ave 300.00 


Total  Payments  $ 5,497.20 

Balance  to  Revenue  2.80 


$ 5,500.00 


Miscellaneous  Expenses 


Cr. 

Appropriation  

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  

Refund  

Dr. 

Printing  Town  Report  $ 804.15 

Stationery  and  Printing  Accounting  Dept 337.82 

ditto  Executive  Studies  82.20 

Care  and  Lighting  Old  South  Clock  203.06 

Finance  Committee  Exp 117.50 

Board  of  Appeal  Exp 16.85 

Inspector  Wires  Exp 7.39 

Miscellaneous  Clerical  989.55 

Damage  Suit  Settlements  136.50 

Dog  Officers  70.00 

E.  R.  A.  Projects  199.03 

All  Other  48.82 


Total  Payments  $ 3,012.87 

Balance  to  Revenue  14.55 


$5,500.00 


$ 5,500.00 


$ 2,600.00 
425.00 
2.42 
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$ 3,027.42  $ 3,027.42 


Municipal  Building  Maintenance 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 2,000,00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  725.00 

Dr. 

Janitor’s  Services  $ 941.90 

Fuel  225.45 

Light  469.07 

Water  and  Sewer  75.83 

Repairs  420.67 

Janitor’s  Supplies  179.05 

Insurance  369.54 

All  Other  32.38 


Total  Payments  $ 2,713.89 

Balance  to  Revenue  11.11 


$ 2,725.00  $ 2,725.00 

Fire  Stations  Maintenance 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 1,065.00 

Dr. 

Central  Fire  Station 

Fuel  $ 165.78 

Repairs  to  Building  114.51 

Lighting  109.04 

Water  and  Sewer  34.93 

Insurance  (Boiler)  130.21 

Insurance  (Fire)  72.15 

Supplies  92.12 

Engine  No.  2 House 

Fuel  $ 83.20 

Repairs  to  Building  165.58 

Lighting  18.72 

Water  and  Sewer  6.00 

Insurance  (Liability)  12.00 

Insurance  (Fire)  8.88 

Supplies  27.92 

Transferred  to  E.  R.  A 20.00 


Total  Payments  • $ 1,061.04 

Balance  to  Revenue  3.96 
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$ 1,065.00  $ 1,065.00 


Police  Station  Maintenance 

Cr. 


Appropriation  

Dr. 


Water  $ 49.63 

Sewer  16.73 

Light  138.86 

Fuel  257.68 

Janitor’s  Services  285.00 

janitor’s  Supplies  19.20 

Repairs  95.48 

Insurance  (Fire)  194.87 

All  Other  10.00 


Total  PaA’inents  $ 1.067.42 

rransi'erred  to  E.  R.  A 100.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  7.58 


$ 1,175.00 

Police  Dept.  Salaries 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  


Dr. 

Chief  Jeremiah  Cullinane  

Sergt.  Frank  T.  Slack  

Sergt.  Francis  L.  Johnson  

Patrolmen  : 

Oscar  H.  Low  

William  F.  O'Brien  

Timothy  J.  Cullinane  

Patrick  J.  Long  

h'rank  R.  Fisher  

hlarold  W.  O'Brien  

Thomas  E.  Wall  

Gordon  G.  Macintire  

James  H.  Lawler  

l\arl  R.  Hutchinson  

Thomas  J.  Fitzpatrick  

Reserve  Officers ; 

Patrick  Pantano  

Joseph  M.  Green  

John  K.  Condon  

.\rtliur  M.  Curtin  


$ 2.501.00 
2.153.00 

2.153.00 

1.940.55 

1.979.00 
1.979.00 
1 979.00 
1.979.00 
1.979.00 
1,201.30 
1.979.00 
1.979.00 
1.979.00 
1.979.00 


569.50 

377.50 
106.00 

271.50 


1.175.00 


$ 1.175.0) 

$ 2^5.976.0 ) 
20F03 
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\orman  L.  Dickinson 
Special  Officers  


25.50 

68.18 


Total  Pa3mients  $ 29,178.03 

Police  Dept.  Maintenance 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund 


Dr. 


Chief’s  Expenses  $ 95.64 

Telephone  197.87 

Gasoline  369.02 

Traffic  Lines  Paint,  Labor  108.00 

Traffic  Lights  361.26 

Traffic  Beacons  116.50 

Signal  Repairs  17.25 

Printing  29.75 

Coats  48.00 

Auto  Repairs  178.88 

Motor  C>^cle  Repairs  151.75 

Insurance  'Liability  139.60 

Insurance  Fire,  Theft  ' 23.75 

Target  Instruction  25.00 

Equipment  and  Supplies  225.57 

All  Other  19.84 


$ 29,178.03. 

$ 2,000.00 
125.00 


Total  Payments  $ 2,107.68 

Balance  to  Revenue  17.32 


$ 2,125.00  $ 2,125.00 

Fire  Dept.  Salaries 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 17,802.22 

Dr. 

Chief  O.  O.  Ordway  $ 2,327.00 

Deputy  Chief  John  J.  O’Brien  2,066.00 

Capt.  Hugh  L.  Eames  2,057.22 

Lieut.  W.  H.  Vanhorn  1,892.00 

Frank  L.  McKenney  1,892.00 

George  W.  Goodridge  1,892.00 

Charles  H.  Heselton  1,892.00 

Herbert  L.  Robertson  1,892.00 

Albert  C.  Maxwell  1,892.00 


$ 17,802.22  $ 17,802.22 
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Fire  Dept,  Call  Men  Salaries 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 3,200.75 

Dr. 

Capt.  Owen  Mclvenne}’  $ 168.25 

Capt.  Frank  Rutters  168.25 

Capt.  William  H.  Gay  168.25 

Lieut.  Lewis  Holden  144.50 

Lieut.  Frank  R.  Heselton  144.50 

Lieut.  Frank  R.  fleselton,  Stwrd.  Eng.  2 House  95.00 

George  F.  Baxter  144.50 

L.  P.  Doucette  144.50 

Thomas  F.  Classen  144.50 

Leslie  C.  Hadley  144.50 

G.  Warren  Sprague  144.50 

Joseph  Arsenault  144.50 

H.  Harvey  Quigley  144.50 

Chester  Goodwin  144.50 

Elmer  A.  Dykens  144.50 

Herman  L.  Riessle.  Jr 144.50 

W.  Reginald  \'anhorn  144.50 

. John  A.  Ram:  cy  144.50 

Albert  E.  Alerrill  144.50 

Charles  N.  Chase  144.50 

Howard  E.  Bussell  144.50 

Andrew  B.  Butters  144.50 


$ 3,200.75  $ 3,200.75 

Fire  Dept.  Maintenance 

Cr. 

Appropriation  > $ 3,500.00 

Dr. 

Insurance — Liability  $ 60.00 

Insurance — Fire  and  Theft  77.35 

Telephone  105.37 

Laundr\-  206.90 

Bedding  26.54 

Repairs  to  Auto  Equipment  268.54 

Xew  Tires  79.00 

Repairs  to  Other  Equipment  _ 237.92 

Rubber  Boots  and  Coats  106.41 

Repairs  to  Helmets  ^ 106.92 

Gasoline  and  Oil  410.13 

New  Hose  1,050.00 

Xew  Appliances  472.29 
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Supplies  229.66 

All  Other  46.04 


Total  Payments  $ 3,483.07 

Balance  to  Revenue  16.93 


$ 3,500.00  $ 3,500.00 


Fire  Alarm  Maintenance 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  

Transferred  from  Interest  Account  

Dr. 

Supt’s.  Salary  $ 

Pay  Roll  .....' 

Auto  Expense  

Repairs  of  Storm  Damage  

Supplies  and  Equipment  

Insurance  


$ 1,300.00 

275.00 

200.00 


223.30 

442.75 

145.53 

196.82 

722.93 

47.30 


Total  Payments  $ 1,778.63 

Less  Transfers  25.00 


Balance  to  Revenue 


1,753.63 

21.37 


$ 1,775.00  $ 1,775.00 

Forest  Warden  Maintenance 


■ Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 300.00 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 7.00 

Supplies  126.07 

Deputy  Warden  Salary  15.00 

New  Equipment  128.00 


Tot-jl  Payments  $ 276.07 

Balance  to  Revenue  23.93 


$ 300.00  $ 300.00 

Moth  Department  Maintenance 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 4,231.00 
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Dr. 


Siipt's.  Salai'}-  $ 1,631.00 

Pay  Roll  1,619.63 

Telephony  28.79 

Auto  Expense  261.87 

Rent  144.00 

Supplies  212.64 

Insurance  308.59 

All  Other  13.25 


Total  Payments  $ 4,219.77 

Balance  to  Revenue  11.23 


$ 4,231.00  $ 4,231.00 

Tree  Warden  Maintenance 

Cr. 


Appropriation  $ 1,000.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  100.00 


Dr. 


Salary,  Tree  Warden  $ 400.00 

Pay  Roll  486.03 

Equipment  and  Supplies  79.79 

Trees  72.00 

Auto  Expense  55.11 


Total  Payments  $ 1,092.93 

Balance  to  Revenue  ; 7.07 


Appropriation 
Water  Dept. 


Hydrant  Rentals 

Cr. 


Dr. 


Appropriation 
Water  Dept. 


Drinking  Fountains 

Cr. 


Dr. 


$ 1,100.00  $ 1,100.00 

$ 1,000.00 

$ 1,000.00 

$ 1,000.00  $ 1,000.00 

$ 100.00 

$ 100.00 

$ 100.00  $ 100.00 
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Inspector  of  Buildings,  Salary 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 475.0^ 

Dr. 

A.  Russell  Barnes  $ 475.00 


$ 

475.00 

$ 

475.00 

Inspector  of  Wires,  Salary 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

$ 

176.60 

Hugh  L.  Eames  . . . . 

$ 

176.60 

$ 

176.60 

$ 

176.60 

Sealer  of  Weight 

s and  Measures, 

Salary 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

$ 

481.80 

Carl  M.  Smith  

$ 

481.80 

$ 

481.80 

$ 

481.80 

Sealer  of  Weights 

and  Measures,  Expenses 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

$ , 

190.00 

Transportation  

$ 

148.00 

Supplies  

27.66 

Insurance  

13.76 

Total  Payments  . . . . 

$ 

189.42 

Balance  to  Revenue 

.58 

$ 

190.00 

$ 

190.00 

Game  Warden,  Salary 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

$ 

95.00 

James  T.  Putnam  ... 

$ 

95.00 

$ 95.00  $ 95.00 

Board  of  Health,  Salaries 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 300.00 


Dr. 


E.  M.  Halligan,  M.  D $ 75.00 

Christine  F.  Atkinson  150.00 

Cornelius  Thibeault  75.00 


$ 

300.00 

$ 

300.00 

Board  of  Health, 

Expenses 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

$ 

600.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering  . . . 

$ 

33.32 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food 

27.00 

Telephone  

48.18 

Supplies  

51.40 

All  Other  

28.45 

Total  Payments  

$ 

188.35 

Balance  to  Revenue  

411.65 

$ 

600.00 

$ 

600.00 

Inspector 

of  Plumbing,  Salary 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

$ 

761.00 

David  Taggart  

$ 

761.00 

$ 

761.00 

$ 

761.00 

Inspector  of  Animals,  Salary 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

$ 

190.00 

Cornelius  Thibeault  

$ 

190.00 

$ 

190.00 

$ 

190.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  and 

Food,  Salary 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

$ 

200.00 

Carl  M.  Smith  

$ 

200.00 

$ 

200.00  $ 

200.00 

Care  of  Contagious  Diseases 

Cr. 

Appropriation  . . , 

$ 

6,500.00 
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Dr. 

Middlesex  County  Sanatorium  $ 714.00 

Lakeville  Sanatorium  730.00 

North  Reading  Sanatorium  1,299.00 

Mass.  General  Hospital  141.95 

Mass.  Memorial  Hospitals  871.00 

Rutland  State  Sanatorium  , 599.13 

N.  E.  Sanatorium  276.00 

City  of  Malden  132.00 

City  of  Boston  160.00 

Commonwealth  of  Mass 36.00 

Reading  Visiting  Nurse  Assn 28.75 

Marion  V.  Harrington,  R.  N 100.00 

Medical  Attendance  490.45 

Supplies  215.39 


Total  Payments  $ 5,649.67 

Balance  to  Revenue  850.33 


Appropriation  . 
Joseph  Farpelha 


Garbage  Collection 

Cr. 


Dr. 


Appropriation  

F.  O.  Haley,  D.  M.  D, 
Bertha  Perkins  


Dental  Clinic 

Cr. 


Dr. 


$ 6,500.00 


$ 2,300.00 


$ 2,300.00 


$ 387.50 

112.50 


$ 6,500.00 
$ 2,300.00 


$ 2,300.00 
$ 500.00 


$ 500.00  $ 

Sewer  Dept.,  Maintenance  and  Construction 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 1,898.81 

Supplies  972.60 

Insurance  358.70 

New  Equipment  681.35 

Interest  on  Bonds  4,455.00 


500.00 

9,166.09 

1,333.91 
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Auto  Expense  466.92 

All  Other  12.75 


Total  Paypients  $ 8,846.13 

Balance  to  Sewer  Reserve  1,653.87 


, $ 10,500.00  $ 10,500.00 

House  Connection  Account 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ l,000.0i' 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 277.48 

Pipe  99.59 


Total  Payments  $ 377.07 

Transfer  to  Chapin  Avenue  $ 328.90 


$ 705.97 

Balance  to  Revenue  $ 294.03 


$ 1,000.00  $ 1,000.00 

Highway  Dept,  Maintenance 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 30,000.00 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 11,096.55 

Xew  Ecjuipment  3,878.50 

Repairs  1,843.68 

Gas  and  Oil  1,666.22 

Insurance  1,991.91 

Road  Material  5,367.71 

^liscellaneous  Supplies  2,754.26 

All  Other  1,400.10 


Total  Payments  $ 29,998.93 

Balance  to  Revenue  1.07 


$ 30,000.00  $ 30,090.00 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal 


Cr. 

-\pi)ropriation  

$ 

6,500.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  . 

Dr. 

22.63 

Pav  Roll  

. ..  $ 4.039.42 

Sidewalk  Plowing  

1,309.44 
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'Equipment,  Repairs  and  Supplies  883.77 

New  Equipment  290.00 

Total  Payments  6,522.63 


Sidewalk  Construction 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Transfer  from  Ellis  Ave.  Acct 

Transfer  from  Cedar  St.  Acct 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  

-Supplies  

Total  Payments  

Pjalance  to  Revenue  


$ 

6,522.63 

$ 

6,522.63 

$ 

2,000.00 

55.29 

16.32 

$ 

883.53 

$ 

1,187.04 

$ 

2,070.57 

1.04 

$ 

2,071.61 

$ 

2,071.61 

Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 500.00 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 449.67 

Trucking-  40.25 

Supplies  10.04 


Total  Pa3'inents  $ 499.96 

Balance  to  Revenue  .04 


$ 500.00 

Drainage  System  Construction 

Cr. 

Balance  from  1933  

Appropriation  

Dr. 


Pay  Roll  $ 633.32 

Pipe  and  Misc.  Supplies  1,227.19 

Tools  and  Repairs  106.32 

All  Other  236.00 


$ 500.00 

$ 603.69 

2,603.69 


Total  Payments  $ 2,202.83 

Transferred  to  E.  R.  A $ 1,000.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  4.55 
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$ 3,207.38  $ 3,207.3S 


Haverhill  Street  Construction 
Cr. 

f’alance  from  193v3  ^ 1,426.31 

Pay  Roll  $ 114.03 

Tarvia  504.28 

Sand  Pit  593.60 

All  Other  214.40  - 


$ 1,426.31  $ 1,426.31 

Third  Street  Construction 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 315.48. 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 148.29 

Tarvia  72.13 

All  Other  56.06 


Total  Payment.s  $ 276.48 

Transferred  to  Chapin  Ave 39.00 


$ 315.48  $ 315.4S 

Cedar  Street  Construction 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 103.53 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 42.83 

Tarvia  32.26 

All  Other  12.12 


Total  Payments  $ 87.21 

Transferred  to  Sidewalk  Const 16.32 


$ 103.53  $ 103.53 

Ellis  Avenue  Construction 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 140.40 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 26.53 

Tarvia  45.26 

All  Other  13.32 


Total  Payments  $ 85.11 

Transferred  to  Sidewalk  Const.  Acct 55.29 


$ 140.40  $ 140.40. 
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Main  Street  Construction 

Chapter  90 
Cr. 

Appropriation  

From  Comm,  of  Mass  

From  County  of  Middlesex  


Dr. 

Pay  Roll  •. $ 2,183.78 

Drainage  Material  1,485.72 

Contractor  13,603.12 

Supplies  and  Misc 444.28 


Total  Payments  $ 17,716.90 

Balance  to  Revenue  283.10 


$ 18,000.00 

West  Street  Construction 

Chapter  90 


Cr. 

Appropriation  

From  Comm.  Mass 

From  County  of  Middlesex 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 5,271.27 

Drainage  Supplies  128.39 

Equipment  Rental  » 1,094.00 

Road  Material,  Misc.  Supp.  and  Tools  8,284.05 


Total  Payments  $ 14,777.71 

Balance  to  Revenue  222.29 


Appropriation 

Pay  Roll  .... 
Truck  Hire  . . 
Steam  Shovel 
Road  Material 
All  Other  .... 


$ 15,000.00 

Van  Norden  Road  Construction 

Cr. 


Dr. 

$ 884.74 

156.38 

378.00 

555.88 

107.40 


Total  Payments  $ 2,082.40 

Transferred  to  Chapin  Ave 192.60 
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$ 6,000.00 

9.000. 00 

3.000. 00 


$ 18,000.00 


$ 5,000.00 

7.500.00 

2.500.00 


$ 15,000.00 


$ 2,675.00 


Transferred  to  Park  Dept. 


400.00 


$ 

2,675.00 

$ 

2,675.00 

County  Road  Construction 

Cr. 

Appropriation  . . . 

$ 

1,428.75 

Dr. 

Pav  Roll  

$ 

807.16 

Truck  Hire  .*.... 

138.64 

Steam  Shovel  

103.12 

Road  Material  

258.53 

All  Other  

50.01 

Total  Pavments  

$ 

1,357.46 

Balance  to  1935  

71.29 

$ 

1,428.75 

$ 

1,428.75 

Chapin  Avenue  Constructio 

n 

Cr. 

Transferred  from  Van  Xorden  Rd.  Acct 

$ 

192.60 

Transferred  from  Third  St.  Acct 

39.00 

Transferred  from  Sewer  H.  C.  Acct 

328.90 

Transferred  from  Bd.  Pub.  Works  Acct 

300.00 

Dr. 

Pav  Roll  

$ 

14.87 

Registry  of  Deeds  

4.60 

« 

Total  Pavments  

19.47 

Balance  to  1935  

841.03 

- 

$ 

860.50 

$ 

860.50 

Street  Lighting 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

$ 13,800.00 

Dr. 

Municipal  Light  Dept 

$ 13,800.00 

$ 13,800.00  $ 13,800.00 

Water  Department 
Cr. 


Appropriation  $ 50,158.93 

Transfer  from  Water  Reserve  4,841.02 


Dr. 


Pay  Roll 
Clerical  . 
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$ 11,524.62 
1,490.79 


Bonds  13,000.00 

Interest  on  Bonds  3,080.00 

Telephone  90.70 

Insurance  925.19 

Office  Supplies  and  Printing  599.77 

Fuel  254.20 

Power  and  Light  5,354.50 

Supplies  13,310.30 

Auto  Equipment  and  Repairs  702.34 

Tools  and  Repairs  to  Tools  138.84 

Xew  Wells  839.88 

New  Meters  and  Hydrants  1,020.08 

General  Repairs  945.90 

Xew  Garage  596.71 

All  Other  803.13 


Total  Payments  $ 54,676.95 

Balance  to  Water  Reserve  323.05 


$ 55,000.00  $ 55,000.00 

Municipal  Light  Department 
Cr. 

Balance  from  1933  $ 10,406.46 

Bond  Issue  20,000.00 

Accrued  Interest  • 33.34 

Receipts,  Sale  Light  and  Power  305,612.21 

Refunds  4.09 

Dr. 

Bond  and  Note  Payments  $ 10,000.00 

Interest  on  Same  2,920.00 

Office  and  Salesroom  Expense  6,037.55 

Rent  1,811.23 

Maintenance  and  Operation  of  Lines  34,028.78 

Taxes  3,161.00 

Insurance  3,036.66 

Electric  Energy  Purchased  84,272.63 

Additions  to  Plant  66,561.55 

Manager’s  Salary  5,267.60 

Salaries  and  Wages  87,496.08 

All  Other  Payments  10,165.33 


$314,758.41 

Paid  to  Treasurer,  Town  of  Reading  $ 19,054.38 

Total  Payments  333,812,79 
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Balance  to  1935 


2,243.31 


$336,056.10  $336,056.10 

Public  Welfare  Department 

Administrative  Expense 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 4,850.00 

Transfer  from  Temporary  Aid  1,000.00 

Dr. 

Salaries : 

Supervisory  $ 1,770.00 

Investigators  and  Visitors  2,320.00 

Clerical  863.39 

Visitor’s  Expenses  149.47 

Office  Equipment  177.10 

Printing  and  Postage  134.70 

0*ffice  Supplies  215.06 

Trucking  8.08 

Telephone  92.83 

Other  Payments  114.43 


Total  Payments  $ 5,845.06 

Balance  to  Revenue  4.94 


$ 5,850.00  $ 5,850.00 

Aid,  Board  and  Care 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 50,000.00 

Transfer  from  Temporary  Aid  500.00 

Transfer  from  Interest  Account  2,300.00 

Transfer  from  Military  Aid  200.00 

Refunds  321.06 

Dr. 

Cash  $ 6,465.30 

Pay  Roll  Labor  19,138.85 

Board  3,208.53 

Shelter  4,466.66 

Food  .' 7,910.45 

Fuel  and  Light  2,621.04 

Hospital  and  Medical  4,501.34 

Clothing  963.22 

Mass.  Hospital  School  371.98 

Division  of  Child  Guardianship  195.00 

Payments  to  Other  Cities  and  Towns  1,390.73 

Household  Necessities  271.28 
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Trucking  284.65 

Federal  Coal  Unloading  Charge  70.00 

E.  R.  A.  Expense  744.59 

Purchase  of  Truck  152.50 

Other  Payments  527.52 


Total  Payments  $ 53,283.64 

Balance  to  Revenue 37.42 


$ 53,321.06  $ 53,321.06 

Temporary  Aid 

Cr. 

Appropriation  ■ $ 13,000.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  300.00 

Refunds  2.60 

Dr. 

Cash  $ 2,034.00 

Pay  Roll  Labor  3,294.75 

Board  501.70 

Rent  1,245.45 

Food  2,940.81 

Fuel  and  Light  881.86 

Hospital  and  Medical  Care  798.41 

Clothing  273.37 

Household  Necessities  57.00 

Other  Payments  3.20 


Total  Payments  $ 12,030.55 

Transferred  to  Adm.  Expense  $ 1,000-00 

Transferred  to  Aid,  Board  and  Care  500.00 

Transferred  to  Mother’s  Aid  200.00 

Overdraft  to  1935  $ 427.95 


$ 13,730.55  $ 13,730.55 

Mother’s  Aid 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 6,000.00 

Transfer  from  Temporary  Aid 200.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  100.00 

Dr. 

Cash  $ 4,621.50  ' 

Food  446.87 

Rent  691.03 

Fuel  and  Light  240.80 

Hospital  and  Medical  215.89 
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Clothing  43.81 

Household  Necessities  4.25 

Other  Payments  17.11 


Total  Payments  $ 6,281.26 

Balance  to  Revenue  18.74 


$ 6,300.00  $ 6,300.00 

Old  Age  Assistance 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 14,000.03 

Transfers  from  Soldier’s  Relief  3,000.00 

Refunds  229.00 

Dr. 

Cash  $ 14,549.44 

Fuel  191.78 

Household  Necessities  118.90 

Clothing  37.65 

Hospital  and  Medical  844.28 

Board  462.72 

Pa3-ments  to  other  Cities  and  Towns  347.46 

Burial  Expenses  394.02 

Other  Payments  2.50 


Total  Pa3’ments  $ 16,948.75 

Balance  to  Revenue  280.25 


Appropriation 
Refunds  .... 


$ 17,229.00 

Soldiers’  Benefits,  Soldiers’  Relief 
Cr. 


$ 17,229.00 

$ 15.000.00 
18.40 


Dr. 


Cash  Account  Civil  War  $ 209.00 

Cash  Account  Span,  and  Phil.  War  620.50 

Cash  Account  World  War  6,057.15 

Payroll — Labor  2.237.80 

Food  504.92 

Fuel  386.84 

Medical  .' 498.19 

Clothing  197.94 

Investigator  520.00 

Investigator’s  Expenses  42.16 

Office  Equipment  182.86 
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Trucking- 
All  Other 


42.53 

136.87 


Total  Payments  

Transferred  to  E.  R.  A. 
Transferred  to  O.  A.  A. 
Balance  to  Revenue  . . . 


$ 11,636.76 
$ 106.82 
3,000.00 
274.82 


$ 15,018.40 

Military  Aid 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 

Cash  Payments  $ 210.00 

Transferred  to  Aid,  Board  and  Care  Account  . . 200.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  290.00 


$ 700.00 

State  Aid 
Cr. 

Appropriation  

Refunds  

Dr. 


Cash  Payments  $ 710.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  305.00 


$ 1,015.00 


School  Department  General  Salaries 
Cr. 

Appropriation  

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  


Dr. 


Superintendent’s  Salary  $ 3.709.88 

Principals’  and  Teachers’  Salaries  140,147.56 

Janitors’  Salaries  15,675.64 

Attendance  Officer  435.00 

Medical  Inspection  935.00 

School  Nurse  1,895.00 

Substitutes  1,900.29 


Total  Payments  $164,698.37 

Transferred  to  School  Maintenance  Acct 550.00 


* $165,248.37 


$ 15,018.40 
$ 700.00 


$ 700.00 

$ 1,000.00 
15.00 

$ 1,015.00 

$165,000.00 

248.37 


$165,248.37 
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School  Department  General  Maintenance 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 42,150.00  - 

Transferi^ed  from  E.  R.  A 800.00 

Transferred  from  School  Sal.  Acct 550.00 

Transferred  from  Agri.  Sal.  Acct 250.00 

Transferred  from  Agri.  Maint.  Acct 100.00 

Refunds  ' 84.97 

Dr. 

Transportation  of  Pupils  $ 5,949.30 

Tuition  19.14 

Text  Books  5,457.84 

Supplies  for  Pupils  4,992.98 

Apparatus  for  Teaching  988.70 

Administrative  Expenses  3,135.32 

Fuel  4,292.41 

Operation  of  Plant  6,096.98 

Maintenance  and  Improvements  9,322.99 

Insurance  3,372.16 

Professional  Services  50.00 


Total  Payment.  $ 43,677.82 

Balance  to  Revenue  257.15 


$ 43,934.97  $ 43,934.97 

School  Department  Agricultural  Maintenance 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 300.00 

Dr. 

Hermon  T.  Wheeler,  Expenses  $ 89.10 

Books  and  Supplies  66.31 


Total  Payments  $ 155.41 

Transferred  to  School  Plaint 100.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  44.59 


$ 300.00  $ 300.00 

School  Department  Agricultural  Salaries 

Cr. 


Appropriation  $ 3,000.00 

Smith-Hughes  Fund  313.91 

George  Reed  Fund  45.16 


Dr. 


Transferred  to  School  Maint, 
Balance  to  Revenue  


250.00 

12.75 


$ 3,359.07  $ 3,359.07 

Art.  24 — Highland  School  Repairs,  Furn. 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 9,700.00 

Dr. 

Architect’s  Fees  $ 734.70 

Carpentry  Work  3,436.00 

Electrical  Work  430.95 

Painting  465.00 

Plumbing  3,192.00 

Furnishings  1,441.35 


Total  Payments  $ 9,700.00 

Art.  25 — Paint,  etc.  School  Bldgs.  C.  W.  A. 

Cr. 

Appropriation  

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  

Dr. 


Paint  and  Materials  $ 1,169.69 

Trucking  20.50 

Equipment  56.00 


Total  Payments  ^ $ 1,246.19 

Balance  to  Revenue  3.81 


$ 9,700.00 

$ 800.00 
450.00 


$ 1,250.00  $ 1,250.00 

Industrial  Tuition 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 1,500.00 

Dr. 

City  of  Somerville  $ 88.48 

City  of  Medford  842.71 

City  of  Boston  64.61 


Total  Payments  $ 995.80 

Balance  to  Revenue  504.20 


Appropriation 


Public  Library 

Salaries 

Cr. 


$ 1,500.00  $ 1,500.00 


$ 5,000.00 
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Dr. 

Bertha  L.  Brown,  Librarian  $ 1,456.72 

Grace  J'.  Abbott,  Librarian  1,169.64 

A.  Rebecca  Turner,  Asst.  Librarian  767.84 

Ruth  W.  Currier  346.29 

Alona  Mitchell  72.72 

Nora  Carney  239.68 

Phyllis  Comey  30.76 

William  H.  Killam,  Janitor  Service  706.50 


Total  Payments  $ 4,790.15 

Balance  to  Revenue  209.85 


$ 5,000.00  $ 5,000.00 

Public  Library  Maintenance 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 2,800.00- 

Dr. 

Books  and  Periodicals  $ 1,413.13 

Binding  33.24 

Stationery  and  Supplies  326.50 

Building  Repairs  162.21 

Fuel  316.85 

Light  163.97 

Water  and  Sewer  15.35 

Removing  Ashes  8.88 

Insurance  179.02 

Copying  Records  39.09 

Telephone  44.34 

All  Other  92.48 


Total  Payments  $ 2,795.06 

Balance  to  Revenue  4.94 


$ 2,800.00  $ 2,800.00 

Park  Maintenance  Department 
Cr. 

.Appropriation  $ 2,000.00 
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Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  

Transfer  from  Van  Norclen  Road  Acct. 


300.00 

400.00 


Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 364.25 

Supplies  1,381.46 

Repairs  182.28 

New  Equip 172.03 

Insurance  350.12 

All  Other  249.86 


Total  Payments  $ 2,679.18 

Balance  to  Revenue  20.82 


$ 2,700.00  $ 2,700.00 

Cemeteries,  Laurel  Hill  Maintenance 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 8,000.00 

Appropriation  from  Cemetery  Reserve  600.00 

Receipt  from  Cemetery  Bequest  Fund  2,329.60 

Dr. 

Superintendent’s  Salary  $ 2,371.75 

Clerical  804.01 

Pay  Roll  5,266.38 

Telephone  100.45 

Material  and  Supplies  890.76 

Equipment  and  Repairs  961.88 

Auto  Truck  Expense  266.68 

Insurance  159.70 

All  Other  93.16 


Total  Payments  $ 10,914.77 

Balance  to  Revenue  14.83 


$ 10,929.60  $ 10,929.60 

Cemeteries,  Forest  Glen  Maintenance 
Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 600.00 

Dr. 

Pay  Roll  $ 495.85 
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All  Other 


79.87 


Total  Payments  $ 575.72 

Balances  to  Revenue  24.28 


$ 600.00  $ 600.00 

Article  6 — Reserve  Fund 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 5,000.00 

Dr. 

Transfers  to  following  accounts: 

Selectmen’s  Expenses  $ 300.00 

Treasurer’s  Expenses  325.00 

Collector’s  Expenses  300.00 

Collector’s  Clerical  75.00 

Election  and  Registration  625.00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  425.00 

Municipal  Building  Maint 725.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Expenses  71.00 

Police  Dept.  Maint 125.00 

Police  Dept.  Salaries  202.03 

Tree  Warden  Maint 100.00 

Fire  Alarm  Maint 275.00 

School  Dept.  Gen.  Salaries  248.37 

School  Dept.  Gen.  Maint 450.00 

Parle  Department  300.00 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal  22.63 

Temporary  Aid  300.00  , 

Mothers’  Aid  100.00 


Total  Transfers  $ 4,969.03 

Balance  to  Revenue  30.97 


$ 5,000.00  $ 5,000.00 

Planning  Board  Expenses 


Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 575.00 

Dr. 

Blue  Prints  $ 158.12 

Stationery  and  Printing  18.35 

Transit  Rental  150.00 

Transit  with  Target  100.00 


Mass.  Federation  of  Planning  Boards  30.00 

Other  Supplies  110.58 

All  Other  7.58 


Total  Payments  $ 574.63 

Balance  to  Revenue  .37 


$ 575.00 

Memorial  Day  Observance 
Cr. 

Appropriation  

Dr. 


Reading  Post  No.  62  Band  $ 165.00 

Flags  27.00 

Flowers  149.15 

Refreshments  86.75 

Printing  18.50 

Amplifiers  25.00 

All  Others  7.00 


Total  Payments  $ 478.40 

Balance  to  Revenue  21.60 


$ 500.00 

Art.  16  Fire  Apparatus 

Cr. 

Appropriation,  Tax  Levy  

Notes  Issued  

Accrued  Interest  


Dr. 


Seagrave  Corp $ 12,047.90 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Certifying  16.00 

American  Bank  Note  Co 23.29 


Total  Payments  $ 12,087.19 


575.00 


500.00 


500.00 


4.500.00 

7.600.00 
2.85 
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I'alance  to  Revenue 


15.66 


$ 12,102.85  $ 12,102.85 

i. 

Interest  Account  Not  Including  Water,  Light  and  Sewer 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 20,665.00 

Dr. 

On  Emergency  Loan  $ 1,029.58 

On  Police  Station  Loan  1,100.00 

On  Mim.  Building-  Loan  360.00 

On  School  Building  Loan  3,680.00 

On  Temporary  Loans  11,643.75 


Total  Payments  $ 17,813.33 

'Pransferred  to  Aid,  Board  and  Care  $ 2,300.00 

Transferred  to  Fire  Alarm  200.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  351.67 


$ 20,665.00  $ 20,665.00 

Maturing  Debt,  not  Including  Water  and  Light 

Cr. 

Appropriation  $ 65,000.00 

Dr. 

iLnergency  Loan,  Chap.  307,  Acts  1933  $ 15,000.00 

Sewer  Department  Loan  9,000.00 

Police  Station  Loan  5,000.00 

Municipal  Building  Loan  2,000.00 

School  Building  Loan 34,000.00 


$ 65,000.00  $ 65,000.00 
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Town  Forest  Development  75.00  52.82  22.18 

Rent,  Legion  Quarters  1,000.00  1,000.00 

Overdraft  Old  Age  Assistance  18.00  18.00 

Care  Soldiers’ Graves  '. 400.00  400.00 


ACCOUNTING  TRUST  FUNDS 


Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  

Cemetery  Bequests  

Interest  and  Income  

Adjustment  

Payments  for  Hospital  Care  ! 

Payments  Care  Endowed  Lots  

Payments  for  Scholarships  

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  

$226,185.90 

2,510.00 

8,733.73 

$ 1,115.88 
4,117.48 
2,329.60 
175.00 
229,691.67 

$237,429.63 

$237,429.63 

Cemetery  Bequest  Fund 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  

Bequests  

Interest  and  Income  

Payments  Care  Lots  

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  

$ 2,329.60 
65,938.73 

$ 63,267.35 
2,510.00 
2,490.98 

$ 68,268.33 

$ 68,268.33 

Hospital  Fund 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1934  

Interest  and  Income  

Adjustment  

Payments  for  Hospital  Care  

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  

$ 1,115.88 
4,117.48 
157,578.23 

$156,770.07 

6,041.52 

$162,811.59 

$162,811.59 

Library  Fund 

Balance  January  1,  1934  

Interest  

Balance  December  31,  1934  

$ 1,034.57 

$ 1,004.22 
30.35 

$ 1,034.57 

$ 1,034.57 

Reading  High  School  Scholarship  Fund 

Balance  January  1,  1934  

Income .' 

Payments  for  Scholarships  

Balance  December  31,  1934  

$ 175.00 

5,140.14 

$ 5,144'.26 
170.88 

$ 5,315.14  $ 5,315.14 
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STATEMENT  OF  INVESTED  FUNDS 


Cemetery  Bequest  Funds 


Balance  Dec.  31,1934  

Investments  Listed  at  Par  : 

‘$2,000  U.  S.  Liberty  Bonds,  4th  4l4’s,  1933- 

1938  • $ 2,000.00 

$5,000  X.  L.  Tel.  1st.  Mort.  5’s  Series 

A 1952  5,000.00 

$5,000  Xo.  Pac.  Ry.  Ref.  & Imp.,  6’s  Series 

B 2047  5,000.00 

$4,000  X.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  Ref.  Imp.,  5’s  Series 

^ C.  2013  4,000.00 

Blackstone  Savings  Bank,  Boston,  Xo.  10672  . . 5,877.74 

Home  Savings  Bank,  Boston,  No.  368,204  4,514.52 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  Xo.  948,228  . . 9,342.59 

Andover  Savings  Bank,  Xo.  40,177  4,147.29 

Cambridge  Savings  Rank,  No.  89,112  4,096.13 

Essex  Savings  Bank,  Lawrence,  No.  230,779  . . 4,188.06 

Mech.  Savings  Bank,  Reading,  No.  5103  6,238.97 

Mech.  Savings  Bank.  Reading,  No.  10,714 1,431.34 

Malden  Savings  Bank,  No.  137,262  5,072.92 

Woburn  Savings  Bank,  Xo.  61,0c2  5,029.17 


$ 65,938.73 

Library  Fund 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  

Investment : 

Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank,  No.  987334  $ 1,934.57 


$ 1,034.57 

Reading  High  School  Scholarship  Fund 


Balance  Dec.  31,  1934  

Investments  : 

Andover  Savings  Bank,  No.  39861  $ 1,000.00 

Charlestown  Five  C’ts  Sav’gs  Bk.  No.  161863  3,000.00 

Essex  Savings  Bank,  Lawrence,  No.  230,306  1,000.00 

First  Nath  Bank,  Reading,  Sav.  Dept., 

No.  5624  133.24 

Cash  in  Closed  Bank  6.90 


$ 5,140.14 


$ 65,938.73 


$ 65,938.73 
$ 1,034.57 

$ 1.034.57 
$ 5,140.14 


$ 5,140.14 
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Hospital  Fund 

alance  Dec.  31,  1934  $157,578.23 

Investments,  Securities  listed  at  Par  or  less: 

$5,000  Am.  Tel.— Tel.  Cor.  Tr.  5’s,  1946  . . $ 5,000.00 

$5,000  Boston  Elevated,  5’s  1937  5,000.00 

$5,000  Cent.  Hudson  Gas  & Elec.  5’s,  1957  5,000.00 

$5,000  Chicago  B & Q R.  R.  Co.,  111.,  Div. 

“M”  3 ^’s  1949  & 5,000.00 

$5,000  Conn.  Lt.  & Power  Co.,  1st  Ref.  S. 

F 4V2’s  1956  Series  C 5,000.00 

$2,000  Conn.  Lt.  & Power  Co.,  1st  Ref.  S.  F. 

7’s  1951  Series  A 2,000.00, 

$5,000  Consumers’  Power  Co.,  5’s  1936  ....  5,000.00 

$5,000  Consumers’  Power  Co.,  1958  . . 5,000.00 

$5,000  Consolidated  Gas  of  Baltimore  Gen. 

M 4^’s,  1954  5,000.00 

$5,000  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  Tr.  4’s  1952  ....  5,000.00 

$5,000  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  St.  Louis  Div. 

1st  M 3’s,  1951  5,000.00 

$5,000  Kansas  City  Power  & Lt.  4j4’s,  1957  5,000.00 

$5,000  U.  S.  Treasury  Bond  414’s,  1952  5,000.00 

$10,000  U.  S.  Treasury  Bonds  2 7-8’s  1938  10,000.00 

$5,000  Kings  Co.  Elec.  Lt.  & Power  5’s  1937  5,000.00 

$5,000  N.  Y.  Tel.  Co.  1st  Gen.  M 4^’s  1939  5,000.00 

$5,000  Old  Colony  R.  R.  1st  5’s,  1945  ....  5,000.00 

$5,000  Pacific  Gas  & Elec.  4^’s,  1957  ....  5,000.00 

$5,000  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  Gen’l  M.ort.  4l4’s 

1965  5,000.00 

American  Mfg.  Co.  Common  72  shares  1.00 

Home  Bleachery  & Dye  Works,  Pfd.  2 

Shares  11.00 

Sharp  Mfg.  Co.,  Pfd.  55  Shares  1.00 

Sharp  Mfg.  Co.  Com.  20  Shares  (10921300)  1.00 

Andover  Savings  Bank,  No.  39860  6,912.35 

Charleston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No. 

162338  6,997.49 

Essex  Savings  Bank,  Lawrence,  No.  230778  6,980.24 

Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  Reading,  No.  9189  17,207.78 

First  Nat.  Bank,  Reading,  Savings  Dept. 

No.  6435  14,093.06 

Warren  Institute  for  Savings,  Boston,  No. 

135648  5,012.50 

Cash  in  closed  bank  3,360.81 
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$157,578.23  $157,578.23 


I hereb}’-  certify  that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
S3,  Chapter  41,  of  the  General  Laws,  I have  audited  the  accounts  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds,  have  examined  the  securities  and 
verified  bank  balances  and  report  the  foregoing  to  be  a true  and  ac- 
curate statement,  December  31,  1934. 

LEON  G.  BENT,  Town  Accountant. 


ACCOUNTING  LOANS 
Anticipation  of  Revenue 

1934  $200,000.00 

Purchased 
by 


Outstanding  Jan.  1, 

Issued  in  1934: 

Alonth 

January  Second  National  Bank,  Boston 
April 
June 
July 

November  ” 

December  ” 

Paid  in  1934: 

May  

June  

July  

November  

December  , 

Outstanding  December  31,  1934 


Ratio 

Amount 

i 434 

$ 40,000.00 

23/4 

150,000.00 

23/4 

150,000.00 

1^ 

75,000.00 

IV2 

200,000.00 

50,000.00 

$ 50,000.00 

100,000.00 

50,000.00 

340,000.00 

75,000.00 

665,000.00 

$865,000.00 


615,000.00 


$250,000.00 


Loans  Anticipation  of  Reimbursement,  State  and  County 


First  National  Bank  $ 

First  National  Bank  

Second  National  Bank  Bos. 


Outstanding  Issued 

Paid 

Jan.  1,  1934  1934 

Ratio 

1934 

$ 639.00 

$ 639.00 

$ 12,000.00 

2 

$ 12,000.00 

10,000.00 

1.10 

10,000.00 

$ 639.00  $ 22,000.00 

$ 22,639.00 

Unpaid  Bills,  Dec.  31,  1934 

Sundry  Parties  Town  Clerk’s  Dept $ 5.00 

Election  & Registration  18.00 

Fire  Sta.  Maintenance  61.25 

Police  Dept.  Maintenance  90.99 

Public  Welfare  Dept 2,474.15 

Soldiers’  Relief  4.00 

Health  Dept 42.00 


Note : 


$ 2,695.39 

For  unpaid  bills  Light  Department  see  Department  report. 
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$422,500.00  $27,600.00  $ 88,000.00  $362,100.00  $ 91,000.00 
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TOWN  DEBT,  DETAIL  OF  MATURITIES 


1 

$ 91,000.00 
60,000.00 

30.500.00 

27.500.00 

27.100.00 
20,000.00 
17,000.00 

17.000. 00 

15.000. 00 

15.000. 00 

12.000. 00 
10,000.00 

8,000.00 

4,000.00 

4.000. 00 

2.000. 00 
2,000.00 

auiSug;  9ji^ 

$ 2,000.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 
600.00 

$ 5,000.00 
5,000.00 
5,000.00 
5,000.00 
5,000.00 

•Spia  looHDS 

$ 34,000.00 
24,000.00 

•gpia  -unpf 

$ 2,000.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 

•;d9a 

1 

$ 13,000.00 
10,000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
4,000.00 
4,000.00 

4.000. 00 

2.000. 00 

•;d9Q  J9A\9§ 

$ 8,000.00 
8,000.00 
8,000.00 
8,000.00 
8,000.00 
8,000.00 
7,000.00 
7,000.00 
7,000.00 

7.000. 00 

6.000. 00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 

•;d9a 

,000.00 

,000.00 

,500.00 

,500.00 

,500.00 

000.00 

,000.00 

,000.00 

,000.00 

.000.00 

,000.00 

,000.00 

,000.00 

,000.00 

,000.00 

,000.00 

000.00 

-imjx; 

CM  c^  o -f  ^ ^ ^ CM  (VI  M M 

ee6i  spv 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o_ 

m 

irT 

J-E9  \ 

[935 

936 

937 

938 

939 

940 

941 

942 
[943 

1944 

1945 
[946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

$ 15,000.00  $ 79,500.00  $ 98,000.00  $ 73,000.00  $ 6,000.00  $ 58,000.00  $ 25,000.00  $ 7,600.00  $362,100.00 


\'aluation  Abatements  in  Total  Net 

Years  Valuation  1932  1933  1934  Abatements  Valuation 
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Available  Borrowing  Capacity  Jan.  1,  1935 $425,755.42 


Cash  in  Banks  and  Offices  $ 45,792.42  Temporary  Loans  Anticipation  of  Revenue  $250,000.00 

Cash  in  Closed  Bank 4,181.89  I'teserve  for  Cash  in  Closed  Bank  4,181.89 
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Sewer  Rentals  1,017.72  Mun.  Light  Dept.  Accounts  Rec.  Revenue  29,706.18 

Sidewalk  and  Curb  Assessments  598.17  Mun.  Light  Dept.  Alaintenance  Account  2,243.31 

Committed  Interest  on  same  85.74  Cemetery  Reserve  4,454.39 

Highway  Bett.  Assessments  1933-1934  ....  2,470.56  Water  Reserve 2,809.13 


Committed  Interest  on  same  209.60  ' Sewer  Reserve  1,255.97 

Sewer  Ass’ts.  Appor’n.  1935-1943  2,260.66  Overlay  1933  7,099.47 

Sidewalk  & Curb  Ass’ts.  Appor’n  1935-1943  2,580.50  Overlay  1934  2,651.17 

Highway  Bett.  Ass’ts.  Appor’n.  1935-1942  4,112,61  284,259.7'S  Overlay  Reserve  161.23 
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George  Reed  Fund 36.91 

Excess  and  Deficiency  Account  35,087.36 


Xct  luiiulcd  Dcl)t  -•  $v362,100.00  Emergency  Finance  Loan  $ 15,()()().0() 
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